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and  might  have  afpired  to  the  helm  of  govern- 
men  without  any  material  violation  of  the  laws  of 
France  $ but  the  deficiency  of  his  education,  the 
delicacy  of  his  conflitution,  and  the  diflance  at 
which  he  had  been  kept  from  public  affairs,  ren- 
dered fome  more  able  pilot  neceffary  to  fleer  the 
veffel  of  flate  through  the  fecret  fhoals  which  fur- 
rounded  it. 

Three  competitors  appeared  as  candidates  for 
this  important  trufl.  John  duke  of  Bourbon,  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  who,  with  the  reputation  of 
unblemifhed  integrity,  had  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  fixty  years,  and  whofe  prudence  and  gra- 
vity ftrongly  recommended  him  to  popular  ef- 
teem ; Lewis  duke  of  Orleans,  preemptive  heir 
to  the  crown,  but  whofe  natural  claim  was  weak- 
ened by  his  inexperienced  youth,  as  he  had  fcarce 
completed  his  twentieth  year;  and  Anne,  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  late  monarch,  and  to  whom 
Lewis,  in  his  lafl  moments,  had  committed  the 
charge  of  the  government,  with  the  doubtful  title 
1 of  governefs. 

The  nomination  of  that  princefs  was  confirmed 
by  the  affembly  of  the  dates  general  at  Tours ; 
and  although  only  entered  into  her  twenty-fecond 
year,  Anne  appears  to  have  pofTefTed  all  the  qua- 
lities requifite  for  the  high  office  with  which  foe 
invefled.  Equal  to  her  father  in  genius, 
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but  more  uniform  in  her  conduCt,  and  more  mag- 
nanimous in  difpofition ; her  judgment  was  found, 
without  any  mixture  of  that  perfidious  duplicity 
which  debafed  the  ' underftanding  of  Lewis ; 
though  vindictive,  not  cruel ; though  tenacious  of , 
her  dignity,  neither  violent  nor  imperious.  Led 
afide  by  no  inferior  paflions,  Ihe  felt  her  capacity 
for  adminiftration,  and  facrificed  entirely  to  that 
objeCtv  Miftrefs  of  an  eloquence  and  addrefs  the 
moil  refined,  (he  knew  how  to  poflefs,  and  to^ 
retain  the  authority  delegated  to  her.  Her  late 
father,  actuated  by  that  jealous  and  capricious 
policy  which  charaCterifed  his  conduCt,  married 
her  to  Peter  of  Bourbon,  fire  de  Beaujeu,  and 
younger  brother  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon.  That 
. nobleman  was  of  a remote  and  collateral  branch 
of  the  blood  royal ; of  a ilender  fortune  and  a 
moderate  capacity ; but  his  deficiencies  were  his 
principal  recommendations  to  the  fufpicious  Lewis, 
who  wifhed  not  to  aggrandize  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon ; and  his  eafy  and  unafpiring  temper  had 
gained  upon  the  dying  monarch  to  conftitute  his 
fon-in-law  lieutenant  general  of  the  kingdom ; 
while  the  laft  will  of  Lewis  evinced  his  faculties 
{till  unimpaired  by  difeafe,  by  bequeathing  the 
reins  of  government  to  the  fuperior  abilities  of  his 
daughter. 

The  firft  endeavour  of  the  lady  of  Beaujeu 
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was  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with'  the  people  by  an 
aCt  of  popular  juftice ; the  minifters  of  the  late 
king,  who  had  availed  thcmfelves  of  his  jealous 
temper,  to  exercife  their  wanton  cruelties  on  his 
fubjeCts,  were  furrendered  to  public  punilbment. 
Amongft  thefe,  the  mod  odious  were  Olivier  le 
Dain  and  Jean  Doyac ; the  former  a native  of 
Flanders,  from  the  inferior  ftation  of  a barber,  had 
acquired  the  confidence  and  favour  of  Lewis ; he 
had  fuccefsfully  exercifed  his  ingenuity  in  invent- 
ing new  modes  of  torture,  to  gratify  his  unfeel- 
ing matter ; and  having  received,  as  the  reward 
of  his  prompt  inhumanity,  the  lands  of  Meulant, 
he  afiiimed  the  title  of  Count  de  Meulant.  Nei-j 
ther  his  wealth,  nor  pretended  dignity,  could 
ave/t  the  ftroke  of  juftice  : and  he  was  hanged  by 
a fentence  of  the  parliament,  which  involved  his 
fervant  and  affiftant,  Daniel.  Jean  Doyac  was 
born  in  Auvergne,  and  of  the  loweft  extraction  ; 
he  attained  the  government  of  that  province  by 
even  exceeding  the  fanguinary  commands  of 
Lewis ; and  the  unfortunate  people,  fubjeCted  to 
his  authority,  were  daily  opprefled  and  defpoiled 
by  his  violence  and  rapacity.  His  punilhment  was 
lingular  and  rigorous ; he  was  condemned,  after 
being  whipt  in  all  the  open  places  and  fquares 
of  Paris,  to  have  one  of  his  ears  cut  off,  and  his 
tongue  pierced  with  a hot  iron  ; thence  he  was 
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conduced  to  his  native  city  of  Mortferrand,  again 
whipt,  and  his  other  ear  cut  off;  and  his  eftates 
ahd  effe&s,  with  thofe  of  Olivier  le  Dain,  were 
confifcated  to  the  crown.  Jacques  Coitier,  the 
phyfician  of  the  late  monarch,  had  availed  himfelf 
of  the  terror  of  death,  which  fo  ftrongly  influenced 
his  royal  patient,  to  extort  from  him  large  films, 
and  even  to  addrefs  him  in  language  equally  info- 
lent  and  arrogant ; he  was  called  to  anfwer  for  the 
exorbitant  wealth  he  had  acquired  ; and  fome  idea 
of  his  riches  may  be  entertained  from  the  readinefs 
with  which  he  aqquiefced  in  the  fine  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  crowns. 

Yet  acts  of  feverity  engaged  not  A D>  ,4g4f 
alone  the  attention  of  the  lady  of  Beau-  *4S5- 
jeu ; and  her  addrefs  was  exerted  to  conciliate 
the  friendfliip,  and  difarm  the  refentment  of  her 
■unfuccefsful  rivals.  The  duke  of  Bourbon  was 
gratified,  and  appeafed  by  the  fword  of  Con- 
ftable,  long  the  objeft  of  his  ambition ; but  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  whofe  pretenfions  were  more 
formidable,  was  more  deeply  impreffed  by  his 
late  difappointment.  The  rage  of  baffled  am- 
bition was  inflamed  by  a circumftance  trifling  in 
itfelf,  but  important  in  its  confequences.  A dis- 
pute, relative  to  a game  of  tennis,  was  decided 
againft  him  by  Anne,  who  was  a -fpedator  of  the 
amufement.  The  duke,  incenfed  at  a determi- 
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nation,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  refult  of 
perfonal  enmity,  vented  aloud  his  fpleen,  by  de-  / 
daring,  that  “ whoever  had  decided  againft  him, 

“ if  a man,  was  a Iyer ; if  a woman,  a {trumpet  •” 
the  language  was  grofs,  the  affront  unpardon- 
able ; Anne  obtained  from  the  council  an  order 
to  arreft  the  duke,  who  efcaped  to  the  caftle  of 

Beaujency  on  the  Loire,  where  he  was  foon  be- 

* • 

(ieged  by  the  lady  of  Beaujeu,  and  compelled  to 
furrender. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  (tripped  of  authority, 
dill,  nourifhed  his  latent  refentment,  and  fought 
for  fupport  in  the  neighbouring  dates  and  natural 
enemies  of  his  country ; but  England,  fcarce 
emerged  from  civil  commotions,  was  unwilling  to 
engage  in  foreign  enterprifes.  The  infant  chil- 
dren of  Edward  the  Fourth  had  been  extinguifhed 
by  the  bloody  ambition  of  their  uncle,  Richard 
the  Third ; and  the  tyrant  foon  after,  in  Bof-  „ 
worth  field,  had  yielded  up  his  life  and  crown  to 
the  earl  of  Richmond ; who  afcended  the  throne 
with  the  title  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  and  by  his 
marriage  united  the  rival  houfes  of  Lanqader 
and  York ; yet  Henry,  naturally  cautious,  and 
new  to  royalty,  was  deaf  to  the  difcontents  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  who  found  a more  willing 
confederate  in  Francis  the  Second,  duke  of  Brit- 
tany, 
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That  prince,  confcious  of  his  own  in-  a.  D.  1485; 
fcapacity  for  government,  had  refigned  I486*' 
himfelf  to  the  counfels  of  Peter  Landais,  a man 
of  mean  extra&ion,  and  deftitute  of  principles, 
though  not  devoid  of  ability:  The  nobles  of  Brit- 

tany, provoked  by  the  infoience  of  the  favourite* 
had  rifen  in  arms,  feized  the  wretched  Landais* 
and  executed  on  him  a fentence  of  death  which 
had  been  pronounced  in  a tumultuous  and  illegal 
afiembly.  Dreading  the  refentment  of  their 
prince,  they  had  entered  into  a fecret  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  court  of  France : the  defire  of  the 
lady  of  Beaujeu  to  re-unite  the  province  of  Brit- 
tany to  the  crown,  was  reprefled  by  the  late  in- 
temperate fally  of  the  duke  of  Orleans ; but  the 
profecution  of  her  plan  was  again  refumed,  and 
veiled  under  the  pretence  of  providing  for  domef- 
tic  fecurity  ; a pretence  afforded  by  the  unexpedled 
flight  of  her  rival,  who  fought  fhelter  in  the  terri* 
tories  of  Brittany. 

Francis  received  the  noble  fugitive  „ ■ 

. r . A.  D.  1487. 

With  every  mark  of  refpedl ; and  Lewis, 

fenfible  of  the  afcendency  which  he  rapidly  ac- 
quired over  the  mind  of  his  protestor,  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  idea  of  obtaining  a divorce, 
and  of  marrying  Anfie,  the  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  the  duke  ; but  the  nobles  of  Brittany  regarded 
with  jealoufy  the  favour  of  the  duke  of  Orleans 
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and  his  train ; they  renewed  their  fecret  negoti- 
ations with  the  lady  of  Beaujeu,  and  invited  the 
French  to  an  invafion  of  their  country.  Yet  dill 
defirous  of  preferving  its  independency,  they  regu- 
lated the  number  of  Xuccours  which  France  was  to 
fend,  and  dipulated,  that  no  fortified  place  in 
Brittany  fiiould  remain  in  pofleflion  of  that  power. 
The  lady  of  Beaujeu  readily  fubfcribed  to  condi- 
tions, which  (he  was  determined  to  maintain  no 
longer  than  w'as  confident  with  her  intered.  . Her 
vigilance  detected  the  treafonable  correfpcndence 
of  Philip  de  Comines,  the  celebrated  hidorian, 
with  the  duke  of  Orleans ; and  the  crime  of  that 
minider  was  punifhed  by  an  imprifonment  of  three 
years ; her  vigour  enabled  France  to  invade  Brit- 
tany with  four  armies,  each  of  them  fuperior  to  the 
numbe.-s  that  had  been  dipulated  by  the  late  treaty. 
.Thefe  rapidly  pofifeded  themfelves  of  Ploermel, 
Vannes,  and  Dinant,  and  united  their  drength  in 
the  fiege  of  Nantz ; the  Forces  of  Francis  had 
been  entruded  to  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the 
count  of  Dunois,  the  fon  of  the  renowned  general 
who  had  didinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Seventh  ; but  the  Bretons  were  difguded  by 
the  choice'  of  their  prince  ; jealous  of  their  leaders, 
they  retired  in  difeontent,  and  left  the  French  to 
purfuc  their  conqueds  without  interruption. 


But 
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Blit  the  fuccefs  of  France  foon  obliged  the  lady 
of  Beaujeu  to  drop  the  malk  which  (lie  had  worn  } 
and  evinced  to  the  barons  of  Brittany  her  intention 
to  retain  the  conquefls  fhe  had  acquired.  Thefe, 
finding  their  country  menaced  with  total  fubjec- 
tion,  began  gradually  to  withdraw  from  the  ftand- 
ard  of  .the  French.  Their  return  to  their  allegi- 
ande  infpired  their  countrymen  with  frdh  confi- 
dence in  their  prince,  and  frdh  ardour  in  the 
caufe  of  their  natural  independence.  The  forces 
of  the  Duke  of  Brittany  were  {welled  by  their 
tranfient  enthufiafm  to  fixty  tlioufand  men;  Nantz 
was  relieved  ; and  the  French  were  foon  after  com- 
pelled to  abandon,  with  difgrace,  the  fiege  of  that 
city.  - 

But  Anne,  firm  and  undaunted,  was  not  deter- 
red by  this  check,  from  perfevering  in  her  favou- 
rite project,  of  reducing  Brittany  to  fubjedtion. 
The  (late  of  Europe  was  propitious  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  defign.  The  indigence  of  Maximi- 
lian precluded  him  from  affording  any  effectual  af- 
fiflance  to  Francis.  Ferdinand  and  Ifabelia,  who, 
'by- their  marriage,  had  united  Arragon  and  Caf- 
tile,  were  occupied  in  the  conqueft  of  Granada 
from  the  Moor? ; and  Anne  was  fenfible,  that  at 
any  time  (he  (hould  fecure  the  neutrality  of  thofe 
princes  by  the  re  ft  oration  of  Rouffillon  and  Cer- 
dagne.  England  alone  was  enabled  by  her 
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power,  and  prompted  by  her  intereft,  to  mairifalri 
the  independency  of  the  Bretons.  Even  gratitude 
loudly  fummoned  Henry  to  arm  in  defence  of 
Francis.  When  earl  of  Richmond,  and  purfued 
by  the  bloody  policy  of  Richard  the  Third,  he 
had  been  protected  from  the  deadly  jealoufy  of  the 
tyrant,  by  the  Court  of  Brittany;  and  the  affift* 
ance  he  had  received,  it  was  now  in  his  power  to 
repay  : but  Henry,  we  have  already  obferved,  waa 
naturally  cautious  and  dilatory  ; the  protection  he 
had  received  in  Brittany,  might  be  balanced  by 
the  fubfequent  fupplies  of  men  and  money  from 
the  minifters  of  France,  which  had  contributed  to 
place  him  on  the  throne  of  England ; his  fruga- 
lity, which  by  degrees  degenerated  into  avarice, 
rendered  him  averfe  to  all  warlike  enterprifes  and 
diftant  expeditions.  Though  confcious  of  the 
formidable  acceffion  of  ftrength  which  France 
would  acquire  by  the  reduction  of  Brittany,  he 
confidered  the  undertaking  as  clogged  by  infupe- 
rable  obftacles ; he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
by  the  army  which  Francis  had  haftily  affembled, 
and  by  the  fubfequent  relief  of  Nantz  ; and  while 
he  ought  to  have  prepared  for  war;  he  confined 
himfelf  to  the  arts  of  negociation,  and  the  vain 
proffer  of  meditation. 

d Anne  had  no  fooner  charmed  to 

. 14S8.  p0wer  wjjiCh,  fhe  moll  dread- 
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ed,  than  fhe  refumed  with  vigour  her  plans  of  con- 
, quell;  and  the  French  army,  commanded  by  la 
Tremouille,  inverted  and  fucceffively  reduced  Fou- 
geres  and  St.  Aubin  de  Cormier.  The  lofs  of  this 
laft  place  determined  the  Bretons  to  hazard  a deci- 
five  aflion.  They  had  lately  been  reinforced  by 
the  lord  d’Albert,  who  was  allured  to  the  ftandard 
of  Francis,  by  the  hopes  of  marrying  his  daughter, 
and  who  led  to  his  affiftance  a body  of  four  thou- 
fand  men  at  arms.  A lrnall  band  of  Eaglifh,  le- 
vied at  the  expence,  and  animated  by  the  prefence 
of  lord  Woodville,  who,  while  he  difobeyed  the 
public  order,  gratified  the  fecret  inclinations  of  his 
fovereign,  gave  confidence  to  the  caufe,  by  the 
fame  of  their  former  prowefs.  The  whole  of  the 
confederate  army  might  amount  to  twelve  thoufantl 
men  ; and  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  prince  of 
Orange  marched  on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  infan- 
try. The  French,  nearly  equal  in  number,  de- 
clined not  the  encounter.  The  Bretons  were  broke 
by  the  impetuous  charge  of  the  French  cavalry ; 
Tremouille  prefled  his  advantage  ; the  moment 
was  decifive ; lord  Woodville,  with  the  Englifli, 
perifhed  on  the  field ; and  the  duke  'of  Orleans  and 
the  prince  of  Orange,  after  an  ineffectual  difplay  of 
perfonal  valour,  were  taken  prifoners  by  the  vic- 
tors ; the  former,  after  a fhort  confinement  in  the 
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caftle  of  Lufignan,  in  Poi&ou,  was  conduced  to 
Bo  urges,  where  he  remained  a captive  in  the  great 
tower  above  two  years. 

a.d.  i4S8.  The  defeat  of  St.  Aubin  du  Cormier, 
i4s9«  was  foon  .after  followed  by  the  death 
of  Francis  the  Second.  The  aged  duke,,  over* 
whelmed  by  misfortunes,  and  opprelfed  by  inhrmi* 
ties,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe.  The  danger 
which  reful ted  from  this  accident,  was  fatally  in- 
creafed  by  the  anxiety  of  his  mind ; and  the  un 
happy  prince  breathed  his  lad,  leaving  his  daugh- 
ter Ann,  then  only  thirteen  years  of  age*  the  hei- 
refs, of  his  fpacious  dominions.  The  hand  and  rich 
inheritance  of  that  princefs  were  difputed  by  nu- 
. merous  competitors.  The  lord  d’Albert  claimed 
it  as  the  reward  of  his  former  fervices ; the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  fuppofed  to  have  pofTefled  himfelf 
of  the  fecret  inclinations  of  the  princefs ; and  Maxi* 
milian,  king  of-  the  Romans,  who  had  been  mar- 
ried to  Mary  of  Burgundy,  pleaded  his  fuperior 
dignity,  and  was  profufe  in  his  promife  of  future 
nfliftance.  The  firfl  of  thefe  rivals  was  efteemed 
too  infignificant ; the  fecond  was  a prifoner,  and  it 
was  by  no  means  certain  that  a difTolution  of  his 
former  marriage  with  Jane,  the  daughter  of  Lewis 
the  Eleventh,  could  be  procured ; and  neceliity, 
and  the  advice  of  her  council,  determined  Anne 

to 
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to  prefer  Maximilian ; , the  marriage  was  cele- 

l 

brated  by  proxy;  the  count  of  Naflau,  as  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the  king  of  the  Romans,  intro- 
duced his  naked  leg  into  the  bed  of  the  bride ; 
but  the  ' poverty  of  Maximilian  prevented  him 
from  prefenting  himfelf  in  perfon  ; an  union, 
which  his  prefence  would  have  rendered  indiffo- 
luble,  was  foon  after  broken  ; and  the  king  of  the 
Romans  was  left  to  regret  the  parfimony  of  his  fa- 
ther, the  emperor  Frederic  the  Third,  who  re- 
fufed  him  the  inconfiderable  fum  of  {wo  thoufand 
crowns,  and  thus  deprived  him  of  this  important 
acquifition. 

But  while  Maximilian  triumphed  in 
His  new  alliance,  the  very  foundation  * * 49 
of  his  hopes  was  undermined  by  another  compe- 
titor, of  whom  he  had  not  entertained  the  moft 
diftant  fufpicion ; the  lady  of  Beaujeii,  who  by 
the  death  of  her  hufband’s  eldeft  brother  was  be- 
come duchefs  of  Bourbon,  perceived  that  the 
conqueft  of  Brittany,  in  oppofition  to  the  natives, 
would  Hill  prove  a difficult  enterprife  ; the  mar- 
riage of  the  duchefs  with  the  king  of  France, 
could  alone  fully  re-annex  that  fief  to  the  crown ; 
but  Charles  the  Eighth  had  been  formerly  affi- 
anced to  Margaret  daughter  of  Maximilian,  who, 
though  too  young  for  the  confummation  of  her 
marriage,  had  been  fent  to  Paris  to  be  educated, 

and 
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and  at  this  time  bore  the  title  of  queen  of  France* 
Befides  her  rich  dowry,  fhe  was  alfo  heirefs,  after 
her  brother  Philip,  to  all  the  dominions  of  the 
houfe  of  Burgundy.  But  Anne  of  Bourbon  de- 
termined to  prefer  the  immediate  poffeflion  of  a 

i 

confiderable  territory,  to  a fucceflion,  diftant  and 
precarious;  and  by  diflblving  two  marriages, 
which  had  been  celebrated  but  not  confum mated, 
to  unite  the  king  of  France  with  the  duchefs  of 
Brittany. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  defign, 

Margaret  of  Auftria  was  fent  back  to  A D 1491  * 
her  father.  The  French  forces  pulhed  their  ad-* 
vantages  in  Brittany ; they  were  received  into 
Nantz  by  the  lord  d’Albert,  enraged  at  his  own 
difappointment ; and  foon  after  invefted  in  Ren- 
nes the  duchefs  of  Brittany.  That  princefs,  at- 
tacked on  every  fide,  and  hopelefs  of  fuccefs,  long 
difdained  to  violate  the  faith  which  {he  had 
pledged ; ,flie  was  at  length  vanquifhed  by  the  per- 
fuafions  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  for  that  pur- 
pofe  was  releafed  by  Charles  from  prifon  ; his  \n-r 
fluence  extorted  her  reludlant  confent,  and  the 

nuptials  of  the  duchefs  of  Brittany  with  the  king  of 

* ■> 

France  were  celebrated  at  Langeais  in  Touraine, 
The  fuccefs  of  Charles,  w^s  the  mod 
A. D.  149-.  pen^^e  mortification  to  the  king  of  the 
Romans ; he  had,  lod  a confiderable  territory, 

which 
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which  he  thought  he  had  acquired,  and  an  ac- 
complifhed  princefs  whom  he  had  efpoufed : he 
was  affronted  in  the  perfon  of  his  daughter  Mar- 
garet, who  was  fent  back  to  him  after  fhe  had 
been  treated  during  fome  years  as  -queen  of 
France ; he  vented  his  rage  in  the  mod  violent 
expreflions;  and  threatened  France  with  an  inva^ 
fion  from  the  united  arms  of  Auftrja,  Spain,  and 
England. 

Henry  the  Seventh,  after  the  death  of  Francis 
the  Second,  had  granted  to  the  diftrefs  of  his 
daughter  a tardy  and  ineffe&ual  aid ; he  now  had 
reafon  to  reproach  himfelf  >vith  his  imprudent  fur 
pinenefs;  and  beheld,  with  a mixture  of  dread 
and  indignation,  his  moft  ufeful  ally  fwallowed  up 
by  the  growing  power  of  France.  He  readily 
clofed  with  the  propofals  of  Maximilian ; he  de^ 
dared  his  refolution  of  emulating  the  glory  of  his 
predeceffors,  and  of  reviving  . the  vi&ories  of  - 
Crecy,  Poi&iers,  and  Azincourt ; even  his  natur 
ral  avarice  Simulated  his  preparations;  he  was 
fenfible  of  the  difpleafure  which  the  Eqglifh  had 
conceived  againft  Charles,  on  account  of  the  late 
acquifition  of  Brittany ; and  while  he  exhaufted 
the  coffers  of  his  fubje&s,  he  nourifhed  their  en-r 
thufiaftic  valour  with  the  vain  idea  of  once  more 
carrying  their  triumphant  banners  to.  the  gates  of 
JVis,  . 

•With 
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.With  an  army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  foot, 
and  fixteen  hundred  horfe,  Elenry  croffed  the  Tea, 
landed  at  Calais,  and  inverted  Bullogne;  while 
Maximilian  and  Ferdinand  had  engaged  to  favour 
his  operations  by  different  attacks.  With  the  ac- 
quilition  of  Brittany,  the  influence  of  the  duchefs 
of  Bourbon  had  expired  ; and  the  fears  of  France 
were  augmented  by  the  inexperience  of  her  youth- 
ful fovereign.  Yet  the  ftorm  which  menaced  de- 
rt ruction,  was  foon  huflied.  Henry,  fwayed  by 
his  ruling  paflion,  accepted  the  immediate  fum 
of  feven  hundred  and  forty- five  thoufand  crowns, 
and  retired  into  his  own  dominions ; Ferdinand, 
king  of  Spain,  was  gratified  by  the  reftoration  of 
the  counties  of  Rouflillon  and  Cerdagne ; and  to 
Maximilian  was  ceded  part  of  the  territory  in  Ar- 
tois, which  had  been  acquired  by  Lewis  the  Ele- 
venth. 

Thefq  important  conceflions  were  made  with 
a view  of  new  acquifitions,  and  the  hope  of  dif- 
tant  but  fplendid  conquefts.  As  the  charafter  of 
Charles  began  to  expand  itfelf  with  the  increafe 
of  his  years,  his  fukje&s  difeerned  a difpofition 
far  different  from  that  of  his  father.  Inftead  of 
the  dark  and  crafty  Lewis,  they  beheld  a king 
whofe  fancy  was  lively,  though  his  judgment  was 
weak ; who  poffeffed  a temper  the  moft  amiable 
and  gentle  ; and  a heart  which  even  power  could 
, not 
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not  corrupt  to  the  commiflion  of  a crime.  Fond 
of  pleafure,  though  eafily  inflamed  with  the  love 
of  glory,  he  facrificed  alternately  to  both  ; and  the 
pretenfions  which,  as  heir  to  the  houfe  of  Anjou, 
he  inherited  on  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  formed 
a plaufible  and  flattering  objedt  to  a youthful 


A.  D.  1493. 


mind. 

Ludovico  Sforza,  furnamed  the 
Moor,  governed  Milan  in  the  name 
of  his  nephew  Galeazzo,  the  Duke  ; an  authority 
which  depended  on  the  favour  of  another  but  ill 
fatisfied  the  ambitious  mind  of  Sforza ; he  formed 
the  defign  of  depofing  his  unfufpetiing  kinfman, 
and  feating  himfelf  on  the  ducal  throne.  So  daring  a 
crime  he  was  confcious  muft  excite  againfl  him  a 
combination , of  the  Italian  powers,  who  would 
arm  in  the  fupport  of  the  injured  prince.  To  fe- 
cure  himfelf  a prote&or,  amidft  the  general  odium 
which  would  enfue,  and  to  divert  the  attention  of 
Italy  from  the  chaftifement  of  his  perfidy,  he  ne- 
gotiated with  the  king  of  France,  and  invited 
him  to  the  conqueft  of  Naples ; a kingdom,  the 
claim  to  which  had  been  bequeathed  to  Lewis  the 
Eleventh  by  Charles  of  Anjou,  count  of  Maine  and 
Provence.  >-  , 

Ferdinand  the  Firft,  who  then  occupied  the 
throne  of  Naples,  was  a natural  fon  of  Alfonfo  the 
Fifth,  king  of  Arragon  and  Naples,  aftd  furnamed 
vol.  11.  ‘ C 4 ' , ‘ V / ' the ; 
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the  Wife  and  Magnanimous.  He  had  already 
pafled  his  feventieth  year,  and  on  the  firft  report 
of  the  hoftile  defigns  of  Charles,  the  aged  mo- 
narch, in  an  embafly  the  moft  fubmiflive,  offered 
to  pay  homage,  and  an  annual  tribute  of  fifty 
thoufand  crowns.  Thcfe  conditions,  fo  advanta- 
geous to  France,  were  rejefted  by  the  king,  am- 
bitious of  the  fame  of  a conqueror;  Ferdinand, 
doubtful  of  the  fidelity  of  his  fubjedts,  oppreffcd 
by  years,  and  fenfible  of  the  calamities  which 
impended  over  his  country,  was  feized  with  an 
apoplexy,  which  terminated  his  exiftence,  and 
devolved  his  crown  on  his  fon  Alfonfo  the  Se- 
cond. 

The  remonftranccs  of  the  duchefs  of  Bourbon, 
the  filler  of  Charles,  againft  the  Italian  expedition, 
were  received  with  cold  negledt ; yet  the  prepa- 
rations of  the  king  feemed  inadequate  to  the  im- 
portant enterprife  he  meditated ; the  army  with 
which  he  propofed  to  crofs  the  Alps  and  Apen- 
nines, confided  fcarce  of  twenty  thoufand  men; 
gallant  indeed  and  courageous,  but  unaccuftomed 
to  the  fatigues  of  long  and  toilfome  campaigns. 
The  train  of  artillery  however,  the  ammunition, 
• and  warlike  {lores  of  every  kind  provided  for 
its  ufe,  .were  lo  confiderable  as  to  bear  fome  re- 
femblanee  to  the  iimmenfe  apparatus  of  modem 
star. 

. . After 
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After  a number  of  delays,  unavoid- 
able at  the  commencement  of  fuch  an  * * ,* 

enterprife,  Charles  began  his  march.  While  he 
waited  at  Aft,  in  Piedmont,  for  his  artillery,  which 
was  obliged  to  be  dragged  over  the  mountains,  he 
was  feifed  with  the  fmall-pox,  from  which  he  reco- 
vered after  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  his  life ; 
but  the  fatisfa&ion  arifing  from  the  returh  of 
Charles's  health  was  damped  by  the  diftrefs  of  the 
army.  Amidft  the  various  preparations,  money, 
the  finews  of  war,  had  either  been  negle&ed,  or 
was  exhaufted  in  gratifying  the  avarice  of  the 
king  of  England,  and  purchafing  his  neutrality ; 
no  funds  were  provided  for  future  contingencies ; 
and  the  king  .was  reduced  to  borrow  at  Turin  the 
jewels  of  the  duchefs  of  Savoy,  as  he  did  at 
Cafal  thofe  of  the  Marchionefs  of  Montierrat, 
to  fupply  the  neceflary  expences  of  the  enter- 
prifo 

The  naval  forces  of  Charles  commanded  bv  the  x 
duke  of  Orleans,  triumphed  over  the  fleet  of  Na- 
ples ; and  the  king  of  Trance  himfelf  advanced  to 
Vigevfc,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  Ludovico 
Sforfa,  who,  after  a fmall  fupply  of  money,  left 
him  in  a few  days  to  take  pofleflion  of  Milan; 
which  he  feized  on  the  death  of  Gaieazzd  his  ne- 
phew, though  that  prince  had  left  an  infant 
foil.  The  moft  fagacious  minified  of  Charles 
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advifed  him  to  punifh  the  unnatural  uncle,  and 
. to  occupy  Milan,  which  belonged  of  right  to 
the  family  of  Orleans ; but  the  king  intoxicated 
with  fuccefs,  and  regard lefs  of  the  rigour  of 
the  feafon,  purfued  through  the  depth  of  win- 
ter his  rapid  and  victorious  career  towards  Na- 
ples* 

A.  D.  i4?4.  The  Italians,  long  undidurbed  by 
M9  5*  the  invafion  of  any  foreign  enemy, 
and  accuftomed  to  adjud  the  intereds  of  their 
different  dates  by  the  arts  of  negociation,  in  vain 
would  have  oppofed  his  progrefs  with  their  effe- 
minate mercenaries,  the  only  military  force  that 
remained  in  their  country.  The  impetuofity  of 
the  French  valour  appeared  to  them  irrefiftible ; 
and  the  foie  obflacles  the  king  of  France  en- 
countered were  thofe  prefented  by  nature.  On 
his  approach  to  the  frontiers  of  Tufcany,  the 
Florentines,  who  afpired  to  freedom,  expelled 
Pietro  dc  Medicis,  and  received  the  king  in  mi- 
litary triumph  into  their  city.  Clad  in  complete 
armour,  mounted  on  horfeback,  his  lance  couch- 
ed, and  his  vizor  lowered,  he  entered  Florence 
as  a conqueror.  Pifa  and  Sienna  hailed  him  as 
their  deliverer.  His  mod  implacable  adverfary, 
pope  Alexander  the  Sixth,  received  the-  intelli- 
gence of  his  fucccfs  with  terror;  he  hadily  re- 

xired • into  the  cadle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  com- 
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manded  the  gates  to  be  thrown  open  to  the  vic- 
tor, who  took  poffeffion  of  the  city  without  a 
blow,  and  difpofed  of  his  troops  in  the  different 
quarters  of  it.  But  Charles  refilled  the  importu- 
nities of  thofe  who  advifed  him  to  depof?  the  tur- 
bulent Alexander,  and  fill  the  apoftolic  chair 
with  a more  holy  fucceffor,  The  king  rejeded 
their  counfels,  and  concluded  a treaty  with  the 
Roman  pontiff,  who  folemnly  granted  him  the 
inveftiture  of  Naples,  and  delivered  to  him  feve- 
ral  ftrong  places,  with  his  fon  C&Tar  Borgia,  as  a 
pledge  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions. 

From  Rome  the  king  preffed  for- 
ward towards  Naples,  where  all  was  ’ ’ *495' 
confufion  and  affright.  Alfonfo  the  Second,  who 
fucceeded  to  his  father  Ferdinand,  had  in  former 
difficulties  merited  the  charader  of  an  adive  and 
warlike,  though  tyrannic,  prince ; he  now  for  ever 
flained  that  reputation  by  the  mofl  bale  and  un- 
manly defertion  of  all  the  duties  of  a fovereign. 
While  the  French  were  yet  at  the  diftance  of 
fixty  leagues,  guided  only  by  his  fears,  he  re- 
figned  his  fceptre  to  his  fon  Ferdinand  the  Se- 
cond, and  embarked  on  board  a veffel  for  Mef- 
fina,  where  he  foon  after  ended  his  days  in  a con- 
vent. The  new  king  was  defeated  in  a flight 
engagement  which  he  hazarded,  and  was  obliged 
to  fhelter  himfelf  in  the  ifle  of  Jfchia.  Naples  in- 
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ftantly  received  the  conqueror ; the  caftle  held  our- 
a very  Ihort  time ; and  of  the  whole  kingdom  only 
Brindifi,  Reggio,  and  Gallipoli,  continued  to  de^ 
clare  for  Ferdinand. 

Dazzled  with  fo  extraordinary  a blaze  of  glory, 
Charles  already  meditated  the  attack  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  Ottoman  empire  ; 
but  while  he  inconliderately  wafted  , his  tirue  at; 
Naples  in  feftivals  and  triumphs  on  account  of  his 
pad  fuccefles,  or  was  fondly  dreaming  of  future 
conqucfts  in  the  Eaft,  a powerful  combination  was 
formed  againft  him  of  almoft  all  the  Italian  fiates, 
fupported  by^the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  Fer- 
dinand king  of  Arragon.  The  Italians,  though 
unable  fingly  to  refill  his  arms,  foon  perceived 
that  a confederacy  might  accomplifh  what  the  fe- 
parate  members  of  it  durft  not  attempt.  The  ex- 
amples of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and  the  republic  of 
Venice,  were  prevalent ; and  even  the  perfidious 
Sforza,  duke  of  Milan,  incapable  of  gratitude,  and 
fagacious  to  difcern  his  intereft,  acceded  to  the 
league. 

Charles  had  fcarce  made  his  triumphal  entry- 
into  Naples,  before  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  de- 
termine on  his  retreat.  His  enemies  affembled  on" 
every  fide  ; and.  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  ought 
to  have  led  a body  of  eight  thoufand  men  to  rein- 
force his  fovereign,  had  engaged  in  an  attempt; 
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againft  Ludovico  Sforza,  and  had  furprifed  the 
city  of  Novara,  where  he  was  afterwards  blocked 
up.  With  fcarce  nine  thoufand  men,  the  king  of 
France  rraverfed  the  Alps,  while  the  confederates, 
whofe  forces  amounted  to  above  thirty  thoufand, 
declined  engaging  in  thofe  mountains,  and  ex- 
pected him  in  an  open  plain,  near  the  villlage  of 
Fornoua,  nine  miles  from  Placentia.  The  courage 
of  the  French,  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their 
prince,  was  fuperior  to  all  oppofition  ; Charles  was 
among  the  firft  who  charged  the  enemy,  and  in 
the  adtion  was  expofed  to  imminent  danger,  and 
extricated  himfelf  by  his  perfonal  valour  and  the 
goodnefs  of  his  horfe.  The  Italians  fled  before 
the  ardour  of  the  youthful  monarch ; who,  un- 
able to  improve  his  viftory  from  his  inferior  num- 
bers, purfued  his  march,  reached  Aft  in  fecurity; 
and  foon  after  relieved  the  duke  of  Orleans,  re- 
duced to.  extreme  diftrefs  by  famine  in  the  city  of 
Novara. 

A reinforcement  of  fixteen  thoufand  Swifs  en- 
abled Charles  to  dictate  the  conditions  of  peace 
with  Ludovico  Sforza ; but  while  he  abandoned 
himfelf  to.  pleafures  at  Lyons,  Ferdinand  the  Se- 
cond, emerging  from  his  retreat,  and  aflifted  by 
the  Spanifh  troops,  guided  by  the  Ikill  of  Gon- 
ial vo  Ernandez,  furnamed  The  Great  Captain,  re- 
turned again,  ip  triumph  to  his  capital.  The 
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French  indeed,  under  the  command  of  the  confta-. 
ble  d’Aubigny,  gained  an  ufelefs  victory,  and 
maintained  their  reputation  for  national  valour  j 
the  duke  of  Montpenfier,  to  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  Naples  was  entrulted,  furrendered  after 
an  obftinate  defence  ; Capua,  Averfa,  and  Otranto, 
returned  to  their  allegiance.  But  before  Ferdi- 
nand could  behold  the  complete  redu&ion  of  his 
dominions,  he  himfelf  expired,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  bis  uncle  Frederic,  who  in  a tide  of  uninter- 
rupted fuccefs,  fwept  away  the  few  remaining  gar- 
rifons  of  France  which  had  efcaped  the  arms  of 
Ferdinand. 

Amidft  the  pleafurcs  and  entertain-. 

. 1496.  ments  a C0lirtj  Charles  ftill  conti- 
nued his  preparations  for  war,  and  kept  his  eyes 
fixed  on  Italy ; but  the  objed-  of  his  arms  was 
changed,  and  he  had  determined  to  fupport  the 
pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans  to  the  duchy  of 
Milan.  He  had  repelled  a feeble  invafton  of  Fer- 
dinand king  of  Arragon,  and  his  mind  was  once 
more  elated  with  the  ambition  of  conqueft,  and 
the  hopes  of  martial  glory.  Yet  his  body  feemed 
but  ill  to  correfpond  with  the  lofty  defigns  he 
had  planned ; and  his  exceffive  attachment  to 
women  had  debilitated  a frame  naturally  deli- 
cate and  weak.  So  apparent  were  the  fymptoms 
of  his  approaching  difl’olution,  that  the  duke 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


*5 

of  Orleans,  the  heir  to  the  Crown,  refufed  to 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army  delfined 
for  the  recover)’  of  Milan.  That  prince  had  be- 
fore incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  king,  by  di- 
verting to  the  attack  on  Ludovico  Sforfa,  the  forces 
cellined  to  reinforce  Charles ; he  had  more  ef- 
feftually  awakened  the  refentment  of  the  queen, 
by  an  injury  of  a domeflic  nature ; the  death  of 
the  dauphin,  the  only  fon  of  Charles  and  Anne, 
who  expiied  foon  after  the  return  of  the  former 
from  Italy,  funk  deep  in  the  mind  of  the  latter ; 
the  king,  to  alleviate  her  concern,  advifed  his 
courtiers  to  procure  her  daily  amufements ; the 
duke  of  Orleans  with  this  intention  appeared  at  a 
mafquerade,  and  exerted  himfelf  in  a dance  to  a 
degree  of  extravagance ; A.nne  interpreted  thefe 
marks  of  levity  to  his  fatisfatflion  at  the  dau- 
phin’s death,  which  opened  to  him  the  fucceffion, 
and  difguifed  not  her  indignation.  His  refufal 
to  head  the  expedition  againft  Milan,  completed 
his  difgrace ; and  he  prudently  retired  from  court, 
to  a life  of  privacy  in  the  caftle  of  Blois. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, all  military  preparations  were  fuf-  ’ ,497’ 
pended,  and  the  cavalry  which  had  paffed  the , 
Alps  were  recalled.  The  king  himfelf,  confcious 
of  the  decline  of  his  health,  employed  his  hours 
in  the  internal  regulation  of  his  kingdom,  and  in 
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alleviating  the  burdens  of  his  fubjeCts.  His  at- 
tachment  to  the  fair,  had  already  been  productive 
of  very  injurious  confequenccs  to  his  conftitution  ; 
but  he  now  relinquifhcd  his  former  irregularities, 
and  retired  with  the  queen  to  the  caftie  of  Am- 
boife,  a refidence  which  he  had  ever  regarded 
with  peculiar  fond  partiality. 

that  caftie  hs  was 
a game  of  tennis* 
that  was  played  in  the  ditch  below ; defirous  that 
the  queen  might  partake  of  the  amufement,  he 
went  to  her  chamber,  and  conducted  her  to  the 
gallery  ; but  in  pafling  through  a door,  he  {truck 
his  head  with  violence  againft  the  top,  which  was 
very  low.  He  felt  however  no  immediate  bad 
confequenccs  from  the  accident,  and  was  converf- 
ing  with  his  confeffor,  the  bifhop  of  Angers,  and 
avowing  his  determination  to  obferve  the  nuptial 
fidelity  that  he  owed  to  the  queen,  when  he  fud- 
denly  fell  back  in  an  apopleCtic  fit.  The  atten- 
dants, alarmed  at  his  danger,  laid  him  on  a, 
wretched  couch  which  flood  in  die  corner  of  the 
gallery ; thrice  he  recovered  his  voice,  and  as 
quickly  loft  it  again  ; his  expreffions  were  folely 
thofe  of  devotion ; and  notwithftanding  every 
effort  of  medicine,  he  expired  at  eleven  o’clock 
the  fame  night,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  in  the  twenty-eighth  of  his  age. 

The 
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The  amiable  qualities  of  Charles,  acquired  him 
{he  furnames  of  the  Affable  and  the  Courteous  $ 
and  his  'character  has  been  delineated  by  Comines 
with  ftrength  and  fimplicity,  “ a man  of  little 
“ perfon,  and  flender  underftanding ; but  fo 
“ fweet  in  his  difpofition,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
“ find  a better  temper/*  His  funeral  obfequies 
were  performed  with  uncommon  magnificence ; 
'two  of  his  domeftics  are  faid  to  have  died  of  grief 
for  the  lofs  of  their  beloved  mifter ; and  Anne  of 
Brittany,  his  widow,  abandoned  herfelf  to  all  the 
diffraction  of  forrow.  Puring  two  days  fhe  fe- 
cluded  herfelf  in  a corner  of  her  chamber  over- 
whelmed with  defpair,  deaf  to  the  friendly  impor- 
tunities of  her  attendants,  and  obftinately  refilling 
to  accept  the  nourilhment  that  was  repeatedly  prof- 
fered to  her. 
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Chapter  the  Twenty -fecond. 


THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS  SUCCEEDS  TO  THE 

throne  as  lewis  the  twelfth  — marries 

THE  WIDOW  OF  CHARLES— INVADES  MILAN 

» 

* AND  NAPLES IS  DECEIVED  BY  FERDINAND, 

* KING  OF  ARRAGON SUCCESSIVE  WARS  IN- 

ITALY LEAGUE  OF  CAMERA  Y,  AND  DEFEAT 

i* 

. OF  THE  VENETIANS VICTORIES,  AND  DEATH 

OF  GASTON  DE  FOIX — -CONFEDERACY  AGAINST 

LEW*  IS DEATH  OF  ANNE  OF  BRITTANY 

MARRIAGE  OF  LEWIS  WITH  MARY  OF  ENQt 
LAND — HIS  DEATH  AND  CHARACTER* 


In  Charles  the  Eighth  ended  the  di- 
A,  D.  1498.  re^  line  0f  Valois ; and  the  fceptrc 
pafled  to  Lewis  duke  of  Orleans,  grandfon  to  the 
firffc  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  aflaflinated  at  the 
inftigation  of  John  duke  of  Burgundy  ; the  new 
king,  who  afcended  the  throne  with  the  title  of- 
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Lewis  the  Twelfth,  was  in  pofTeflion  of  the  ma- 
ture vigour  of  body  and  mind  ; he  had  attained 
his  thirty  fixth  year;  the  fire  of  youth  was  tem- 
pered by  experience ; and  in  the  fevere  fchool  of 
adverfity,.  he  had  learned  to  feel  for  the  diflrefs  of 
others.  During  the  regency  of  the  lady  of  Beau- 
jeu  he  had  paffed  two  years  of  lonefome  imprifon- 
ment;  and  though  liberated  by  the  generofity  of 
Charles,  he  never  pofTefTed  the  confidence,  -and 
foon  after  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  that  mo- 
narch. 

From  his  retirement  at  Blois,  he  was  called  to 
the  cares  of  royalty ; and  the  firft  ads  of  his  ad-, 
miniftration  difplayed  the  mild  and  magnanimous 
1 features  of  his  charader  ; he  repealed  feveral  taxes 
mod  obnoxious  to  the  people ; and  when  re- 
minded by  his  courtiers  that  la  Tremouille  had 
made  him  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  St.  Aubin  du 
Cormier,  he  returned  the  juftly  celebrated  anfwer, 
iC  it  becomes  not  a king  of  France  to  revenge  the 
“ quarrels  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.” 

We  have  already  explained  the  pretenfions  of 
the  houfe  of  Orleans  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples ; 
but  though  Lewis  was  defirous  of  averting  the 
claims  of  his  family,  the  firft  moments  of  his  reign 
were  dedicated  to  concerns  of  a more  domeflic  nr- 
ture.  Fie  had  been  early,  and  reludantly,  mar- 
ried by  Lewis  the  Eleventh  to  Jane,  the  youngeft 
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daughter  of  that  monarch,  a princefs  of  an  ami- 
able difpofition,  but  deformed  in  her  perfori,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  children  ; on 
the  oath  of  the  king  of  France,  that  he  had  never 
confummated  his  marriage,  pope  Alexander  the 
Sixth  declared  the  union  void  and  illegal ; Jane 
fubmitted  with  decent  refignation  to  a fentence 
which  deprived  her  of  a crown  ; and  retiring  to  a 
punnery,  in  which  (he  took  the  veil,  clofed  a life 
of  humble  virtue. 

On  the  deceafe  of  Charles  the 
Eighth,  Anne  of  Brittany,  after  in- 
dulging her  unavailing  forrows,  had  retired  into 
her  own  hereditary  dominions,  and  affected  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  an  indepcndant  fovereign* 
The  articles  of  her  marriage  with  the  late  king 
precluded  her  from  difpofing  of  her  hand,  in  cafe 
of  his  death  without  male  ifTue,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  ftate;  yet  where  female  pafiions  are  con- 
fcerned,  a ftipulation  fo  equivocal  in  its  nature, 
could  be  but  little  depended  on ; and  prudence 
warned  Lewis  to  fecure  the  important  acquifition 

of  Brittany  by  meafures  the  moft  effe&ual.  Td 

« v * 

the  policy  of  the  monarch  were  joined  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  man ; when  an  exile  in  the  court  of 
duke  Francis  the  Second,  he  w'as  fuppofed  to  have 
Regarded  Anne  with  the  fondeft  partiality ; and  it 
was  equally  believed  that  princefs  was  only  de- 
terred: 
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terred  by  the  perplexed  ftate  of  his  and  her  own 
circumftances,  from  preferring  him  to  her  other 
luitors. 

Tlie  difpleafure  Anne  had  entertained  at  cite 
levity  of  the  duke,  on  the  death  of  the  dauphin, 
was  banifhed  by  the  fplendid  profpect  which  pre- 
sented itfelf,  or  overwhelmed  by  the  tide  of  re- 
turning affeCtion.  She  received  the  propofals  of 
Lewis  without  hefitation,  who  haflened  to  Nantz, 
celebrated  in  that  city  his  marriage,  and  con- 
ducted his  new  confort  to  Blois.  Yet  the  queen, 
fiill  anxious  to  fecure,  if  poflible,  the  independ- 
ence of  her  native  duchy,  ftipulated,  that  if  their 
union  Ihould  be  productive  of  two  fons,  the 
younger  Ihould  inherit  Brittany,  with  all  the  prero- 
gatives of  its  former  princes ; a claufe  injurious  to 
France;  but  which  was  rendered  ineffectual  by 
her  having  no  fon,  and  by  the  marriage  of  her 
eldeft  daughter  Claude,  to  Francis  Count  d’An- 
goulefme,  who  afterwards  afcended  the  throne. 

While  the  king  was  diverted  by  his  ^ 
-domeftic  concerns  from  the  immediate  ' 5 
invafion  of  Italy,  Ludovico  Sforza  diligently  im- 
proved each  moment  In  preparing  againft  the 
ftorm,  which  he  expeCted  from  its  delay  would 
burft  with  redoubled  violence.  He  reftored  his 
fortifications,  augmented  his  garrifons,  and  reple- 
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nifhed  his  magazines ; but  the  precaution  of  an 
ufurper,  whofe  crimes  had  eftranged  the  affe&ions, 
and  united  the  enmity  of  his  fubjeds,  muft  ever 
prove  fruit lefs.  The  general  voice  of  Italy  accufed 
him  of  having  poifoned  his  nephew  John  Gale- 
azzo  ; and  the  tyrant,  in  his  own  bloody  perfidy, 
forefaw  the  revolt  and  defertion  of  his  people. 
Lewis  had  allured  the  republic  of  Venice  by  the 
promife  of  a part  of  his  fpoils ; he  had  terminated 
by  a recent  treaty  the  differences  which  had  arifen 
between  him  and  the  emperor  Maxhnilian  ; and 
had  ienewed  the  peace  with  Henry  the  Se- 
venth of  England.  Strengthened  by  his  alliances, 
and  fecure  from  the  incurfions  of  his  natural  ene- 
mies, he  aiTembled  his  forces  for  the  long-projeded 
expedition ; the  remonflrances  of  the  cardinal 
d’Amboife  deterred  him  from  expo  fin  g himfelf  in 
perfon ; and  his  army,  compofed  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  the  flower  of  French  chivalry,  was  com- 
manded by  Lewis  of  Luxemburgh  count  of  Ligni, 
by  Robert  Stuart  lord  d’Aubigny,  and  by  John 
Trivulzio,  a native  of  Milan,  who  had  approved 
his  fidelity  in  the  fervice  of  his  predecelfor. 

The  deteftation  of  his  own  fubjedts  was  more  fa- 
tal to  Sforza  than  the  arms  of  France  and  Venice. 
The  dries  of  Milan  were  impatient  to  open  their 
gates  to  the  invaders,  and  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
the  treacherous  ufurper.  The  Venetians,  in  lefs 

than 
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than  a week  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  coun- 
try beyond  the  Adda ; the  French  entered  Pied- 
mont, and  purfued  their  conquefts  with  equal  ra- 
pidity; the  caftle  of  Milan,  provided  with  every 
requifite  for  a long  and  obflinate  defence,  was  be- 
trayed by  Bernardin  Curtio,  to  whom  Sforza  had 
entrulled  the  care  of  it.  Ludovito  himfelf,  un- 
certain in  whom  he  Ihould  confide,  and  incapable 
of  refilling  the  ftorm,  retired  with  his  treafures  to 
Infpruck  ; and  Lewis,  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms,  haftened  acrofs  the  Alps,  entered  the 
capital  of  his  new  dominions,  clad  in  the  ducal 
robes ; and  during  three  months  that  he  remained 
there,  by  the  advice  of  cardinal  d’Amboife,  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  recalling  thofe  that  had  been 
banilhed  by  Sforza,  in  remitting  a fourth  of  the 
impofis,  in  eftablilhing  a court  of  juftice,  and  in 
alfiduous  endeavours  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Milan. 

So  equitable  an  adminiftration  it  was  natural  to  ' 
fuppofe  would  have  fecured  the  attachment  of  the 
people;  but  Lewis  had  fcarce  returned  into  the 
territories  of  France,  before  Sforza  ventured  to 
quit  his  retreat  in  Germany,  and  to  enter  again 
the  Milanefe.  The  levity  and  inconllancy  of 
the  Italians  were  immediately  apparent.  They 
abhorred  the  profperous  ufurper,  but  they  pitied 
and  ernbraced  the  fupport  of  the  princely  fiigi- 
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tivc.  The  gates  of  the  different  cities  were 
opened  on  the  approach  of  Sforfa,  with  the  fame, 
facility  as  they  had  been  -unbarred  to  his  ene- 
mies*; and  the  duke  once  more  entered  Milan, 

i 

from  whence  he  had  fo  lately  fled  to  feek  a 
wretched  fhelter  in  exile.  But  this  gleam  of  fqc- 
cefs  was  quickly  followed  by  a fad  reverie  of  for- 
tune. The  Swift  troops,  whom  he  entertained  in 
his  fervice,  confpired  againft  him  ; and  with  a 
perfidy,  which  even  the  guilt  of  Ludovico  cannot 
juftify,delivered  him  up  to  laTremouille,  who  com- 
manded the  French  forces  encamped  near  Norva. 
He  was  'conduced  to  Lyons,  where  Lewis  -then 
refided ; and  the  temper  of  that  monarch,  natu- 
rally mild  and  humane,  was  fteeled  againft  Sforza 
by  his  ‘repeated  ’treachery  and  enormities.  He 
fentenced  him  to  a rigorous  confinement  in  the 
caftle  of  Loches,]in  Touraine ; but  the  feverity  of 
his  imprifonment  was  afterwards  mitigated  ; dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  it  he  was  even  indulged  in 
the  amufements  of  the  chafe  ; and  he  was  at  laft 
releafed  from  a captivity  of  ten  years,  -by  the 
ftroke  of  death. 

: v From  the  redu&ion  of  the  Mila- 

A.D.  150*-  nefe>  Lewis  afpired  to  the  partial  con- 
queft  of  Naples,  and  he  agreed  to  divide  that 
kingdom  with  Ferdinand  of  Arragon.  By  the  treaty 

concluded  between  the  two  princes,  Naples  and 
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the  northern  half  of  the  kingdom  were  affigned  to 
t^ewis,  while  the  provinces  of  Apulia  and  Cala- 
bria were  allotted  to  Ferdinand.  The  fucccfs  of 
the  confederates  exceeded  their  moft  fanguine  ex- 
pectations. Frederic,  equally  pufillanimous,  or 
more  unfortunate  than  his  predeceffors,  renounced 
the  garb  of  royalty,  and  fought  a tranfient  fhelter 
on  the  rock  of  Ifchia.  Abandoned  by  his  own 
fubjeCts,  and  betrayed  by  Ferdinand  of  Arragon, 
with  whom  he  had  lately  concluded  a treaty  of 
alliance,  he  determined  to  prefer  an  open  and  ge- 
nerous enetny  to  a perfidious  ally.  He  demanded 
a fafe  conduct  into  France,  and. threw  himfelf  on 
the  well-known  lenity  of  Lewis : from  the  libe- 
rality of  that  monarch  he  obtained  an  afylum  in 
the  duchy  of  Anjou,  with  an  annual  penfion  of 
thirty  thoufand  crowns,  which  was  continued  to 
him  even  after  the  expulfion  of  the  French  from 
Naples. 

‘ The  fkill  and.  valour  of  the  great  captain,  Gon- 
falvo  de  -Cordova,  had  made  an  eafy  conqueft  of 
the  two  provinces  affigned  to  the  king  of  Arra- 
gon* Tarento  alone  prefumed  to  oppofe  his  vic- 
torious career ; confiding  in  the  ftrength  of  their 
walls,  the  inhabitants  were  ftill  further  animated 
by  the  prefence  of  Ferdinand*  the  heir  ^f  the 
crown,  and  eldefl  fon  of  Frederic,  who  was  (hut 
up  in  that  fortrefs  : but  the  count  of  Potenza,  and 
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Lionardo,  a knight  of  Rhodes,  to  whofe  protec- 
tion the  youthful  prince  was  entrufted,  defpairing 
of  fuccour,  confented  to  furrender  Tarento,  if 
they  were  not  relieved  within  four  months ; but 
they  demanded  an  oath  that  Ferdinand  Ihould 
be  left  at  perfect  liberty ; Gonfalvo,  whofe  mili- 
tary fame  is  ftained  with  the  blacked;  treachery 
and  bafefi;  perjury,  readily  complied  ; he  fwore 
upon  a confecrated  hoft,  and  was  admitted  into 
Tarento ; but  the  perfidious  Spaniard  hefitated 
not  to  detain  the  young  prince  as  his  prifoner  ; he 
was  conveyed  in  that  ftate  to  the  king  of  Arra- 
gon ; and  though  treated  with  lenity,  was  for 
fifty  years  the  captive  of  the  court  of  Spain,  till 
death  extinguifhed  in  him  the  Arragonefe  line  of 
Neapolitan  kings. 

The  intervals  of  tranquillity  from  his  Italian 
wars  were  diligently  employed  by  -Lewis  in  pro- 
moting the  internal  regulations  of  his  country. 
The  ftates-general  of  Tours  had  reprefented  to 
the  late  king  the  neceffity  of  a council  to  decide 
in  judicial  appeals,  and  to  enforce  the  admini- 
ftration  of  jultice.  The'  meafure  had  been  ap- 
proved by  Charles ; but  it  teceived  its  legal  fanc- 
tion  in  the  reign  of  Lewis.  By  an  edict,  the 
king’s  council  was  erected  into  a court,  which 
obtained  the  name  of  the  great  council.  It  con- 
fided of  twenty  members,  and  the  chancellor  of 
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France  was  appointed  prefident.  The  parliament 
of  Paris  conceived  no  improper  jealoufy  of  this 
inftitution  ; which,  though  at  firft  confined  to 
caufes  pleaded  in  the  common  courts  of  juft  ice, 
was  foon  called  upon  by  the  king  to  determine  on 
matters  which  had  been  agitated  before  the  par- 
liament, and  was  confidered  as  a dernier  refort 
from  the  tribunal  of  the  latter. 

In  the  reduction  of  Naples  we  have 
beheld  Lewis  and  Ferdinand  adting  ' ‘ I5°l* 
with  perfedt  cordiality ; but  fcarce  had  they  at- 
chieved  that  conqueft,  before  they  turned  their 
arms  againft  each  other.  The  Spaniards  firft  in- 
fringed the  peace  by  adts  of  open  hoftility ; but 
the  king  having  commanded  his  troops  to  repel 
force  by  force,  his  general  the  duke  of  Nemours 
took  the  field,  and  pufhed  his  advantages  over 
the  Spaniards  to  fuch  a length,  that  Gonfalvo  was 
reduced  to  retire  into  the  city  of  Barletta,  where 
the  want  of  ammunition  and  money  had  nearly 
compelled  him  to  furrender.  An  indigent  and 
mutinous  army  was  more  likely  to  fecond,  than 
oppofe  the  operations  of  the  French  ; but  at  the 
moment  that  the  hand  of  Lewis  was  ftretched  out 
to  grafp  the  entire  kingdom  of  Naples,  he  was 
perfuaded  to  liften  to  the  language  of  accommo- 
dation, and  loft  an  opportunity  which  it  was  never 
afterwards  in  his  power  to  regain. 
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k Philip  the  arch-duke,  the  fon  of 

503 ’ the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  who 
had  efpoufed  Joanna,  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabella,  was  at  this  critical  period  palling 
through  France,  on  his  return  from  Spain  into  his 
native  dominions  of  the  Low  Countries.  In  veiled 
with  full  powers,  in  a perfonal  interview  with 
Lewis  at  Lyons,  he  concluded  a treaty  with  him 
in  the  name  of  his  father-in-law.  By  the  condi- 
tions of  it,  Charles,  the  fon  of  Philip,  was  to  re- 
ceive in  marriage  Claude,  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  king  of  France ; the  two  monarchs  were 
bound  to  a ceffation  of  arms  ; the  provinces  origi- 
nally ceded  to  each  were  confirmed  ; and  the  dif- 
tridls  in  difpute  were  to  be  fequeftered  into  the 
hands  of  the  arch-duke. 

The  ambafiadors  of  Ferdinand,  who  attended 
Philip,  having  fworn  to  the  execution  of  this 
agreement,  under  pain  of  excommunication  if 
violated  or  infringed,  it  was  next  officially  an- 
nounced to  the  two  commanders  in  Naples.  The 
duke  of  Nemours,  confcious  of  the’fineerity  of 
his  fovereign,  readily  profefled  his  acquiefcence 
to  his  orders,  and  offered  to  retire  with  his  troops ; 
but  Gonfalvo,  who  difregarded  the  molt  fqlemn 
pompadts,  unlefs  confident  with  his  intereft,  and 
who  was  fenfible  of  the  congenial  difpofition  of 
|us  royal  mailer,  affedted  to  doubt  the  powers  of 
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the  archduke,  and  urged  fhe  propriety  of  his 
waiting  for  more  exprefs  inftru&ions.  In  the 
mean  time  he  received  from  Maximilian  a rein- 
forcement of  ten  thoufand  Germans ; he  was  alfo 
informed  that  the  pope  and  the  Venetians  were 
ready  to  defert  the  alliance  of  Lewis ; and  that 
four  thoufand  French  deftined  for  the  army  in 
Naples,  were  dilbanded  on  the  idea  that  peace 
was  already  concluded.  Antonio  de  Leyva, 
about  the  fame  time,  had  attacked  and  routed  in  ^ 
Calabria  a body  of  French  commanded  by  the 
lord  d’Aubigny.  Gonfalvo  was  determined  to 
avail  himfelf  of  thefe  favourable  circumftances, 
and  of  the  fuperiority  he  had  acquired.  In  the 
battle  of  Cerignoles,  without  regard  to  the  late 
convention,  he  encountered  and  defeated  the 
duke  of  Nemours,  who  perilhed  with  great  part 
of  his  army  in  the  field ; while  Naples  opened 
her  gates  to  the  vi&or,  and  her  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  Capua  and  Averfa, 

D’Aubigny  had  indeed,  after  his  defeat  in  Ca- 
labria, thrown  himfelf  into  Angitole ; where,  fup- 
ported  by  the  zeal  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
portion  of  his  troops  which  had  efcaped  the  fword 
of  the  enemy,  he  had  fuftained  a fiege  of  feveral 
days  i he  was  at  laft  compelled  to  capitulate ; he 
himfelf  remained  as  an  hoftage  till  his  troops  eva- 
cuated the  country  ; and  excepting  Gaieta,  the 
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kingdom  of  Naples  was  totally  fubdued  by  Gon^ 
falvo.  It  was  in  Savoy  that  the  arch-duke  re*? 
peived  the  intelligence  of  this  flhameful  breach 
of  a treaty  for  which  he  had  pledged  his  honour. 
Jealous  of  his  own  reputation,  and  alarmed  left 
he  fhould  be  fufpeCted  of  having  abetted  the  perfi- 
dious practices  of  his  father-in-law,  he  returned 
inftantly  into  France,  and  put  himfelf  in  the 
power  of  Lewis.  At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched 
meffengers  to  Ferdinand,  to  remonftrate  on  the 
indelible  infamy  which  mud  for  ever  ftain  his 
character,  if  he  countenanced  the  treachery  of 
Gonfalvo.  But  the  king  of  Arragon,  atten- 
tive only  to  the  importance  of  his  new  acquifi- 
tions,  was  indifferent  to  reputation.  With  his 
ufual  duplicity,  he- at  one  moment  difowned  his 
ambaffadors,  at  another  his  general ; he  publicly 
offered  to  reftore  the  kingdom  to  the  captive  Fre- 
deric ; but  he  fecretly  fent  orders  to  pufh  the  war 
in  Naples  to  the  abfolute  expulfion  of  the 
French ; thefe  laft  were  punctually  obeyed  by 
Gonfalvo,  who,  almoft  without  refinance,  foon 
afterwards  completed  the  reduction  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Lewis,  whofe  magnanimous  mind  was  fuperior 
to  the  dark  artifices  of  his  rival,  commanded  the 
minifters  of  the  king  of  Arragon  to  quit  his  do- 
minions. Though  he  had  feverely  fuffered  from 
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the  treachery  of  Ferdinand,  he  fcorned  to  avail 
himfelf  of  any  other  arms  than  what  became  him 
as  a monarch.  While  he  difmiffed  the  arch-duke 
with  every  mark  of  refpeCt  to  purfue  his  route 
to  Flanders,  he  addrefled  him  at  parting  in  thefe 
memorable  words  : “ If  your  father-in-law  has 
“ been  guilty  of  perfidy,  I will  not  refemble 
“ him;  and  I am  infinitely  happier  in  the  lofs 
“ of  a kingdom,  which  I know  how  to  re-con-, 
quer,  than  to  have  flained  my  honour,  which 
“ I could  never  retrieve.” 

But  if  fuch  were  indeed  the  expectations  of 
Lewis,  they  were  attended  by  the  molt  mortifying 
and  unmerited  dilappointment.  Irritated  by  the 
duplicity  of  Ferdinand,  he  determined  to  attack 
him  with  the  whole  force  of  France ; and  his 
preparations  were  proportioned  to  the  injuries  he 
had  received.  Three  armies  were  afiembled,  to 
invade  on  every  fide  the  dominions  of  the  king 
of  Arragon.  The  firft,  commanded  by  la  Tre- 
mouille,  and  compofed  of  eighteen  thoufand  in- 
fantry, and  two  thoufand  cavalry,  was  deftined 
to  the  recovery  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples;  the 
fecond  confided  of  five  thoufand  Swifs  and 
French,  and  a thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  under 
the  conduct  of  the  lord  d’Aibert  and  the  marefchal 
de  Gie,  was  directed  to  penetrate  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Fontarabia.  The  third  dill  more  nume- 
rous. 
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rous,  was  entrufted  to  the  marefchal  de  Rieux, 
and  was  to  invade  the  country  of  Rouffillon ; at 
the  fame  time  a confiderable  fleet  was  fitted  out  to 
infult  the  coafts  of  Catalonia  and  Valentia,  and  to 
intercept  any  communication  at  fea  between  Spain 
and  Naples. 

The  indifpofition  of  la  Tremouille 
■ >5°4-  provecj  fatai  t0  the  Italian  expedi- 
tion ; the  command  of  the  army  was  devolved 
' on  the  marquis  of  Mantua  j but  unable  to  en- 
gage the  affeftion  of  his  officers,  that  general 
loon  retired,  and  was  fuccceded  by  the  marquis 
of  Saluces.  The  French,  reduced  by  ficknefs, 
retired  within  the  walls  of  Gaieta,  where  they 
were  foon  after  inverted  by  Gonfalvo.  Famine 
compelled  them  to  furrender ; but  Gonfalvo  vio- 
lated the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  which  erprefled 
that  they  fhould  be  permitted  to  retire  without 
ranfom,  and  Ihamefully  detained  in  captivity  all 
thofe  who  were  natives  of  Naples.  Lewis  d’Ars, 
indeed,  a gallant  French  officer,  rejefting  the 
late  capitulation,  and  the  infidious  offers  of  the 
great  captain,  and  depending  folely  on  his  fword, 
with  about  four  thoufand  men  effe&ed  a glorious 
retreat  into  the  territories  of  Milan.  But  this 
conduft,  fo  honourable  to  liimfelf,  could  not  avert 
the  fate  of  Naples,  and  Gonfalvo  preferved  by 
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his  fkill  the  kingdom  which  he  had  acquired  by 
his  treachery. 

The  army  deftined  Tor  the  attack  of  Fontara- 
bia  was  divided  by  the  diffenfions  of  its  gene- 
rals ; and,  after  a variety  of  injudicious  opera- 
tions, joined  the  forces  of  Fiance  in  Rouflillon, 

, and  formed  the  fiege  of  Salfes ; but  the  French 
were  compelled  to  retire  on  the  approach  of  Fer- 
dinand himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men.  The  fleet  alfo,  after  alarming 
the  coafts  of  Valentia  and  Catalonia,  returned  to 
Marfeilles ; and  Lewis  had  the  mortification  of 
beholding  his  formidable  armaments  baffled  in 
every  enterprise.  The  death  of  Alexander  the 
Sixth,  and  the  ele&ion  of  Julius  the  Second  to 
the  apoftolical  fee,  to  the  difappointment  of  the 
cardinal  d’Amboife,  was  an  event  equally  unfa- 
vourable to  the  views  of  France;  the  mind  of 
her  monarch,  oppreffed  by  this  ftorm  of  ad  ver- 
ity, dangeroufly  affe&ed  his  body.  A fever, 
produced  by  anxiety  and  vexation,  threatened 
his  immediate  difiolution.  Anne,  daily  apprehen- 
five  of  the  death  of  her  royal  confort,  determined 
to  provide  for  her  own  fecurity,  embarked  her  rich 
moveables,  and  meditated  a retreat  into  her  native 
dominions  of , Brittany.  The  veffels  which  fhe 
had  laden  were  flopped  by  the  imprudent  zeal  of , 
the  mardfchal  de  Gie ; an  offence  which  enfured  the 
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future  enmity  pf  Anne  ; and  Lewis  himfelf,  on  his 
recovery,  by  joining  in  the  perfecution  of  a faith- 
ful fervant,  has  fixed  no  inconfidcrable  {lain  on  his 
own  chara&er.  . 

„ As  foon  as  the  health  of  the  king 

A.  D.  1505.  ° 

was  re-eflab'ifhed,  he  diligently  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  terminate  a war  which  had  hi- 
therto proved  fo  unpropitioiis.  A truce  had  been 
concluded  with  Spain  for  the  countries  bordering 
on  the  Pyrennes  ; but  the  faith  of  Ferdinand 
could  no  longer  be  relied  on ; and  a variety  of 
negotiations  >vere  carried  on  between  the  king 
of  France,  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  the 
archduke  Philip.  The'  latter  in  right  of  his  wife 
Joanna,  on  the  death  of  Ifiibella  queen  of  Caf- 
tile,  claimed  the  inheritance  of  her  dominions, 
and  changed  the  Tyftem  of  European  politics. 
Ferdinand  the  Catholic  was  again  reduced  to  his 
original  kingdom  of  Arragon,  after  having  in- 
effedtually  difplayed  his  ufual  finefie  to  obtain  the 
regency  of  Caftile.  He  now  endeavoured  to  re- 
concile himfelf  to  the  king  of  France,  and,  fen- 
fible  of  the  regard  of'  that  monarch  for  his  niece 
Germana  de  Foix,  he  folicited  and  obtained  in 
marriage  the  hand  of  that  princefs.  This  new 
alliance  ferved  to  conciliate  the  animofity  of  the 
contending  monarchs ; a treaty  was  at  length  con- 
cluded ; and  Lewis  honourably  Populated  that 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


4 i 


the  Neapolitan  nobility,  who  had  been  imprifoned 
as  his  adherents  by  Gonfalvo,  (ho'uld  be  reftored  to 
their  freedom  : and  that  the  parti  zans  of  the  houfe 
of  Anjou  fhould  be  reimburfed  for  the  lofles  they 
had  incurred  by  their  fidelity  to  that  family;  con- 
ditions which  the  fituation  of  Ferdinand’s  affairs 
compelled  him  to  accede  to,  and  which  the  king 
of  France  took  care  that  he  fhould  punctually 
perform. 

In  a former  treaty,  the  marriage  of  . „ 

J ° A.D.  1504. 

Claude,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the 

king,  with  Charles  the  fon  of  the  archduke  Phi- 
lip, had  been  determined  on  ; but  the  fiates  had 
modeftly  reprefented  to  the  king  the  danger  to 
the  crown  from  that  princefs  transferring  to  her 
confort,  not  only  her  pretenfions  to  the  Italian 
acquifitions,  but  alio  to  the  province  of  Brittany. 
The  king  yielded  to  their  remonffrances ; he  be- 
llowed the  hand  of  Claude  on  the  count  d’An- 
goulefme,  the  next  heir  to  the  throne ; and  thus 
avenged  himfelf  of  the  former  perfidy  of  Ferdi- 
nand, while  the  feafonable  death  of  the  arch- 
duke precluded  any  differences  which  this  alte- 
ration might  have  produced  between  him  and 
Lewis. 

The  fudden  and  unexpected  death  of  the  arch- 
duke Philip,  again  reftored  Ferdinand  of  Arra- 
gon  to  the  adminiftration  that  he  had  loft.  As 
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he  was  in  Italy  when  this  event  happened,  an  in* 
ter  view  took  place  at  Savona,  in  the  territories  of 
Genoa,  between  him  and  Lewis.  The  fears  of 
the  former,  left  the  king  of  France  fhould  oppofe 
his  defigns  on  the  regency  of  Caftile,  were  his  con- 
cealed motives  to  this  interview.  They  again  re- 
newed their  alliance,  and  .('wore  to  the  ftrid  ob- 
fervance  of  the  articles  of  peace  ; but  Ferdinand, 
who  knew  no  principle  of  public  or  private  fide- 
lity, and  only  regarded  his  own  interefts,  infringed 
and  violated  every  condition  on  his  return  into 
Spain. 

A D 1 0 But  ^)e  attent^on  °f  k*ng  of 

France  was  engroffed  by  the  affairs  of 

Italy.  Julius  the  Second,  though  more  decent 

in  exterior,  poffeffed  the  daring  fpirit  of  his  pre- 

deceffor,  and  difplayed  a difpolition  better  fuited 

to  the  camp  than  the  conclave.  Forgetful  of 

the  protedion  which  Lewis  had  extended  to  him 

under  the  pontificate  of  Alexander,  he  exerted 

his  genius  in  exciting  the  enemies  of  France,  and 

nourifhing  the  difcontents  of  the  Genoefe.  Thefe 

at  laft  broke-  out  into  open  revolt,  expelled 

the  French,  and  declared  Paul  Nuova,  a filk- 

• 1 

dyer,  their  Duke.  They  were  privately  encou- 
raged by  Julius  and  the  emperor  Maximilian; 
and  were  openly  reinforced  by  the  troops  of 
Pifa.  Lewis,  fenfible  how  much  his  reputation 

depended 
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depended  on  immediately  crulhing  the  infur- 
gents,  aflembled  a numerous  and  formidable 
army,  forced  the  pafles  which  the  rebels  had 
occupied,  and  in  perfon  {formed  their  intrench- 
tnents.  The  Genoefe,  difconcerted  by  his  rapid 
approach,  endeavoured  to  difarm  his  refentment 
by  fubmiffion.  The  king,  clad  in  complete  ar- 
mour, and  with  a ftern  countenance  entered  Ge- 
noa ; but  his  natural  clemency  prevailed ; and 
after  punifhing  Paul  Nuova,  and  another  incen- 
diary, with  death,  hfrv contented  himfelf  with  im- 
pofing  on  the  city  a fine  of  three  hundred  thou- 
land  ducats. 

During  the  various  contefts  of  the 
ftates  of  Italy,  the  conflitution  of  Ve-  ' ' '5°S* 
nice  had  maintained  its  liability,  and  the  fenate 
conduced  its  affairs  with  prudence  and  vigour. 
The  territories  of  the  commonwealth  were  en- 
larged ; and  the  commerce  which  it  carried  on, 
and  the  manufactures  which  it  had  eftablifhed, 
rendered  it  the  molt  opulent  Hate  in  Europe. 
The  power  of  the  Venetians  became  at  length  an 
objeCt  of  terror  to  their  neighbours;  and  their 
wealth  was  veivved  with  envy  by  the  greateft 
monarchs,  who  ill  brooked  the  fuperior  magnifi- 
cence of  thefe  haughty  citizens.  Julius  the  Se- 
cond regarded  them  with  peculiar  enmity ; his 
intrigues  firft  laid  the  foundation  of  the  league  of 

Cambray, 
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Cambray,  which  united,  with  himfelf,  againft 
the  republic,  Ferdinand,  Maximilian,  and  Lewis. 
However  policy  might  adluate  the  two  former, 
the  determination  of  the  latter  has  been  univer- 
fally  confuted ; fincc  he  combined  with  his  three 
moil  inveterate  enemies,  againft  a date,  the 
only  ally  which  he  could  depend  on  beyond  the 
Alps. 

The  different  princes  of  Italy  had 
acceded,  from  fear  or  envy,  to  the  ’ ’ 150,1 
league  of  Cambray ; and  the  Venetians,  with  a 
prefumption  different  from  their  natural  charac- 
ter, inftead  of  bending  before  the  ftorm,  pre- 
pared to  meet  it  with  firmnefs.  Julius  had  early 
repented  of  his  new  alliance,  and  offered,  if 
Faenza  and  Rimini  were  reftored  to  the  church, 
to  defert  the  caufe  he  had  embarked  in ; but  Ve- 
nice, confident  in  her  ftrength,  reje&ed  his  pro- 
pofals.  Lewis  himfelf  on  this  occafion  croffed 
the  Alps  in  perfon.  The  impetuous  valour  of 
the  French,  animated  by  the  example  of  their 
monarch,  triumphed  over  all  obftacles ; in  the 
battle  of  Ghiarrada,  Alviano  the  Venetian  ge- 
neral, after  difplaying  the  courage  of  a foldier 
and  the  ikill  of  a commander,  was  defeated  with 
the  lofs  of  above  eight  thoufand  men.  Julius 
immediately  feized  all  the  towns  which  the  re- 
public held  in  the  ecclefiaftical  territories ; thofe 

on 
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fen  the  coaft  of  Calabria,  Ferdinand  re-annexed  to 
his  Neapolitan  dominions ; on  one  fide  Maximi- 
lian at  the  head  of  a powerful  army,  advanced 
towards  Venice,  while  the  French  rapidly  prefled 
their  conquefts  on  the  other.  From  the  height  of 
prefumptioo,  the  Venetians  funk  to  the  depth  of 
defpair ; and  in  their  capital  expedted  the  fatal 
blow  which  was  to  extinguifh  them  as  a repub- 
lick. 

But  though  the  confederates  had  readily  united 
to  humble  the  pride  of  Venice,  their  fuccefs  foon 
revived  their  ancient  jealoufy  and  animofities. 
Each  dreaded  the  aggrandifement  of  the  other, 
and  a mutual  fufpicion  prevailed  through  every 
part.  Their  difcord- rekindled  the  hopes  cf  Ve- 
nice'; by  well-timed  conceflions,  the  fenate  ap- 
peafed  the  pope  and  Ferdinand ; their  arts  at 
length  diflolved  a confederacy  which  threatened 
to  fwallow  up  the  common-wealth ; but  though 
th^  Venetians  recovered  again  many  of  their  ci- 
ties, they  never  could  entirely  retrieve  their 
former  influence,  or  extent  of  territory ; while 
Lewis,  who  had  rather  been  guided  by  refentmenc 
than  political  motives,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
league  of  Cambray,  had  too  much  reafon  to  repent 
the  error  that  he  had  committed,  during  the  future 
part  of  his  reign. 
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The  death  of  the  cardinal  of  Am* 
boife,  fir  ft  minifter  of  ftate,  was  ano- 
ther lofs  to  the  kingdom.  His  virtue  and  difin- 
terefted  fpirit  have  been  juftly  celebrated  by  con- 
temporary hiftorians.  On  the  death  of  Alexander 
the  Sixth,  he  had  afpired  to  the  pontificate ; but 
he  was  betrayed  by  the  cardinal  de  la  Rovera,  to 
whom  his  interefts  were  entrufted,  and  who  availed 
himfelf  of  that  confidence  to  poftefs  himfelf  of  the 
apoftolical  chair,  as  Julius  the  Second.  Yet  though 
the  cardinal  of  Amboife  was  thus  defrauded  of  the 
dignity  he  expe&ed,  he  found  fome  confolation  in 
the  gratitude  of  a people  whofe  councils  he  guided ; 
and  the  tears  of  France  embalmed  the  memory  of 

her  minifter. 

• . 

The  k>ng  of  France  was  deprived  of  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  cardinal  at  the  moment  that  they  were 
moll  neceliary  to  him.  The  pope,  elated  by  the 
effects  of  a league  which  he  himfelf  had  planned, 
conceived  no  enterprife  too  difficult'  for  him, 
and  entertained  the  hope  of  expelling  every  fo- 
reign power  out  of  Italy.  He  dire&ed  his  firft 
attack  a^ainft  the  French.  He  abfolved  the  Ve- 

; . O 

ncxians  from  the  interdict  he  had  fulminated  a- 

* • A * * » 

gainft  them ; he  laboured  to  reconcile  them  to 
the  emperor ; he  negociated  with  Henry  the 
Eighth  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land ; 
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Und  ; and  he  at  laft  openly  declared  war  againft 
the  Jcing  of  France,  entered  the  duchy  of  Ferrara, 
and  laid  liege  to  Mirandola.  The  progrefs  of  his 
forces  not  . equalling  his  expectation,  he  appeared 
himfelf  in  the  trenches,  exhorted  his  troops  to  the 

«'**’*'  >•  * * «»*.»*  » a » ..v  > • ' • • 

attack,  and  on  the  furrender  of  the  city  caufed 

• • * * % m f J . 

himfelf  to  be  carried  in  military  triumph  through 

the  breach  of  the  wall.  . ; . 

* - ■ / ; 

-The  king,  from  his  natural  modera- 
tion,  and  from. the  veneration  of  his-  * *- 

* V . . 

confort  for  the  fuccelfor  of  St.  Peter,  had  forbid- 
den  his  generals  to  carry  their  incurfidns  into  the 
territory  of  the  church  ; but  rouzed  by  reiterated 
..acts  of  hoftilitv* . he  at  length  commanded  the 
, marefchal  Chaumont  to  avenge  the  infult  he  had 
received ; that  officer  prefled  Julius  fo  vigoroufly 
.that  he  was  compelled  to,  retire  into  Ravenna* 
when  Chaumont  himfelf  was  fuddenly  feifed  with 
a mdital  diftemper,  and  - expired*  not  without 
fufpicion  of  poifon.  /This,  feafonable  death  al- 
lowed Julius  time  to  recover;  but  the  marefchal 
.Trivulzio,  who  was  appointed  to  fucceed  Chau- 
mont, foon  reduced  him  to  his  former  diflrefs ; 
.he  dreaded  his  depolition  froth  the  holy  dignity, 
he  beheld  Rome  expofed  to  the  forces  of  his 
enemy,  and  would  probably  have  thrown  himfelf 
on  the  clemency  of  Lewis,  had  not  that  monarch 
, been  again  prevailed  on  by  the  queen  to  fpare 
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the  territories  of  the  church,  and  thus  revived 
, the  arrogance  and  vindi&ive  fpirit  of  the  Roman* 
pontiff. 

Though  Julius  tottered  beneath  the  increafing 
weight  of  age  and  infirmities,  his  enmity  to  France 
feems  to  have  adluated  him  in  the  kit  moments 
of  his  life.  He  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
Ferdinand  of  Arragon;  he  exhaulted  his  coffers  in 
fubfidies  to  the  Swifs ; and  he  allured  to  his  fide 
the  Venetians  whom  he  had  fo  lately  endeavoured 
to  opprefs.  ' The  confederacy  which  he  formed 
obtained  the  name  of  the  Holy  League ; the  army 
of  the  allies  ravaged  the  duchy  of  Milan,  retook 
Brefcia,  and  befieged  Bologna ; when  the  droop- 
ing fpirits  of  the  French  were  reanimated  by  the 

« 

prefence  of  a youthful  hero,  whofe  life  was  a Ihort, 

' but  rapid  career  of  uninterrupted  vi&ory  and  re- 
fulgent glory. 

Gallon  de  Foix,  duke  of  Nemours, 
was  fon  to  John  de  Foix,  by  Mary 
of  Orleans,  filler  to  Lewis  the  Twelfth.  The 
hopes  of  obtaining  his  niece  an  advantageous 
‘ match  had  reconciled  that  monarch  to  the  per- 
fidious Ferdinand,  who  efpoufed  her;  and  the 
efteem  of  the  king  for  his  nephew  was  not  lefs 
apparent.  Though  Gallon  had  fcarce  attained 
his  twenty-third  year,  his  martial  genius  burft 
forth  with  fuperior  lultre,  and  Lewis  entrulled 
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to  his  arm  the  honourable  talk  of  reftoring  the 
fame  .and  fortunes  of  his  country.  The  duke  of 
Nemours  juftified  the  choice  of  his  fovereign. 
During  the  fiege  of  Bologna,  he  entered  the  city 
under  cover  of  a prodigious  fall  of  (now,  unper- 
ceived by  the  aflaiiants,  who  indantly  retired 
from  before  the  place ; he  relieved  the  garrifon 
of  Brefcia ; . and,  with  only  fix  thoufand  chofen 
foldiers,  defeated  the  Venetian  general.  Baglioni, 
who  oppofed  his  march ; -and  glutted  his  follow- 
ers with  the  daughter  of  eight  thoufand  of  the 
enemy.  The  mod  important  vi&ories  were  in- 
deed necedary  to  extricate  Loewis  from  his  difficul- 
ties ; and  that  monarch,  fenfible  that  the  Flo- 
rentines were  ready  to  declare  for  the  holy 
league,  fent  orders  to  Gafton  to  hazard  a decifive 
action.  To  induce  the  enemy  to  this  meafure, 
the  duke  of  Nemours  laid  fiege  to  Ravenna ; the 
confederates  advanced  to  the.  relief  of  that  city. 
The  two  armies  were  nearly  equal  in  number, 
each  confiding  of  about  twenty  thoufand  men. 
In  that  celebrated  battle,  Gadon  difplayed  the 
qualities  of  a confummate  and  experience  . leader;, 
the  confederates  w.re  broken  by  his  fuperior  ge- 
nius and  valour,  and  the  day  was  already  gained, 
when  the  hero  was  informed  that  a body  of  four 
thoufand  Spaniards  dill  maintained  their  .ground, 
and  had  repulicd  fome  of  his  own  troops.  Defi- 
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rous  of  rendering  his  victory  complete,  he  rufhed 
forwards  to  the  charge,  with  about  twenty  gentle- 
men. : He  was  received  with  fteady  courage,  and 
opprefTed  by  a multitude  of  enemies ; his  horfe 
was  killed  under  him ; and  he  himfelf,  after  having 
fought  with  the  mod  heroic  courage,  fell  pierced 
with  twenty-two  wounds. 

Lewis  lamented  the  untimely  fate  of  his  ne- 
phew, and  appointed  the  marefchal  Trivulzio  to 
fucceed  to  the  command  ; but  the  fortune  of  the 
French  feems  to  have  expired  with  ,the  Duke  of 
Nemours ; diflentions  arofe  in  the  victorious  ar- 
my ; Julius  refumed"  frefh  courage ; a feries  of 
diiafters  fucceeded  each  or  her ; and  the  French, 
who  had  fo  lately  afpired  to  the  total  conqueft  of 
Italy,  were  overwhelmed  on  every  fide  with  a tor-' 
rent  of  adverfity. 

Julius  the  Second  was  not  per- 
A.D.  mjttecj  t0  behold  the  expulfion  of  a 
people  whom  he  had  purfued  with  implacable  en- 
mity. His  death  is  fuppofed  to  have  been'  occa- 
fioned  by  vexation,  at  having  ineffectually  la- 
boured more  ftrongly  to  cement  the  confederacy 
that  he  had  formed  ; but  John  de  Medicis,  who 
fucceeded  him  under  the  title  of  Leo  the  Tenth, 
profecuted  with  diligence  and  ability  the  plans  of 
Jais  predeceffor.  The  Venetians  returning  to  their 
forrqer  cautious  councils,  had  declared  their  de- 
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termination  to  obferve  a Uriel  neutrality ; but  the 
Swifs  had  broke  into  the  Milanefe,  defeated  the 
marefchals  la  Tremouille  and  Trivulzio  with  fignal 
daughter,  and  reflored  the  duchy  to  the  authority 
of  Francis  Sforfa,  the  fon  of  the  unfortunate  Lu- 
dovico. 

Genoa  had  feized  the  favourable  moment  to 
throw  off  the  yoke ; and  Lewis  was  threatened  by 
a confederacy  fimilar  to  that  which  _ had  fo  lately 
humbled  the  pride  of  Venice.  The  pope  was 
to  enter  Dauphine  ; the  emperor  to  invade  Cham- 
pagne; the  Swifs,  Burgundy;  Henry  of  England, 
Picardy  ; and  Ferdinand,  Guinne  and  Languedoc. 
But  Leo  the  tenth,  the  liberal  patron  of  the  arts 
and  fciences,  was  fatiated  with  the  found  of  war. 
The  emperor,  indigent  and  fickle,  fought  only 
to  fupply  his  profqfion  by  the  fubfidies  of  his  al- 
lies ; and  Ferdinand  employed  his  forces  in  fuc- 
cefsfully  wreftling  from  John  d’Albert,  the  fmall 
kingdom  of  Navarre,  which  lies  on  the  frontiers 
between  Fiance  and  Spain. 

Henry  indeed  young  and  ardent,  and  inflamed 
with  the  profpedl  of  military  glory,  landed  at  Ca- 
lais, and  formed  the  fiege  of  Terouane,  a town 
fituated  on  the  frontiers  of  Picardy.  To  the  re- 
lief of  that  place  Lewis  advanced  as  far  as  Ami- 
ens ; but  the  cavalry  of  France,  in  endeavouring 
to  cover  a convoy  for  the  town,  was  attacked  by 
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the  Englifh.  Though  the  French  confided  chiefly 
of  gentlemen,  and  had  behaved  vv'th  the  greated: 
gallantry  in  the  wars  of  Italy,  they'  were  on  the 
fight  of  the  enemy  feized  with  an  unaccountable 
panic  ; and  from  the  precipitation  with  which  they 
fled,  the  rout  of  that  day  has  obtained  the  name  of 
the  Battle  of  Spurs ; yet  Henry,  infiead  of  pur- 
fuing  his  advantage  and  dorming  fhe  entrench- 
ments of  an  army  already  difmayed,  returned  to 
the  fiege  of  Terouane,  which  was  at  length  com- 
pelled to  capitulate. 

The  Swifs  in  the  mean  time  had  entered  Bur- 
gundy, and  inverted  Dijon  with  their  victorious 
forces.  The  walls  of  that  city  would  have  proved 
but  a weak  o’ortacle  to  their  impetuous  valour ; 
but  they  allowed  themfelves  to  be  feduced  into  a 
negociation  by  la  Tremouille,'  governor  of  Bur- 
gundy ; who,  though  confcious  that  he  Ihould  be 
difavowed  by  his  mailer,  purchafed  their  retreat 
by  a liberal  diftribution  of  money,  and  by  fplen- 
did  promifes,  which  Lewis  afterwards  refufed  to 
fulfil. 

Henry,  at  the  folicitadons  of  Maximilian,  had, 
after  the  taking  of  Terouane,  engaged  in  the 
fiege  of  Tournay,  a city  within  the  frontiers  of 
Flanders ; opulent  indeed,  but  from  its  fituation 
an  acquifition  of  no  importance  to  the  king  of 
England.  By  its  ancient  charter,  Tournay  was 

exempted 
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(exempted  from  the  burthen  of  a garrifon ; but 
the  inhabitants  fhewed  themfelves  unworthy  of 
this  honourable  privilege,  and  in  a few  days 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Englilh.  Henry  had 
fcarce  happily  terminated  this  enterprife,  before 
he  was  informed  of  the  retreat  of  the  Swifs;  the 
defertion  of  his  allies,  with  the  unfavourable  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  determinated  him  to  repafs  the 
feas  with  the  greater  part  of  his  army;  little  fa- 
tisfied  with  a campaign,  which  though  apparently 
profperous,  but  ill  compenfated  for  the  expence 
with  which  it  had  been  attended. 

Yet  although  Lewis  had  averted 
the  immediate  fury  of  the  ftorm,  he  A‘D  I5'4' 
was  Hill  fenfible  of  the  dangers  to  which  his 
kingdom  was  expofed.  The  king  of  Scotland, 
whom  he  had  excited  to  invade  England,  had  pe- 
rilled with  his  principal  nob-liry,  on  the  dif- 
afterous  field  of  Flowden  ; and  France  he  was 
confcious,  could  only  be  faved  by  difiolving  the 
confedera  y of  her  enemies.  By  the  language  of 
fubmilfion  he  difarmed  the  refentment  of  Leo  the 
Tenth,  willing  to  preferve  the  balance  of  the 
contending  powers.  He  allured  Ferdinand  and 
Maximilian,  by  the  propofal  of  bellowing  his 
fecond  daughter  on  one  of  their  common  grand? 
fons;  and  the  death  of  his  confort,  Anne  of  Brit? 
tany,  which  happened  at  this  critical  junfturc, 
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allowed  him  to  negotiate  a treaty,  not  only  of 
peace,  but  of  alliance,  with  Henry  the  Eighth.  . 

It  was  with  indignation  that  monarch  received 
the  intelligence  of  the  perfidy  of  Ferdinand  andv 
Maximilian.  His  refentment  at  finding  himfelf 
die  dupe  of  their  arts,  encouraged  the.  duke  of 
Longueville,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the 
battle  of  Spurs,  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  favourable 
difpofition;  and  to  propofe  a peace,  which  'ho 
knew  to  be  paffionately  defired  • by,  his  mailer. 
He  infinuated,  that  the  death  of  the  queen  of 
France  opened  the  profped  for  an  affinity,  which 
might  tend  to  the  advantage  of  both  kingdoms ; 
that  though  the  marriage  of  a princefs  of  fixteen, 
with  a king  of  fifty  three,  might  feem  unluitable, 
yet  this  inequality  might  be  compenfated  by  other 
defirable  circumltances  ; and  that  Henry,  in  with- 
drawing, from  the  perfidious  Ferdinand,  would 
conned:  himfelf  with  Lewis,  a prince,  who,  through 
his  whole  life,  had  invariably  maintained  the  cha- 
rader  of  probity  and  honour. 

Henry  readily  liltened  to  the  difcourfe  of  Lon- 
gueville ; and  Lewis  accepted,  with  tranfport,  an 
alliance  which  converted  a formidable  enemy  . 
into  an  important  friend.  The  articles  were 
eafily  adjufted  between  the  two  monarchs  ; Lewis 
agreed  that  Tournay  Ihould  remain  in  the  hands 
. of  the  Englilh  ; that  Richard  de  la  Pole,  an  exile 

in 
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in  France,  who  affe&ed  to  revive  the  pretenfions 
of  the  houfe  of  York,  (hould  be  banifhed  to  Metz, 
there  to  live  on  a petifion  afligned  him  by  Lewis ; 
that  Henry  {hould  receive  the  payment  of  a mil-? 
lion  of  crowns,  being  the  arrears  due  by  treaty  to 
his  father  and  himfelf ; and  that  the  princefa 
Mary  {hould  bring  four  hundred  thou fand  crowns 
as  her  portion,  and  enjoy*  as  large  a jointure'  as 
'any  queen  of  France,  not  excepting  the  late,  who 
was  heirefs  of  Brittany. 

In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  Mary 
was  fent  over  to  France  with  a fplen-  * ‘ 15 
did  retinue,  and  her  marriage  with  Lewis  was  ce- 
lebrated at  Abbeville.  An  alliance  which  had 
been  fuggefted  by  political  views,  was  cemented 
by  the  charms  of  his  new  queen  ;•  and  the  king  of 
France,  fecure  on  the  fide  of  England,  began  al- 
ready to  meditate  futyre  expeditions  againft  Italy ; 
but  his  defigns  were  broken  by  death  ; he  had  been 
frequently  heard  to  repeat,  that,  “ love  is  the  king 
ix  of  young,  but  the  tyrant  of  old  men ; and  he 
was  now  condemned  to  experience  the  truth  of 
that  maxim.  His  conftitution,  already  lhaken, 
was  exhaufted  by  his  affe&ion  for  Mary,  with 
whofe  beauty,*  grace,  and  numerous  accomplifh- 

ments,  he  was  enchanted.  Three  months  after  his 

» 

nuptials,  he  was  feized  with  a fever  and  dyfentery 
at  the  palace  of  the  Tournelles  in  Paris,  and 

breathed 
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breathed  his  laft  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his 
reign,  and  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  age. 

The  character  of  Lewis  is  diftinguifhed  by  a fu- 
perior  integrity,  feldom  to  be  difcerned  in  princes ; 
and  though  fometimes  the  dupe  of  his  goodnefs  of 
heart,  and  of  the  treachery  of  his  neighbours,  yet 
he  well  deferved  the  honourable  appellation  of 
The  Father  of  his  People.  In  him  expired  the  elder 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans,  and  the  fceptre  of 
France  was  transferred  to  that  of  Angoulefrne, 
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ACCESSION  OF  FRANCIS  THE  FIRST INVASION 

OF  NAPLES  AND  VICTORY  OF  MARIGNANO 

COMPETITION  BETWEEN  FRANCIS  AND  CHARLES 

' , 

FOR  THE  IMPERIAL  DIGNITY WARS  BE- 

TWEEN  FRANCIS  AND  THE  EMPEROR  CHARLES 

THB  FIFTH LOSS  OF  MILAN REVOLT  OF 

BOURBON DEFEAT  OF  EONNIVET SIEGE  OF 

MARSEILLES SIEGE  AND  BATTLE  OF  PAVIA. 


E laft  moments  of  Lewis 


ever 

vigilant  over  the  happinefs  of  his  peo-  AD’  15 *5’ 
pie,  were  embittered  by  a prophetic  dread  of  the 
fplendid,  but  dangerous,  qualities  of  his  fuccefTor ; 
Francis  the  Firft,  who  afcended  the  vacant  throne, 
was  the  fon  of  Charles  count  d’Angoulefme  by 
Louifa  of  Savoy ; the  preemptive  heir  of  the 
crown,  he  had  efpoufed  Claude,  the  daughter  of 
the  late  monarch,  by  Anne  of  Brittany ; and  on 
ibis  acceflion  to  royalty,  had  but  lately  completed 
, • his 
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his  twentieth  year.  Formed  with  the  mien  of  a 
hero,  he  excelled  in  the  exercifes  of  a martial  age ; 
eloquent  in  debate,  and  undaunted  in  atflion,  cour- 
teous in  his  manners,  and  bounteous  in  his  difpoli- 
tion,  his  virtues  and  accompli Ihments  dazzled  an 
unthinking  crowd,  blind  to  the  miferies  which 
awaited  his  impetuous  valour  and  inconfiderate 
ambition. 

Mary,  on  the  death  of  Lewis,  had  bellowed 
her  hand  on  Charles  Brandon,  duke  of  Suffolk ; 
Francis,  who  was  pleafed  with  a marriage  which 
prevented  the  king  of  England  from  forming  any 
powerful  alliance  by  means  of  his  filler,  recon- 
ciled Henry  to  Mary  and  her  new  confort,  who 
had  nearly  enjoyed  that  monarch’s  favour ; and 
obtained  permiffion  for  them  to  return  to  England. 
He  next  bellowed  the  vacant  offices  of  conllable 
and  chancellor  on  Charles  duke  of  Bourbon,  and 
Anthony  du  Prat ; and  directed  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  recovery  of  the  Milanefe,  a defign 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  death  of  his 
predeeeffor. 

To  fupply  the  funds  for  this  expedition,  Fran- 
cis, by  the  advice  of  his  new  chancellor,  not  only 
rellored  the  taxes  which  Lewis  had  abolilhed,  but 
expofed.the  offices  of  the  crown  to  fale,  and  en- 
deavoured to  replenifh  his  coffers  by  meafures  the 
moll  arbitrary  and  impolitic.  He  now  openly 

avowed 
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avowed  his  claim  to  the  duchy  of  Milan  ; ' nor 
was  he  induced  to  fufpend  his  refolutions  by  the 
powerful  confederacy  formed  againft  him  by  the 
emperor  Maximilian,  Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  Leo 
the  Tenth,  Sforza,  and  the  Swifs ; the  number 
and  refources  of  his  enemies  feemed  only  to  ftimu- 
late  his  ardour  ; the  pafles  of  the  Alps,  which  had 
been  occupied  by  the  Swifs,  were  eluded ; new 
roads  were  cut  by  the  active  perfeverance  of  the 
French  ; the  army,  after  having  furmounted  every 
.obftacle  of  art  and  nature,  entered . Italy,  and 
furprized  Profper  Colonna,  the  general  of  the 
papal  forces ; who,  ignorant  of  their  approach, 

' was  negligently  encamped  with  a thoufand  cavalry 
on  the  banks  of  the  Po. 

t 

Francis,  on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  this 
fuccefs,  prepared  to  join  his  commanders;  and, 

N' during  his  abfence,  devolved  the  regency  of 
France  on  his  mother  Louifa  of  Savoy  countefs 
of  Angoulefme ; a princefs,  whofe  character  in  a 
great  meafure  influenced  the  various  events  which 
diverfified  the  reign  of  her  fon.  The  exquifite 
charms  of  her  face  and  perfon  were  fcarce  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  increafe  of  years;  and  in  the  ac- 
quired accomplifliments  of  her  fex  ihe  (hone  un- 
rivalled. Her  ambition  and  third  of  power  were 
in  fome  degree  juftified  by  hd*  talents  for  govern- 
ment; flie  poflefled  courage  perfonal  and  politi- 
• cal ; 
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cal ; penetration,  decifion,  and  a magnanimity  fb- 
perior  to  adverfity.  Yet  thefe  virtues  were  fre- 
quently overwhelmed  by  the  impetuous  torrent  of 
her  paflions ; and  her  adminiftration  was  fullied  by 
the  faults  and  weaknetles  of  a woman.  Open  to 
vanity,  and  ftill  fufceprible  of  love  ; but  implac- 
able in  her  refentments,  and  aftuated  by  the  mod 
malign  jealoufy  ; impatient  of  controul,  and  gree- 
dy of  the  national  treafures,  the  wifeft  projects 
were  difconcerted,  and  the  mod;  important  enter- 
prifes  baffled,  by  her  infatiate  rapacity. 

The  king  of  France,  on  affuming  the  command 
of  the  army,  entered  the  Milanefe,  and  preffed 
forwards  towards  the  capital.  He  was  oppofed 
by  the  Switzers  alone,  who  had  encamped  at  Ma- 
rignano,  about  a league  from  Milan.  The  fteady 
valour  of  thefe  troops  had  been  frequently  ex- 
perienced ; but  their  conftancy  was  fhaken  by  the 
alluring  offer  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 
While  they  yet  hefitated,  a reinforcement  of  ten 
thoufand  of  their  countrymen,  and  the  powerful 
exhortations  of  the  celebrated  Matthew  Schiener, 
a Swifs  himfelf,  and  cardinal  of  Sion,  determined 
their  conduct : infpired  by  his  eloquence,  and  in- 
flamed by  a kind  of  military  enthufiafm,  they  fu- 
rioufly  marched  forwards  to  attack  the  lines  of  the 
French. 

Hiftory  fcarce  affords  any  example  of  a battle 

dif- 
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difputed  with  greater  obftinacy  than  that  of  Marig- 
nano.  It  was  begun  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  lafted  more  than 
three  hours  after  the  night  clofed.  Laffitude  and 
darknefs  feparated  the  combatants,  without  aba- 
ting their  animofity ; the  Swifs  renewed  the  charge 
in  the  morning  with  frefh  vigour ; but  they  were 
at  length  repulfed  with  cruel  flaughter ; ten  thou, 
fand  perifhed  on  the  field ; and  the  reft  of  their 
forces  retired  unbroken  and  undaunted,  and  ftill 
formidable,  although  defeated.  The  lofs  of  the 
vidors  was  computed  at  fix  thoufand  men ; and 
the  intrepidity  of  Francis  expofed  him  to  the  moft  " 
imminent  danger.  When  night  fufpended  the 
conflid,  he  found  hknfelf  intermingled  with  his 
enemies,  and  accompanied  only  by  a few  of  his 
attendants.  On  the  carriage  of  a cannon,  com- 
pletely armed,  and  anxious  for  the  dawn,  he 
fnatched  a few  moments  reft  ; in  every  charge  he 
was  foremoft ; his  horfe  was  wounded,  and  his 
body  was  covered  with  contufions,  but  though  his 
perfonal  prowefs  flood  unrivalled,  the  vidory  o 
that  day  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  conftable  Charles 
of  Bourbon,  whofe  fkill  and  martial  genius  were 
eminently  difplayed  ; and  whofe  younger  brother 
the  duke  de  Chatelleraud  fell  gallantly  fighting  by 
his  fide. 

The  terror  which  the  battle  of  Marignano  in- 

vol.  ii.  F fpired, 
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fpired,  together  with  the  return  of  the  Swifs  troops 
into  their  own  country,  left  Maximilian  Sforza  al- 
moft  deftitute  of  any  afliftance.  He  yet  fought  to 
prolong  the  moments  of  his  fovereignty  by  retiring, 
into  the  caftle  of  Milan  ; but  that  fortrefs  was  in- 
capable of  widiftanding  the  ardour  of  the  French, 
directed  by  the  duke  of  Bourbon.  It  was  furren- 
dered  to  that  getleral,  together  with  the  city  of  Cre- 
mona ; but  Sforza  obtained  at  leaft  honourable 
conditions  from  the  vidtor;  and  a fafe  retreat, 
with  an  ample  penfion,  were  afligned  him  in 
France.  Deftitute  of  ambition,  and  of  talents,  he 
gladly  retired  from  a fituation  to  which  he  was  un- 
equal, and  expired  at  laft  at  Paris,  after  lingering 
for  fifteen  years  through  a life  of  contempt. 

Leo  the  Tenth,  verfed  in  all  the  refinements  of 
Italian  policy,  abandoned,  with  their  fortune,  the 
caufe  of  his  allies.  He  .courted  an  interview  with 
Francis  ; and  that  monarch  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
condudted  by  the  cardinals  de  Fiefco  and  de  Me- 
dicis  to  the  city  of  Bologna.  He  was  there  re- 
ceived by  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  foon  triumphed 
over  the  conqueror  of  die  Swifs,  by  the  infmu- 
ating  language  of  flattery  ; and  the  king  of  France, 
after  adopting  the  future  plans  of  Leo,  haftened 
to  Lyons,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  acclamations  of 
his  fubjecis,  and  offer  the  trophies  of  his  vidtory  at 
the  feet  of  his  mother  Louifa. 

3 Yet 
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Yet'a*  mord  penetrating  ftatefman 
might  have  difcerned  advantages,  not  * 15  * 

lefs  permanent  from  the  ftroke  of  fate,  than  from 
the  efforts  of  valour  and  difcipline ; and  the  death 
of  Ferdinand  of  Arragon  removed  the  only  mo- 
narch, whofe  long  experience,  fubtle  arts,  and 
numerous  refources,  Francis  had  reafon  to  dread. 
Ferdinand  had  ever  confidered  his  grandfon,' 
Charles,  archduke  of  Auftria,  rather  as  the  rival 
of,  than  the  fucceflor  to,  his  throne ; and  his  fo- 
licitude  to  have  other  children  by  his  confort 
Germana,  ftimulated  him  to  conjugal  exertions, 
which  probably  haftened  his  deceafe.  ' His  death  - 
united  under  one  mafter,  the  Netherlands  and 
Franche  Comte,  the  kingdoms  of  Caftile,  Arragon, 
and  Naples,  with  the  newly-difcovered  treafures 
of  the  weftern  world ; but  that  mafter  had  fcarce 
yet  attained  the  age  of  fixteen ; his  dominions 
lay  diftant  and  disjointed ; the  people  he  ruled 
over,  unconnected  by  laws,  by  cuftoms,  or  by  lan- 
guage, regarded  • each  other  with  the  eye  of  jea- 
loufy  and  averfion;  and  many  of  the  dates,  at- 
tached  to,  and  alarmed  for  their  ancient  rights 
and  privileges,  confideted  Charles  a5  their  mod 
dangerous  £nemy,  and  Fraricis  as  their  moft  natu- 
ral ally.  r . • 

Yet  the  king  of  France  permitted  the  favourable 
moments  to  efcape  him and  while  he  forefaw 

¥ z . thd 
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the  gathering  florm,  negleded  the  meafures  by 
which  he  might  probably  have  averted  it ; inftead 
. of  attacking  the  infant  power  of  his  rival,  he  fuf- 
fered ' it  peaceably  to  attain  to  maturity,  and 
-trufted  to  the  delufive  arts  of  negociation.  Maxi- 
milian, who  had  broken' into  the  Milanefe  with 
an  army  of  near  forty  thoufand  Germans,  was  re- 
pulfed,  and  compelled  to  retire  by  the  inferior 
forces  of  France,  commanded  by  the  conflable 
Bourbon ; but  the  fame  fuccefs  attended  not  the 
Jnvalion  of  Navarre,  a kingdom  which  had  been 
wrefted  by  Ferdinand  from  the  houfe  of  Albret ; 
Francis,  defirous  of  reftoring  that  family,  had 
furniflbed  the  exiled  monarch  with  troops  and 
..money;  but  John  d’Albret  was  baffled  by  the  vi- 
.gilance  and  precautions  of  cardinal  Ximenes, 
who,  drawn  from  the  cloyfter,  ruled  Spain  with 
;prpdence  firmnefs,  and  fagacity.  That  minif- 
ter  employed  the  moment  of  vidory  to  difman- 
tle  the  towns  and  , caflles  of  Navarre,  which 
. llightly  fortified,  and  weakly  garriloned,  were  un- 
able to  refill  an  enemy ; and  ferved  only  to  fur- 
niQi  him  with  places  of  retreat.  The  capital 
Pampeluna  alone  preferved  its  walls,  and  wras 
Rrengthcned  with  additional  fortifications.  To 
this  decifive  meafure  Spain  owes  the  poffefflon  of 
Navarre;  the  French,  iince  that  period,  have 
. often  entered,  and  over- run  the  open  country ; 

but 
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hut  deftitute  of  ftrong  towns  to  retire  to,  they  have  • 
been  obliged  to  abandon  their  conquefts,  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  they  made  them. 

At  the  deceafe  of  Ferdinand,  Charles,  his  fuc- 
ceflor,  was  in  Flanders ; and  although  defirous  to 
take  poftcfiion  of  his  new  dominions,  he  was  de- 
tained by  powerful  obftacles  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. The  war,  which  had  been  kindled  in 
Italy,  ftill  fubfifted ; and  with  his  crown,  Charles 
inherited  the  enterprifes  of  his  grandfather;  but 

V • , 

the  Flemings  were  averfe  to  engage  in  hoftilities 
with  France,  which  might  endanger  the  extenfive. 
commerce  they  carried  on ; and  it  was  only  by  a 
treaty  with  that  kingdom  that  Charles  could  fe- 
cure  himfelf  a fafe  palfage  into  Spain.  Francis,  • 
on  the  other  hand,  deftitute  of  allies,  and  folici- 
tous  to  cftablifh  by  a peace  his  late  conquefts  in 
Italy,  liftened  with  joy  to  the  firft  overtures  of 
accommodation.  Commiffioncrs  were  appointed, 
and  a few  days  after  opening  their  conferences 
at  Noyon,  they  concluded  a treaty  of  confede- 
racy and  mutual  defence  between  the  two  mo- 
narchs.  - 

The  principal-  articles  which  compofed  this 
treaty  were,  that  Francis  fhould  give  in  marriage 
to  Charles  his  eldeft  daughter  the  princefs  Louifa, : 
an  infant  of  a year  old,  and  as  her  dowry,  (houldr 
make  over  to  Jiim  all  his  claims  and  pretenfions ! 
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upon  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ; that  in  confidera- 
tion  of  Charles’s  being  already  in  pofieffion  of 
Naples,  he  fliould,  until  the  accomplithment  of 
the  marriage,  pay  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns  a 
year  to  the  king  of  France ; and  the  half  of  that 
fum  annually  as  long  as  the  princefs  had  no  chil- 
dren. That  when  Charles  fhould  arrive  in  Spain, 
the  heirs  of  the  king  of  Navarre,  for  John  d’Al- 
bret  had  expired  of  chagrin,  might  reprefent  to 
him  their  right  to  that  kingdom ; and  if  they  ob- 
tained not  fatisfaftion,  Francis  was  left  at  liberty 
to  aflift  them  with  his  forces. 

A.  D.  1517.  Such  were  the  conditions  of  the  peace 
is18-  of  Noyon ; too  favourable  to  France 
for  her  king  to  expett  that  they  would  be  long 
obferved.  Yet  they  afforded  a tranfient  tran- 
quillity to  the  fubjedb  of  thefe  rival  monarchsj 
and.  the  accefhon  of  Maximilian  to  the  treaty, 
hufhed  the  temped;  of  war  which  had  fo  long  agi- 
tated Europe.  The  fatisfaclion  which  the  king 
derived  from  the  late  convention  was  increafed 
by  the  birth  of  a dauphin ; and  the  liberality  of 
Francis  foon  gained  to  his  interefts  Wolfey,  the 
minifter  of  Henry  of  England.  By  the  influence 
pf  his  favourite,  that  monarch  was  prevailed  on 
to  reftore  Tournay,  which  he  had  lately  conquered 
from  France;  but  to  render  the  meafure  more 
palatable  to  the  Englifh,  it  was  agreed  that  the 

: ' dauphin 
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dauphin  and  the  princefs  Mary,  both  of  them  in- 
fants, {hould  be  betrothed ; that  this  city  {hould 
be  confidered  as  the  dowry  of  the  princefs ; and 
that  Francis  (hould  pay  fix  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  for  the  expences  that  Henry  had  been  at 
in  repairing  the  fortifications. 

Encouraged  by  this  fucceft,  the  king  of  France 
extended  his  views  to  the  recovery  of  Calais ; and 
k is  generally  believed  that  the  propofal,  extra- 
vagant as  it  was,  met  with  a favourable  recep- 
tion from  Wolfey ; but  though  the  minifter  ven- 
tured to  fuggeft  the  meafure  to  an  obfequious 
council,  he  found  the  people  too  flrongly  pre- 
poffeffed  againft  relinquiftiing  the  only  trophy  of 
their  former  victories ; he  himfelf  foon  afterwards 
gradually  declined  from  the  interefts  of  Francis  ; 
greedy  of  wealth  and  open  to  flattery,  the  fame 
arts  as  had  inclined  him  to  the  French  monarch, 
were  fuccefsfully  pradtifed  by  his  rival  Charles ; 
and  the  king  of  England,  naturally  ftubborn  and 
imperious,  yielded  to  the  afcendency  which  his 
favourite  had  acquired,  and  veered  with  every 
caprice  of  the  ambitious  cardinal. 

The  fhort  calm  which  Europe  had 
enjoyed,  was  foon  interrupted  by  an  » ’ \s 

event  of  little  moment  in  itfelf,  but  rendered  by 
its  confequences  more  memorable  than  any  that 
had  happened  during  feveral  ages*  The  emperor 
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Maximilian,  a prince  equally  deftitute  of  virtues 
and  abilities,  expired  at  Lintz  upon  the  Danube, 
while  he  was  employed  in  attempts  to  gain  the 
electoral  fuflfrages  for  his  grand  (bn’s  nomination 
as  king  of  the  Romans.  The  feven  great  princes, 
diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of  electors,  in  whom 
the  right  of  chufing  an  emperor  had  long  been 
veiled,  turned  their  eyes  towards  Frederic  duke 
of  Saxony,  a prince  whofe  prudent  adminiftra- 
tion  had  acquired  him  the  name  of  Sage ; but 
Frederic  rejected  the  fplendid  dignity  with  mag- 
nanimity and  difintereftednefs.  He  urged  the 
neceffity,  at  a period  when  the  Turkifh  armies, 
led  by  the  victorious  Selim  the  Second,  were 
ready  to  deluge  Germany  with  their  rapacious 
myriads,  of  committing  the  imperial  feeptre  to  a 
more  powerful  arm  ; and  of  railing  to  the  throne 
a prince  capable  of  relifting  the  impetuous  torrent 
of  the  infidels  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  Eu- 
rope. 

Two  competitors  alone  prefented  themfelves 
as  equal  to  the  public  emergency,  Francis  and 
Charles.  The  former  already  renowned  for  his 
triumph  over  the  Swifs  in  the  battle  of  Marig- 
nano;  the  latter  ftrongly  recommended  by  the 
contiguity  of  his  dominions,  and  by  his  German 
extraction.  They  had  both  profeffed,  from  the 
beginning,  to  carry  on  their  rivalfhip  with  emu- 
lation. 
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lation,  but  without  enmity;  and  Francis,  with 
the  vivacity  natural  to  him,  declared,  “ We  are 
“ both  fuitors  to  the  fame  miftrefs ; the  more 
' fortunate  will  carry  her,  but  the  other  mud 
“ remain  contented  yet  neither  neglected  any 
meafure  that  was  likely  to  enfure  fuccefs.  Money 
was  fcattered  with  a profufion  unknown  before ; 
and  the  French  ambaffadors  travelled  with  a . 
train  of  horfes  loaded  with  treafure.  The  partia- 
lity of  the  Germans  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  with 
the  voice  of  Frederic  of  Saxony,  decided  the  * 
important  conteft;  Charles  was  raifed  to  the  im- 
perial dignity ; and  Francis,  .after  exhaufting  his 
coffers,  had  the  mortification  of  beholding  a young 
and  inexperienced  prince  preferred  to  the  conqueror 
of  Milan.  . 

Leo  the  Tenth  had  obferved,  with  a 
folicitude  worthy  of  his  penetration,  the  * \?1#* 
pretenfions  of  the  contending  monarchs ; and,  jea- 
lous of  each,  had  fecretly,  though  ineffectually,  ex-  ‘ 
horted  the  German  princes  to  place  one  of  their 
own  number  on  the  imperial  throne.  Henry  of 
England,  after  vainly  declaring  himfelf  a candi- 
date, had  withdrawn  from  the  hopelefs  conteft, 
and  maintained  a fullen  neutrality  during  the.im- 
portant  competition.  But  Francis,  alarmed  at 
the  augmented  fplendour  and  power  of  Charles, 
and  inflamed  with  indignation  which  he  could  no 
■ ^ longer 
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longer  fupprefs,  endeavoured,  by  a,  ft  rift  alliance 
with  H^pry,  to  balance  the’ acquifitions  of  his 
rival.  Well  acquainted  with  Henry’s  charafter, 
he  folicited  an  interview  near  Calais ; in  expecta- 
tion of  being  able,  by  familiar  converfation,  to 
gain  upon  his  friendfhip  and  confidence.  Henry, 
fond  of  pomp  and  magnificence,  cheerfully  agreed 
to  the  propofal ; but  while  he  prepared  to  crofs 
the  Teas,  he  was  furprifed  by  the  arrival  of  the 
emperor  at  Dover.  Charles,  informed  of  the  in- 
tended interview,  endeavoured  to  difappoint  its 
effefts,  and  previoufty  to  engage  the  favour  of  the 
Englifh  monarch ; in  his  paflage  from  Spain  to 
the  Low  Countries,  he  fleered  direftly  for  Eng- 
land ; Henry  haftened  to  receive  with  every  mark 
of  refpeft,  a gueft  who  had  flievvn  fo  implicit  a 
reliance  on  his  honour.  The  emperor,  to  whom 
time  was  preciousj  flaid  only  four  days;  but  in 
that  fpace  he  contrived  to  give  the  king  of  Eng- 
land favourable  impreffions  of  his  charafter  and 
intentions,  and  to  attach  to  his  interefts  Wolfey, 
by  gratifying  his  avarice  with  a penfion  of  feven 
thoufand  ducats,  and  by  flattering  the  ambitious 
cardinal  with  the  hopes  of  the  papacy  on  the  death 
of  Leo  the  Tenth.  , 

On  the  day  of  Charles’s  departure,  Henry  em- 
barked with  the  queen  and  his  whole  court  for 
Calais,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Guifnes,  a fmall 

town 
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town  near  the  frontiers ; while  Francis,  with  a 
fimilar  train,  advanced  to  Ardres, , only  & few 
miles  diftant,  and  within  the  Englifh  pale.  The' 
magnificence  which  was  difplayed  by  two  princes 

equally  fplendid,  'profufe,  and  vain,  made  the 

/ 

fpot  on  which,  they  met  retain  the  name  of  “ The 
“ Field  of  die  Cloth  of  Gold.  Banquets,  balls, 
and  tournaments,  were  fqcceflively  exhibited. 
The  kings  themfelves,  expert  and  vigorous,  bore 
away  in  every  martial  exercife  the  prize  of  valour  t 
and  dexterity.  But  ferious  bufincfs  was  not  per- 
mitted to  obtrude  upon  hours  devoted  to  enter- 
tainment ; for  ten  or  twelve  days  this  fcene  of 
royal  diflipation  was  afliduoufly  purfued ; at  length 
the  monarchs  feparated  ; and  Francis  might  regret 
a fum  lavifhed  in  this  fruitlefs  pageantry,  greater 
than  what  Charles  had  diftributed  to  acquire  the 
imperial  crown ; who  by  a fecond  interview  with  the 
king  of  England  engaged  the  confidence  of  Henry 
and  his  favourite,  and  effaced  all  the  friendfhip  to 
which  the  frank  and  liberal  nature  of  his  rival  had 
given  birth.  ' 

. While  the  king  of  France  laboured  to  conci- 
liate the  regard  of  Henry,  he  was  not  inattentive 
in  courting  the.  fupport  of  the  Roman  pontiff. 
Though  the  fagacity  of  Leo  the  Tenth  enabled 
him  to  difeern  his  true  intereft  in  preferving  the^ 
tranquillity  of  Italy,  and  the  balance  of  power  as 

it 
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it  was  at  length  eftablifhed ; yet  the  prudent  neu- 
trality ^which  he  ought  to  have  obferved,  was  loft 
in  the  indignation  with  which  he  beheld  the 
tranfalpine  nations  prcfcribc  laws  to  the  Italian 
ftates,  aud  in  his  impatience  to  diftinguifh  his 
pontificate  by  fome  fplendid  a&ion.  He  vainly 
flattered  himfelf  with  the  idea  of  alternately  af- 
fifting  each  monarch,  of  finally  expelling  both, 
and  of  acquiring  the  glory  of  reftoring  to  Italy 
the  liberty  and  happinefs  it  enjoyed  before  the 
invafion  of  Charles  the  Eighth.  By  the  German 
conftiiution,  the  kings  of  Naples  were  for  ever 
excluded  from  the  imperial  dignity.  Charles  by 
his  cleiftion  was . declared  to  have  forfeited  his 
tight  to  Naples ; and  Leo,  in  the  profecution  of 
his  defign,  undertook  to  beftow  the  inveftiture  of 
that  kingdom  on  Henry,  the  fecond  fon  of  Francis, 
with  whom  he  contracted  a ftrict  though  fecret  al- 
liance. 

By  the  treaty  of  Noyon,  Charles  had 
bound  himfelf  to  do  juftice  to  the  fa-  A D"  '511' 
mily  of  Albret,  which  claimed  the  kingdom  of 
Navarre ; but  the  emperor  had  received  with 
coldnefs  and  eluded  every  application  of  that  na- 
ture ; and  Francis  now  prepared  to  reftore  by 
arms  the  exiled  family.  The  junfture  appear- 
ed favourable  to  fuch  an  enterprife.  Charles 
bad  recalled  his  forces  from  that  part  of  the 
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kingdom  to  quell  the  commotions  which  had 
arifen  in  Spain  ; and  a confiderable  faction  in  Na- 
varre was  ready  to  declare  for  the  defcendants  of 
their  ancient  monarchs.  To  avoid  giving  of- 
fence, if  poffible,  to  the  emperor  or  the  king  of 
England,  Francis  levied  the  forces  for  this  expe- 
dition in  the  name  of  Henry  d’Albret;  and  en- 
trufted  them  to  Andrew  de  Foix,  a young  man 
without  experience  or  talents,  but  who  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  command  by  the  influence  of  his 
fitter,  the  Countefs  of  Chateau -Briant,  the  favou- 
rite miftrefs  of  the  king.  The  kingdom  of  Na- 
varre received  the  invaders  with  open  arms ; the 
fortifications  of  Pampeluna  were  yet  unfinifhed, 
and  a French  garrifon  was  admitted  within  the 
walls.  But  Andrew  de  Foix,  inftead  of  fecuring 
his  conqueft,  was  precipitated  by  his  ardour  %. 
fearch  of  new  acquifitions.  With  the  confent  of 
Francis  he  patted  the  confines  of  Navarre,  and 
inverted  Logrogno,  a fmall  town  in  Caftile.  The 
Caftilians,  who  had  hitherto  beheld  his  progrefs 
without  jealoufy  or  oppofition,  were  roufed  by 
this  national  infult.  Their  domeftic  difienfions 
were  extinguifhed  by  the  appearance  of  a foreign 
enemy ; and  the  French  general  was  compelled 
to  abandon  his  rafh  enterprife  with  difgrace.  He 
was  purfued  by  the  increafing  forces  of  the  Spa- 
niards ; and  inftead  of  taking  fhelter  under  the 
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cannon  of  Pampeluna,  and  waiting  the  arrival 
of  fome  troops  that  were  marching  to  join  him, 
he  hazarded  a decifive  aCIion  with  a fuperior  ene- 
my. His  army  was  defeated,  he  himfelf  was 
taken  prifoner,  and  Navarre  by  this  victory  was 
again  reftored  to  the  authority  of  Charles. 

The  invafion  of  Navarre  had  been  carried  on 
in  the  name  of  Henry  d’Albret ; and  Francis,  in 
attacking  another  part  of  his  rival’s  dominions, 
had  recourfe  to  an  artifice  much  of  the  fame 
kind.  He  encouraged  Robert  de  la  Mark,  lord 
of  Bouillon,  who  had  abandoned  the  fervice  of 
Charles  on  account  of  an  encroachment  made 
on  his  jurifdiCtion,  to  declare  war  againft  the 
emperor  in  form.  Robert  entered  Luxembourg 
with  troops  levied  in  France  with  the  king’s  con- 
nivance, though  feemingly  in  contradiction  to 
his  orders.  Charles  complained  of  this  as  a di- 
rect violation  of  the  peace  fubfifting  between  the 
two  crowns,  and  fummoned  Henry  the  Eighth  to 
turn  his  arms  againft  Francis  as  the  firft  aggrefior. 
The  French  monarch,  ftill  defirous  of  concilia- 
ting the  inclinations  of  the  king  of  England, 
commanded  de  la  Mark  to  difband  his  troops; 
but  the  emperor  had  by  this  time  affembled  an 
army  to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  Robert  ; the 
count  of  Naflau,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  in- 
vaded- his  territories,  and  foon  difpofTefTed  him 
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of  every  place  except  Sedan.  Naffau,  by  the 
approbation  of  his  matter,  and  encouraged  by 
his  fuccefs,  patted  the  frontiers  of  France,  and 
inverted  Mouflbn,  which  foon  furrendered ; he 
next  pointed  his  arms  againft  Mezieres  ; but  . 
that  fortrefs  was  defended  by  the  chevalier  Bay- 
ard, diftinguilhed  among  his  contemporaries  by 
the  appellation  of  The  Knight  without  Fear  and 
without  Reproach.  This  hero  exerted  the  talents 
which  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed  him,  in  the  fiege 
of  Mezieres  ; and  the  Imperialitts  were  compelled 
by  his  valour  and  conduct  to  abandon  the  fiege 
with  a confiderable  lofs. 

During  thefe  hoftile  operations,  Francis  himfelf 
had  nearly  fallen  the  vidtim  of  a Angular  acci- 
dent. The  martial  manners  of  the  age  charadte- 
rifed  every  diverfion ; and  the  king,  with  a fmall 
band  of  gentlemen,  attacked  with  fnow-balls, 
and  weapons  of  that  nature,  the  houfe  of  the 
count  de  St.  Pol,  who  defended  it  with  another 
party.  A torch  from  the  hand  of  one  of  the  de- 
fendants unfortunately  ftruck  Francis  on  the  head, 
and  wounded  him  feverely.  His  life  was  long 
defpaired  of;  and  during  the  cure  of  his  wound, 
as  it  became  neceffary  to  cut  off  his  hair,  he  ne- 
ver would  fuffer  it  to  grow  again,  but  introduced 
the  fafhion  of  wearing  it  Ihort.  Even  on  this 
occafion,  the  magnanimity  of  his  mind  was  con* 
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fpicuoufly  difplayed;  nor  would  he  ever  permit 
any  attempt  to  be  made  to  difcover  the  perfon 
who  had  wounded  him. 

On  his  recovery,  Francis  immediately  took 
the  field  with  a numerous  army,  retook  Mouf- 
fon,  and  fpread  through  the  Low  Countries  the 
terror  of  his  arms.  Near  Valenciennes,  on  the 

« i 

banks  of  the  Scheld,  he  faced  the  Imperialifts 
headed  bv  Charles  himfelf.  The  latter  defirous 
of  avoiding  an  engagement,  endeavoured  to  re- 
treat under  cover  of  a thick  fog;  the  conftable 
Bourbon  faw  the  favourable  opportunity,  and  in- 
treated  his  fovereign  to  avail  himfelf  of  it ; but 
the  king,  who  never  loved  that  nobleman,  and 
was  influenced  by  the  refentment  which  his  mo- 
ther Louifa  had  conceived  againft  him,  rejected 
his  advice.  To  neglecl  he  added  infult,  and  be- 
llowed the  command  of  the  van,  which  belonged 
to  Bourbon  in  right  of  his  office  of  conftable,  on 
Charles  duke  of  Alen$on,  firft  prince  of  the  blood. 
Thus  to  his  paflions  and  prejudices  Francis  facri- 
- ficed  the  opportunity  of  advantageoufly  engaging 
his  rival  in  perfon,  and  firft  difgufted  a fubje<ft 
whofe  fteady  courage  and  military  fkill  were 

equal  to  the  moll  lplendid  and  arduous  atchieve- 

» 

ments. 

. Under  the  aufpices  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the 
negociations  for  peace  were  again  refumed,  and 

again 
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again  abandoned ; while  Charles  invetted  and  re- 
duced Tournay ; and  Bonnivet,  admiral  of  France, 
and  the  acknowledged  favourite  of  his  matter,  in- 
vaded Navarre,  and  pofletted  himfelf  of  Fonta- 
rabia.  But  the  emperor:  found  a compenfation 
for  this  lofs  in  his  intrigues  with  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Roman  pontiff.  Henry  agreed  to 
invade  France  on  the  fide  of  Picardy  with  forty, 
thoufand  men,  and  to  beftow  on  Charles  his  only 
child  the  princefs  Mary,  the  apparent  heir  of  his 
dominions,  while  Leo,  enticed  by  the  advantages 
which  the  emperor  offered,  readily  quitted  his  al- 
liance with  Francis,  and  concluded  a new  treaty 
with  his  rival.  The  principal  articles  were,  that 
the  pope  and  the  emperor  fhould  join  their  forces 
to  expel  the  French  out  of  the  Milanefe,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  which  fhould  be  granted  to  Francifco 
Sforza,  the  fon  of  Ludovico  the  Moor,  who  had 
refided  at  Trent  fince  the  time  his  brother  Maxi- 
milian had  been  difpoffeffcd  of  his  dominions  by. 
Francis;  that  Parma  and  Placentia,  which  had 
been  wrefted  from,  fhould  be  reftored  to,  the 
church;  and  that' the  emperor  fhould  aflitt  the 
pope  in  conquering  Ferrara. 

The  government  of  Milan  had  been  com- 
mitted by  Francis,  to  Odet  de  Foix,  marefchal 
de  Lautrec,  another  brother  of  the  countefs  de 
Chateu-Briant.  Though  by  no  means  deftitute 
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of  military  talents,  his  imperious  manners  and 
rapacious  difpofition  alienated  the  affections  of 
the  Milanefe,  drove  many  of  the  confiderable 
citizens  into  banifhment,  and  forced  others  to 

/ 

retire  for  their  own  fafety. . Among  the  laft 
was  Jerome  Morone,  vice-chancellor  of  Milan, 
celebrated  for  his  intriguing  fpirit  and  fubtle  ge- 
nius. He  repaired  inftantly  to  Francis  Sforza, 
whofe  brother  he  had  betrayed ; and  penetrating 
i into  the  fecret  intentions  of  Leo,  propofed  to  the 
pontiff  in  the  name  of  Sforza,  to  furprife  feveral 
places  in  the  Milanefe  by  means  of  the  exiles  ; 
Leo  approved  the  defign,  and  permitted  the  con- 
fpirators  to  affemble  at  Reggio,  which . at  that 
time  belonged  to  the  church  ; marefchal  de  Foix* 

who  commanded  at  Milan  in  the  abfence  of  his 

* 

brother  Lautrec,  informed  of  their  refort,  entered 
the  ecclefinftical  territories,  and  inverted  Reggio ; 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  by  the  vigilance  and 
condudt  of  the  governor,  the  hirtorian  Guicciar- 
dini, and  Leo  readily  feized  the  pretence  of  pub- 
lickly ' breaking  with  France,  and  excommuni- 
cated de  Foix  as  an  impious  invader  of  St.  Peter’s 
■ patrimony. 

The  king  of  France,  apprized  of  the  ftorm 
which  threatened  his  Italian  dominions,  com- 
manded Lautrec  to  repair  to  his  government, 
with  the  aflurance  that  |ie  ftioiild  be  fupplied 

with 
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with  troops  and  money.  The  forces  of  France 
were  either  employed  in  the  Low  Countries,  or 
afiembling  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain ; and  his 
only  refource  was  in  the  Swifs,  from  whom  he 
procured  the  immediate  levy  of  an  additional 
body.  But  the  money  appropriated  for  their  fup- 
port  was  intercepted  by  the  rapacity  of  Louifa, 
•who  had  conceived  an  inveterate  diflike  to  Lau- 
tree ; twelve  thoufand  Swifs,  fatigued  with  a long 
and  fruitkfs  campaign,  and  murmuring  for  want 
of  pay,  retired  from  the  ftandard  of  France ; Mi- 
lan was  betrayed  to  Colonna,  the  general  of  Leo ; 
the  other  cities  of  the  duchy  followed  the  example 
of  the  capital;  Parma  and  Placentia  were  united 
to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate ; the  town  of  Cremona, 
with  the  caftle  of  Milan,  and  a few  inconiiderablo 
forts  only  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French; 
and  Lautrec,  with  the  (battered  remnant  of  his 
army,  precipitately  retreated  towards  the  Venetian 
territories. 

Leo  received  the  accounts  of  this  rapid  fuc- 
cefs  with  fuch  tranfports  of  joy  as  brought  on  a 
fever,  and  occahoned  his  death.  By  this  unex- 
pected accident  the  fpirit  of  the  confederacy 
was  broken,  and  its  operations  fufpended ; the 

Swifs  were  recalled  by  the  Cantons;  the  merce- 

. * 

naries  difbanded  for  want  of  pay ; and  only  the 
Spaniards-,  and  a few  Germans  in  the  emperor’s 
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fervice,  remained  ro  defend  the  Milanefe;  but 
Lautrec  himfelf,  equally  deflitute  of  men  and 
money,  was  unable  to  improve  the  favourable 
opportunity. 


The  intrigues  of  the  conclave  were 
A.  D.  termjnate(}  by  tbe  eleflion  of  cardinal 

t 

.Adrian  of  Utrecht,  who  at  that  time  governed 
.Spain  in  the  emperor’s  name,  and  was  confe- 
• quently  attached  to  his  intereft.  The  war  in  the 
Milanefe  was  refumed  with  frelh  vigour.  Lau- 
trec had  received  from  the  king  a fmall  fum  of 
money,  which  enabled  him  once  more  to  take 
the  field  ; the  Swifs,  as  a reparation  to  the  French 
king  for  having  unfeafonably  withdrawn  their 
troops  from  his  army,  had  permitted  him  to  levy 

ten  thoufand  men  in  the  republic.  But  the  ca- 

* 

price  of  this  people  was  often  no  lefs  fatal  to 

their  friends,  than  their  valour  was  formidable 

to  their  enemies.  Their  feditious  murmurs 

» 

compelled  Lautrec  to  attack  the  camp  of  the 
confederates,  advantageoufly  chofen  at  Bicoc- 
ca;  in  vain  did  that  officer  remonftrate  againfl: 
the  rafh  enterprife ; the  Swifs  were  deaf  to  rea- 
fon,  and  renewed  their  demand  with  greater 
fiercenefs ; Lautrec  was  reduced  to  comply ; but 
^after  an  ineffefl.ua! . difplay  of  valour,  and  the 
lofs  of  their  braved  companions,  the  Swifs  aban- 
doned the  hopelefs  attempt.  The  furvivors  next 
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day  returned  to  their  own  country ; the  French 
fought  fhelter  in  their  own  territories ; and,  ex- 
cept the  citadel  of  Cremona,  the  reft  of  the  Mila- 
nefe  was  ^eftored  to  the  authority  of  Francifco 
Sforza,  by  the  arms  of  Colonna,  the  general  of  the 
Confederates. 

The  indignation  of  Francis  at  beholding  him- 
felf  thus  defpoiled  of  his  Italian  dominions,  firft 
burft  on  the  head  of  Lautrec ; that  general  excul- 
pated himfelf  at  the  expence  of  Semblencai,  fu- 
perintendant  of  the  finances,  who  had  with -held, 
at  the  command  of  Louifa,  the  promifed  fupplies  ; 
but  the  countefs  of  Angoulefme,  unawed  by  the 
bafenefs  and  inhumanity  of  her  condud,  hefitated 
not  to  difavovv  the  iniquitous  tranfadion ; and  ' 
the  innocent  and  unfortunate  Semblencai,  who 
had  grown  grey  in  the  fervice  of  four  fucceffive 
monarchs,  perifhed  the  vidim  of  his  fovereign’s 
refentment. 

Francis  had  need  of  all  his  magnanimity  to  op- 
pofe  the  tempeft  which  alfailed  him  on  every 
fide.  Genoa  again  threw  off  the  yoke,  expelled 
the  adherents  of  France,  and  opened  her  gates 
to  the  imperial  army.  Henry  of  England  openly 
declared  war;  and  his  forces,  commanded  by 
the  earl  of  Surrey,  landed  at  Cherbourg  in  Nor- 
mandy, ravaged  the  coafts  of  that  province,  and 
having  effeded  a jundion  with  the  Flemifh 
G 3 , troops, 
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troops,  entered  Picardy.  But  the  French,  though 
inferior  in  numbers,  baffled  by  a prudent  fyftem 
of  defence,  the  defigns  of  their  adverfaries  ; and 
Surrey,  after  feveral  unfuccefsful  Ikirmifhes,  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  his  harafied  forces. 

The  Spaniards,  though  engaged  in  domeftic 
diflenfions,  had  delivered  a part  of  their  force  to 
the  recovery  of  Fontarabia ; that  city  was  howe- 
ver relieved  by  the  marefchal  de  Chabannes ; but 
the  fatisfa&ion  which  Francis  might  derive  from 
this  event,  was  more  than  balanced  by  the  con- 
federacy of  his  enemies  and  the  defertion  of  hi* 
allies ; even  the  Venetians,  who  had  hitherto  ad- 
hered to  him  with  firmnefs,  now  believed  his  de- 
ftru&ion  inevitable,  and  formed  a league  with 
the  emperor.  Their  example  was  followed  by 
the  other  Italian  ftates,  and  the  king  of  France 
was  left  alone  to  repel  his  numerous  adverfaries, 
whofe  territories  encompafled  his  dominions  on 
every  fide.  Yet  roufed  by  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger, he  prepared  to  encounter  it  with  fpirit  and 
intrepidity ; before  his  enemies  were  ready  to  exe- 
cute their  fchemes,  he  had  already  alfembled  a 
formidable  army,  and  determined  to  difconcert 
the  defigns  of  the  emperor,  by  marching  in  per- 
fon  into  the  Milanefe. 

The  vanguard  of  .his  army  had  al- 
I5*3'  ready  reached  .Lyons,  and  he  himfelf 
. . was 
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was  haftening  after  it,  when  his  intentions  were 
fufpended,  and  his  meafures  broken  by  the  intel- 
ligence of  domeftic  confpiracy.  Charles  duke 
of  Bourbon,  and  conftable  of  France,  from  his 
birth,  fortune,  and  office,  might  juftly  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  moil  powerful  fubjedt  in  that  king- 
dom. He  had  eminently  diftinguilhed  himfelf 
at  the  battle  of  Marignano ; and  his  third;  of 
glory,  and  Ikill  in  martial  exercifes,  might  natu- 
rally have  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  a 
monarch  renowned  for  fimilar  qualities ; but  un- 
happily Louifa,  the  king’s  mother,  had  con- 
trafted  a violent  averfion  to  the  houfe  of  Bour 
bon ; Ihe  had  communicated  her  prejudices  to 
her  fon  ; the  duke  of  Bourbon  had  been  inju- 
rioufly  removed  from  the  government  of  Milan ; 
his  counfels  on  the  banks  of  the  Scheld  had  been 
contumelioufly  rejected ; and  a public  affront 
was  offered  to  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole 
army,  by  depriving  him  of  the  command  of  the 
yanguard.  Thefe  repeated  indignities  had  ex- 
haufted  his  patience ; he  had  already  entered  into 
a fecret  correfpondence  with  the  emperor ; when 
a new  and  more  fevere  injury  inflamed  his  third 
of  revenge,  and  for  ever  eftranged  him  from  his 
allegiance  to  Francis. 

Bourbon  about  this  time  became  a widower  by 
the  death  of  his  confort,  daughter  to  the  famous 
• ' G 4 lady 
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lady  of  Bcaujeu.  Lonifa,  without  regarding  the 
difparity  of  age,  forgot  her  former  enmity  in  the 
violent  affe&ion  which  fhe  conceived  for  the  per* 
fon  of  that  prince  ; but  Bourbon  ‘rejected  her  ad* 
•vances  with  contempt ; and  the  love  of  the  coun- 
tefs  was  again  converted  into  implacable  hatred. 
AfTifted  by  Bonnivet,  who  was  ambitious  to  fuc- 
cecd  him  as  conftable,  and  by  du  Prat,  the  moft 
corrupt  minifter  that  ever  held  the  feals,  her 
perfecution  became  but  too  fuccefsful.  A law* 
fuit  was  commenced  againft  him  for  the  eftates 
that  he  held  in  right  of  his  deceafed  wife  ; and  by 
a fentence  deftitute  even  of  the  appearance  of 
equity,  he  was  defpoiled  of  the  greateft  part  of 
his  fortune. 

Bourbon,  reduced  by  this  unjuft  decifion  to 

j * 

defpair,  renewed  his  intrigues  in  the  imperial 
court.- ' Charles  and  Henry  gladly  embraced  his 
alliance,  and  fpared  no  allurements  to  confirm  him 
in  - his  refoluuon.  The  former  offered  him  in 
marriage  his  fifter  Eleanor,  the  widow  of  the  king 
of  Portugal ; he  was  confidered  as  a principal 
in  the  treaty  of  the  two  monarchs ; and  on  the 
conqueft  of  France,  which  they  had  planned,  the 
counties  of  Provence  and  Dauphine  were  afhgned 
to  him  with  the  title  of  king.  The  emperor  en- 
gaged to  enter  France  by  the  Pyrennees ; and 
Henry,  fupported  by  the  Flemings,  was  to  in* 

• ■ « 2 , vade 
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vadc  Picardy ; while  Bourbon  was  to  penetrate 
with  an  army  of  Germans  into  Burgundy,  and  to 
adt  with  his  adherents  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom. 
The  plot  was  deeply  laid  ; and  the  execution  of  it 
was  alone  fufpended  until  the  king  (hould  crofs  the 
Alps  with  the  only  army  capable  of  defending  his 
dominions. 

The  rumour  of  Bourbon’s  intrigues  had  already 
reached  the  ear  of  Francis ; his  fupicions  were 
lulled  awhile  by  the  arts  of  the  conftable ; but  by 
the  indifcretion  of  two  of  the  confpirators,  the 
king  was  awakened  to  the  certainty  of  his  dan- 
ger; he  immediately  determined  to  fecure  the 
perfon  of  Bourbon ; who,  apprized  of  his  inten- 
tions, fuddenly  crofled  the  Rhone  in  difguife, 
eluded  the  parties  fent  out  to  intercept  him,  and, 
after  infinite  fatigues  and  perils,  reached  Italy  in 
fafety.  . '•  - 

Though  Francis  took  every  precau- 
tion to  extinguifh  the  fparks  of  revolt,  A*D‘  15 J.4' 
and  garrifoned  the  places  of  flrength  in  the  con- 
ftable’s  territories,  yet  he  made  not  any  parti- 
cular enquiries  after  the  accomplices  of  his  de- 
figns.  His  own  irregularities  about  this  time 
proved  fatal  to  the  life  of  his  confort  Claude,  an 
amiable  princefs,  who  bore  with  refignation  the 
neglett  of  her  hufband,  and  with  meeknefs  the  au- 
thority ufurped  by  the  countefs  of  Angoulefme  ; 

Francis 
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Francis  himfelf,  though  he  relinquifhed  his  inten- 
tion of  leading  in  perfon  his  army  into  Italy,  did 
pot  abandon  that  expedition,  but  entrufted  the 
conduit  of  it  to  the  admiral  Bonnivet. 

That  nobleman  engroffed  the  favour  and  pa- 
tronage of  his  royal  mailer,  whom  in  many  points 
he  refembled.  Handfome  in  his  perfon,  gallant, 
and  amorous,  he  was  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
countefs  of  Angoulefme,  under  whofe  protection 
he  rofe  ; but  vain,  arrogant,  and  prefumptuous, 
though  ambitious  of  the  character  of  a general,  of 
all  the  talents  requilite  for  command  he  pofi'effed 
only  the  lowed  and  mod  common,  perfonal  cou- 
rage. Colonna,  who  was  entrulled  with  the  defence 
of  die  Milanefe,  was  compelled  to  retire  before  the 
fuperior  forces  of  France ; the  dream  of  the  Tefino 
oppofed  an  ineffectual  obdacle  to  Bonnivet ; the 
greated  part  of  the  duchy  fubmitted  to  his  anus ; 
had  he  improved  the  general  condernation,  Milan 
itfelf  mud  have  furrendered  ; but  a delay  of  three, 
or  four  days  redored  the  courage  of  the  citizens  ; 
and  after  a vain  attempt  on  the  capital,  the  incle- 
mency of  the  feafon  induced  Bonnivet  to  retire  into 
winter  quarters. 

In  Burgundy  and  Guiennc,  the  Germans  and 
Spaniards  were  repulfed  by  the  duke  of  Guife  and 
the  marefchal  Lautrec ; jn  Picardy,  indeed,  the 
Englifh  extended  their  devadations  along  the  de- 

fencelefs 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  91. 

fencelefs  banks  of  the  Oyfe,  penetrated  within 
eleven  leagues  of  Paris,  and  filled  the  capital 
with  terror ; but  their  career  was  checked  by  the 
gallantry  of  the  duke  of^Vendofme ; they  were 
continually  haraffed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  ma- 
refchal  la  Tremouille ; and  they  were  at  length 
purfued  with  difgrace  out  of  the  French  territo- 
ries. 

During  thefe  operations  pope  Adrian  had  ex- 
pired, and  the  hopes  of  Wolfey  were  blafted  by 
the  elevation  of  the  cardinal  de  Medici,  under 
the  name  of  Clement  the  Seventh,  to  the  papal 
dignity;  the  favourite  of  Henry  now  difcerned 
how  egregioufly  he  had  been  duped  by  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  emperor ; and  he  fecretly  refolved 
once  more  to  divert  the  inclinations  df  his  m after 
towards  Francis.  That  monarch  had  difcovered 
and  dHconcerted  a dangerous  confpiracy ; he  had 
driven  the  author  of  it  into  exile ; he  had  baffled 
the  fchemes  of  the  powerful  confederacy  formed 
again#  him  ; and  had  recovered  one  half  of  the 
- duchy  of  Milan ; but  the  enfuing  campaign 
opened  with  more  difaftrous  events..  «Fontara- 
bia  was  furrendered  by  the  treachery  and  "cow- 
ardice of  Fran  get,  its  governor.  A numerous 
army  of  the  allies  threatened  that  part  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe  which  had  lately  been  reduced  by  the 
French.  Bonnivet,  whofe  forces  had  been  weak- 
ened 
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cned  by  a peftilential  diforder,  was  unable  to  con- 
tend' with  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
and  ftill  lefs  with  the  fuperior  talents  of  Bourbon, 
the  marquis  of  Pefcara,  and  Lannoy,  viceroy  of 
Naples.  Thefe  celebrated  leaders  compelled  the 
admiral  to  abandon  his  ftrong  camp  at  Biagrafla, 
and  prefled  on  his  rear  with  inceflant  diligence ; 
in  the  paflage  of  the  river  Seffia,  while  he  exerted 
himfelf  with  confpicuous  valour,  he  received  a 
wound  in  his  arm  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
field ; he  committed  the  important  charge,  which 
he  reluctantly  deferted,  to  the  chevalier  Bayard. 
That  officer  animated  the  cavalry  by  his  example 
and  his  prefence,  to  fuftain  the  whole  fhock  of  the 
enemy’s  troops,  while  the  infantry  fecurely  crofled 
the  river ; but  in  this  fervice  Bayard  received  a 
wound,  which  he  immediately  perceived  to  be 
mortal.  Incapable  any  longer  of  fitting  on  horfe- 
back,  he  was  placed  on  the  ground,  with  his  face 
towards  the  enemy,  and  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
guard  of  his  fword,  which  he  held  up  inftead  of 
a crofs.  In  this  poflure,  which  became  him  as  a 
foldier  and  a chriftian,  he  addrefied  his  prayers 
to  God,,  and  univerfally  regretted  by  his  country- 
men and  his  foes,  he  expired,  as  his  anceftors 
for  feveral  generations  had  done,  in  the  field  of 
battle. 

Bonnivct  led  back  his  fluttered  army  into 
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France,  whofe  monarch  was  immediately  ftripped 
of  all  that  he  had  held  in  Italy.  The  victors,  en- 
couraged by  their  fuccefs,  determined  to  invade 
the  country  of  Provence.  Bourbon,  at  the  head 
of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  pafled  the  Alps  with- 
out oppofition  ; but  his  defign  of  penetrating  into 
the  interior  provinces,  and  effedting  a jundtion 
with  his  remaining  adherents,  was  over-ruled  by 
the  authority  of  Charles,  who  directed  him  to  make 
the  redudtion  of  Marfeilles  his  chief  objedt.  That 
city  was  obflinately  defended  by  a veteran  gar- 
rifon ; the  king  of  France  himfelf  advanced 
with  a fuperior  force  to  the  relief  of  it;  and 
Bourbon,  after  having  confumed  forty  days  in  the 
, vain  enterprife,  retired  with  precipitation  towards 
Italy. 

The  glory  which  Francis  had  acquired  in  de- 
livering his  fubjedts  from  this  formidable  inva- 
fion,  might  have  fatisfied  a moderate  mind ; but 
that  prince,  naturally  fanguine  and  impetuous, 
afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  the  Milanefe.  His  love 
of  fame  was  feconded  by  a lefs  noble  paffion  ; 
and  Bonnivet  is  fuppofed  to  have  inflamed  the 
defires  of  his  fovereign  by  his  defcription  of  a 
beautiful  lady  of  Milan.  In  vain  did  the  oldefl: 
generals  attempt  .to  difliiade  their  mafler;  in 
vain  did  the  countefs  of  Angoulefme  conjure  him 
to  flop ; Francis  was  deaf  to  the  counfels  of  the 
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former ; and  to  elude  the  remonftrances  of  thedat- 
ter,  after  appointing  her  regent  in  his  abfence,  he 
began  his  march  acrofs  the  Alps. 

Francis,  with  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
entered,  and  fpread  terror  through  the  Milanefe  ; 
the  gates  of  the  capital  were  immediately  opened 
to  him ; and  Bourbon  himfelf  fcarce  outftripped 
his  purfuit  with  the  remnant  of  his  flying  forces. 
Had  the  king  inftantly  attacked  the  enemy,  who 
had  retired  to  Lodi  on  the  Adda,  that  day  might 
have  extinguifhed  the  dominion  of  Charles  in  Italy; 
but  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  Bonnivet, 
he  laid  fiege  to  Pavia  on  the  Tefino,  a place  ftrong 
in  its  fortifications,  and  garrifoned  by  fix  thoufand 
veterans,  under  the  command  of  Antonio  de  Leyva, 
an  officer  equally  diftinguilhed  by  his  patient  cou- 
rage and  enterprifing  fpirit. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  king  of  France  induced  Cle- 
ment the  Seventh  to  defert  the  caufe  of  Charles, 
and  court  the  alliance  of  his  adverfary  ; the  ex- 
ample of  the  pope  was  followed  by  the  republic  of 
Florence ; and  the  king,  elated  by  profperity,  de- 
tached fix  thoufand  men  to  ravage  the  kingdom 
of  Naples;  but  neither  this  diverfion,  nor  the 
inclemency  of  the  fealon,  prevented  him  from 
mcefiantly  preffing  the  fiege  of  Pavia.  Three 
months  of  conftanr  fatigue  had  reduced  the  garri- 
fon  to  the  laft  extremity,-  when  the}’  difeerned  the 

welcome 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


95 


welcome  banners  of  the  Imperialifts  preffing  for- 
wards to  their  relief. 

The  zeal  of  Bourbon  had  brought  . „ 

0 A.  D.  1515. 

twelve  thoufand  Germans  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  Lannoy  and  Pefcara ; yet  Francis,  patiently 
in  his  entrenchments,  might  have  defied  the  fury  of 
his  adverfaries  ; but  the  rafh  counfels  of  Bonnivet 
ftimulated  him  to  the  fatal  encounter.  Part  of  the 
left  wing,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Alen<jon,  bafely  deferted  their  fovereign ; the  gar- 
rifonof  Pavia  fallied  out  on  his  rear ; the  French 
cavalry  was  broken  by  the  imperial  horfe ; the  rout 
became  general ; and  refiftance  ceafed  almoft  in 
every  part  but  where  the  king  fought  in  perfon. 
Though  wounded  in  feveral  places,  and  thrown 
from  his  horfe,  he  ftill  defended  himfelf  with  the 
mod  heroic  courage;  and  fix  of  his  afiailants  pe- 
riflred  by  his  arm.  At  length,  exhaufled  with  fa- 
tigue, he  delivered  his  fword  ro  Lannoy,  who  re- 
ceived it  with  refpedt,  and  prefented  to  him  his 
own ; but  though  that  general  treated  his  royal 
captive  with  every  mark  of  honour  due  to  his  rank, 
he  was  equally  folicitous  to  prevent  his  efcape  ; and 
condudted  Francis,  the  day  after  the  battle,  to  the 
ftrong  caftle  of  Pizzhigintone,  near  Cremona, 
where  he  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Don 
Ferdinand  Alarcon,  an  officer  of  fevere  vigilance 
and  incorruptible  integrity. 

2 Chap. 
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Chapter  the  ' Twenty -fourth . 


IMPRISONMENT  OF  FRANCIS — HIS  RELEASE  BY 

THE  TREATY  OF  MADRID VIOLATION  OF 

THAT  TREATY WAR  BETWEEN  FRANCIS 

AND  THE  EMPEROR — REVOLT  OF  DORIA,  AND 

DEATH  OF  LAUTREC — PEACE  OF  CAMBRAY 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS  TO 
CATHERINE  OF  MEDICIS — WAR  RENEWED — 

DEATH  OF  THE,  DAUPHIN — TRUCE  OF  NICE 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  EMPEROR  THROUGH  FRANCE 
— WAR  DECLARED  AGAIN — FINAL  PEACE  AT 
ESPERNAY DEATH  OF  FRANCIS, 


. _ By  the  defeat  of  Pavia,  France  was 

A.  D.  1515. 

left  without  a fovereign,  without  trea- 
fures,  and  without  an  army.  Ten  thoufand  of 
her  bravelt  foldiers  had  perifhed  on  the  bloody 
field ; and  the  mod  illuftrious  of  her  nobility  had 
facrificed  their  lives  to  preferve  their  honour. 
Among  thefe,  the  leafl:  regretted  was  Bonnivet, 

His 
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His  * fatal.. counfels  had  precipitated  the  national 
• calamity;  his  haughty  mind  fcorned  to  furvive 
the  public  difafter;  and  rufhing  into  the  thickeft 
ranks  of  the  enemy,,  he  fell  covered  with  honour- 
able wounds. 

The  firft  intelligence  of  the  rout  at  Pavia  was 
tranfmitted  by  the  king  himfelf  to  his  mother,  iti 
a letter,  which  contained  thefe  words  : u Madam, 
“ all  is  loft,  except  our  honour.”  The  paflions  of 
Louifa  had  endangered  the  kingdom,  but  her  abi- 
lities were  exerted  to  fave  it.  In  this  trying  hour, 
her  magnanimity  never  deferted  her  ; and  inftead 
,of  giving  herfelf  up  to  the  lamentations  of  a wo- 
man, (he  difcovered  all  die  forefight  and  /kill  of  a 
confummate  politician.  She  aflembled  the  nobles 
at  Lyons,  and  animated  them  by  her  example  and 
language ; (he  colle&ed  the  remains  of  the  army 
which  had  ferved  in  Italy,  and  enabled  it  again  to 
take  the  field  ; fhe  levied  new  troops,  and  raifed 
extraordinary  fums  to  defray  the  expence  of  them  ; 
but  her  chief  care  was  dire&ed  to  conciliate  the 
friendfhip,  and  to  obtain  the  protection  of  the  king 
of  England. 

Henry  beheld  with  concern  the  balance  of 
power,  which  he  had  affe&ed  to  maintain,,  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  difaftrous  field  of  Pavia ; and  his 
minifter,  Wolfey, , remembered  with  indignation 
.the  vain  promifes  of  the  papacy  with  which 
vol.  11.  H Charles 

i 
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Charles  had  deluded  him.  The  former  trembled 
for  the  independence  of  all  Europe,  menaced  by 
the  riling  greatnefs  of  an  ambitious  prince ; and  he 
liftencd  with  a mixture  of  admiration  and  pity  to 
the  gallantry  of  the  unfortunate  Francis.  He  fe- 
cretly  allured  Louifa  of  his  fupport,  and  compelled 
her  to  promife  that  flie  would  not  difmember  the 
kingdom,  even  to  procure  her  fon’s  liberty ; but 
to  the  emperor  he  held  a different  language ; he 
reminded  him  that  the  hour  was  now  come  of  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  monarchy  of  France.  He  offered 
to  invade  Guienne  with  a powerful  army  ; and  he 
demanded  that  Francis  Ihould  be  delivered  to  him, 
in  confequence  of  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  Bruges,  by  which  ’ 
each  party  was  bound  to  furrender  all  ufurpers  to 
him  w'hofe  rights  they  had  invaded.  Thefe  ex- 
travagant pronofals  were  received  by  the  emperor 
with  the  coldnefs  that  was  expeCted ; and  his  re- 
jecting them,  afforded  the  king  of  England  foon 
after  a decent  pretence  for  withdrawing  from  his 
alliance. 

Meanwhile  in  Italy  the  imperial  generals  were 
fcarce  lefs  embarraffed  than  the  foes  they  had  van- 
quilhed  ; Milan  was,  indeed,  entirely  evacuated  by 
the  French  ; but  Lannoy,  for  want  of  money,  was 
obliged  to  difmifs  the  greateft  part  of  his  army. 
Charles  himfelf,  inftead  of  making  one  great  ef- 
fort 
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fort  to  penetrate  into  France,  defcended  to  the  arts 
of  intrigue  and  negociation..  He  ordered  the 
count  de  Rouex  to  vifit  his  royal  captive,  and  to 
propofe  the  following  conditions  as  the  price  of  his 
liberty.  That  he  fhould  reftore  Burgundy  to  the 
emperor,  from  whofe  anceftors  it  had  been  wrefted; 
that  he  fliould  furrender  Provence  and  Dauphine, 
to  form  a kingdom  for  Bourbon  ; that  he  fhould 
fatisfy  the  claims  of  the  king  of  England,  and 
finally  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  any  territory  in 
Italy.-  When  Francis  heard  thefe  rigorous  propo- 
fals,  .he  was  fo  tranfpbrted  with  indignation,  that, 
drawing  his  dagger  haftily,  he  exclaimed,  c<  ’twere 
“ better  that  a king  fhould  die  thus  V*  Alarcon, 
alarmed  at  his  vehemence,  laid  hold  on  his  hand ; 
' but  though  he  foon  recovered  greater  compofnre, 

he  {till  declared  in  the  moil  folemn  manner,  that 

- / 

he  would  rather  remain  a prifoner  through  life, 
than  purchafe  liberty  by  fuch  ignominious  concef- 
fions. 

But  Lannoy,  defirous  of  conveying  his  captive 
fafe  into  Spain,  flattered  Francis  with  the  hope 
that  a perfonal  interview  with  the  emperor  would 
haften  his  deliverance  on  more  equitable  terms; 
and  the  French  king,  eager  on  a fcheme  which 
feemed  to  open  fome  profpeft  of  liberty,  fur- 
nifhed  the  gallies  necefiary  for  the  voyage ; and 
commanded  his  admiral  Doria  to  fuflfer  them  to 
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pafs  without  oppofition.  Bourbon  and  Pefcara 
were  deceived  by  the  pretence,  that  Lannoy  meant 
to  tranfport  his  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Naples ; 
and  the  latter  officer,  embarking  with  the  king  at 
Portofiero,  landed  in  a few  days  at  Barcelona ; 
Francis  was  thence  conveyed  to  Madrid,  and 
lodged  in  the  Alcazar  under  the  care  of  the  vigi- 
lant Alarcon. 

But  inftead  of  the  interview  with  which  he  had 
been  flattered,  the  king  of  France  found  himfelf 
in  a folitary  prifon,  and  guarded  with  unremit- 
ting attention ; the  only  recreation  that  was  per- 
mitted him,  was  to  take  the  air  on  a mule,  fur- 
rounded  by  foldiers.  The  continuance  of  this 
harlli  treatment  for  fix  months  threw  him  into  a 
fever ; and  the  emperor,  terrified  left  death  might 
deprive  him  of  the  advantages  which  he  expected 
to  derive  from  his  releafe,  condefeended  to  make 
him  a confolatory  vifit,  and  to  animate  him  with 
the  hopes  of  fpeedy  freedom.  Thefe  fallacious 
expectations  vanifhed  with  the  king’s  return  of 
health  ; and  Francis,  in  dtfpair,  entrufted  to ' his 
filter,  the  duches  of  Alen^on,  a deed,  by  which  he 
refigned  his  kingdom  to  the  dauphin. 

The  dread  of  fuch  a meafure,  and 
A ° * 5*  the  confederacy  which  he  beheld  form- 
ing  againft  him,  at  length  influenced  the  em- 
peror ferioufly  to  treat  with  him.  The  death  of 

the 
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the  marquis  of  Pefcara,  already  had  allowed 
Charles  to  fatisfy  the  claims  of  Bourbon,  by  ap- 
pointing him  to  the  command  in  Italy,  together 
with  the  duchy  of  Milan,  forfeited  by  Sfotza ; 
and  the  fubfequent  treaty  fubfcribed  at  Madrid  re- 
ftored  liberty  to  Francis.  In  refpedt  to  the  prin- 
cipal article  which  regarded  Burgundy,  the  French, 
king  engaged  to  reflore  that  country  to  the  em- 
peror in  full  fovereignty ; and  Charles  confented* 
that  this  reftitution  fhould  not  be  made,  until  the 
king  was  fet  at  liberty  ; in  order  to  fecure  the  per- 
formance of  this,  as  well  as  the  ether  conditions,? 
Francis  agreed  that  at  the  fame  inftant  he  himfelf 
was  releafed,  he  would  deliver,  as  hoftages,  his 
eldeft  fop  the  dauphin,  his  fecond  fon  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  or  in  lieu  of  the  latter,  twelve  of  his 
principal  nobility  to  be  named  by  the  emperor.  By 
the  other  articles,  the  king  of  France  renounced 
all  pretenfions  in  Italy  ; difclaimed  any  title  to  the 
fovereignty  of  Flanders  and  Artois  ; promifed  full 
reparation  for  the  damages  fuftained  by  Bourbon, 
or  his  adherents  ; and  engaged  to  ufe  his  inrereft 
with  Henry  d’Albret  to  abandon  his  claim  on 
Navarre.  In  corroboration  of  this  union,  Francis 
was  to  marry  the  emperor’s  lifter,  the  queen  dow-: 
ager  of  Portugal ; and  to  caufe  all  the  articles,  of 
this  treaty  to  be  ratified  by  the  Hates,  and  regif— 
tered  in  the  parliaments  of  his  kingdom ; that 
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upon  the  emperor’s  receiving  this  ratification,  the 
hoftages  Ihould  be  fet  at  liberty ; but  in  their  place 
the  duke  of  Angoulefme,  the  king’s  third  fon, 
Ihould  be  delivered  to  Charles  to  be  educated  at  the 
imperial  court ; and  that  if-  'Francis  did'  not  fulfil 
the  ftipulations  within  the  time  limited,  he  Ihould 
engage,  upon  his  honour  and  oath,  to  return  into 
Spain,  and  to  furrender  himfelf  again  a prifoner  to 
the  emperor. 

Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  celebrated  treaty  of 
Madrid,  by  which  the  emperor  flattered  himfelf 
that  he  had  effe&ually  difarmed  his  rival ; but  his  < 
minifiers  had  already  reprefented  how  improbable 
it  was  that  Francis  would  execute  articles,  which  he 
had  fubfcribed  with  fo  much  reluftance ; and  the 
French  monarch,  while  yet  at  Madrid,  aflembled 
the  few  counfellors  that  he  could  confide  in ; and 
after  exacting  from  them  a folemn  oath  of  fecrecy, 
he  formally  protefted  that  his  confent  to  the  treaty 
Ihould  be  confidered  as  an  involuntary  deed,  and  be 
deemed  null  and  void. 

Yet  both  monarchs,  amidft  their  mutual  fufpi- 
cions,  maintained  the  appearance  of  cordiality ; 
the  ceremonies  of  the  marriage  between  Francis 
and  the  queen  of  Portugal  were  performed ; but 
Charles  would  not  permit  the  confummation,  until 
the  return  of  the  ratification  from  France.  As 
foon  as  that  arrived,  Francis  was  conduced  to 
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the  river  Bidaffoa,  near  Fontaiabia.  On  the  oppo- 
fite  bank  were  the  dauphin  Francis,  and  his  bro- 
ther Henry  duke  of  Orleans,  who  were  to  be  deli- 
vered up  as  hoftages  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
treaty.  The  exchange  was  immediately  made ; 
Francis,,  after  a fhort  embrace  to  his  children, 
leaped  into  the  boat  provided,  and  reached  the 
French  fhore;  he  mounted  that  inftant  a Turkith 
horfe,  waved  his  hand  over  his  head,  and  with  a 
joyful  voice,  crying  aloud  feveral  times,  “ I am 
“ yet  a king,”  galloped  full  fpeed  to  Saint  John 
de  Luz,  and  from  thence  to  Bayonne. 

The  firft  care  of  the  French  king,  on  his  return 
to  his  dominions,  was  to  acknowledge  his  gratitude 
to  Henry  of  England ; his  next  to  difavow  that 
article  by  which  Burgundy  was  to  be  ceded,  ki 
the  prefence  of  Lannoy  and  Alarcon,  the  ambaffa- 
dors  of  Charles,  the  deputies  from  that  duchy  re- 
prefented  that  no  king  could  alienate  their  country 
from  the  crown ; and  Francis,  affecting  to  be  con- 
vinced by  their  arguments,  offered,  in  lieu  of 
Burgundy,  to  pay  the  emperor  two  millions  of 
crowns.  This  propofal  was  rejeSed  ; and  Francis 
prepared  to  extort  the  acquiefcence  of  his  rival  by 
arms. 

r * • 

. 

He  had  already  filently  negociated  a confe- 
deracy, which  promifed  to  fet  bounds  to  the  am- 
bition of  the  emperor.  The  pope,  the  Venetians, 
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and  the  duke  of  Milan,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs 
of  Charles,  had  readily  acceded  to  it.  The  king 
of  England  was  declared  proteftor  of  this  league, 
which  was  dignified  by  the  name  of  Holy , and 
Clement,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  papal  power, 
abfolved  his  new  ally,  Francis,  from  the  oath 
which  he  had  taken  to  obferve  the  treaty  of 
Madrid. 

. „ But  Sforza  duke  of  Milan  was  al- 

A-  D*  I 527.  . 

ready  befieged  in  die  caftle  of  bis  ca- 
pita] ; and  before  the  duke  d’Urbino,  the  general 
of  the  confederates,  could  advance  to  his  relief, 
'he  was  compelled  to  furrender  to  the  arms  of 
Bourbon,  who  was  left  in  full  poffeflion  of  the 
duchy,  the  inveftiture  of  which  the  emperor  had 
promifed  to  grant  him  ; but  the  Milanefe  was 
exhaufted  by  the  iricelTant  wars  to  which  it  had 
been  fubjeft ; and  Bourbon,  to  fatisfy  the  mur- 
murs of  his  difcontented  foldiers,  took  the  daring 
refolution  of  marching  to  Rome.  The  greatnefs 
of  his  abilities  was  difpl  iyed  in  the  execution  of 
this  defign  ; in  the  depth  of  winter  he  began  his 
march  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men, 
without  money,  without  magazines,  and  with- 
out artillery ; in  the  face  of  a fuperior  enemy, 
he  traverfed  mountains  and  rivers,  and  braved 
the  inclemency  of  the  feafon.  He  at  length  en- 
camped under  the  walls  of  the  devoted  city; 

but 
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but  in  the  moment  of  vidtory  he  fell  by  a random 
Ihot,  and  expired  with  the  courage  which  had 
charadlerized  his  life ; yet  his  vidtorious  army, 
the  command  of  which  devolved  on  Philibert, 
prince  of  Orange,  entered  and  pillaged  the  an- 
cient miftrefs  of  the  world.  Clement,  who  had 
retired  to  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo,  was  forced 
to  capitulate,  and  remained  a prifoner  in  the 
hands  of  the  emperor ; Rome  itfelf,  abandoned 
to  the  rapacity  and  violence  of  the  conquerorsj 
became  a theatre  of  carnage  and  univerfal  defo- 
lation. 

The  enterprize  of  Bourbon  againfl  Rome, 
drained  the  Milanefe  of  the  imperial  forces,  and 
left  it  expofed  to  the  arms  of  France.  Francis, 
who  had  hitherto  fuffered  his  allies  to  adt  alone, 
and  patiently  waited  the  effedt  of  negociation, 
now  affembled  a powerful  army,  and  appointed 
to  the  command  of  it  the  marefchal  Lautrec. 
All  Europe  had  heard  with  aftonifhment  and  hor- 
ror the  cruel  treatment  of  the'  fucceffor  of  St. 
Peter  by  a chriftian  emperor.  The  Italian  Rates 
received  Lautrec  with  open  arms ; he  inftantly 
occupied  Alexandria,  and  reduced  all  the  coun- 
try on  that  fide  of  the  Tefino.  Pavia  wa*  taken 
by  alfault,  and  the  whole  Milanefe  mull  have  been 
reflored  to  the  dominion  of  France,  had  not  Lau- 
trec been  fearful  of  exciting  the  jealoufy  of  the 

con- 
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confederates.  He  therefore  directed  his  march 
towards  Rome,  by  the  terror  of  his  approach  ob- 
tained the  liberty  of  Clement  the  Seventh,  and 
pointed  towards  Naples  the  fubfequent  operations 
of  war.  • 

Animated  by  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  confe- 
deracy, Francis  and  Henry  by  their  heralds  for- 
mally denounced  war  again  ft  Charles.  The  defi- 
ance of  the  latter  the  emperor  received  with  a de- 
cent firmnefs;  but  he  vented  his  indignation 
againfl  the  former  by  every  opprobrious  expref- 
fion ; and  declared  he  confidered  him  as  a 
(Iranger  to  the  honour  and  integrity  becoming'  a 
gentleman.  To  this  infult  Francis  returned  the  lie 
in  form,  and  challenged  his  rival  to  lingle  combat ; 

m 

Charles  readily  accepted  the  challenge ; the  diffi- 
culties refpe&ing  the  order  of  combat  prevented 
them  from  a&ually  meeting;  but  the  example  of 
two  fuch  illuftrious  perfonages  had  a confiderable 
influence  on  the  manners  of  Europe,  and  fanc- 
tioned  the  practice  of  duels  in  private  and  perfonai 
quarrels. 


Meantime  Lautrec,  with  unwearied 
A.  D.  1528.  a£.jy-ty^  purfued  the  imperial  gene- 
rals, who  with  the  remnant  of  their  licentious 

t 

army  bad  evacuated  Rome.  Naples  on  his  ap- 
proach had  thrown  oft'  die  yoke  of  Charles,  and 
only  Gaicta  and  the  capital  remained  in  the  hands 
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of  the  Spaniards ; Andrew  Doria,  a citizen  of  Ge- 
noa, the  ableft  feaman  of  his  age,  and  the  ad- 
miral of  Francis,  had  triumphed  over  the  fupe- 
rior  fleet  of  the  emperor;  and  every  thing  Teemed 
to  promife  Lautrec  a certain  and  fpeedy  con- 
queft. 

But  this  flattering  profpecV  was  Toon  blafted  by 
the  imprudence  of  Francis  himfelf;  he  had  neg- 
lected to  make  the  proper  remittances  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Italian  army  : and  he  was  prevailed 
on,  by  the  fatal  counfels  of  his  minifters,  to  dif- 
guft  h is  admiral  Doria ; that  officer,  though  in 
the  fervice  of  France,  maintained  the  fpirit  of 
independence  natural  to  a republic,  and  often 
preferred  his  complaints  with  freedom  and  bold- 
nefs.  He  was  peculiarly  animated  with  a patrio-' 
tic  zeal  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  coun- 
try ; and  he  oppofed  with  menaces  the  defign  of 
the  French  to  reftore  the  harbour  of  Savona,  an 
adjacent  town  which . the  Genoefe  had . long  re- 
garded with  jealoufy.  Francis,  irritated  by  his 
contemptuous  expreffions,  commanded  him  to  be 
inflantly  arrefled ; Doria,  apprized  of  his  dan- 
ger, retired  with  his  gailies  to  a place  of  fafety; 
entered  into  a negociation  with  the  emperor,  who 
granted  him  whatever  terms  he  required ; and 
failed  back  to  Naples,  not  to  block  up  the  har- 
bour 
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hour  of  that  city,  hut  to  afford  it  protection  and 
deliverance. 

By  the  arrival  of  Doria,  the  communication 
with  the  fea  was  opened,  and  plenty  reftored  to 
Naples;  the  French  in  their  turn  began  to  fuffer 
from  the  want  of  provifions ; they  were  incef- 
fently  harafl'ed  by  the  lmperialifts  commanded  by 
the  prince  of  Orange.  The  ravages  of  famine 
were  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  pellilence;  and  the 
unfortunate  Lautrec,  after  long  ftruggling  with 
the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  expired  the  viftiin 
of  difeafe  and  difappointment.  On  his  death 
the  command  devolved  on  the  marquis  of  Sa- 
Iuzzq,  an  officer  unequal  to  the  truft ; with  the 
remnant  of  the  troops  he  effected  a diforderly  re- 
treat to  Averfa,  where  he  was  foon  compelled  to 
capitulate  by  the  prince  of  Orange ; Naples  was 
again  evacuated  by  the  French ; and  the  emperor 
once  more  acquired  the  fuperiority  in  Italy. 

The  lofs  of  Genoa  followed  the  ruin  of  the 
army  in  Naples.  The  French  garffon  in  that 
city  was-  reduced  by  defertion  to  an  inconfiderable 
number ; and  Doria,  impatient  to  deliver  his 
country  from  the  yoke  of  foreigners,  failed  into 
the  harbour,  and  was  received  by  the  acclama- 
tions of  his  fellow-citizens;  the  French  for  a 
moment  fnfpended  their  fate  by  retiring  into  the. 
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Citadel ; bur  they  were  quickly  obliged  to  furren- 
der;  while  Doria,  inftead  of  ufurping  the  fove* 
reign  power,  reftored  the  freedom  of  the  republic, 
eftablifhed  the  government  nearly  the  lame  as  it 
fubfifts  to  this  day,  and  has  obtained  from  the  gra- 
titude of  pofterity,  the  honourable  appellations  of 
The  Father  of  his  Country,  and  the 
Restorer  of  its  Liberty. 

In  the  Milanefe  the  French  Were  totally  de- 
feated by  Antonio  de  Leyva,  already  renowned 
for  his  defence  of  Pavia ; and  Francis,  difcou- 
faged  and  exhaufted  by  fo  many  unfuccefsful  en- 
terprifes,  began  ferioufly  to  think  of  peace.  The 
emperor  alfo,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  the 
Turkifh  arms,  embarrafled  by  the  growth  of  Lu- 
theranifm  in  Germany,  and  the  murmurs  of  his 
fubjefts  in  Spain,  liftened  to  his  propofals.  The 
hegociation  was  conduced  by  Margaret  of  Auf- 
tria,  the  emperor’s  aunt,  and  Louifa  the  mother 
of  Francis,  and  from  the  place  where  it  was  con- 
cluded obtained  the  name  of  the  peace  of  Cam- 
bray;  the  terms  were  injurious,  and  even  igno- 
minious to  France ; her  monarch,  impatient  to 
Tefcue  his  fons  from  captivity,  facrificed  every 
objcd:  for  which  he  had  commenced  the  war. 
Charles  for  the  prefent  indeed  was  not  to  demand 
the  rellitution  of  Burgundy,  but  to  referve  his 
pretenfions  in  full  force;  Francis,  for  the  ran- 
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fom  of  his  Tons,  agreed  to  pay  him  two  millions 
of  crowns,  and  to  reftorc  fuch  towns  as  he  ftill 
held  in  the  Milanefe ; he  renounced  his  claim  to 
Naples,  Milan,  Genoa,  and  every  other  place 
beyond  the  Alps ; he  refigned  the  fovereignty  of 
Flanders  and  Artois ; and  confented  immediately 
to  confummate  his  marriage  with  Eleanora,  the 
emperor’s  filler. 

Such  were  the  conditions  by  which  Francis 
procured  libei  ty  to  his  fons ; but  he  fatally 
wounded  his  reputation  by  abandoning  his  allies 
the  Venetians,  the  Florentines,  and  the  duke  of 
Ferrara  to  the  mercy  of  the  emperor.  Clement 
the  Seventh  hid  indeed  previoufly  concluded  a 
feparate  treaty ; and  the  king  of  England,  eager  to 
obtain  from  the  pope  a divorce  from  Catharine  his 
queen  not  only  confented  to  the  peace  of  Cam- 
bray,  but  maeje  Francis  a prefent  of  a large  fum 
towards  the  payment  of  the  ranfom  of  his  fons. 

After  the  bloody  labours  of  nine  ^.d.  1519. 
fuccefiive  and  deftruftive  campaigns,  1 534- 
Francis  at  length  tailed  the  bleflings  of  peace. 
The  death  of  his  mother  Louifa  delivered  him 
from  a counfellor,  whofe  paffions  had  frequently 
endangered,  whofe  wifdom  and  magnanimity  had 
contributed  to  p rot  eft  his  kingdom ; but  that 
prince,  accuftomed  to  female  influence,  while 
he  neglefted  his  new  conlort,  had  fiirrendered 
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himfelf  to  the  charms  of  mademoifelle  de  Heil- 
ly,  duchefs  d’Eftampes.  His  court  during  this 
interval  of  tranquillity  was  diftinguilhed  by  its 
fuperior  fplendour  and  luxury,  by  the  patronage 
of  letters,  and  the  proteftion  of  the  liberal  arts. 
But  amidft  diverfions  and  entertainments  the  cares 
of  government  were  ftill  attended  to;  by  a dex- 
terous application  he  prevailed  on  the  Hates  of 
Brittany  to  abandon  their  claim  of  a free  and  fe- 
parate  principality,  and  to  annex  that  province 
for  ever  to  the  Crown  of  France.  He  afliduoufly 
cultivated  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  a fecond  interview  between  the  two  _ 
monarchs,  at  a village  equally  diftant  from  Ca- 
lais and  Boulogne,  difplayed  every  mark  of  mu- 
tual confidence.  Yet  incapable  of  abandoning 
his  hopes  of  the  Milanefe,  he  folicited  a con- 
ference with  pope  Clement  the  Seventh ; at  Mar- 
feiiles  he  embraced  the  holy  father ; and  to  en- 
gage him  more  ftrenuoully  in  his  views  on  Italy, 
he  demanded  and  obtained  the  hand  of  the  cele- 
brated Catharine  'of  Medicis,  the  niece  of  Cle- 
ment for  his  fecond  fon  Henry ; the  nuptials 
were  celebrated  with  uncommon  magnificence ; 
but  the  death  of  Clement  himfelf,  only  eleven 
months  afterwards,  diffipated  the  expectations 
which  the  king  had  fondly  formed  from  this  al- 
liance. 
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Five  years  of  peace  had  contributed 
' ’ 53  5‘  to  heal  the  wounds  of  war;  and  Fran* 
cis,  indignant  of  the  humiliating  conditions  of 
the  treaty  of  Cambray,  feized  the  opportunity  of 
his  rival’s  abfence,  then  acquiring  laurels,  and 
breaking  the  chains  of  the  chriftian  captives  in 
Africa,  to  renew  his  intrigues  in  Italy.  The  exe- 
cution of  Maiveille,  his  agent  at  Milan,  whom 
Sforza  caufed  to  be  privately  put  to  death,  af- 
forded him  a pretence  for  public  hoftilities ; and 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  by  refufing  permiffion  to  the 
French  troops  to  pafs  through  Piedmont,  drew 
upon  himfelf  the  immediate  fury  of  the  tempeft. 

The  troops  of  France  commanded  by  the  ad- 
miral Brion,  fwept  the  dominions  of  Savoy;  and 
amidft  the  ftorm,  the  province  of  Piedmont  alone 
maintained  its  allegiance  to  the  duke.  Farncifco 
Sforza  expired  with  terror  at  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  by  whom  he  had  been  twice  expelled ; 
and  Francis  again  flattered  himfelf  with  the  vain 
hope  of  acquiring  the  afcendency  in  Italy.  But 
this  profpeft  was  blafted  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  his  allies,  and  by  his  own  impru- 
dence. . Paul,  who  had  fucceeded  Clement  in  the 
apoftolical  chair,  feemed  determined  to  maintain 
a firm  neutrality;  and  the  king  of  England,  who 
•had  juft  thrown  off  the  papal  fupremacy,  refufed 
his  afiiftance,  unlefs  Francis  would  imitate  his 
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example.  Two  pther  alliances  naturally  prefented 
themfelves;  the  firft  with  Sultan  Sol}  man,  en- 
raged at  the  emperor’s  African  expedition ; the 
fecond  with  the  princes  of  Germany,  who  had 
embraced  the  tenets  of  Luther,  a native  of  Eifle- 
ben  in  Saxony ; that  wonderful  mm,  of  vigorous 
underflanding  * and  undaunted  difpofition*  had 
roufed  the  greater  part  of  Germany  to  defpile 
the  fallacious  promifes,  and  to  refill  the  oppref-' 
fions  of  the  court  of  Rome.  His  do&rines  recom- 
mended by  truth  and  novelty,  were  eagerly  em- 
braced; the  princes  qf  Germany  who  had  ac- 
ceded to  his  opinions,  jealous  of  the  defigns  of 
Charles,  had  formed  themfelves  into  a confede- 
racy to  defend  their  religious  freedom,  and  had 
Jiftened  with  pleafure  to  the  propofals  of  Francis. 
But  that  monarch,  by  one  fatal  and  inconfillent 
ftep,  deftroyed  thq  fruits  of  his  filent  labours ; 
fearful  of  awaking  the  indignation  of  the  Roman 
pontiff,  and  the  prejudices  of  an  age  fcarce  emerg- 
ing from  fu perdition,  by  his  negociations  with 
avowed  hereticks,  and  the  open  enemies  of  his  re- 
ligion, he  feized  the  firft  opportunity  of  demon- 
ftrating  his  unlhaken  confidence  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  eftablifhed  church ; fix  of  his  fubjefts  who 
had  imbibed  the  proteflant  opinions,  were  pub- 
licly burnt;  the  king  himfelf  was  prefent  at  their 
execution,  and  • declared  with  that  vehemence 
yoL,  ix,  I which 
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which  ever  diftinguilhed  him,  that  if  one  of  his 
hands  was  infedted  with  herefy,  he  would  cut 
it  off  with  the  other ; and  would  not  fpare  even 
his  own  children  if  found  guilty  of  that  crime. 
A meafure  fo  inhuman  for  ever  fullied  the  be- 
nignity  of  his  general  charafter ; and  the  princes 
of  the  league  of  Smalkalde,  filled  with  refent- 
ment  and  indignation  at  the  fate  of  their  brethren, 
renounced  with  horror  and  deteilation  the  alliance 
of  Francis. 

Yet  had  that  monarch  availed  himr 
A.D.  1536.  ^ favourable  moment,  he 

might  have  flill  triumphed  over  his  adverfary. 
The  emperor  unprepared,  was  incapable  of  re- 
filling the  torrent,  or  affording  the  fmalleft  fucr 
cour  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.  But  Francis  per-, 
mitted  himfelf  to  be  duped  by  the  artifices  of 
his  rival.  Inllead  of  ordering  his  army  to  adr 
vance  towards  Milan,  he  fullered  himfelf  to  be 
amufed  with  fpecious  profeliions.  Charles  had 
indeed  feized  that  duchy,  on  the  death  of  Slorza 
as  a vacant  lief  of  - the  empire  ; but  while  he 
feemed  only  folicitous  to  admit  the  .claim  of 
Francis,  in  fuch  a form  as  might  not  difturb 
the  peace  of  F.urope,  or  overturn  the  balance 
of  power  in  Italy,  his  preparations  for  war  were 
carried  on  with  fecrecy  and  vigour ; he  at  length 
threw  off  the  malk,  declared  his  fentiments  in 

the 
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the  mod  explicit  manner,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
the  pope  and  cardinals  reviled  the  king  of  France 
in  the  moft  violent  and  indecent  terms. 

With  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  infantry,  and 
ten  thoufand  cavalry,  Charles  entered  Piedmont ; ' 
the  forces  of  France  retired  before  him,  and 
the  treachery  of  the  marquis  de  Saluces,  who 
commanded  them,  facilitated  the  progrefs  of  the 
emperor.  That  nobleman,  by  a fuperftitious  faith 
in  aftrology,  and  a belief  that  the  fatal  period  of 
the  French  nation  was  at  hand,  was  induced  to  de- 
fert  the  caufe  of  his  fovereign  and  benefactor.  But 
Montpezat,  the  governor  of  Foffano,  by  his  cou- 
rage and  conduft  delayed  before  that  inconfiderable 
place  the  imperial  army  above  a month,  and  al- 
lowed his  royal  matter  time  to  prepare  for  the  de* 
fence  of  his  kingdom. 

- Francis  had  early  penetrated  into  the  defign  of 
his  rival,  not  to  confine  his  operations  to  the  reco- 
very of  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  but  to  pufh  forward 
into  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France.  He  him- 
felf  was  determined  to  remain  on  the  defenfive  ; 
without  hazarding  a battle,  to  throw  garrifons 
into  the  towns  of  the  greatefl  ftrength  ; and  to 
deprive  the  enemy  of  fubfiftence  by  laying  wafte 
the  country  before  them.  The  execution  of  this 
plan  he  devolved  on  the  marefchal  of  Montmo- 
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rency ; a man  haughty  and  fevere ; confident  in 
his  own  abilities,  and  defpifing  thole  of  other  men  j 
and  in  the  profecution  of  his  fchetnes  alike  rc- 
gardlefs  of  love  and  of  pity. 

Charles,  fanguine  and  ardent,  entered  Provence, 
but  was  ltruck  with  aftonifhment  at  the  face  of  de- 
folation  which  reigned  over  the  whole  country.  A 
few  defencelefs  towns  immediately  fubmitted  to 
him ; but  the  fields,  deftitute  of  cattle  and  grain, 
chilled  the  fire  of  the  invaders ; Montmorency 
ftrongly  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Avignon, 
defied  his  arms ; and  the  cities  of  Marfeilles  and 
Arles  had  been  ftrengthened  by  new  fortifications. 
Againft  the  former  the  aflaults  of  the  emperor  were 
directed  ; for  two  months  the  inglorious  fiege  was 
continued ; famine  and  difeafe  inceflantly  preyed 
ypon  his  troops ; and  he  at  length  relu&antly 
confented  to  abandon  the  hopelefs  enterprife,  in 
which  his  braveft  officers  had  perilhed,  and  his 
army  had  been  reduced  to  one  half  of  their  ori- 
ginal number.  In  his  retreat  terror  and  confu- 
fion  hung  upon  his  rear,  and  he  was  oijly  pre- 
ferved  from  total  deftru&ion  by  the  pertinacious 
caution  of  Montmorency,  who  declared  that  a 
bridge  of  gold  ought  to  be  made  for  a flying 
£nemy. 

On  the  oppofite  frontier  of  France  his  attempts 
wpre  equally  unfuccefsful ; a powerful  army  from 
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the  Low  Countries  entered  Picardy,  but  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  difgrace  from  the  walls  of 
Peronne  ; and  Francis,  by  the  prudence  of  his  own 
meafures,  and  the  union  and  valour  of  his  fub- 
je&s,  rendered  abortive  the  formidable  fchemes 
of  his  rival.  One  circumftance  alone  embittered 
his  fuccefs ; in  the  midft  of  the  campaign  the 
dauphin  Had  expired ; * a prince  who  extremely 
refembled  his'  father,  and  whofe  fudden  death 
was  imputed  .to  poifon.  His  cup-bearer  was 

feized  on  fufpicion,  and  openly  accufed  the  impe- 

* 

rial  generals  Gonzaga  and  Leyva  ; but  the  moll 
unprejudiced  hiftorians  have  reje&ed  the  evidence 
extorted  by  torture,  and  have  afcribed  the  pre- 
mature fate  of  the  dauphin  to  his  having  drank 
took  freely  of  cold  water,  after  heating  himfelf  at 
tennis-. 

The  next  year  opened  with  a foene 
as  fingular  as  it  was  unworthy  the  au-  . * * 53 
thor  of  it.  The  king  of  France  fummoned  the 
emperor  as  his  vaffal  for  the  counties  of  Artois 

and  Flanders,  to  appear  before  the  parliament  of 

* # • # 

Paris ; and  on  his  refufal  declared  thofe  fiefs  for- 
* feited  by  his  contumacy  and  rebellion.  • As  if  to 

execute- this,  fentence,  Francis  marched  towards 

' 

the  Low  Countries,  and  poflefied  himfelf  of  fe- 
veral  towns.  •/'  Thefe  were  foon  retaken  by.  the 
' fuperior  forces  of  the  Flemings;  who,  in  their 
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turn,  invefted  Terouanne.  The  dauphin,  and 
Montmorency,  on  whom  Francis  had  bellowed  the 
fword  of  conftable,  advanced  to  relieve  it  j but 
when  they  were  within  a few  miles  of  the  enemy, 
and  a battle  appeared  unavoidable,  they  were  ftopt 
by  the  intelligence  that  a fufpenfion  of  arms  was 
agreed  on. 

g The  enmity  of  both  monarchs  feems 
153  to  have  exceeded  their  refources,  and 
their  coffers  were  exhaufted  by  their  frequent  and 
bloody  wars.  . A truce  in  the  Low  Countries  for 
ten  months  had  been  extorted  by  their  mutual  ne- 
ceffities,  and  was  foon  after  extended  to  Pied- 
mont ; Charles  dreaded  the  formidable  armaments 
of  fultan  Solyman,  with  whom  Francis  had  con- 
traded  a clofe  alliance ; nor  was  the  latter  monarch 
infenfible  to  the  infamy  which  accompanied  his 
confederacy  with  infidels  againfl  a chriftian  king. 
Though  innumerable  obftacles  oppofed  a defini- 
tive treaty,  each  prince  aife&ed  to  liflen  to  the  ex- 
hortations of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and  Paul  at  laft 
prevailed  on  them  to  fufpend  their  hoftile  efforts 
by  a truce  for  ten  years. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  James  the  Fifth,  king 
of  Scotland,  mindful  of  the  ancient  alliances 
between  the  two  crowns,  had  fitted  out  a fleet 
and  army  for  the  affiflance  of  Francis ; though 
contrary  winds  retarded  his  embarkation  till  the 

hour 
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hour  of  danger  was  paft,  Francis  rewarded  his  zeal 
with  the  hand  of  his  daughter  Magdalen,  who  ac- 
companied her  hufband  to  Scotland,  where  (he  foon 
breathed  her  lad ; and  James  (till  defirous  of  ce- 
menting his  connexions  with  France,  (hortly  after 
efpoufed  Mary  of  Guife,  widow  of  the  duke  of 
Longueville. 

A few  days  after  figning  the  treaty  of  Nice, 
the  emperor,  in  his  pafiage  to  Barcelona,  was 
driven  by  contrary  winds  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, on  the  coaft  of  Provence.  Francis,  in- 
formed of  the  accident,  invited  him  to  take  (bel- 
ter in  his  dominions,  and  propofed  a perfonal  in- 
terview at  Aiguis-mortes.  To  this  Charles  con- 
fented ; and  the  two  rivals,  after  twenty  years 
open  hoflilities,  vied  with  each  other  in  expref- 
fions  of  refpeX  and  friendfhip.  After  the  depar- 
ture of  the  emperor,  Francis,  relieved  from  the 
concerns  of  war,  amufed  himfelf  with  a journey 
into  Dauphine,  and  gratified  a liberal  mind  with 
exploring  the  fecrets  of  Nature,  and  patronizing 
the  arts. 


Far  different  cares  occupied  his  rivatl ; 
the  citizens  of  Ghent,  animated  by  the  ' ' 1539 
remembrance  of  former  freedom,  and  tenacious  of 
their  ancient  privileges,  had  refufed  to  contribute 
to  the  fupport  of  the  late  war ; and  creating  the 
ftandard  of  rebellion,  had  offered  by  their  depv- 
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ties  to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  the  king 
.of  France;  but  that  monarch,  ftill  flattering  him- 
'felf  with  the  vain  hope  of  obtaining  the  invefti- 
-ture  of  Milan  from  the  juftice  of  the  emperor,  re- 
jected the  propolals  of  the  Flemings,  and  com- 
municated, their  fchemes  and  intentions  to  his 
rival.  Charles,  though  free  from  any  danger  on 
the  fide  of  France,  was  alarmed  at  the  revolt  of  a 
people,  rich,  turbulent,  and  obftinate.  The  exi- 
-gency,  he  was  fenfible,  demanded  his  immediate 
prefence,  but  his  dignity  allowed  him  not  to  pafs 

• through  Germany  without  a train  of  attendants 
and  troops  that  muft  necefiarily  have-  delayed 
him  ; ,and  the  voyage  by  fea  was  dangerous  at  that 

-advanced  feafon  of  the  year.  In  this  dilemma, 
-contrary  to  the  opinions  of  his  mod  experienced 

* counfellors,  he  refolved,  as  the  fhorteft  way,  to 

% 

demand  a pafiage  through  the  dominions  of  his 
rival ; to*  Francis,  he  at  the  fame  time  reprefented 
his  inclinations  to  fettle  the  affair  of  the  Milanefe 
to  his  fatisfa&ion  ; but  he  entreated  that  he  would 
not  exact  any  new  promife  from  him  at  this  junc- 
ture, when  it  rather  might  feem  to  be  extorted 
by  necefiity,  than  to  flow  from  friendfliip,  or  the 
love  of  juftice.  The  French  king,  open  and  ge* 
nerous  in  his  difpofition,  fell  into  the  fnare  of  his 
artful  rival ; he  readily  aflented  to  all  the  emperor 
. demanded;  he  offered  his  two  fons,  the  dauphin 
* • and 
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and  the  duke  of  Orleans,  as  fecurities  for  his  per- 
fon  ; and  entertained  him  in  his  capital  for  fist 
days  with  every  mark  of  refpedt  and  royal  magni- 
ficence. 

But  Charles  had  no  fooner  reached  his  own  ter- 
ritories, than  the  French  arabafiadors  demanded 
the  reftitution  of  the  Milaiiefe ; for  feveral  months 
the  kingof  France  was  deluded  by  the- ambiguous 
anfwers  and  fpecious  delays  of  his  rival.  The  re- 
voked Flemings  were  at  length  Completely  -hum- 
bled by  their  imperial  mafter ; and  Charles  relin- 
quiflied  the  difguife  which  was  no  longer  neceflary 
to  his  intereft  ; he  peremptorily  refufed  to  give  up 
a territory  of  fuch  value,  and  denied  that  he  had 
ever  made  any  promife  which  could  bind  him  to 
an  aftion  fo  weak  and  imprudent. 

Francis  was  filled  with  indignation  a.d.  154® 
when  he  found  himfelf  thus  egregioufiy  1 54* . 
deceived  ; the  credulous  fimplicity  with  which  he 
had  trailed  his  rival,  expofed  him  to  the  ridiculp 
of  Europe.  He  fufpe&ed  the  treachery  of  his 
own  fervants ; and  the  perfons  in  the  firft  depart- 
ments of  ftate  were  inftantly  difgraced.  Mont 
morency  the  conftable,  Brion  the  admiral,  and 
Poyet  the  chancellor,  were  the  immediate  viftirr.s 
of  his  difpleafure.  He  filled  every  court  in  Eu- 
rope with  his  negociations ; but  Henry  of  Eng- 
v land  had  lately  beheld  with  fufpicion  his  frequent 

inter- 
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interviews  with  the  emperor,  and  his  alliance  with  ‘ 
the  king  of  Scotland  ; the  pope  (till  maintained 
an  impartial  neutrality ; and  fultan  Solyman  alone 
embraced  his  proffered  alliance,  and  declared  him- 
felf  ready  to  avenge  his  wrongs.  Two  of  the 
agents  of  Francis,  as  they  returned  from  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  were  affaffinated  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  marquis  del  Guafto,  governor  of  the  Mila- 
nefe.  The  French  monarch  loudly  acctifed  this 
foul  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  de- 
manded  the  punilhment  of  the  atrocious  contriver 
of  the  guilty  deed  : his  demands  were  eluded  ; 
and  he  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
torting by  arms  that  juftice  which  he  vainly  fought 
in  negociation. 

' A difeafe,  the  effect  of  his  irregular 

pleafures,  precluded  Francis  from  head- 

* 

mg  his  forces  in  perfon,  but  did  not  impede  the 
vigour  of  his  preparations.  His  rival  was  fcarce  , 
returned  from  a fecond  and  unfuccefsful  expedi- 
tion to  Africa,  before  the  French  monarch  invaded- 

* 

his  dominions  with  five  formidable  armies.  Spain, 
Luxembourg,  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Piedmont,  . 
were  the  objects  of  their  operations.  In  the  two 
former  countries,  the  dauphin  and  the  duke  of 
Orleans  opened  the  campaign  about  the  fame 
time.  The  firft  laid  fiege  to  Perpignan,  the  ca- 
pital of  Rouffillon  ; the  laft  entered  Luxem- 
2 bourg, 
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bourg,  and  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  the 

duchy  ; but  on  a report  that  the  emperor  was  ad- 
vancing to  the  relief  of  Perpignan,  the  duke  of 
Orleans  imprudently  abandoned  hisconquefts,  and 
haftened  to  join  the  army  of  the  dauphin.  Charles, 

however  anxious  he  might  be  for  the  fate  of  that 

* 

city,  determined  not  to  hazard  a decifive  engage- 
ment ; but  committed  the  defence  of  it  to  the 
perfevering  valour  of  the  duke  of  Alva.  The 
French,  after  a fiege  of  three  months,  wafted  by 
difeafes*,  and  repuifed  in  feveral  attacks,  abandoned 
the  undertaking,  and  retired  into  their  own  coum  * 
try  ; their  attempts  in  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Pied- 
mont, were  equally  unfuccefsful ; and  the  mighty 
preparations  of  Francis  were  expended  in  ineffec- 
tual enterprifes. 

The  revolted  inhabitants  of  Rochelle 
were,  however,  reduced  by  the  arms,  ’ *154*' 

i 

and  pardoned  by  the  inclemency,  of  their  fove- 
reign  ; but  the  fatisfaction  which  Francis  derived 
from  this  event,  was  loft  in  his  public  rupture 
with  the  king  of  England.  The  French  monarch, 
on  his  fide,  poffefied  himfelf  of  Luxembourg, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  fultan  Solyman,  laid 
fiege  to  Nice;  but -this  enterprife  proved  as  un- 
fuccefsful as  his  alliance  . with  the  Infidels  was 
efleemed  difhonourable ; and  the  reft  of  the  catn- 
, - • • . ' - paign 
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paign  was  confumed  by  all  parties  in  a feeble  and 
defultory  war. 

A The  next  opened  with  more  Vigour  ; 

the  young  count  d’Enguien,  who  re- 
vived the  memory  of  Gallon  de  Foix,  penetrated 
into  Piedmont,  and  defeated  in  the  battle  of  Ceri- 
zoles  the  imperial  general  the  marquis  del  Guafto ; . 
but  his  troops  were  recalled  from  the  purfuitof  this 
victory  to  oppofe  . a more  formidable  enemy. 
Charles  and  Henry  had  entered  Picardy  with  two' 
prodigious  armies ; had  they  joined  their  forces, 
and  rapidly  advanced,  Paris  mull  have  again  ac- 
knowledged the  dominion  of  a foreign  mailer  ; 
but  the  former  obftinately  perfevered  in  the  fiege 
of  St;  Difier,  and  the. latter  refufed  to  abandon  his 
attempt  on  Boulogne.  Francis,  Hill  opprefled  by 
his  diforder,  committed  his  army  to  the  command 
of  the  dauphin.  Sr.  Difier  was  at  lafl  betrayed  to 
the  emperor  by  an  artifice ; but  the  bed  of  his 
troops  had  perilhed  in  the  fiege;  he,  however,  en- 
tered Champagne,  pofiefied  himfelf  of  Efpernay 
and  Chateau-Thierri,  the  latter  of  thofe  not  above 
two  days  march  from  Paris,  and  flruck  terror  into 
the  luxurious  inhabitants  of  that  proud  city  ; but 
the  dauphin  at  this  critical  moment  threw  himfelf 
between  the  forces  of  Charles  and  the  Capital,  re- 
Hored  confidence  to  the  Parifians,  and  haraffed  by 
incefiant  fkirmifhcs  the  imperial  army.  Charles, 

flraitened 
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flraitened  for  forage  and  provifion,  liftened  to 
terms  of  accommodation ; a definitive  treaty  was 
figned  at  Crefpy,  by  which  Francis  refigned  his 
acquifitions  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont ; and  the  em- 
peror engaged,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  beftow 

/ 

on  the  duke  of  Orleans  his  daughter,  or  his  niece, 
in  marriage,  witn  the  Low  Countries,  or  the  Miia- 
nefe,  in  dowry. 

z Before  the  negociations  at  Crefpy 
were  concluded,  the  .king  of  England 
had  reduced  Boulogne ; and  Francis,  to  recover 
that  important  place,  advanced  with  his  younger 
fon,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  to  the  abbey  of  Foret- 
Mouftier,  between  Abbeville  and  Montreuil.  He 
was  here  doomed  to  experience  a new  affliction  by 
the  death  of  that  prince,  who  expired  of  a peftilen- 
tial  fever ; and  Charles  immediately  declared  that 
by  this  accident  he  held  himfelf  acquitted  from  all 
his  agreements  relative  to  the  Milanefe. 

The  lofs  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  a.  d.  ,54$#  ' 
followed  by  that  of  the  count  d’En-  - x547. 

guien,  who  had  acquired  an  immortal  reputation 
by  the  victory  of  Cerizoles ; and  the  death  of  both 
thefe  princes  impreffed  Francis  with  a grief,  which 
even  an  advantageous  peace  with  England  could 
not  mitigate.  Though  at  length  finally  delivered 
from  the  cares  of  war  which  had  afflicted  the 
greateft  part  of  his  reign,  the  remaining  hours  of 

his 
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his  life  were  embittered  by  domeflic  contention. 
The  enmity  and  intrigues  of  his  own  miftrefs,  the 
duchefs  d’Eftampes,  and  of  Diana  de  Poitiers, 
miftrefs  to  the  dauphin,  divided  the  court  into 
open  and  implacable  factions ; the  death  of  Henry 
of  England,  deeply  wounded  Francis,  who  had 
long  known  and  perfonally  loved  that  monarch ; 
his  own  diforder  continually  preyed  upon  him  ; he 
wandered  from  one  palace  to  another,  languid  and 
depreffed ; at  length  at  Rambouillet,  with  exem- 
plary' compofure,  he  clofcd,  in  the  fifty-third  year 
of  his  age,  a reign  of  thirty-two  years,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  its  length,  its  fplendour,  and  its  viciffi- 
tudes  of  fortune.  The  magnificence  which  ac- 
companied him  through  life,  deferted  him  not  in 
death  ; his  funeral  obfequies  were  performed  with 
nnufual  pomp ; and  the  proclamation  which  an- 
nounced his  death,  difplayed  his  character;  “ a 
“ prince  mild  in  peace,  and  victorious  in  war;  the 
“ father  and  reltorer  of  learning  and  the  liberal 
“ arts.” 
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1 

Chapter  the  'Twenty -fifth. 


HENRY  THE  SECOND  SUCCEEDS  TO  THE  THRONE 

*.  * ■ / 

; — CHARACTER  OF  HIS  MISTRESS  DIANA  DE 

* 1 ♦ 

POITIERS  — DUEL  OF  JARNAC  AND  LE  CHA- 
TAIGNERAIE  — MARY,.  THE  INFANT  QUEEN 

1 

OF  SCOTLAND,  IS  SENT  TO  FRANCE- — WAR 
BETWEEN  HENRY  AND  THE  EMPEROR — SIEGE 
OF  METZ A TRUCE  CONCLUDED ABDICA- 

TION OF  THE  EMPEROR  — WAR  RENEWED  — 
ITALIAN  EXPEDITION  — BATTLE  OF  SAINT 

QUINTIN CALAIS  RECOVERED BATTLE  OF 

GRAVELINES  — PEACE  SIGNED — PERSECUTION 

OF  THE  PROTESTANTS — DEATH  OF  HENRY. 

• • • # 


FrANCE  had  feverely  fuffered  from  AD«  >547t  v 
the  liberal  fpiiit  and  magnificence  of  her  late  mo- ' 
narch,  and  (he  was  now  doomed  to  lament  his  pre- 
mature fate  from  the  prodigality  of  her  new  fove- 
reign  ; when  Henry  the  Second  afcended  the  throne 
of  his  late  father,  he  was  in  the  twenty-eighth  ‘ 

year 
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year  of  his  age,  pofleffed  of  the  full  vigour  of 
body  and  of  mind  ; handfome  in  his  perfon ; ac- 
complifhcd  in  the  martial  exercifes  of  the  age; 
courteous,  open,  and  beneficent.  But  he  neither 
difplayedthe  capacity  or  difeernment  which  diftin- 
guifhed  Francis ; and  naturally  tractable  and  yield- 
ing to  others,  he  was  formed  to  be  under  the  guid- 
ance of  favourites. 

The  dying  injunctions  of  his  father  had  exhorted 
him  never  to  recall  the  conftable  Monrmorencv, 
and  to  reprefs  the  dangerous  ambition  o.f  the  hotufe 
of  Guife  ; but  the  former  was  loaded  with  honours, 
and  the  latter  entmfted  with  the  confidence  of 
Kenry  ; while  only  duke  of  Orleans,  the  king,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirteen,  had  efpoufed  Catherine 
of  Medigis;  that  princefs  had  a few  years  fince 
brought  him  a fon,  who  was  named  Francis ; but 
thofe  feducing  arts,  for  which  (lie  was  afterwrafds 
fo  eminent,  feem  not  to  have  affedted  the  mind 

••  t 

of  her  hufband,  who  profeffed  himfelf  the  wil- 
ling flave  of  Diana  de  Poitiers,  duchefs  de  Valen* 
tinois. 

This  extraordinary  woman,  who  ruled  with  ab- 
solute fwav  over  her  lover,  had  with  undiminifhed 
beauty  reached  the  autumn  of  life,  and  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight,  beheld  a great  and  youthful 
monarch  fighing  at  her  feet.  Her  father,  John 

de  Poitiers,  feigneur  de  St.  Valiier,  had  been  de- 

^ » 

graded 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


1.29 

graded  from  the  rank  of  nobility,  and  his  eftates 
confifcated,  as  an  accomplice  in  the  revolt  of  Bour- 
bon. She  herfelf,  in  the  laft  year  of  Louis  the 
Twelfth’s  reign,  had  married  Breze,  count  deMau- 
levrier,  by  whom  (he  had  two  daughters  then  alive. 
Before  Henry  had  completed  his  eighteenth  year, 
her  afcendancy  over  him  was  eftablifhed ; a warm 
friend,  but  an  implacable  enemy  ; fond  of  power, 
but  yet  more  fo  of  flattery ; of  high  and  magnani- 
mous fpirit,  fhe  impelled  her  royal  lover  to  aftions 
of  vigour  and  firmnefs. 

Francis  de  Vivonne  la  Chataigneraie,  had  im- 
peached the  fidelity  of  her  rival,  the  duchefs  d’Ef- 
tampes,  and  accufed  her  during  the  late  king’s 
illnefs  of  an  amorous  commerce  with  Guy  Chabot 
feigne.ur  de  Jarnac.  The  latter  denied  the  charge ; 
and  Henry,  with  his  court,  was  prefent  at  the  duel 
which  was  fought  in  the  forms  of  chivalry,  at  St. 
Germain  en  Laye.  La  Chataigneraie  was  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  king,  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  and 
celebrated  for  his  addrefs  in  martial  exercifes; 
Jarnac  was  far  advanced  into  the  vale  of  years, 
and  a fever  had  diminilhed  even  his  ufual  flrength 
and  activity ; yet  the  former  was  thrown  from  his 
horfe,  and  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Indignant  at 
the  triumph  of  his  adverfary,  he  tore  the  dreflings 
from  his  wound,  and  foon  afterwards  expired. 

’ vol.  ir.  K Henry 
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Henry  himfelf  was  fo  deeply  affcCted  by  this  unex- 
pected cataftrophe,  that  he  made  a folemn  vow 
never  to  fuffer  another  combat  of  the  kind  on  any 
•pretence  whatfoever. 

AD  1548  James  Fifth,  king  of  Scotland, 
had  expired,  and  left  his  crown  to  his 
infant  and  only  daughter  Mary ; the  minifters  of 
England  endeavoured  by  arms  to  extort  the  hand 
of  that  princefs  for  their  youthful  monarch  Edward 
the  Sixth.  To  the  fupport  of  his  ancient  allies*  the 
king  of  France  detached  fix  thoufand  men ; the 
Scotch,  grateful  for  thefe  fuccours,  and  inflamed 
with  hereditary  hatred  to  the  Englifh,  entrufted 
their  queen  to  the  French  admiral  Villegaignon, 
who  landed  her  fafely  at  Brell,  whence  {he  was 
conducted  to  Paris,  and  foon  afterwards  betrothed 
to  the  dauphin. 

Henry  himfelf  was  at  this  time  par- 
A.D.1549.  tjcujar|y  engage(j  with  a dangerous 

fedition  which  broke  out  in  Guienne ; to  reprefs 
the  unbridled  fury  of  the  people,  the  conflable 
Montmorency,  and  the  duke  of.  Guife,  were  com- 
miffioned  to  enter  that  province;  the  former 
marked  his  courfe  with  blood,  and  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  exemplary  feverity  ; th£  latter  re- 
claimed the  infurgents  by  his  conciliating  ad- 
drefs  and  lenient  meafures.  The  popularity  he 

acquired 
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acquired  by  his  clemency  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  future  greatnefs  of  his  family,  and  fupported 
by  the  affedtions  of  thei  people,  enabled  it  to  vie 
with  the  power  of  the  throne.  Henry  himfelf, 

though  humane  and  generous,  was  tiridtured 

% 

with  the  miftaken  piety  and  intemperate  zeal  of 
the  age;  and  a number  of  profelytes  to  the  doc- 
trines of  Calvin  and  Luther  were  publicly  and 
folefnnly  burnt,  by  the  command,  and  in  the 
prefence,  of  -a  fovereign,  cruel  only  in  his  re- 
ligion. 

The  recovery  of  Boulogne  was  an  . , 

J A.  D.  155®. 

objedt  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the 
intereft  and  bonopr  of  France ; the  Englifh  coun- 
cils were  weak  and  divided,  and  the  feuds  which 
commonly  diftradt  a minority,  raged  with  uncon- 
trolled violence.  The  minifters  of  Edward  the 
Sixth  readily  liftened  to  the  propofals  of  Henry, 
who  offered  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  the 
immediate  reftitution  of  Boulogne.  The  fum  pro- 
pofed  was  accepted ; and  the  peace  which  was  ne- 
gociated  between  the  two  kingdoms,  was  extended 
alfo  to  Scotland. 

Henry  thus^delivered  from  all  dread  ^ ^ ^ 

of  England,  was  at  leifurc  to  employ 
hb  thoughts  in  fchemes  for  curbing  the  power  of 
the  emperor  Charles,  the  conftant  rival  of  his  gran- 
deur. He  had  openly  protefled  again  ft  the  treaty 
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of  Crefpy,  as  injurious  to  the  infereft  of  the  crown, 
and  only  calculated  to  aggrandize  his  younger  bro- 
ther the  duke  of  Orleans,  ,who  foon  after  expired. 
He  now  refumed  his  hopes  of  Italian  conquefts  ; 
and  that  country  was  again  menaced  with  indica- 
tions of  approaching  hoftiiities.  Julius  the  Third, 
who  had  fucceeded  Paul  in  the  apoftolical  throne, 
and  had  taken  up  arms  to  difpoffefs  the  grandfons 
of  the  late  pontiff  of  the  duchy  of  Parma ; thefe 
claimed  and  obtained  the  protedlion  of  Henry; 
while  the  pope,  fenfible  that  he  alone  could  not 
expedt  to  reduce  Odlavio  Farnefe,  who  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  king  of  France,  had  inftantly  re- 
courfe  to  the  emperor.  Charles  ordered  Gonzaga 
to  fecond  Julius  with  all  his  troops' ; Henry  di- 
redled  the  marefchal  Briffac  to  enter  Piedmont, 
and  to  fuftain  the  duke  of  Parma ; in  the  name  of 
their  refpedtive  allies  the  French  and  Imperialifts 
took  the  field,  while  their  fovereigns  affedted  in- 
violably to  maintain  the  peace  of  Crefpy  ; the  for- 
mer ravaged  part  of  the  ecclefiaftical  territories ; 
the  latter  penetrated  to  the  gates  of  Parma  ; but 
they  were  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  fiege  of  that 
city  with  difgrace. 

Henry  foon  laid  afide  the  veil  which  he  had 
hitherto  worn,  and  adted  openly  and  avowedly 
againft  his  rival.  The  league  of  Smalkalde,  which 
hail  been  formed  by  -the  Proteftant  princes  of 

Germany 
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Germany  in  defence  of  their  religious  princi-  * 
pies,  had  been,  broken  by  the  fuperior  vigou 
and  fagacity  of  the  emperor ; but  his  victory  had 
infpired  him  with  prefumptuous  confidence;  he 
had  arbitrarily  depofed  the  eleCtor  of  Saxony,  im- 
pnfoned  the  landgrave  of  HefTe,  and  daringly 
infringed  the  rights  and  conftitutions  of  the  Ger- 
manic body.  Maurice  duke  of  Saxony, ' coufin 
to  the  elector,  and  a Proteflant  prince  himfelf, 
had,  in  the  purfuit  of  his  own  intereft,  feconded 
the  defigns,  and  acquired  the  favour  of  Charles  ; 
but  he  was  no  fooner  inverted  with  the  fpoils  of 
his  degraded  kinfman,  than  he  refolved  to  fecure 
them  from  the  caprice  of  a marter  whom  he 
dreaded,  and  more  firmly  to  eftablifh  a religion, 
the  exercife  of  which  he  had  contributed,  to  re- 
train. In  the  execution  of  this  enterprife,  he 
formed  and  conducted  an  intricate  plan  of  policy 
which  deceived  the  moft  artful  prince  in  Europe ; 
and  while  he  appeared  the  obfequious  fervant  of 
imperial  power,  he  infinuated  himfelf  into  the 

* * V 

confidence,  and  attained  an  unqualified  afcendancy 
over  the  minds  of  thofe  whom  he  had  lately  af- 
flicted with  all  the  calamities  of  war.  He  fecretly  * 
negociated  a new  confederacy  of  the  Proteftants, 
of  which  he  was  appointed  the  head  ; and  he 
earnertly  courted  the  affiflance  of  Henry  to  op- 
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pofe  the  defpotifm  which  Charles  laboured  to 
eftablifh. 

, The  king  of  France  nurfed  the  hopes 
* *S  of  the  confederates  with  men  and 
money  ; and  at  the  moment  that  Maurice  unfurled 
the  flandard  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  he 
himfelf  deluged  Lorrain  with  his  forces,  feized 
the  perfon  of  the  young  duke  Charles,  the  nephew 
of  the  emperor,  and  planted  the  banners  of  France 
on  the  cities  of  Metz,  Verdun,  and  Toulon; 
while,  on  the  other  fide,  Charles,  who  had  fo  lately 
afpired  to  the  dominion  of  Europe,  with  a feeble 
N train,  and  under  cover  of  the  night,  was  com- 
pelled to  evacuate  Infpruck,  and  haftily  fled  ber  - 

K 

fore  the  arms  of  Maurice  and  Villach,  in  Carin- 
thia,  on  the  frontier  of  the  Venetian  territories. 
Surprifed  and  abandoned,  he  figned  a treaty  at 
PafTau,  which  for  ever  fecured  the  ecclefiaflical 
* and  civil  independence  of  the  German  princes; 
who,  attentive  alone  to  their  own  concerns,  fcarce 
feemed  to  remember  how  much  they  were  indebted 
for  their  fuccefs  to  Henry,  and  made  a merit  to 
their  fovereign  of  abandoning  their  ally  to  his  re- 
fentment. 

4 

The  perfidy  of  the  German  princes  was  in 
fome  meafure  juftified  by  the  rapacity  of  the 
king  of  France.  *He  had  endeavoured  to  pofiefs 
himfelf  by  an  artifice  of  the  city  of  Strafburgh, 

which 
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which  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine ; 
but  the  powerful  mediation  of  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many and  the  Swifs  compelled  him  to  defift ; and 
he  was  foon  recalled  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
his  own  dominions.  Charles  prepared,  with  the 
forces  which  he  had  afiembled  to  encounter  the 
confederates,  and  to  recover  the  three  towns  of 
which  Henry  had  made  himfelf  matter ; with^an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  he  dire&ed  his 
march  along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  tfye 
month  of  October,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
moft  experienced  officers,  he  formed  the  fiege  of 
Metz. 

The  king  of  France  had  early  penetrated  into 
his  intentions ; he  provided  with  alacrity  and 
vigour  for  the  defence  of  his  new  acquifitions ; 
and  nominated  to  the  command  of  Metz,  Francis 
of  Lorrain,  duke  of  Guife.  That  nobleman  pof- 
fefled  all  the  talents  of  courage,  fagacity,  and  pre- 
fence of  mind,  which  eminently  fitted  him  for  fo  „ 
important  a truft.  Ambitious  of  fame  by  fplendid 
and  daring  achievements,  he  repaired  with  joy  to 
, th 1$  dangerous  ftation  that  was  affigned  him.  He 
diligently  repaired  the  old  fortifications,  and'  fk.il- 
fully  eredted  new  ones  ; he  deftroyed  the  fuburbs 
which,  might  favour  the  approaches  of  the  enemy  ; 
he  wafted  the  country  for  feveral  miles  round 
from  whence  they  hoped  to  draw  their  fubfiftence. 
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Alps.  Shame  and  terror  hung  upon  his  rear;  and 
his  fainting  fteps  were  traced  by  the  Cck,  the 
wounded,  and  the  dead.  The  generous  enmity  of 
the  duke  of  Guife  was  vanquifhed  by  the  fcene  of 
Imperial  mifery;  and  he  fcorned  to  triumph  over 
a foe  no  longer  capable  of  refiftance ; his  care 
and  liberality  werq  exerted  to  heal  the  wounded, 
and  to  reftcrre  the , famifhed ; and  the  courage 
which  he  had  dii played  in  the  liege,  was  exceeded 
by.  the  humanity  which  he  exercifed  in  the  pur- 
fuit.  • ' 

In  Italythe  Sienefe  threw  off  the  Imperial  yoke, 
and  placed 1 themfclves  under  the  protedion  of 
France  ; while  Solyman,  the  powerful,  but  difho- 
nourable  ally  of  Henry,  filled  the  Mediterranean 
with  his  fleets,  and  (truck  terror  through  the  city 
of  Naples.  Had  the  operations  of  the  Ottomans 
been  feconded  by  the  armaments  of  Henry,  Naples 
muft  once  more  have  acknowledged  the  dominion 
of  & French  mafter;  but  the  Turks  healing  no 
tidings  from  their  ally,  failed  again  to  Conftartti- 
n'ople ; and  the  attention  of  Henry  was  diverted 
from  foreign  conquefis  to  the  protedion  of  his  own 
dominions. 

Impatient  to  efface  the  ignominious  repulfe  at 
Metz,  Charles  entered  France,  and  poured  the 
temped  of  his  arms  on  .Terouanne ; d’Effe,  d ve- 
teran officer  who  commanded  in  that  city,  was 
* killed ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


>3&  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

killed ; the  Imperialifts  prdTed  the  liege  with 
vigour  and  perfeverance ; and  the  place  was 
taken  by  affaulr.  Charles  ordered  the  fortifica- 
tions to  be  raifed,  and  the  inhabitants  to  be  dif- 
perfed  in  the  adjacent  towns.  The  army,  under 
the  command  of  Emanuel  Philibert,  the  young 
duke  of  Savoy,  who  already  began  to  difplay 
thofe  talents  for  which  he  was  afterwards  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguilhed,  moved  next  to  the  liege  of 
Hefdin.  Its  walls,  though  defended  with  bra- 
very, could  not  long  withftand  the  ardour  of  the 
afiaiknts ; and  Henry  himfelf  in  perfon,  with  a 
numerous  army,  advanced  to  check  the  formidable 
progrefs  of  his  enemy, 

The  appearance  of  fuch  an  antagonift,  roufed 
the  emperor  from  the  bed  of  fieknefs ; he  quitted 
Bruflels  in  a litter,  and  arrived  in  his  camp, 
though  debilitated  in  his  body,  yet  firm  and  un- 
daunted in  mind  ; but  his  prudence  fullered  him 
not  to  hazard  the  fate  of  the  war  in  a decifive 
adtion ; and  the  king  of  France,  after  having  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  compel  his  rival  to  an  en- 
gagement, by  threatening  the  liege  of  Cambray, 
and  embarrafled  by  the  indifpofition  of  the  con- 
ftable  Montmorency,  on  whofe  military  experi- 
ence he  chiefly  relied,  retired  without  perform- 
ing anv  thing  worthy  the  greataefs  of  his  prepa- 
rations. ' 

But 
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But  Charles,  ftill  anxious  to  aggrand- 
dize  his  family,  conceded  a new  pro-  ' '55+’ 
je<ft,  which  he  purlued  with  the  utmoft  ardour, 
and  accomplifhed  with  the  moft  happy  fuccefs. 
Edward  the  Sixth  of  England  had  expired  after 
a Ihort  reign ; and  his  crown  devolved  on  his 
lifter  Mary,  whole  hand  the  emperor  demanded, 
and  obtained  for  his  fon  Philip.  This  acceffion  to 
the  influence  and  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
ferved  to  increafe  the  jealoufy,  without  intimidat- 
ing the  king  of  France.  He  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war  both  in  Italy  and  the  Low  Countries 
with  additional  vigour ; and  to  compel  Charles  to 
accept  an  equitable  peace,  before  his  daughter-in- 
law  could  furmount  the  averfion  of  her  fubjedts  to 
a war  on  the  continent.  With  three  great  armies 
he  ravaged  Hainault,  Liege,  and  Artois,  reduced 
Mariemburgh,  took  Bouvines  and  Dinant  by  af- 
fault,  and  invefted  Renti.  The  emperor,  though 
broken  by  years,  fatigue,  and  indifpolition, 
marched  to  the  relief  of  that  place.  An  obfti- 
ftate  fkirmilh  enfued,  in  which  the  imperial  army 
was  worfted  with  a confiderable  lofs  of  men  and 
artillery  ; and  had  the  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Guife 
been  feconded  by  the  con  liable  of  Montmorency, 
the  rout  of  the  enemy  mull  have  been  complete; 
but  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  commanders  proved  fatal 
to  the  glory  of  their  country ; the  French  them- 
2 felves 
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felves  were  foon  after  compelled  to  retire  for  want 
of  provifions ; and  Charles,  after  their  rcreat,  en- 
tering Picardy,  extended  his  devaftations  over  that 
province,  and  revenged  the  ravages  committed 
in  Hainault  and  Artois. 

In  Italy  the  French  were  more  unfortunate 
than  in  Flanders.  Strozzi,  a Florentine  exile, 
who  commanded  in  that  country,  was  defeated, 
with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand  men,  by  the  mar- 
quis of  Marignano,  general  to  Cofmo  de  Med  ids. 
The  fiege  of  Sienna  was  inftantly  formed  by  the 
vi&or ; the  fate  of  that  city  was  protraded  for 
fome  months  by  the  valour  of  Monluc,  who  com- 
manded the  French  garrifon ; but  the  Sienefe, 
fuperior  to  the  force  of  arms,  were  incapable  of 
refitting  the  aflaults  of  famine;  the  terms  they 
obtained  were  however  honourable  ; and  Monluc, 
with  the  French  troops,  was  allowed  to  march 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war ; but  the  maref- 
chal  of  Briflac,  in  Piedmont,  fupported  the  glory 
of  his  country,  and  juftified  the  choice  of  his 
prince ; though  his  troops  were  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  Imperialifts,  he  not  only  baffled  the  at- 
tempts of  the  duke  of  Alva,  who,  with  his  ufual 
arrogance,  had  boafted  that  he  would  foon  drive 
him  beyond  the  mountains,  but  even  extended 
his  incurfions  into  that  part  of  the  country,  which 
hitherto  the  emperor  had  preferred ; and  would 

pro- 
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probably  have  rendered  ,more  important  Services 
to  his  country,  had  not  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
his  Support,  been  intercepted  by  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Guifes  and  the  conftable  Montmorency. 

. On  the  death  of  Henry  d’Aibret, 
king  of  Navarre,  the  king  of  France  A‘  D’ 
was  defirous  of  annexing  Bearn,  and  the  fmall 
remnant  of  that  prince’s  territories,  to  his  own 
dominions ; but  Anthony,  duke  of  Vendofme, 
who  had  married  Jane  the  heirefs  of  d’Aibret, 
by  his  diligence  fecured  the  royal  inheritance 
which  defeended  to  him  ; and  rejedted  the  threats 
and  promifes  of  Henry,  who  alternately  menaced 
him'  with  the  weight  of  his  arms,  and  tempted 
him  with  liberal  offers  of  compensation. 

The  emperor,  broken  by  infirmities,  had  re- 
newed his  negociations  for  peace.  He  had  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  poffef- 
fion  of  Metz  by  the  treachery  of  a monk,  guar- 
dian to  a convent  of  Francifcans ; but  the  con- 
spiracy was  detedted;  the  Imperialifts  detached 
for  the  enterprife  were  defeated  with  daughter ; 
and  the  monk  with  his  confederates  Suffered  the 
juft  punifhment  of  their  treafon.  Charles,  mor- 
tified at  the  decline  of  his  military  glory,  and 
oppreffed  by  age  and  difeafe,  received  an  ad- 
ditional disappointment  in  the  death  of  pope  Ju- 
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lius  the  Third,  and  the  election  of  cardinal  Ca- 
raffa  to  the  vacant  dignity ; the  new  pontiff,  who 
affumed  the  name  of  Paul  the  Fourth,  demanded 
the  proteftion  of  France,  offered  the  inveftiture 
of  Naples  to  her  king,  and  endeavoured  to  nego- 
ciate  a drift  alliance  with  him  for  their  mutual 
advantage.  Henry  liftened  with  pleafure  to  pro- 
pofals  which  Battered  his  ambition  with  the  hope  of 
once  more  acquiring  the  afcendency  in  Italy ; and 
the  cardinal  of  Lorrain  was  difpatched  to  Rome 
with  full  powers  to  conclude  the  treaty,  and  to 
concert  meafure3  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

So  many  unfavourable  circumftances  combined 
with  a fhatered  conftitution,  determined  the  em- 
peror to  retire  from  the  cares  of  public  life,  be- 
fore his  reputation  was  entirely  overwhelmed  by 
the  terppeft  which  he  beheld  gathering  round 
him.  By  refigning  his  hereditary  dominions  to 
his  fon  Philip,  he  in  fome  meafure  difarmed  the 
jealoufy  of  France ; and  delivered  himfelf  from  a 
burthen,  which  his  waining  ftrength  was  no  lon- 
ger capable  of  fupporting  with  proper  dignity.  At 
Bruffels  this  extraordinary  renunciation  was  made; 
and  Charles  only  retained  for  himfelf  the  imperial 
dignity,  which  in  about  a year  afterwards  he  relin- 
quifhed  to  his  brother  Ferdinand,  the  king  of  the 
Romans. 
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Henry,  indulgent  to  his  paffions, 
and  to  the  profufion  of  his  miftrefs,  A,D*1SSS- 
had  been  obliged  to  load  his  fubjefts  with  new 
impofts,  to  defray  the  expences  of  war  and  the 
magnificence  of  his  court.  The  emperor,  foli- 
citous.to  procure  an  inteival  of  tranquillity,  that 
his  fon  might  eftablifh  himfelf  firmly  on  the 
throne,  was  ready  to  lifien  to  any  terms  of  accom- 
modation. The  various  claims  of  the  rival  mo- 
narchs  rendered  it  difficult  to  conclude  a folid 
peace;  but  an  expedient  was  propofed  of  termi- 
nating their  hoftilities  by  a long  truce,  which, 
without  difcuffing  their  different  pretenfions,  al- 
lowed each  to  retain  what  was  in  his  poffeffion. 
Henry,  in  accepting  thefe  favourable  conditions 
which  left  him  in  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  duke  of  Savoy’s  dominions,  with  his 
important  acquifitions  on  the  German  frontier, 
was  only  embarraffed  by  his  late  engagements  wiih 
the  pope ; thefe  he  however  was  perfuaded  by 
the  conftable  Montmorency  to  facrifice  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  kingdom ; but  he  carefully  flipu- 
lated,  that  in  the  truce,  which  was  figned  for  five 
years,  the  Roman  pontiff  fhould  be  exprefsiy  in- 
cluded. 

Paul  received  the  intelligence  of  the  late  nego- 
ciation  vylth  tenor  and  aftonifhment ; he  beheld 
himfelf  forfaken  by  the  ally  on  whom  he  depend*- 
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ed,  and  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  an  adver- 
fary  whom  he  dreaded.  The  duke  of  Alva  wa$ 
already  encamped  on  the  frontiers  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  territories ; and  the  pope,  to  avert  the  im- 
.mediate  danger,  had  recourfe  to  thofe  arts  for  , 
which  the  court  of  Rome  was  fo  eminently  dif-  ' 
tinguilhed.  Under  pretence  of  mediating  a de- 
finitive peace  between  the  rival  princes,  cardi- 
nal Rebiba  was  difpatched  to  Bruflels,  and  the  ne- 
phew of  the  pontiff,  . cardinal  Caraffa,  to  Paris. 
.The  former  was  fecretly  inftructed  to.  protraft 
his  negociation  as  long  as  poflible;  while  the 
latter  was  directed  to  prefs  the  French  king  to  re- 
nounce the  treaty  of  truce,  and  to  refume  his  en- 
gagement* with  the  holy  fee.  By  prefents  and 
flattery  Caraffa  gained  the  fuffrages  of  Catharine 
of  Medicis,  and  Diana  Poitiers.  Henry  was  in- 
capable of  refilling  the  importunities  of  his  con- 
fort  and  miflrefs,  feconded  by  the  ardour  of  the 
duke  of  Guife,  and  the  eloquence  of  his  brother 
the  cardinal  of  Lorrain.  His  own  genius,  war- 
like and  enterprifing,  correfponded  with -their 
inclinations ; arid  he  figned  a new  league  with 
the  pope,  which  rekindled  the  flames  of  war  both 
in  Italy  and  the  Low  Countries. 

• Philip,  in  his  difpute  with  the  fucceflbr-  of  St. 
Peter,  though  naturally  haughty  and  inflexible, 
had  difeovered  uncommon  moderation..  His 

early 
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early  years  had  been  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Spa- 
nifh  ecclefiafticks,  and  in  a more  mature  age  he 
retained  that  veneration  for  the  holy  fee  which 
they  had  feduloufly  inculcated.  But  with  every 
% appearance  of  hefitation  the  pontiff’s  arrogance 
had  increafed ; and  at  length  the  duke  of  Alva 
was  commanded  to  enter  the  ecclefiaftical  territo- 
ries. The  light  troops  of  the  Spaniards  foon  pene- 
trated to  the  very  gates  of  Rome,  and  Paul,  yield- 
ing to  the  fears  and  felicitations  of  the  cardinals, 
propofed  a ceffation  of  arms.  Alva,  fenfible 
how  defirous  his  mafter  was  of  terminating  a 
war  which  he  had  undertaken  with  infinite  reluc- 
tance, clofed  with  the  overtures ; and  confented 
firft  to  a truce  for  ten,  and  afterwards  for  forty 
days. 

. In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  . i 
Guife  paffed  the  Alps  with  an  army  557 

of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  the  flower  of  the 
French  nobility  ; whom  the  fplendour  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  his  reputation  for  courtefy,  courage, 
and  liberality,  allured  to  follow  his  ftandard. 
Paul  on  his  approach  affumed  his  former  arro- 
gance, and  banilhed  from  his  mind  all  thoughts 
but  thofe  of  war  and  revenge,  while  the  Spa- 
niards retired  toward  the  frontiers  of  Naples, 
for  the  defence  of  that  kingdom.  Yet  though 
the  pope  was  animated  with  the  ftrongeft  refent- 
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ment  againd  Philip,  he  neglefted  the  neceffary 
means  to  enfure  the  gratification  of  it ; neither 
the  pecuniary ‘or  military  ^ids  which  he  had  en- 
gaged to  furnifh,  were  ready  ; the  Italian  ftates 
either  preferved  a drift  neutrality,  or  were  openly 
united  with  Philip.  The  duke  of  Guife  foon 
perceived  that  his  hopes  of  fuccefs  mud  entirely 
depend  upon  himfelf. . He  was  repulfed  from 
the  walls  of  Civitella,  a town  on  the  Neapolitan 
frontiers;  his  army  was  waded  by  ficknefs,  and 
harafied  by  fruitlefs  marches ; while  the  Spani- 
ards again  extended  their  devadations  over  the 
patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  Rome  for  the  protection  of  the  holy 
father.  With  a weak  and  impatient  ally,  with  a 
broken  and  defponding  army,  he  confined  his 
operations  to  the  defence  of  the  capital ; and  the 
flattering  vifion  of  Italian  conqueds  was  gradually 
baniflied  from  his  mind. 

Philip  had  received  with  indignation  the  in- 
telligence of  Henry’s  defigns  to  violate  the  re- 
cent truce.  He  direfted  his  arms  againd  the 
frontier  towns  of  Flanders,  expofed  by  the  expe- 
dition againd  Italy.  He  perfuaded  his  confort, 
the  queen  of  England,  to  enter  into  his  views  ; 
her  violent  affeftion  for  Philip  excited  her  to  fur- 
mount  the  reluftance  of  her  fubjefts,  and  to  de- 
clare war  againd  France ; Emanuel  Philibert, 
- . duke 
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duke  of  Savoy,  was  entrufted  with  the  command 
of  the  main  army ; the  zeal  of  the  Flemings  was 
difplayed  in  feconding  the  defigns  of  their  new 
fovereign  ; and  while.  Philip  ‘ himfelf  fixed  his 
quarters  at  Cambray,  the  duke  of  Savoy,  after 
alarming  France  on  the  fide  of  Champagne,  ad- 
vanced by  rapid  marches,  and  inverted  St.  Quin-  ' 
tin  in  Picardy. 

The  garrifon  of  that  town  had  been  weakened 
by  detachments  fent  towards  Champagne,  and 
fcarce  amounted*  to  one  fifth  of  the  number 
requifite  for  its  defence.  The  fortifications  had 
been  negle&ed ; and  the  befiegers  were  ftimula- 
ted  by  the  importance  of  acquiring  a town, 
which  opened  to  them  a diredt  road  to  Paris.  A 

1 

few  days  muft  have  crowned  their  efforts  with 
fuccefs,  if  admiral  de  Coligny,  confidering  his 
honour  concerned  to  preferve  a place  within  his 
jurifdi&ion,  had  not  thrown  himfelf  into  the 
town  with  a gallant  band  of  followers,  and  by 
his  Ikill  and  determined  valour  at  lead  deferred  its 
fate.  . 

The  voice  of  - glory  and  intereft  • called  upon 
Henry  to  fave  a town,  the  lois  of  which  would 
open  a paffage  for  the  enemy  into  the  heart  of 
France.  The  forces  he  could  haftily  affemble,  • 
he  confided  to  the  experience  of  the  conftable 
Montmorency;  whofe-  natural  caution  was  van- 
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quifhed  by  his  defire  to  extricate  his  nephew  Co- 
ligny  from  his  dangerous  fituation.  With  this 
view  he  approached  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  while 
d’Andelot,  the  brother  of  Coligny,  with  five  hun- 
dred adventurous  followers,  forced  his  entrance 
into  the  town. 

But  in  the  execution  of  this  defign,  Montmo- 
rency had  drawn  too  near  the  entrenchments  of 
the  befiegers  to  efcape  with  impunity  from  fo 
a&ive  and  vigilant  a commander  as  the  duke  of 
Savoy.  He  had  fcarce  began  to  retire,  before 
he  was  preffed  by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the 
enemy.  The  ranks  of  the  French  were  broken 
by  the  furious  charge  of  count  Egmont  at  the 
head  of  the  cavalry,  and  their  boafted  men  at 
arms  fought  (belter  in  a precipitate  flight.  Aban- 
doned by  the  horfe,  the  foot  were  not  able  much 
longer  to  fuftain  the  unequal  conflict ; above  four 
thoufand  perifhed  on  the  field ; and  the  confta- 
ble,  after  defending  himfelf  with  the  moft  heroic 
courage,  and  receiving  a dangerous  wound,  was 
made  prifoner,  with  the  dukes  of  Montpenfier  and 
Longueville,  and  the  marefchal  St.  Andre. 

The  defeat  of  St.  Guin  fcarce  diffufed  lefs 
confirmation  throughout  France  than  the  fatal 
battles  of  Crecy  and  Azincourtr;  the  trembling 
inhabitants  of  Paris  prepared  to  quit  a capital 
which  they  hourly  expedted  would  be  infulted 
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by  the  prefence  of  the  enemy ; atnidft  the  gene- 
ral difmay,  Henry  alone  preferved  an  undaunted 
countenance;  he  inflantly  recalled  the  duke  of 
Guife  from  Italy;  he  foliated  the  afliflunce  of 
the  grand  fignior,  and  he  incited  the  Scots  to  in- 
vade the  north  of  England,  and  diffract  the  at-' 
tention  of  Mary.  A more  immediate  recourfe 
was  found  in  commanding  the  ban  and  arriere 
ban  of  the  frontier  provinces  immediately  to  take 
the  field ; but  all  thefe  precautions  and  efforts 
would  have  proved  vain,  had  Philip  liftened  to 
the  advice  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  to  relinquifh 
the  fiege  of  St.  Quintin,  and  march  direttly  to- 
wards Paris ; that  monarch*  naturally  cautious, 
was  afraid  of  committing  his  forces  in  the  heart 
of  France  without  a fingle  place  to  retreat  to;  he 
advifed  therefore  the  continuance  of  the  fiege  of 
St.  Quintin ; and  his  generals  more  readily  ac- 
quiefeed  in  his  opinion,  as  they  imagined  the 
town  could  not  hold  out  many  hours;  but  the 
courage  of  Coligny  rofe  in  proportion  to  the  exi- 
gency and  danger.  Fruitful  in  refources,  each 
rpoment  feemed  to  difplay  fome  new  expedient ; 
for  feVenteen  days  he  baffled  the  repeated  affaults 
of  the  Spaniards,  the  Flemings,  and  the  Englifli ; 
at  length  all  oppofttion  was  overwhelmed  by  their 
fuperior  numbers,  and  Coligny  himfelf  was  taken 
prifoner  on  the  breach. . 
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But  Henry  had  availed  himfelf  with  the  ut- 
moft  activity  of  the  interval  affofded  by  the  ad-  » 

miral’s  obftinate  refiftance.  The  duke  of  Guife 

% 

rapidly  advanced  from  Italy  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Philip ; he  was  received  in  France  as 
the,  guardiar^  angel  of  that  kingdom;  and  the 
confidence  which  the  king  repofed  in  him,  was 
juftified  by  his  zeal  and  enterprifing  fpirit.  The 
army  with  which  he  returned  was  joined  by  new 
levies, . and  fwelled  by  reinforcements  from  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland.  Its  numbers,  and  the 
reputation  of  its  general,  made  Philip  tremble 
for  his  new  conquefts;  when  the  duke  of  Guife 
fuddenly  turned,  from  menacing  the  frontier  towns 
of  Flanders,  to  undertake  a more  arduous  and  im- 
portant enterprize. 

. • ' Calais  had  been  taken  by  the  Eng- 

A.D.  1526.  unjer  Edward  the  Third,  and  • 

was  the  only  place  they  retained  of  their  ancient 
and  extenfive  territories  in  France.  But  Mary 
and  her  mi n liters,  from  an  injudicious  oeconomy, 

• had  -negleded  the  works,  and  difmifled  the 
greater  part  of  the  garrifon.  The  duke  of  Guife 
was  apprifed  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  ri-  ' 
gour  of  winter  did  not  deter  him  from  the  dar- 
ing defign ; he  fuddenly  inverted  the  town,  drove 
the  Englifh  from  the  forts  which  proteded  it, 
and  in  eight  days  reftored  Calais  to  the  dominion 
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of  the  French,  after  it  had  been  fubjed  to  Eng- 
land for  two  hundred  and  ten  years.  Henry  imi- 
tated on  this  occafion  the  policy  of  its  former  con- 
queror ; he  carefully  expelled  the  Englifh  inhabi- 
tants, and  new  peopled  the  town  with  his  own  fub- 
je&s,  whom  he  allured  to  fettle  there  by  various 
immunities. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  the  pope 
had  indeed  figned  a treaty  of  peace,  and  recon- 
ciled himfelf  to  Philip;  but  Henry  found  fuffi- 
cient  confolation  for  this  defertion  in  the  marriage 
of  the  dauphin  to  Mary  queen  of  Scotland ; that 
princefs  had  been  long  fince  affianced  to  Francis, 
and  the  nuptials  were  now  celebrated  with  unu- 
fual  fplendour.  But  the  Scots  in  the  articles  of 
marriage  took  every  precaution  that  prudence 
could  dictate  to  preferve  the  liberty  and  independ- 
ence of  their  country. 

With  the  return  of  fpring,  the  contending  ar- 
mies renewed  their  operations ; the  duke  of  Guife 
inverted,  and  reduced  after  a fiege  of  three  weeks, 
Thionville  in  the  duchy  of  Luxembourg.  But 
this  acquilition  was  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  an  event  that  had  happened  in  another  part 
of  the  Low  Countries.  The  marefchal  de  Ter- 
mes,  governor  of  Calais,  had  penetrated  into 
Flanders,  ftormed  Dunkirk,  and  advanced  to 
Nieuport,  when  his  career  was  checked  by  the 
L 4 approach 
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approach  of  the  count  of  Egmont,  with  a fupe- 
rior  force.  De  Termes,  encumbered  with  his 
fpoils,  endeavoured  to  retreat,  but  he  was  over- 
taken by  the  rapidity  of  the  count,  and  com- 
pelled to  engage  near  Gravelines.  The  defpe- 
rate  valour  of  the  French  held  victory,  for  fome 
time  in  fufpenfe  ; when  a fquadron  of  Englifh 

* , r » 

Ihips,  drawn  to  the  coaft  by  the  firing,  entered 
the  Aa,  and  turned  their  guns  upon  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  of  de*  Termes;  the  fpirits  of 
the  Flemings  revived  with  this  affiftance,  and  the 
rout  of  the  French  became  univerfal.  Two  thou- 
fand  were  killed  on  the  fpot;  a greater  number 

V 

in  their  flight  perilhed  by  the  hands  of  the  en- 
raged peafantry;  and  the  marefchal  de  Termes, 
with  many  officers  of  diftinCtion,  were  taken  pri- 
foners. 

A.  D.  1558.  The  duke  of  Guife,  on  intelligence 
1 559-  of  this  difafter,  relinquifhed  all  other 
fchemes,  and  haftened  to  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier of  Picardy,  while  the  duke  of  Savoy  effected, 
a junction  with  the  forces  of  the  count  of  Eg- 
mont. Each  monarch  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  his  refpeCtive  army  ; and  as  they  were  now  only 
feparated  by  a few  leagues,  it  was  hourly  ex- 
pected that  a decifive  action  would  determine 
the  fortune  of  the  royal  rivals.  Yet  both  Philip 
and  'Henry  continued  carefully  to  fortify  their 
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camps,  and  difcovered  by  their  inaftion,  their  in- 
clinations for  peace.  For  half  a century  their 
kingdoms  had  been  mutually  exhaufted  by  the 
operations  of  war.  The  former  was  impatient  to 
vifit  Spain  ; the  latter  was  influenced  by  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  duchefs  of  Valentinois,  who  regarded 
with  difguft  the  haughtinefs  of  the  duke  of  Guife 
and  his  brother  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  and  was 
inclined  to  thwart  their  meafures  and  obfiruct  their 
glory.  By  her  perfuafion,  Montmorency,  flill  a 
prifoner,  and  eager  to  regain  his  liberty,  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  delicate  negociation  ; Philip  rea- 
dily liftened  to  his  propofals,  and  a definitive  treaty 
was  figned  at  Cateau  in  Cambrefis ; the  duke  of 
Savoy  recovered  the  territories  which  France  had 
wrefted  from  him  in  Piedmont,  Savoy,  and  Brefie. 
Corfica  was  ceded  to  the  Genoefe ; but  Hefdin, 
Catelet,  and  Noyon,  were  reftored  to  the  French, 
who  alfo  retained  Calais,  Metz,  Toul,  and  Ver- 
dun. The  death  of  Mary  had  difTolved  the  con- 
nexions of  Philip  with  England ; and  by  a fepa- 
rate  treaty  with  her  fucceflor,  Elizabeth,  Henry 
engaged  at  the  end  of  eight  years  to  deliver  up 
Calais,  or  to  forfeit  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns. 

The  duke  of  Guife,  and  his  brother 
' IS59‘  the  cardinal,  arraigned  the  late  treaty 

in 
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in  the  mod  open  manner,  as  humiliating  and  dif-  • 
graceful  to  France.  But  their  influence  expired 
on  the  return  of  Montmorency- ; and  the  confta- 

ble,  fupportecl  by  the' du chefs  of  Valentinois,  re- 

♦ 

fumed  his  former  afcendancy  over  the  mind  of  his 
royal  mailer.  Henry  himfelf  had  clofed  with  the 
overtures  of  peace,  that  he  might  the  more  effec-  ' 
tnallv  reprefs  the  religious  opinions  of  the  re- 
formers, , which  were  lpreading  with  rapidity 
throughout  his  dominions.  D’Andelot,  the  bro- 
ther of  Coligny,  and  the  nephew  of  the  conftable, 
was  juflly  accufed  as  a profelyte  to  the  dodrinesof 
Calvin.  In  the  prefence  of  his  fovereign  he  pre- 
fumed to  acknowledge  his  fentiments  ; he  was  im- 
mediately deprived  of  his  poll  of  general  of  the 
French  infantry,  committed  to  dole  confinement, 
and  only  refiored  by  fubmiflion,  and  the  entreaties 
of  his  uncle.  Throughout  the  capital,  and  the 
different  provinces,  the  fevered  penalties  were  de- 
nounced againft  the  profelfors  of  Lutheranifm,  » 
five  of  the  mod  obftinate  were  fent  to  the  Baftile, 
and  orders  were  iflued  for  their  immediate  and 
rigorous  profecution. 

The  adtive  zeal  of  a monarch,  in  the  vigour  • 
of  his  'age,  and  neither  deftitute  of  capacity  or 
firmnefs,  might,  perhaps,  have  vanquifhed  the 
fcruples  of  his  fubjedls,  and  preferved  his  king-. 
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dom  from  the  calamities  of  civil  commotion,  in- 
flamed  by  religious  rancour;  but  the  defigns  of 
Henry,  and  the  hopes  of  the  eftablilhed  church, 
were  extinguifhed  by  a fatal  and  unexpected  ac- 
cident. Emanuel  duke  of  Savoy  had  arrived  at 
Paris,  to  be  prefent  at  the  marriage  of  the  prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth,  who,  by  an  article  of  the  late  trea- 
ty, was  affianced  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  whofe 
nuptials  were  celebrated  at  Paris  by  proxy,  with 
martial  magnificence.  Joufts  and  tournaments 
had  on  this  occafion  been  proclaimed  by  Henry, 
who  excelled  in  every  perfonal  accomplifhment ; 
he  had  already  given  fignal  proofs  of  his  prow- 
efs  ; when  on  the  lall  day  he  was  defirous  of  break- 
ing a lance  againft  Gabriel  de  Lorges,  count  de 
Montgomery,  and  who  was  diftinguifhed  above 
any  other  nobleman  for  his  fuperior  addrefs  in 
thefe  combats.  Montgomery,  at  the  command 
of  his  fovereign,  entered  the  lifts  with  avowed 
reluCtance.  > The  (hock  was  rude  on  both  fides ; 
but  the  count’s  lance  breaking  againft;  the  king’s 
helmet,  he  attacked  Henry  with  the  ftump ; it 
entered  the  eyebrow  of  his  right  eye,  and  the 
monarch  bereaved  of  fpeech  and  underftanding 
fell  inftantly  to  the  ground.  He  was  conveyed 
to  his  palace,  and  after  remaining  in  a ftate  of 
infenfibility  for  eleven  days,  expired  in  the  fix- 
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teenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  forty-fifth  of 
his  age  ; leaving  by  his  wife  Catherine  of  Medi- 
cis,  feven  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Francis 
the  Second,  was  only  entered  into  his  feventeenth 
year. 
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FRANCIS  THE  SECOND  SUCCEEDS  TO  THE  THRONE 
•^CHARACTER  OF  CATHERINE  OF  MEDICIS 
* AND  THE  GUISES OF  THE  CONSTABLE  MONT- 

MORENCY, THE  KING  OF  NAVARRE,  THE 
PRINCE  OF  CONDE,  AND  THE  ADMIRAL  CO- 

LIGNY PERSECUTION  OF  THE  HUGONOTS 

CONSPIRACY  OF  AMBOISE IMPRISONMENT 

and  condemnation  of  the  prince  of 

CONDE — DEATH  OF  FRANCIS. 


but  his  feeble  body  was  animated  by  a mind  more 
feeble ; and  incapable  of  ftate  affairs,  he  refigned 
himfelf  to  the  abfolute  control  of  his  mother, 
Catherine  of  Medicis,  and  of  the  Guifes,  the  uncles  . 
of  his  queen,  Mary  of  Scotland.  ’ 

Catherine  of  Medicis,  from  her  rank  as  mother 

to 


agre  of  Francis,  on  the  death  . ^ 

& ...  . A.D.  1559. 

of  his  father,  qualified  him  immedi- 
ately to  have  affumed  the  reins  of  government ; 
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to  the  young-  king,  might  juftly  urge  her  fuperior 
pretenfions  to  power.  Her  rival,  Diana  de  Poi- 
tiers, on  the  death  of  Henry,  abandoned  by  the 
minions  of  her  profperity,  had  funk  into  obfcu- 
rity,  and  was  permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
her  days  in  retirement.  The  talents  of  Catherine, 
which  had  been  overfhadowed  by  the  charms  of 
Diana,  now  fhone  forth  in  full  luflre.  Bold,  en- 
terprifing,  and  fagacious,  her  courage  was  never 
difconcerted,  and  her  penetration  was  feldom 
eluded.  Infinuating  in  her  manners,  magnificent 
in  her  difpolition,  and  liberal  to  profufion ; a ge- 
nerous patronefs  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  amidft 
the  horrors  of  war,  fhe  foftered  and  protedled  the 
feeds  of  learning,  which  had  been  introduced  in 
the  reigns  of  Francis  and  Henry ; but  reverfe  the 
medal,  and  fhe  was  cruel,  rapacious,  and  deceit- 
ful ; profligate  in  her  morals,  and  unbounded  in 
her  ambition  ; without  fentiment,  without  feeling, 
without  religion,  her  prejudices  and  her  paffions, 
were  equally  abforbed  by  an  inordinate  luft  of  do- 
minion. 

The  duke  of  Guife,  and  the  cardinal  of  Lor- 
rain,  as  the  uncles  of  Mary  of  Scotland,  found  an 
eafy  accefs  to  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  and 
might  claim  with  propriety  the  firft  employments, 
of  the  ftate.  The  former  by  the  defence  of  Metz, 
and  the  recovery  of  Calais,  had  eflablifhed  his  mi- 
2 litary 
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litary  renown,  and  fecured  the  attachments  of  the 
army;  his  humanity,  courtefy,  and  liberality, 

equally  endeared  him  to  the  people ; zealous  for 

• 

the  eftabliflied  religion,  his  ambition  might  have 
been  reftrained  by  duty  and  gratitude,  had  it  not 
been  inflamed  by  his  brother  the  cardinal  of  Lor- 
rain.  That  prelate  was  venerated  by  the  clergy 
as  the  guardian  of  their  immunities,  and  by  the 
Catholics  as  the  champion  of  their  faith ; verfed  in 
the  wiles  of  courts,  fruitful  in' expedients,  and  elo- 
quent in  debate,  he  was  too  readily  elated  by  fuc-  .. 
cefs,  and  too  eafily  deprefled  by  defeat.  His  per- 
fonal  courage  was  ever  doubted  ; his  vindiftive 
temper  was  ever  dreaded  ; and  the  diffolute  plea- 
fures  of  his  private  life  vied  with  the  prefumption 
of  his  public  conduft. 

’ To  oppofe  three  fuch  formidable  candidates  for 
minifterial  power,  the  conftable  Montmorency, 
grown  grey  in  the  fervice  of  Francis  and  Henry, 
could . only  rely  on  the  merit  of  former  adlions,  ' 
and  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  integrity.  ' 
Haughty  and  inflexible  in  his  difpofition,  fevere 
to  the  failings  of  others  and  to  his  own,  he  was 
ill  calculated  for  thofe  delicate  intrigues  which  re- 
quire a flexible  temper  and  infinuating  addrefs. 
Accuftomed  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  he 
regarded  it  as  his  due  ; yet  his  ardour  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  eftablilhed  religion,  prevented  him 
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from  embracing  the  only  means  by  which  he  ci>uld 
attain  it,  a ftriCt  alliance  with  the  princes  of  the 
blood. 

Of  thefe  Anthony  of  Bourbon  king  of  Navarre, 
was  the  fitrft,  and  derived  additional  luftre  from 
his  pretenfions  to  that  kingdom,  and  an  increafe  of 
confequence  from  the  pofieflion  of  Bearn.  Nature 
had  endowed  him  with  a difpofition  mild,  humane, 
and  eafily  wrought  on ; but  had  denied  the  com- 
manding genius  requifite  to  curb  the  afpiring  fpirits 
of  the  age.  Timid  and  irrefolute,  he  fluctuated  be- 
tween the  two  religions  of  Catholic  and  Hugonot; 
and  indulgent  to  the  pleafures  of  love,  his  political 
engagements  were  often  diffolved  by  the  charms  of 
the  fair. 

From  this  ftain  the  character  of  his  brother 
Lewis,  prince  of  Conde,  was  not  free ; and  though 
his  perfon  was  ungraceful  and  diminutive,  he  re- 
ceived from  women  the  molt  flattering  proofs  of 
their  affeCtion  ; but  an  amorous  compleCtion  was 
the  only  foil  to  qualities  the  moft  fplendid,  and 
virtues  the  moft  heroic.  Of  high  and  determined 
courage,  he  was  formed  to  (hine  in  camps  as  well 
as  courts ; and  though  his  income  was  narrow', 
he  difplayed  a magnificence  of  temper  worthy  his 
birth  and  ftation.  He  had  early  attached  himfelf 
to  the  doCtrines  of  the  reformed,  from  which  no 
arts  could  allure  him ; and  his  fteadineft  to  thofe 

religious 
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religious  principles  might  probably  be  confirmed 
by  the  oppofite  condud  in  the  duke  of  Guife, 
whom  he  confidered  through  life  as  the  rival  of 
his  fame  and  fortune. 

The  admiral  Coligny  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  the  defence  of  St.  Quintin ; but  his  perfonal 
courage  was  the  leaft  of  the  numerous  qualities 
which  adorned  him.  He,  of  all  the  chiefs,  per- 
haps alone,  from  covidion,  had  renounced  the 
errors  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  embraced  the 
dodrines  of  Calvin.  Brave,  generous,  and  fin- 
cere,  he  was  aduated  by  no  felfifh  views,  he  was 
impelled  by  no  bafe  or  private  paflions.  To  ob- 
tain liberty  of  confcience  for  himfelf,  and  for 
thofe  who  profeffed  the  fame  tenets,  was  all  that 
he  required ; and  it  was  with  the  reludance  of  a 
patriot  that  he  found  himfelf  compelled  to  fcek 
it  amidft  the  horrors  of  civil  war.  The  pious 
fcruples  of  his  brother  d’Andelot  had  already  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  difpleafure  of  the  late  king ; and 
zealous  in  the  caufe  of  religious  freedom,  he 
feemed  to  court  danger  with  an  enthufiaftic  va- 
lour. 

Such  were  the  charaders  deftined  to  extort  our 
v admiration,  amidft  the  calamities  with  which  their 
intriguing  genius,  wild  ambition,  or  intemperate 
zeal,  afflided  their  country.  The  feeble  monarch 
himfelf  was  obfcured  by  the  (hining  talents  of  his 
vol.  ii.  M fub- 
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fubjeCts ; and  when  the  deputies  of  the  parliament 
waited  on  Francis  to  exprefs  their  duty  and  alle- 
giance to  his  perfon,  he  informed  them  that  he 
had  thought  proper  to  inveft  the  duke  of  Guile 
and  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain  with  the  fupreme  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs,  affigning  to  the  former  the 
military  department,  and  the  finances  to  the 
latter. 

. Had  the  king  of  Navarre  liftened  to  the  kn- 
'portunities  of  the  conftable  Montmorency,,  and. 
immediately  on  the  difaftrous  fate  of  Henry,  pre- 
fented  himfelf  at  court,  his  rank,  as  firft  prince  of 
the  blood,  might  have  overawed  and  baffled  the 
fchemes  of  his  adverfaries;  but  Anthony,  who 
was  by  nature  irrefolute,  and  peculiarly  diftruftful 
of  Montmorency,  to  whom  he  imputed  the  dere- 
liction of  his  rights  at  the  late  peace,  advanced 
by  flow  journies,  and  arrived  not,  till  the  confta- 
ble was  difinified  from  his  office  of  mailer  of  the 
houfehold,  to  his  feat  at  Chantilly ; his  own  recep~  . 
tion,  with  that  of  his  brother  the  prince  of  Conde, 
was  cold  and  difrefpeCtful ; yet  both  conferred  to 
aflift  at  the  king’s  coronation,  which  was  per- 
formed at  Rheims  by  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain, 
archbiftiop  of  that  fee ; and  the  king  of  Navarre  * 
was  foon  after  perfuaded  by  Catherine  of  Mediciss, 
to'  condudl  the  princefs  Elizabeth  to  the1  frontiers 
of  Spain  ;-  and  was  afterwards  detained  in  Bearn, 

...  with 

* * * 
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with  the  vain  hope  of  recovering  his  former  do- 
minions by  a negociation,  with  which  he  was 
amufed  by  the  queen  mother  and  the  duke  of 
Alva. 

On  the  retreat  of  that  prince,  Catherine  and 
the  Guifes  affedted  not  to  - conceal  thofe  de- 
figns  which  they  had  fo  long  meditated;  every 
precaution  to  enfure  the  obedience  of  the  people, 
and  to  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  defence,  had 
been  already  taken.  An  edidt  appeared,  forbid- 
ding any  perfon  to  carry  fire  arms,  or  to  wear 
any  drefs  favourable  to  the  concealment  of  fuch 
weapons.  Coligny,  whofe  high  fpirit  and  com- 
manding genius  was  peculiarly  dreaded,  was 
aimed  at  by  a fecond  regulation,  which  declared 
that  no  perfon  fliould  hold  two  pofts  at  the  fame 
time;  the  admiral  immediately  refigned  the  go* 
vernment  of  Picardy  ; but  the  pretenfions  of  the 
prince  of  Conde  were  difregarded,  and  that  pro- 
vince was  entrufted  to  the  marefchal  Brifac,  while 
the  duke  of  Guife  fucceeded  to  the  office  of 
matter  of  the  houfehold,  of  which  the  conflable  * 

* had  been  difpoffeffed.  . 

Suth  were  the  meafures  preparatory  to  the  per* 
fecution  of  the  proteftants,  who  about  this  time 
began  fiift  to  be  ftyled  Hugonots ; but  no  fooner 
was  the  ground  cleared  before  them,  than  the 
counfels  of  Catherine  and  the  Guifes  were  diflin- 

M 2 * guifhed 
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guifhed  by  a more  fanguinary  and  decifive  fpirit* 
Courts  of  ecclefiaftical  judicature,  invefted  with 
inquifitorial  powers,  were  .erected,  which  took 
cognizance  of  herefy, ; and  they  were  denominated  * 
the  Chambres  Ar dentes,  from  the  fevcrity  of  the 
punifhments  which  they  inflidted.  The  ftridteft 
fearch  was  made  to  difcover  offenders ; the  mod 
flagitious  crimes  were  ftudioufly  imputed  to  their 
nighly  aflemblies ; and  every  orthodox  catholic 
was  taught  to  regard  them  with  abhorrence.  The 
rigour  which  prevailed  in  the  capital  was  fpon  ex- 
tended to  the  provinces ; and  the  profelytes  to 
calvinifm,  after  fruitlefs  appeals  to  their  blamelefs 
condudt,  found  themfelvcs  compelled  to  feck 
fafety  in  refiftance.  The  numbers  of  troops 
which  had  been  difbanded  at  the  late  peace,  be-' 
fleged  the  court  with  clamours  for  that  recom- 
penfe  which  they  thought  due.  to  their  fevices; 
the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  wearied  with  their  impor- 

i 

tunities,  and  unable  to  fatisfv  their  demands,  com- 
manded them  to  retire,  on  pain  of  being  inftantly 
hung  upon  a gallows  eredted  for  that  purpofe; 
and  by  his  infolent  brutality . alienated  the  minds 
of  thefe  military  adventurers  from  the  houfe  of 
Guife,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftrengthened  the 
hands,  and  fwelled  the  partizans  of  the  hugonots. 

. Thefe  began  already  to  bear  with  impatience 
the  repeated  infults  and  unwearied  malice  of  their 

' per- 
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perfecutors ; their  confidence  was  increafed  by 
the  alarming  fymptoms  of  decay  which  menaced 
the  life  of  Francis.  Minard,  a magiftrate  who 
had  difplayed  peculiar  activity  in  the  feizure  and 
conviction  of  the  proteftants,  was  fuddenly  aflaffi- 
nated.  Though  it  never  could  be  difcovered  with 
certainty  from  what  hand  the  blow  came,  yet  Ro- 
bert Stuart,  a native  of  Scotland,  incurred  the  fuf- 
picion  of  the  court.  He  in  vain  befought  the 
protection  of  Mary,  to  whotn  he  declared  himfelf 
related  ; that  princefs  denied  him  as  her  kinfman, 
and  rather  ftimulated  than  repreffed  the  fury  of 
his  profecutors.  The  fecurity  that  he  vainly  ex- 
pected from  the  favour  of  his  fovereign,  he  found 
in  his  own  conftancy  ; nor  could  the  fevereft  tor- 
tures extort  a confeflion  from  a bofom  Heeled  by 
cortfcious  innocence,  or  animated  by  religious 
zeal.  He  was  at  laft  reluctantly  difmilled  by  the 
judges,  to  maintain  in  future  by  his  valour  the 
tenets  which  he  profeffed. 

The  feeds  of  difcontent  were  widely 
diffufed  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  A'D'  ,56°‘ 
the  breath  of  an  able  leader  was  only  wanted  to 
wake  them  into  life.  This  was  found  in  a gen- 
tleman of  Perigord,  named  John  de  Bary  la  Re- 
naudie,  of  an  ancient  family,  but  of  a ruined  for- 
tune; he  had  been  call  in  a lawfuit,  and  con- 
demned to  a fevere  fine  and  banifbment,  for 
M 3 , having 
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having  produced  fi&itious  titles.  He  endeavour- 
ed, in  foreign  countries,  to  reftore  the  reputation 
which  he  had  fo  fatally  wounded  in  his  own.  He 
retired  to  Geneva  and  Laufanne,  imbibed  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation ; and  among  his 
exiled  countrymen  acquired  an  high  and  juft  cha- 
rter for  intrepidity,  eloquence,  fagacity,  and 
that  enterprifing  genius  fo  peculiarly  requifite  in 
the  leader  of  a confpiracy.  Under  a feigned 
name,  and  in  difguife,  he  traverfed  the  different 
provinces  of  France,  explored  the  hopes,  and  in- 
flamed the  refentments  of  thofe  who  profeifed  the 
fame  religious  principles  with  himfelf;  and  at 
length  appointed  a general  rendezvous  at  Nantes, 
where  the  parliament  of  Brittany  was  at  that  time 
fitting.  From  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
' above  two  hundred  gentlemen  of  noble  extrac- 
tion, and  conliderable  influence  in  their  refpedtive 
diftri&s,  attended  his  fummons ; and  Renaudie, 
in  glowing  colours,  prefented  to  their  view  the  ar- 
rogance and  formidable  power  of  die  Guifes,  the 
weaknefs  of  tire  king,  the  dangerous  artifices  of 
Catherine,  the  wrongs  of  the  proteftants ; and 
their  juft  hopes  that  the  prince  of  Condt-  would 
readily  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  aflociation, 
which  valone  could  afford  him  fecurity,  as  foon  as 
it  attained  a certain  degree  of  ftrength ; but  he 
at  the  fame  time  folemnly  protefted  to  preferve 
2 his 
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his  allegiance  to  Francis  inviolable;  and  that  it 
was  only  his  intention  to  liberate  the  kingdom 
-from  the  tyranny  of  the  Guifes.  His  fpeech  was 
received  with  univerfal  approbation ; the  confpi-* 
raters  agreed  to  affemble  their  dependants;  by 
different  and  private  roads  to  meet  at  Blois,  where 
the  court  then  refided ; to  prefent  a petition  to 
the  king  to  indulge  them  in  the  free  cxercife  of 
their  religious  tenets ; and  to  feize  the  perfons  of 
the  duke  of  Guife,  and  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain, 
as  enemies  to  the  kingdom  and  to  the  public  tran- 
quillity. 

But  it  was  not  probable  that  a fecret,  confided 
to  fo  many,  would  be  preferved  with  the  fidelity 
that  fo  delicate  an  - enterprife  required.  The 
court,  from  different  quarters,  were  warned  of  a 
near  and  formidable  danger ; at  length  the  parti- 
culars of  the  confpiracy  were  divulged  by  a 
proteftant  lawyer,  at  whofe  houfe  in  Paris  Re- 
naudie  had  lodged,  and  to  whom  he  had  impart- 
ed his  defigns.  To  difconcert  the  fchemes  of 
their  enemies,  the  Guifes  immediately  removed 

Francis  from  Blois  to  the  caftle  of  Amboife,  as1 

* 

a place  more  capable  of  defence ; under  the 
royal  fignature  they  commanded  the  inftant  at- 
tendance of  the  prince  of  Conde,  the  admiral 
Coligny,  and  his  brother  d’Andelot ; and  the 
prompt  obedience  of  tliefe  powerful  .chiefs  al- 
• ' M 4 • iayed 
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layed  the  fears  of  the  court,  and  evinced,  what- 
ever might  be  their  private  wiihes,  that  they  had 
not  openly  embarked  in  the  daring  project  of  Re- 
naudie.  The  duke  of  Guife  himfelf,  to  provide 
againft  every  emergency,  was  created  lieutenant 
general,  with  fupreme  power  in  all  caufes,  civil 
and  military ; an  appointment,  which  was  oppofed 
*•  by  the  chancellor  Olivier,  but  fupported  by  Ca- 
therine of  Medicis ; who  rightly  judged  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  which  muft  neceffarily  attend 
the  exercife  of  fuch  unqualified  authority  in  thefe 
turbulent  times,  would  ferve  to  load  the  pofleffor 
of  it  with  additional  odium. 

Though  Renaudie  was  confcious  that  his  plans 
were  betrayed,  and  that  the  court  was  prepared, 
he  deferred,  but  did  not  defift  from,  his  daring 
enterprife ; and  feveral  of  the  confpirators,  march- 
ing in  fmall  bands,  and  only  during  the  night, 
appeared  at  the  gates,  and  {truck  terror  through 
the  caftle  of  Amboife ; they  were  repulfed,  and 
cut  to  pieces  by  the  loyal  zeal  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, guided  by  the  {kill,  and  animated  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  duke  of  Guife.  Several  parties  of 
the  confederates  were  intercepted  ; and  the  ba- 
ron de  Caftelnau,  at  the  head  of  a confiderable 
body  of  the  calvinifts,  was  invefted  in  the  caftle 
of  Noify,  by  the  fuperior  forces  of  the  duke  of 
Nemours,  and  furrendered  on  promife  of  life  for 

himfelf 
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himfelf  and  his  afiociates.  Renaudie  informed  of 
the  danger  of  Caftelnau,  with  a few  defperate  com- 
panions, prefled  forwards  to  (hare  his  fortune.  In 
the  foreft  of  Chateau -Renaud  he  was  met  by  the 
baron  de  Pardaillon,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
cavalry ; he  defended  himfelf  with  a bravery 
heightened  bydefpair;  and  after  beholding  the 
daughter  of  almoll  the  whole  of  his  party,  he 
fpurred  his  horfe  up  to  Pardaillon,  and  thrufting  a 
poniard  through  his  vizor,  laid  him  dead  upon  the 
ground.  'He  himfelf  was  immediately  after  (hot 
through  the  thigh,  and  died  fighting  defperately  to 
the  laft.  His  body  was  publicly  expofed  on  a gib- 
bet, and  a label  affixed  to  it,  with  the  infcription  of 
Chief  of  the  Rebels , and  his  difmembered  limbs 
were  afterwards  left  to  putrify  on  flakes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Amboife. 

V 

Yet  the  fate  of  Renaudie,  and  the  unrelenting 
feverity  of  the-  Guifes,  could  not  extinguilh  that 
flame  which  religion  had  kindled,  and  which  has 
conftantly  been  found  to  derive  new  force  from 
perfecution.  In  a few  days  after  their  leader  had 
fallen,  la  Mothe  and  Coqueville,  two  of  the  con- 
fpirators,  appeared  at  the  gates,  and  penetrated 
into  the  fuburbs  of  Amboife.  They  were  over- 
whelmed by  the  numbers  of  the  royal  forces,  and 
combating  with  a refolution  that  only  religious 
frenzy  could  infpire,  they  were  buried  under  the 

ruins 
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ruins  of  the  burning  houfes.  This  fecond  at- 
tempt  flimulatcd  the  ardour  of  juftice  ; each  haunt 
of  the  confpirators  was  explored ; twelve  hundred 
expired  under  the  hands  of  the  executioner  5 
the  waters  of  the  Loire  were  purpled  with  their 
blood ; and  the  air  was  tainted  with  their 
wretched  carcafes  which  were  denied  the  rites  of 
burial. 

But  the  deftru&ion  of  the  obfcure  multitude  fati- 
ated  not  the  vengeance  of  the  perfecutors  of  the 
reformed.  The  affurances  of  fafety  which.  Caftel- 
nau  had  received  from  the  duke  of  Nemours,  and 
the  intercelTion  of  the  mod  refpedtable  noblemen 
of  the  court,  could  not  preferve  him  from  the  im- 
placable enmity  of  the  princes  of  Lorrain  ; he  fub- 
mitted  to  his  fentence  with  compofed  courage,  and 
rejected  every  temptation  that  was  held  out  to 
include  the  prince  of  Conde  as  his  accomplice  ; 
a declaration  to  that  effedt  had  been  extorted  by 
torture  from  two  of  his  companions ; but  Cafteh 
nau  firmly  refuted  the  afperfion,  and  in  the  laft 
moments  of  his  life  dTerted  the  innocence  of  the 
prince. 

In  the  prefence  of  the  king,  the  prince  of 
Conde  vindicated  his  honour  from  the  late  impu- 
tation, and  with  the  intrepidity  natural  to'  him, 
offered  to  maintain  his  innocence  in  fingle  com- 
bat againll  his  accufer.  The  duke  of  Guife,  at 
‘ » • ' whom 
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whom  his  defiance  was  levelled,  eluded  the  chal- 
lenge, by  warmly  pratfuug  the  prince’s  conduct, 
and  declaring  that  he  was  ready  to  be  his  fecond 
againft  any  antagonift ; yet  in  private  he  urged  the 
propriety  of  fecuring  a chief  whofe  birth,  genius, 
and  fpirit,  rendered  him  capable  of  the  rnoft  daring 
enterprifes.  Francis,  perhaps,  would  have  been 
eafily  wrought  to  compliance ; but  the  chancellor 
Olivier,  about  this  time,  funk  into  the  grave,  la- 
menting, with  hi,  latl  breath,  the  fanguinary  feenes 
to  which  he  had  been  witnefs.  The  feals  on  his 
demife  were  bellowed  on  Michael  de  l’Hofpital,  an 
able  minifter,  but  devoted  to  the  queen-mother. 
He  fuggelled  to  her  the  danger  of  the  Guifes  ac- 
quiring a permanent  afcendancy,  and  confirmed 
her  in  that  lyftem  of  temporifing  policy  fo  happily 
adapted  to  her  genius  and  difpofition.  In  confe- 
quence  of  his  counfels,  Catherine  fecretly  fup- 
ported  the  prince  of  Conde  and  tire  Hugonots ; but 
a fhort  tune  after  the  execution  of  Cartel nau,  an 
aflembly  of  the  nobility  was  convened  at  Fontain- 
bleau  ; the  conftable,  the  admiral,  and  his  brother 
d'Andelot,  attended  with  a numerous  train  of  ad- 
herents ; and  Coligny  entering  the  cabinet, of  his 
fovertign,  prefented  a petition  for  the  toleration  of 
the  reformed  religion ; adding,  that  although  no 
name  was  affixed  to  it,  whenever  his  majefty  would 
fignify  his  pleafure,  it  wpuld  be  figned  by  one  hun- 
dred 
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drcd  and  fifty  thoufand  perfons.  It  was  oppofed 
with  the  utmoft  afperity  by  the  Guiles,  but  their 
violence  was  checked  by  the  fecret  fuggeftions  of 
Catherine,  and  Francis  declared  his  intention  of 
affembling  the  dates  in  the  enfuing  December,  to 
reconcile  all  religious  differences. 

On  the  eonclufion  of  this  council,  the  king  of 
Navarre,  and  his  brother  the  prince  of  Conde, 
who  had  attended  it,  withdrew  into  Bearn,  where, 
doubtful  of  the  promifed  convention  of  the  dates, 
they  concerted  meafures  to  difpoffefs  the  Guifes 
of  their  power  and  offices ; but  the  former,  always 
irrefolute,  revoked  his  affent,  and  difconceited  a 
fcheme  which  had  been  planned  by  the  adherents 
of  the  latter,  for  furprifing  the  city  of  Lyons ; 

\ et  the  intrigues  of  the  princes  were  not  fo  fecretly 
conduced,  but  they  loon  reached  the  ears  of  the 
court.  Catherine,  alarmed  at  their  prefumption, 
again  united  herfelf  to  the  Guife ; and  an  emiffarv 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  named  la  Sague, 
was  leized  at  Edampes,  by  order  of  the  queen- 
mother  ; the  letters  which  he  carried,  contained 
expreffions  dark  and  myderious  ; thofe  of  Francis 
de  Vendome,  Vidame  of  Chartres,  were,  by  the  per- 
fonal  enmity  of  the  Guifes,  condrued  into  treafon  ; ' 
that  nobleman,  the  mod  gallant  of  the  court,  and 
who  had  been  deemed  peculiarly  acceptable  to 
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the  queen-mother,  now  experienced  the  tranfition 
of  paffions,  and  beheld  her  regard  converted  into 
hatred,  which  fuffered  him  to  languilh  out  his  life 
in  confinement. 

But  while  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
maintained  their  liberty,  the  power  of  Catherine 
and  the  Guifes  was  expofed  to  be  fhaken  by  every 
rude  blaft ; and  the  court,  fearful  of  venturing' 
on  open  hoftilities,  determined  to  facrifice  the 
faith  of  the  fovereign,  rather  than  hazard  the 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom.  The  afiembly  of 
the  ftates,  which  had  been  appointed  for  Meaux, 
was  now  transferred  to  Orleans ; and  the  young 
king,  whofe  health  hourly  declined,  and  whofe 
impending  diflolution  haftened  the  defigns  of  the 
Guifes,  proceeded  towards  that  city  with  a train 
of  a thoufand  horfe.  The  Marefchal  de  St.  An- 
dre, brave,  polite,  and  infinuating,  but  needy, 
diffipated,  and  unprincipled,  and  chained  by  his 
wants  to  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  Lcrrain,  was 
difpatched  to  the  king  of  Navarre  and  his  bro- 
ther with  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  amity  : they 
reluctantly  fat  out  on  a journey  which  was  preg- 
nant with  the  greatefl  danger  ; and  in  the  courfe 
of  which  they  received  intimations  of  the  molt 
alarming  nature ; each  day  added  fome  new  proof 
of  the  impetuous  counfcls  of  the  Guifes,  and  of 
the  too  ready  acquiefcence  of  the  eafy  monarch ; 
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but  they  had  advanced  now  too  far  to  recede  ; dif- 
ferent parties  had  been  Rationed  on  the  road  behind 
to  intercept  their  retreat  or  flight ; and  with  a Ren- 
der train,  but  an  undaunted  countenance,  they  at 
length  entered  the  city  of  Orleans. 

They  were  at  firft  received  by  Francis  with  cold- 
nefs,  which  gave  way  to  reproaches.  The  king 
feated  between  their  enemies,  the  duke  of  Guife 
and  the  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  and,  furrounded  by 
the  captains  of  his  guard,  arraigned  the  prince  of 
Conde  in  the  molt  violent  terms,  accufed  him 
of  having  attempted  to  feize  on  the  principal  ci- 
ties of  his  dominions,  and  even  having  plotted 
againft  his  life,  and  that  of  his  brothers.  Conde, 
not  in  the  leaft  dilmayed,  offered  to  prove  his 
innocence.  “ To  afcertain  it,”  replied  Francis, 
“ it  is  necefiary  to  proceed  by  the  ufual  modes 
“ of  juftice  r*  he  immediately  quitted  the  room, 
and,  after  a fhort  conference  with  Catherine,  who, 
with  her  yfual  duplicity,  affefted  to  deplore  the 
violence  which  fhe  herfelf  recommended,  the  two 
princes  were  arrefted  by  the  captains  of  the 
guard ; the  king  of  Navarre  was  conduced  to  an 
adjoining  apartment,  where,  though  carefully 
watched,  he  was  allowed  the  liberty  of  converfa- 
tion ; but  the  prince  of  Condel  was  confined  in  a 
houfe  erected  for  the  purpofe  in  a public  fquare, 
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where  all  hopes  of  efcape  was  fliut  out  by  bars  of 
iron;  and  all  idea  of  refeue  precluded,  by  a nu- 
merous and  vigilant  guard,  prote&ed  by  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon. 

The  Hugonots  received  with  terror  and  aftonilh- 
ment  the  intelligence  of  a meafure  in  which  they 
were  fo  deeply  concerned;  d’Andelot,  with  his 
ufual  fagacity,  had  foreleen  the  florin,  and,  under 
the  pretence  of  chaftifing  the  difobedience  of  fome 
officers  under  his  command,  had  withdrawn  to  Brit- 
tany ; his  brother  the  admiral,  bold  in  confcious 
innocence,  ftill  remained  in  Orleans ; but  he  owed 
his  fafety  rather  to  the  appearance  of  moderation, 
which  the  Guifes  ftill  affedfed  to  preferve,  and  to 
the  dread  of  rendering  defperate  the  whole  body 
of  the  reformed,  than  to  the  blamelefs  tenor  of  his 
own  condudt. 

But  with  the  prince  of  Conde,  every  thing  pro- 
claimed the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain 
to  feize  the  prefent  moment,  and  to  extinguifh 
the  formidable  rival  of  their  fame  and  fortunes. 
The  chancellor  and  five  judges  were  appointed 
to  interrogate  him  in  prifon ; but  the  gloomy 
jeftraint  to  which  he  was  condemned,  could  nor 
(hake  the  magnanimous  mind  of  Lewis ; he  re- 
jeded  with  indignation  the  fubfervient  tribunal, 
and  boldly  demanded  that  public  trial  to  which 
bis  dignity  entitled  him.  His  undaunted  courage 
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fecured  his  reputation,  but  could  not  have  averted 
the  malice  of  his  enemies ; Groflot,  the  bailiff  of 
Orleans,  who  was  fufpeCted  of  endeavouring  to  ex- 
cite the  compaffion  of  the  inhabitants  in  favour  of 
the  prince,  was  accufed  of  conniving  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  heretics ; he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
executed ; and  his  fate  was  confidered  only  as  pre- 
paratory to  that  of  Conde. 

Catherine  in  vain  faw  the  error  that  fhe  had 
committed  in  uniting  herfelf  too  clofely  with 
the  princes  of  Lorrain,  and  deftroying  that  ba- 
, lance  of  parties  that  gave  confequence  to  her  own 
fituation.  Borne  away  with  the  dream,  Ihe  was 
no  longer  capable  of  refiftance ; and  the  fate  of 
the  prince  of  Conde  appeared  inevitable,  when 
he  was  preferred  from  the  impending  ftroke  by 
an  event  as  momentous  as  it  was  unexpected. 
The  king,  on  the  morning  of  Groflot’s  execution, 
bad  gone  out  to  the  chace  ; on  his  return  he  was 
feized  with  a violent  pain  in  his*  head,  attended 
with  fainting.  It  was  foon  difcovered  that  an 
impollhume  had  formed  in  his  ear,  and  the  fur- 
geons  pronounced  the  fymptoms  mortal.  ' The 
Guifes,  impatient  of  every  delay,  and  apprehen- 
five  left  their  prey  fhould  efcape  them,  hurried 
on  the  procefs  with  an  indecent  hafte  which  fwept 
away  every  form  of  juftice ; and  the  prince  of 
Cond£  was  condemned  by  his  judges  to  have  his 
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head  firuck  off  on  a fcaffold  before  the  king’s 
apartment. 

But  the  chancellor,  ever  averfe  to  thefe  violent 
meafures,  and  fenfible  of  the  danger  which  might 
arife  from  the  execution  of  fo  iniquitous  a ientence, 
withheld,  under  various  pretences,  his  fignature  to 
the  order  for  the  prince’s  execution  ; to  this  delay 
the  prince  of  Conde  was  indebted  for  his  life  ; for 
while  the  Guifes  fill  affailed  Francis  with  inceffant 
importunities,  the  feeble  frame  of  that  monarch 
yielded  to  the  inveteracy  of  his  difeafe,  and  he 
expired  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
fecond  of  his  reign.  His  character  prefents  a 
blamelefs  void,  unmarked  by  virtue  or  vice,  and 
his  languid  difpofition  appears  to  have  been 
equally  incapable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  his 
rank,  or  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  his  age.  Amidft 
the  various  cabals  of  his  court,  his  corpfe  was  in- 
decently neglected ; Catherine  and  the  Guifes  were 
engaged  in  extending  or  confirming  their  influ- 
ence; and  the  funeral  obfequies  of  the  deceafed 
monarch  were  only  attended  by  Sanfac  and  la 
Broffe,  who  had  been  his  governors,  and  Guil- 
lard,  bilhop  of  Senlis,  who  had  long  been  blind. 
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Chapter  the  twenty- [eve nth. 


CHARLES  THE  NINTH,  KING  OF  FRANCE  — CA- 
THERINE SECURES  THE  REGENCY MASSACRE 

OF  VASSY REVOLT  OF  THE  HUGONOTS — BAT- 

TLE OF  ST.  DENIS,  AND  DEATH  OF  MONTMO- 
RENCY— BATTLE  OF  JARNAC,  AND  DEATH  OF 
THE  PRINCE  OF  CONDE  — PEACE  WITH  THE' 
HUGONOTS — MASSACRE  OF  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW 
— CIVIL  WAR  — DEATH  Of  CHARLES  THE 
NINTH. 


A.  D.  i$6o,ThE  death  of  Francis,  and  the  fuc- 
I561,  ceflion  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  then 
only  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  opened  a 
new  and  boundlefs  field  to  the  intriguing  genius 
of  Catherine  of  Medicis.  Courted  mutually  by 
the  princes  of  Bourbon  and  Lorrain,  Ihe  difplayed 
that  mafterly  addrefs  for  which  Ihe  was  fo  emi- 
nent, in  fecuring  for  herfelf  the  firft  place  in 
the  government.  Mary,  the  widow  of  the  de- 

ccafed 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


!•*— — i 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


!79 

ceafed  monarch,  foon  retired  to  her  native  king- 
dom of  Scotland.  The  prince  of  Conde,  releafed 
from  his  fetters,  was  pronounced  guiltlefs  of  the 
crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  and  re-admitted  to  his  feat 
in  council ; the  king  of  Navarre  obtained  the  title 
of  lieutenant  general ; but  the  powers  of  regent, 
though  without  the  name,  were  vetted  by  the  dates 
in  the  queen-mother.  To  fecure  her  authority, 
the  attached  to  her  tide  the  conftable  Montmo- 
rency ; the  united  in  a clofe  confederacy  the  ve- 
teran ftatefman,  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  the  maref- 
chal  de  St.  Andre ; and  by  this  league,  to  which 
was  applied  the  name  of  the  Triumvirate , the  hoped 
to  reprefs  the  afpiring  defigns  of  the  princes  of 
Bourbon,  who,  fupported  by  Coligni,  and  feconded 
by  the  hearts  and  hands  of  the  reformed,  might, 
the  feared,  affix  limits  to  the  authority  the  panted 
after. 

But  Catherine  herfelf  experienced  the  fate  that 
attends  thofe  who  relinquith  the  plain  road  to 
tread  the  crooked  paths  of  policy,  and  was  foon 
bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  her  own  cunning  and 
artifices.  The  ceremony  of  Charles’s  coronation 
was  fcarce  performed  at  Rheims,  before  his  mo- 
ther began  to  regard  with  fufpicion  and  difirufl 
the  very  confederacy  the  had  fo  lately  formed. 
She  attempted  to  balance  it  by  another  of  equal 
political  weight  : fhe  allured  Anthony  king  of 
N ^ Navarre 
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Navarre  by  the  charms  of  mademoifelle  de  Rouet, 
one  of  her  maids  of  honour,  to  renounce  his  claim 
to  the  regency  as  firfl:  prince  of  the  blood  ; and  (he 
gratified  the  admiral  Coligni  by  avowedly  patro- 
nifing  the  do&rines  and  followers  of  Calvin.  - The 
Triumvirate,  difgufted  at  the  lofs  of  their  credit, 
and  at  the  preference  (hewn  to  the  Hugonots,  un- 
der pretence  of  attachment  to  the  ancient  religion, 
quitted  the  court,  and  drew  along  with  them  the 
fickle  and  credulous  king  of  Navarre,  by  a pro- 
mife,  which  they  pretended  to  have  received  from 

a 

the  king  of  Spain,  of  ceding  to  him  the  ifland  of 
Sardinia  as  a compenfation.'for  the  kingdom  of 
Navarre. 

A D t$ti  Although  Anthony  and  the  triumvi- 
rate feemed  entirely  to  have  abandoned 
the  court,  and  to  leave  Catherine  to  the  counfels 
of  the  prince  of  Conde  and  Coligni,  they  .only 
waited  a favourable  opportunity  of  regaining  their 
former  influence,  while  the  prince  and  admiral, 
fenfible  of  the  motives  which  actuated  the  queen- 
mother,  and  induced  her  apparently  to  lean  to  the 
Proteflants,  prepared  to  encounter  the  tempeft  of 
her  future  enmity  by  a firict  alliance,  with  the 
princes  of  Germany. 

Such  was  the  doubtful  fituation  of  affairs ; and 
, V each  party,  in  the  tranfient  moments  of  tranquil- 
lity, was  diligently  employed  in  ftrengthening 

their 
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their  own  pretenfions,  when  a fatal  accident  haft- 
ened  the  rupture  between  the  factions,  and  let 
loofe  the  united  rage  of  perfonal  and  religious 
rancour.  The  duke  of  Guife  returning  towards 
Paris,  to  animate  by  his  prefence  the  inhabitants, 
had  halted  at  Vaffy,  a little  town  of  Champagne. 
H is  attendants  infulted  a congregation  of  Proteft- 
ants,  who  were  affembled  at  their  devotions  ; the 
followers  of  the  duke  were  repulfed  by  the  re- 
formed with  ftones,  and  as  he  himfelf  attempted  to 
quell  the  difpute,  he  was  wounded  in  the  face. 
His  domeftics,  enraged  at  the  fight  of  their  mat- 
ter's blood,  drew  their  fwords,  and  killed  and 
wounded  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Hu- 
gonots.  When  the  tumult  was  over,  the  duke  of 
Guife  feverely  reprehended  the  magiftrate  for  fuf- 
fering  thefe  affemblies ; and  on  his  pleading  the 
late  royal  edidl  in  favour  of  the  Calvinifts,  he  laid 
his  hand  on  his  fword,  and  angrily  replied,  “ this 
“ fhall  foon  cut  the  bond  of  that  edift,  though 
“ never  fo  flrong.” 

The  prince  of  Conde,  then  with  the  court  at 
the  palace  of  Monceaux,  demanded  inftant  repa- 
ration for  the  maffacre  at  Vaffy ; and  the  queen- 
mother  as  readily  promifed  him  the  mod  ample 
fatisfa&ion  ; but  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  tri- 
umvirate, confident  jn  their  own  union,  rejected 
her  authority,  and  derided  her  commands.  The 
N % duke 
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duke,  of  Guife  himfelf  foon  after  arrived  at  Paris 
with  twelve  hundred  horfe ; in  his  march  to  .Fon- 
tainbleau  his  forces  were  fwelled  by  a prodigious 
train  of  adherents ; and  Catherine,  fearful  of  be- 
ing deprived  of  the  fupreme  management  of  af- 
fairs, fummoned  to  her  affi fiance  the  prince  of 
Conde,  then  at  his  feat  near  Meaux ; her  language* 
animated  and  pathetic,  exhorted  him  ftrongly  to 
refcue  her  fon  from  captivity,  and  afforded  him  the 
pretence  he  wifhed  for  to  arm  his/alfociates*  With 
a fmall,  but  daring  band,  he  palled  the  river 
Seine  at  St.  Cloud,  in  his  way  to  join  her;  but 
though  the  confederate  lords  might  defpife  his 
inferior  numbers,  they  gladly  embraced  the  oc- 
cafion  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  king’s 
perfon,  under  the  pretext  of  refcuing  him  from 
the  enterprifes  of  the  Hugonots ; Catherine,  in- 
capable of  refiftance,  vainly  lamented  the  confe- 
quence  of  her  own  wiles  : nor  could  the  impo- 
tent tears  of  the  royal  youth  change  the  defigns  of 
the  confederates,  who  conducted  him,  with  his  in- 
dignant mother,  firft  to  Melun,  and  afterwards  to 
the  capital. 

But  the  retreat  of  the  king,  and  the  difficulties 
which  prefented  themfelves,  ferved  to  inflame  in- 
ftead  of  damping  the  ardour-  of  the  prince  of 
Conde ; after  conferring  a few  moments  with  the 
admiral,  he  embraced,  as  his  only  hope  of  honour- 
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able  fecurity,  the  dangers  of  civil  war accom- 
panied by  two  thoufand  cavalry,  he  preffed  for- 
wards to  Orleans,  and  inftantly  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  that  city.  He  was  immediately  chofen  chief 
of  the  reformed  by  unanimous  confent,  and  neg- 
lected no  precautions  which  could  contribute  to 
fuccefs ; he  difpatched  meffengers  to  Germany, 
to  folicit  the  aid  of  the  Proteftant  brethren  ; and 
he  conciliated  the  minds  of  the  loyal,  by  the  de- 
claration that  he  took  up  arms  to  relieve  the  king 
and  his  mother  from  the  captivity  in  which  they 
were  held  by  the  Triumvirate. 

The  chancellor  de  I’Hofpital  yet  laboured  to 
avert  the  tempeft  which  impended  over  his  coun- 
try ; by  his  exhortations  two  fruitlefs  conferences 
were  held  between  Catherine  and  the  prince  of 
Conde.  The  latter  in  the  firft  engaged  to  quit 
the  kingdom,  if  his  enemies  would  confent  to 
relinquish  the  adminiftration ; the  triumvirs  had 
previoully  given  a promife  to  that  effeCt,  and  af- 
fedted  to  perform  it  by  retiring  to  Chateau-Dun. 
But  Coligni,  always  jealous  of  the  intentions  of 
the  queen  mother,  and  confcious  of  the  danger 
to  the  Hugonots  if  abandoned  by  their  chief,  per- 
fuaded  him  to  break  off  the  treaty,  and  rather 
truft  to  arms,  than  to  the  doubtful  faith  of  Ca- 
therine. " 

i 

The  operations  of  war  were  immediately  com- 
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menced  ; the  royal  army,  animated  by  the  pre- 
fence of  Charles  and  his  mother,  after  recovering 
and  plundering  Blois,  Tours,  and  Bourges,  in- 
verted Rouen,  which  was  defended  with  obftinate 
valour  by  Montgomery,  celebrated  for  his  fatal 
tournament  with  Henry  the  Second  ; and  who  had 
withdrawn  from  the  implacable  refentment  of  Ca- 
therine to  England,  embraced  the  dodtrines  of  the 
.reformed,  and  now  returned  to  vindicate  them 
with  his  fword.  The  inhabitants,  encouraged  by 
his  example,  refufed  all  offers  of  capitulation  ; at 
length  the  city  was  taken  by  affault,  and  aban- 
doned to  the  fury  and  rapacity  of  the  foldiers  ; 
Montgomery  himfelf  efcaped  with  a few  compa- 
nions in  a boat,  by  breaking  the  chains  which 
were  ftretched  acrofs  the  river  Caudebec  ; but 
Anthony  king  of  Navarre  received,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fiege,  a wound  in  his  fhoulder,  which  foon 
proved  mortal.  He  expired  at  a time  when  his 
judgement  began  to  open,  and  when  he  was  fin- 
cerely  defirous  of  effacing  the  unfavourable  opi- 
nions .his  fickle  conduct  had  impreffed.  His  jaft 
words  evinced  his  attachment  to  the  reformed  re- 
ligion ; and  he  ordered  thofe  who  were  near  him 
to  carry  his  injunctions  to  his  widow,  to  be  ever 
on  her  guard,  to  ftrengthen  the  fortified  places  fhe 
poffeffed,  and  neither  to  truft  herfelf  or  her  chil- 
dren at  court. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Conde,  rein- 
' forced  by  the  Proteftant  princes  of  Germany, 
with  an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  advanced 
towards  the  capital.  After  repeated  attempts  to 
intimidate  the  inhabitants,  and  furprife  the  gates 
of  Paris,  he  decamped,  and.  retired  towards  Nor* 
mandy.  In  his  retreat  he  was  purfued  and  harafled 
by  the  forces  of  the  confederates,  and  at  Dreux 
in  Normandy  the  rival  armies  engaged  with  mu- 
tual enmity.  The  impetuous  charge  of  the  Hu- 
gonots  at  firft  trampled  down  all  oppofition  ; the 
conftable  Montmorency,  wounded  in  the  face,  was 
taken  prifoner  by  Robert  Stuart,  who  already  has 
been  noticed  as  fufpeded  of  the  aflaflinadon  of 
the  Catholic  magi  ft  rate  Min.lrd.  But  the  day  was 
reftored  by  the  calm  intrepidity  of  the  duke  of 
Guife ; he  fuddenly  fell  upon  and  put  to  flight  the 
Hugonots  difperfed  in  the  purfuit ; the  prince  of 
Cbnde,  difmounted  and  furrounded,  furrendered 
to  Henry  d’Amville,  the  fecond  foil  of  the  con- 
ftable ; but  Coligni  ftill  maintained  the  combat 
with  perfevering  valour ; under  cover  of  the  night 
he  retreated  with  the  troops  that  he  had  rallied 
towards  Orleans ; and  carried  with  him  two  pieces 
of  the  royal  cannon,  and  his  captive  Montmo- 
‘ rency. 

The  victory  of  Dreux  eftabliflied  the  martial 
fame  of  the  duke  of  Guife  ; and  his  military  re- 
nown 
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nown  was  rivalled  by  the  politenefs  with  which  he 
received  his  captive  the  prince  of  Condc ; he 
lodged  him  in  his  own  tent,  and  even  divided  with 
him  his  bed.  The  fame  field  in  which  he  tri- 
umphed over  his  enemies,  diminifhed  the  number 
of  his  competitors.  Of  the  Triumvirs  the  confta- 
ble  was  a prifoner  of  Coligni ; the  marefchal  de 
St.  Andre  had  fallen  in  the  conflict  by  the  hand  of 
a gentleman  named  Bobigni,  whofe  eftate  he  en- 
joyed by  confifcation  ; and  Catherine,  though  (he 
dreaded  the  rifing  genius  of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain, 
conferred  on  the  viftorious  chief  the  fupreme  com- 
mand of  the  army  with  which  he  had  been  already 
inverted  by  the  tumultuous  acclamations  of  his  fol- 
diers. 

. „ After  the  difaftrous  action  of  Dreux, 

A.D.  1563. 

' Cologni  had  retired  into  Normandy,  as 
moft  convenient  to  receive  the  fupplies  he  ex- 
pected from  Elizabeth  queen  of  England,  who 
had  eftabliftied  in  that  kingdom  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion, and  viewed  with  jealoufy  the  danger  to 
• which  it  was  expofed  in  France.  But  the  admiral 
in  his  retreat,  confcious  of  the  importance  of  Or- 
leans, had  left  in  that  city  his  brother  d’An- 
delot,  with  two  thoufand  of  his  beft  troops ; the 
reputation  of  the  commander,  the  numbers  of 
his  garrifoh,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon, 
could  hot  deter  the  duke  of  Guife  from  afpiring 
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to  the  conqueft  of  Orleans,  and  he  inverted  the 
city  with  his  victorious  army.  A month  had 
fcarce  elapfed  before  he  had  made  himfelf  matter 
of  the  bridge  acrofs  the  Loire,  and  the  fuburbs ; 
and  the  fate  of  Orleans  appeared  inevitable,  when 
one  moment  fuddenly  extinguilhed  the  life  of  the 
duke  of  Guife,  and  revived  the  fainting,  fpirits  of 
the  Hugonots. 

JTe  had  juft  parted  the  Loire  in  a little  boat,  at- 
tended only  by  one  gentleman,  and  without  his 
armour,  when  John  Poltrot  de  Mere,  a gentleman 
of  Angoumois,  who  had  pretended  to  renounce 
the  reformed  religion,  and.  had  been  liberally  en- 
tertained by  the  duke,  difcharged  three  balls  from 
a piftol  into  the  left  fhoulder  of  Francis,  and  ef- 
caped  on  a fwift  horfe  to  the  neighbouring  woods. 
By  his  mournful  friends,  the  duke  of  Guife  was 
conveyed  to  his  own  quarters,  and  the  magnani- 
mity of  his  laft  moments  correfponded  with  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life.  He  recommended  to 
his  eldeft  fon  Henry  to  prefer ve  an  inviolable 
fidelity  to  the  king ; he  vindicated  himfelf  from 
the  intention  of  the  unfortunate  maflTacre  at  VafTy ; , 
he  lamented  that  event  as  the  fource  of  civil  dif- 

1 

cord  ; and  exhorted  Catherine  to  extin guifli  the  fa- 
tal flame  which  threatened  to  confume  equally  the 
people  and  the  fovereign.  With  the  moft  perfe& 
compofure  he  breathed  his  laft;  his  body  follow- 

• ^ ed 
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ed  by  immenfe  crowds  of  citizens,  was  borne  in 
royal  pomp  to  the  Chartreux  in  Paris,  and  was 
finally  depofited  with  his  anceftois  at  Joinville,  in 
Lorrain. 

Poltrot  efcapcd  not  the  punilhment  due  to  ft> 
Cagitiotis  a crime ; after  wandering  the  whole 
night  in  the  woods  he  found  himfelf  in  the  morn- 
ing fcarce  a mile  from  Orleans ; exhaufled  with 
fatigue  he  entered  a houfe  to  repofe  himfelf,  and 
was  taken  while  alleep  by  one  of  the  duke’s  fecre- 
taries.  On  his  examination  he  accufed  Coligni, 
d’Andelot,  and  the  prince  of  Conde,  as  the  in- 
fligators  of  his  guilt.  The  parliament  adjudged 
him Ito  the  fame  punilhment  as  'was  inflicted  on 
regicides,  and  he  was  torn  in  pieces  by  horfes. 
Though  in  his  latl  moments  he  is  faid  to  have 
perfifted  in  his  former  charges  againft  the  leaders 
of  the  Hugonots,  yet  his  declarations  were  vague 
and  unfupported  ; and  it  is  probable  he  was  only 
impelled  by  that  barbarous  fanaticifm'  which 

• t • r 

marked  the  age  in  which  he  lived ; the  admiral, 
d’Andelot,  and  Conde,  all  expreffed  their  abhor- 
rence of  a crime  which  their  general  life  and 
conduct  feem  to  refute ; but  Henry  the  young 
duke,  of  Guife,  (till  continued  to  fufpedt  the  for- 
mer, and  though  then  in  early  }'outh,  vowed  im^ 
mortal  hatred  and  imprecated  vengeance  on  the 
head  of  Coligni,  as  the  murderer  of  his  father. 

On 
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On  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Guife  the  maref- 
chal  Brifac  was  fummoned  to  the  command  of 
the  royal  army,  and  entrufted  with  the  fiege  of 
Orleans ; but  Catherine,  embarrafled  with  the 
fupport  of  the  war,  and  not.unmindful  of  the  lad 
advice  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  made  immediate 
overtures  for  peace.  The  terms  were  fe;  tied  by 
the  conftable  and  the  prince  of  Conde.  The  Pro- 
tcftants  were  to  renounce  their  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, to  lay  down  their  arms,  reltore  the  places 
.they  had  occupied,  and  in  return  to  receive  a ge- 
neral pardon,  and  the  free  exercife  of  the  reform- 
ed religion. 

The  articles  of  peace  were  ftrongly  difapproved 
by  the  admiral,  who  confidered  the  death  of  the 
duke  of  Guife  as  an  event  which  opened  to  them 
the  mod  fplendid  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  But  the 
prince  of  Conde  was  captivated  by  the  charms 
of  Mademoifelle  de  Limeuil,  one  of  the  maids 
of  honour  to  Catherine,  and  he  was  dcfirous  of  fig- 
nalizing  himfelf  againft  the  Engliili,  the  natural 
enemies  of  his  country : the  united  forces  of  the 
Catholics  and  Hugonots  preffed  the  fiege  of 
Havre  de  Grace,  which  the  latter  had  ceded  to 
Elizabeth  in  return  for  her  aid.  1 he  earl  of' 
Warwick  commanded  in  that  town  a garrifon  of 
fix  thoufand  men  ; but  his  numbers,  which  pro- 
mifed  a vigorous  and  bloody  refinance,  were 

thinned 
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thinned  by  the  ravages  of  a peftilential  difeafe, 
'and  he  was  compelled  to  capitulate  on  the  ho- 
nourable condition  of  retiring  with  the  remnant 
of  his  forces.  A final  accommodation  foon  after 
took  place  between  the  two  kingdoms ; the  hof- 
tages  which  had  been  given  for  the  reftitution 
of  Calais,  were  releafed  by  the  Englifh  for  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns, 
and  each  party  was  allowed  to  referve  their  claims 
and  pretenfions  to  a more  favourable  opportu- 
nity. 

Catherine,  confcious  of  her  influence  over  her 
fon,  and  fearful  of  admitting  the  Prince  of  Con- 
de  as  her  colleague  in  the  adminiftration,  by  the 
advice  of  the  chancellor  de  THofpital  ventured 
on  a new  and  Angular,  expedient ; Charles  had 
juft  entered  his  fourteenth  year ; but  the  edift  of 
Charles  the  fifth  had  extended  the  regal  minority 
until  the  king  attained  fourteen  complete.  In 
defiance  of  this  edift  the  queen  procured  an  aft 
from  the  parliament  of  Rouen,  which  declared 
the  minority  of  her  fon  expired ; the  parliament 
of  Paris  at  fir  ft  rejefted  this  innovation ; but 
Charles  himfelf  reprimanded  them  in  fuch  fevere 
language  for  their  prefumption,  as  reduced  them 
to  compliance. 

A.D>  1564.  * Ever  reftlefs  and  infidious,  Cathe- 
*565*  rins  prevailed  on  Charles  to  under- 
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take  a progrefs  through  h!s  dominions;  at  Bay* 
onne  he  was  met  by  his  fitter  the  queen  of  Spain 
attended  by  the  duke  of  Alva;  the  interview 
Jafted  above  three  weeks ; but  while  the  hours  of  * 
it  feemed  devoted  to  diffipation  and  feftivity,  they 
were  diligently  improved  by  the  queen -mother 
in  fecret  and  frequent  conferences  with  the  duke 
of  Alva  for  the  extirpation  of  the  reformed ; that 
nobleman,  ftern  and  unrelenting,  recommended 
meafures  the  moft  fanguinary  and  arbitrary ; and 
unfortunately  for  France,  his  counfels  made*  but 
too  deep  an  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  Cathe- 
rine. ' 

The  conferences  at  Bayonne  were 
not  fo  privately  conduced,  but  that  A,D* 
they  reached  the  ears  and  awakened  the  jealou-> 
fies  of  the  proteftants.  They  beheld  with  difr 
truft  the  feverky  which  the  king  of  Spain  dif- 
played  towards  their  brethren  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  with  terror  the  march  of  the  duke  of  Alva 
through  the  countries  of  Burgundy  and  Lorrain.  • 
The  edict  which  had  been  promulgated  in  their 
favour,  was  inceffantly  violated  by  the  Catholic 
magiftrates ; they  carried  their  complaints  to  the 
admiral  and  the  prince  of  Conde ; the  latter  of 

thefe  ftill  hoped  to  obtain  the  title  of  lieutenant 

> * 

general  which-  the  late  king  of  Navarre  had  en- 
joyed * and  both  concurred  in ‘exprefiing  their 

unwil- 
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unwillingnefs  > to  rekindle  the  flame  of  civil 
commotion.  For  two  years  they  reprefled . the 
zeal  and  ardour  of  their  party ; at  length  the 
prince  of  Conde  perceived  himfelf  duped  by  the 
promife  of  an  office,  which  the  queen-mother 
defigned  for  her  fecond  and  favourite  fon,  Henry 
duke  of  Anjou;  he  received  intelligence  that 
the  life  of  Coligni,  and  his  own  freedom,  were 
hourly  menaced  ; he  liftened  to  the  bold  and  de- 
cifive  counfels  of  d’Andelot  the  brother  of  the  ad- 
miral, and  determined  once  more  to  unfheath  the 
fword. 

• * 


A.  D.  1567, 


Though  the  leaders  of  the  pro- 
teftants  had  with . reluftance  confented 
to  light  again  the  brand  of  difcord,  yet  when 
once  refolved,  their  immediate  meafures  proclaim- 
ed their  lofty  and  enterprifing  genius.  The, court 

in  perfect  confidence  repofed  at  Monceaux ; and 
the  Hugonots  might  well  hope,  by  one  fuccefsful 
blow,  to  render  themfelves  matters  of  the  king, 
his  mother,  and  his  minifters ; but  Catherine  had 
already  received  intimation  of  their  defigns;  fhe 
retired  haftily  with  her  fon  into  the  city  of  Meaux; 
and  in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  the  cardinal 
of  Lorrain,  determined  to  proceed  vvith  Charles  to 
Paris.  The  youthful  monarch,  in  the  midfl  of 
the  Swifs  guards,  in  whofe  undaunted  fidelity  he 
confided,  quitted  Meaux  by  break  of  day. . He 

had 
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had  fcarce  advanced  two  leagues  before  the  prince 
of  Conde  appeared  in  fight  with  five  hundred 
horfe.  Montmorency,  whofe  natural  caution  was 
increafed  by  age,  dreaded  expofing  his  fovereign 
to  the  clt&rge  of  fo  determined  a body ; after 
having  repulfed  the  firft  attacks  of  the  Hugonots, 
he  fent  Charles  forward  by  private  roads,  and 
efcorted  by  two  hundred  cavalry  to  Paris ; while 
the  prince,  ignorant  that  his  royal  prey  had 
efcaped,  wafted  his  ftrength  in  repeated  and  in- 
effectual attempts  on  the  fteady  valour  of  the 
Swifs. 

To  a train  of  delufive  negociations  fucceeded 
the  open  operations  of  war;  with  fcarce  thre^ 
thoufand  foldiers,  the  prince  6f  Cortde  furprifed 
the  town  of  St.  Denys,  and  intercepted  the  fup- 
plies  of  the  capital.  The  conftable  Montmorency 
was  urged  by  the.  tumultuous  clamours  of  the 
Parifians,  to  deliver  them  from  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  a fiege  by  a decifive  action.  He  marched 
forth  at  the  head  of  near  twenty  thoufand  men, 
and  the  Hugondts  did  not  fliun  the  encounter  with 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  their  enemies.  With  un- 
daunted refolution  they  fuftained  the  conflict  for 
above  three  hours ; the  conftable  himfelf  was 
thrown  to  the  ground,  and  mortally  Wounded  by 
Robert  Stuart ; yet  the  intrepid  veteran,  at  the 
age  of  feventy-five,  while  falling,  {truck  his  ad- 

vot.n,  ' O verfary1 
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vcrfary  with  fo  much  violence  with  the  pummel  of 
his  fword,  as  to  beat  out  feveral  of  his  teeth,  and 
to  fradure  his  jaw-bone.  Montmorency  was 
refcued  by  his  fccond  fon  Henry  d’Amville ; and 
the  Proteftants,  overwhelmed  by  the  multitude 
of  their  enemies,  retired  under  cover  of  the  night. 
The  conftable  by  his  weeping  kinfman  was  car- 
ried off  the  field,  and  conveyed  to  Paris;  and 
the  laft  moments  of  a life,  invariably  loyal, 
were  confoled  by  the  prefence  and  tears  of  his 
fovereign. 

A.  D.  1567,  The  evening  after  the  battle  of  St. 

*5i8-  Denys,  the  Proteftants  were  reinforced 
by  d’Andelct,  who  had  been  prevented  from 
joining  his  friends  before,  by  the  deftfudion  of 
the  bridges  ov6r  the  Seine.  Encouraged  by  his 
fupport,  the  army,  fo  lately  vanquished,  refumed 
its  former  ftation,  blocked  up  the  capital,  and 
even  attempted  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  fub- 
urbs ; they  were  repulfed  at  length  ; and  retiring 
flowly  before  the  royal  forces,  effeded  a junction 
with  Cafimir,  the  fon  of  the  eledor  palatine,  who 

■ 1 

led  to  their  affiftance  a body  of  Germans.  Ro- 
chelle declared  for  the  reformed;  and  la  Noue, 
one  of  their  ableft  chieftains,  ereded  their  banner 
on  the  walls  of  Orleans ; the  valour  of  the  young 
duke  of  Guife  repelled  them,  indeed,  from  Sens ; 
but  the  prince  of  Condo,  immediately  after  that 

mifear- 
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mifcarriagc,  inverted  Chartres.  While  die  yet 
. Remained  before  the  city,  doubtful  of  the  event  of 
the  enterprife,  terms  of  accommodation  were  pro- 
pofed  ; the  inability  of  the  prince;  to  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  his  German  auxiliaries,  induced  him 
to  accept  them ; and,  from  the  mutual  fear' and 
diftreffes  of  the  contending  parties,  a treaty  was 
fubfcribed,  rtmilar  to  the  former,  and  which  was 
rather  a fufpenfion  of  hostilities  than  a renewal  of 
peace. 

By  the  death  of  Montmorency,  the 
office  of  conftable  was  vacant ; and  the  ’ 

♦ 1 

king,  jealous  of  his  authority,  coldly  rqjeCted  the 
different  folicitations  of  his  afpirifig  courders. 
Even  the  importunities  of  Catherine  for  her  fa- 
vourite fon  Henry  were,  on  this  occafion,  inef- 
fectual, and  “ I want  no  - perfon  to  carry;  my 
“ fword ; i am  well  able  to  carry  it'  myfelf 
was  the  expreffiVe  reply  of  Charles.  As  the  cha- 
racter of  the  youthful  monarch  began  with  his 
years  to  unfold  itfelf,  he  difplayed  an  ardent  third 
of  glory,  a mind  bold  and  penetrating,  and  a mu- 
nificence truly  royal : but  thefe  qualities  were  dark- 
1 ened  by  an  educadon  vicious  and  corrupt.  The 
marefchal  de  Retz  had  taught  him  to  intermingle 
his  converfation  with  the  mort>  blafphpmous  im- 
precations ; and  Catherine  had  early  trained  him 
in  the  arts  of  diffimulation,  fo  fatal  to  his  honour 
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and  repofe  ; though  he  dill  perfevered  in  refufing 
the  fword  of  conftablfe,  the  influence  of  the  queen- 
mother  obtained  the  poft  of  lieutenant-general  of 
the  kingdom  for  the  duke  of  Anjou,  then  fcarcely 
fixteen  years  of  age. 

The  Hugonots  foon  were  convinced  how  little 
they  could  confide  in  the  proteftations  of  Cathe- 
rine ; each  ftipulation  of  the  late  treaty  was  infult- 
ingly  violated  ; and  a fcheme  was  laid  to  furprife 
the  prince  of  Conde,  and  the  admiral,  then  at 
Noyers,  in  Burgundy,  a cafile  belonging  to  the 
former.  With  a flender  efcort,  and  incumbered 
by  • a timid  and  feeble  train  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, the  two  celebrated  leaders  of  the  Proteflants 
.were  compelled  to  feek  their  fafety  by  flight ; they 
eluded  the  numerous  detachments  of  their  enemies, 
traverfed,  favoured  by  an  unufual  drought,  the 
river  Loire,  and,  after  innumerable  perils,  arrived 
at  Rochelle-  * f 

To  th2t  city  the  Scattered  Hugonots'  from  every 
quarter  haftily  repaired  ; among  the  reft  Jane, 
queen  of  Navarre,  appeared  with  her  infant  fon 
Henry,  deftined  to  be  the  future  fupport  and  glory 
of  Trance.  • The  hoftile  defigns  of  the  court  were 
open  and  undifguifed.  The  chancellor  del’Hof- 
pital,  too  virtuous  for  a corrupt  adminiftration,  was 
difrnifled  from  his  office,  and  the  feals  were  be- 
llowed on  Morvilliers,  bifliop  of  Orleans,  a hi- 
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goted  Catholic.  The  duke  of  Anjou,  aided  by 
the  experience  of  the  marefchal  Tavannes,  af- 
fumed  the  command  of  the  royal  army  ; while 
the  prince  of  Conde,  fupplied  with  ammunition 
and  money  by  Elizabeth,  whofe  intereft  induced 
her  to  overlook  the  late  leyity  of  the  reformed, 
took  the  field,  and  marched  to  Soiflons ; the  vi- 
cinity of  the  hoftile  armies  daily  promifed  a de- 
cifive  a&ion,  but  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  com- 
pelled them  mutually  to  retire  into  winter  quar- 
ters. 

That  enmity  which  had  flept  during  D 
winter,  was  aroufed  on  the  return  of 
fpring.  The  royal  forces  rapidly  advanced  to  pre- 
vent the  prince  from  effefting  a junction  with  the 
reinforcements  that  he  expected  from  Germany. 
In  the  province  of  Angoumois,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Charente,  the  Proteftants  were  overtaken 
and  furprifed  by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  their 
enemies.  The  prince  of  Conde,  in  a moment, 
gave  an  order  and  a field  of  battle  to  his  troops. 
From  a former  wound,  when  the  action  began, 
his  arm  was  in  a fcarf,  and  as  he  marched  up  to  the 
attack,  the  horfe  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  count 
of  Rochefpucault,  reared,  and  broke  his  leg  * 
jet,  fuperior  to  this  painful  accident,  with  an 
undaunted  countenance,  he  thus  addrefled  his 
followers  : “ Nobility  of  France,  know,  that  the 
O 3 ft  prince 
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“ prince  of  Conde,  with  an  arm  in  a fcarf,  and  a 
“ leg  broke,  fears  not  to  give  battle,  fince  you 
“ attend  him.”  The  village  of  Jarnac  has  been 
rendered  memorahle  by  the  courage  and  conftancy 
with  which  the  Hugonots  difputed  the  day  ; Co- 
ligni  and  d’Andelot,  Montgomery  and  Rochefou- 
cault,  tranfpieTced  the  thickeft  ranks,  and  vied 
with  each  other  in  perfonal  prowefs ; they  -were  at 
length  compelled  to  quit  the  field  with  a figli  cf 
indignation  and  defpair.  The  prince  of  Conde, 
alone  incapable  of  flight,  covered  with  wounds, 
and  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  was  furrounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  Thofe  to  whom  he  had  yielded 
his  fword,  had  feated  him  at  the  foot  of  a tree 
when  Montefquiou,  captain  of  the  duke  of  Anjou’s 
guards,  rode  tip,  and  being  informed  who  he  was, 
difeharged  a bull  into  his  head,  which  inftantly 
killed  him. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Lewis  prince  of  Conde,' 
and  the  manner  of  his  death,  after  the  heat  of 
action  was  paft,  has  affixed  an  indelible  ftain  on 
the  character  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  3uthorifed  the  barbarous  deed  pf 
Montefquiou.  His  body,  thrown  on  an  afs,  was 
carried  to  the  caftle  of  Jarnac,  and  after  being 
expofed  to  the  view  of  the  victorious  army,  was 
delivered  to  the  duke  of  Longueville,  his  brother- 
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in-law,  who  interred  it  with  thofe  of  his  anceftors 
at  Vcndofme. 

Perhaps  the  inftigators  of  this  unmanly  aflaflina- 
tion  might  vainly  hope,  that  with  the  life  of  the 
prince,  the  fpirit  and  fortune  of  the  Hugonot  party 
would  be  extinguilhed ; but  the  fortitude  of  Co- 
ligni  foon  compelled  them  to  renounce  the  flatter- 
ing expectation ; inured  to  adverfity,  and  fertile 
in  refources,  with  the  remnants  of  his  broken  forces 
he  purfued  his  rout  to  St.  John  d’Angeli,  and 
thence  retired  into  Poitou  ; the  queen  of  Navarre 
foon  joined  him  with  whatever  troops  fhe  could 
colled,  and  prefented  to  the  army  her  young  fon 
Henry,  who  was  received  by  the  acclamations  of 
the  Proteftants,  and  declared  general,  with  his 
coufin  the  young  prince  of  Conde  ; but  while  the 
names  of  thefe  royal  youths  added  luftre  to  the 
caufe,  the  hopes  and  confidence  of  the  party  refted 
on  the  approved  abilities  and  inflexible  integrity  of 
the  admiral.  • 

Though  deprived  of  the  kindred  valour  of  his 
brother  d’Andelot,  who  expired  of  a peftilential 
fever  at  Saintes,  Coligni  again  took  the  field,  ef*- 
feded  a jundion  with  count  Mansfeldt,  and  the 
German  auxiliaries,  and  engaged  the  Catholic 
'forces  in  a fuccefsful  fkirmifh;  while  the  count 
de  Montgomery  reduced  the  province  of  Beam, 
and  extended  hi$  devaftations  into  Languedoc. 
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Encouraged  by  thefe  advantages,  the  adtpiral  un- 
dertook the  fiege  of  Poitiers ; but  the  young  duke 
of  Guife,  emulous  of  his  father’s  fame,  threw  him- 
felf  into  the  town.  His  refolute  courage,  and  the 
near  approach  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  induced  Co- 
ligni  to  relinquifh  the  hopelefs  enterprife ; and  a 
few  days  afterwards  the  clamours  of  his  German 
allies,  whofe  demands  he  was  incapable  of  fatis- 
fying,  compelled  him  to  hazard  the  battle  of  Mont- 
concour. 

The  vidtory  was  difputed  by  the  rival  armies 
with  incredible  obflinacy  ; and  it  was  not  till  after 
feveral  hours,  that  the  numbers  of  the  Catholics, 
and  the  fuperior  difeipline  of  the  Swifs,  triumphed 
over  the  perfevering  zeal  of  their  adverfaries.  The 
admiral,  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  had  been 
wounded  by  a piftol  ball,  which  beat  out  four  of 
his  teeth,  and  broke  hisjaw' ; yet  he  continued  gal- 
lantly fighting  to  the  laft  ; his  voice  fpent,  and 
covered  with  fweat  and  blood,  attended  only  by 
thtee  hundred  horfe,  and  accompanied  by  the 
king  of  Navarre  and  the  prince  of  Conde,  he 
gained  Parthenai,  about  fix  leagues  from  the  field 
of  battle. 

The  victorious  army,  inftead  of  prefling  their 
flying  enemies,  laid  fiege  to  St.  John  d’Angeli  ; 
and  the  refiftance  they  encountered  in  that  enter- 
prife, allowed  the  admiral  time  to  re-unite  his 

fcartered 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  201 

fcattered  forces.  He  difpatched  mefiengers  into 
England,  Switzerland,  and  the  German  dates,  to 
announce  his  perilous  condition,  and  to  demand, 
in  the  common  Caufe  of  religion,  an  immediate 
fupply  of  troops  and  money.  The  king  of  Na- 
varre and  the  prince  of  Conde  joined  Montgo- 
mery in  Bearn,  and  brought  that  chief  to  the  fuc- 
cour  of  the  admiral.  The  port  of  Rochelle,  which 
the  Catholics  had  blocked  up,  was  opened  by  Sore, 
a pirate  of  Dieppe ; and  la  Noue,  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, by  feveral  fuccefsful  enterprifes,  ex- 
tended the  quarters  of  his  party.  Yet  to  join  the 
forces  which  Coligni  expefted  from  Germany,  it 
was  dill  neceflary  to  traverfe  die  greated  part  of 
France ; and  the  admiral,  undifmayed  by  the  in- 
clemency of  winter,  by  the  confiderable  rivers 
which  interfered  his  courfe,  by  the  numerous 
forces  of  the  Catholics  ftationed  to  intercept  him, 
affembled  his  adherents  at  Sairtes,  and,  accompa- 
nied by  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  prince  of 
Conde,  began  a march,  which  mud  ever  rank  his 
name  among  the  mod  celebrated  commanders. 

Charles  himfelf,  indamed  with  military  ardor, 
and  jealous  of  the  fame  of  his  brother  Henry, 
had  joined  his  army  before  St.  John  d’Angeli  ; 
yet  that  city  continued  to  withdand  the  affaults 
of  the  befiegers  for  above  two  months ; nor  did 
the  governor  confent  to  treat,  till  the  garrifon 
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had  totally  exhaufled  their  provifions ; even  then  • 
he  obtained  honourable  conditions,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  march  out  with  one  hundred  horfe  and 
eight  hundfed  foot.  The  king  himfelf,  after  tak- 
ing pcffeflion  of  the  place,  could  fcarce  be  per- 
fuaded  from  following  the  rout  of  Coligni ; but 
was  at  length  induced  to  relinquifh  the  deftgn  by 
the  iemon(bances  of  the  marefchal  de  Tavanncs, 
who  reprefented  to  him  the  danger  of  undertaking 
any  new  enterprifes  at  fo  advanced  a feafon  of  the 
year. 

The  admiral  directed  his  courfe 
' 's‘°'  along  Gafcony  ; during  the  feverity 
of  the  winter  he  remained  near  the  (hore  of  the 
Mediterranean  in  the  vicinity  of  Narbonne  ; with 
the  return  of  fpring  he  traverfed  Languedoc, 
afeended  the  Rhone,  and  after  pillaging  above 
fifty,  and  ranfoming  an  hundred  places,  he  con- 
ducted his  followers  into  the  heart  of  Burgundy. 
At  Arnai  fe  Due  he  was  oppofed  by  the  maref- 
chal de  Cofle,  who  had  obtained  the  fupreme 
command  of  the  royal  forces  on  the  indifpofition 
cf  the  duke  of  Anjou.  The  Hugonots,  without 
cannon,  without  ammunition,  and  fcarcely  amount- 
ing to  four  thoufand  men,  infpired  with  the 
dauntlefs'  fpirit  of  their  leader,  hefitated  not  to 
attack  ten  thoufand  Catholics,  inured  to  war, 
and  protected  by  a formidable  train  of  artillery ; 
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their  cavalry,  compofed  of  gentlemen,  and  com- 
manded by  princes,  foon  routed  the  adverfe 
fquadrons  of  the  marefchal,  and  reftraining  their 
ardour  prudently  returned' to  the  fupport  of  their 
infantry.  The  admiral,  content  with  this  advan- 
tage, quitted  the  field,  eluded  the  efforts  of  his 
antagonifls,  and  menaced  by  his  lubfequent  mo- 
tions the  tranquillity  of  the  capital ; when  the 
welcome  found  of  peace  relieved  the  Parifians 
from  their  fears,  and  the  prcteftants  from  that 
diflrefs  which  nothing  but  the  high  military  ta- 
lents of  Coligni  could  have  fupported. 

The  articles  of  this  new  treaty  were  figned  at 
St.  Germain  en  Lave,  and  were  as  favourable  to 
the  reformed  as  their  moft  zealous  partisans  could 
wifh.  The  edicts  in  their  favour  were  confirmed, 
they  were  reflored  to  all  their  employments  and 
dignities,  and  were  permitted  to  retain  poffeffion 
for  two  years  of  Rochelle,  La  Charite,  Montau- 
ban,  and  Coignac.  Terms  fo  highly  advanta- 
geous might  well  excite  the  doubts  of  the  mpft 
cautious ; but  the  king  himfelf  affedted  fo  warm 
a difpofition  to  eftablifii  tranquillity,  and  main- 
tained fo  referred  a countenance  to  the  Guifes, 
as  effectually  diflipated  all  fufpicions,  and  en- 
tangled the  Proteflants  in  the  fatal  net  which  the 
artful  genius  of  Catherine  had  woven  for  their  de- 
ftrudtion.  ♦ 
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Convinced  at  length  of  the  impracticability  of 
extirpating  the  calvinids  by  open  force,  lhe  con- 
cealed under  the  mod  flattering  appearances,  the 
mod  perfidious  defigns  ; and  Charles,  who  dill  re- 
garded with  implacable  refentment  the  attempt 
of  the  Hugonots  to  furprize  him  at  Meaux,  too 
readily  yielded  his  confent  to  the  dark  and  fan- 
guinary  fyftem.  Each  day  feemed  to  afford  fome 
new  proof  of  his  averfion  to  the  Guifes,  and  his 
repfedt  for  the  reformed.  To  drengthen  the  uni- 
on of  the  two  parties  he  propofed  the  marriage  of 
his  fider  Margaret  with  the  king  of  Navarre;  he 
himfelf  had  before  in  vain  offered  to  the  queen 
of  England  ; and  foon  after  united  himfelf  to  the 
archduchefs  Elizabeth,/  daughter  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian  the  Second  ; an  amiable  princefs, 
who  with  the  hand,  obtained  not  the  heart  of 
her  royal  confort,  which  had  been  long  engaged  to 
his  midrefs  the  beautiful  M^ry  Touchet, 

/\.D.  1571.  France  for  two  years  wa$  permitted 
1 5 to  tade  the  bleflings  of  tranquillity;  yet 
even  during  that  interval  the  didrud  of  the  Hugo- 
nots was  excited  by  the  myfterious  death  of  the 
queen  of  Navarre,  and  public  rumour  attributed 
her  fate  to  poifon,  and  the  practices  of  Catherine. 
Her  deccaie  fcarce  interrupted  the  preparations  for 
the  marriage  of  the  princefs  Margaret  with  Henry 
of  Navarre;  for  their  union  Gregory  the  Third 
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. had  granted  a difpenfation  ; yet  even  this  mark  of 
the  fincerity  of  Charles  did  not  entirely  vanquish 
the  fufpicions  of  Coligni ; and  to  allure  him  from 
his  retreat  of  Chatillon,  a new  artifice  was  adopted, 
and  open  hoflilities  were  commenced  againft  Phi- 
lip of  Spain,  whofe  perfecting  fpirit  had  com- 
pelled the  reformed  of  the  Netherlands  already  to 
ereft  the  ftandard  of  revolt. 

To  extend  the  glory  of  his  country,  to  vindi- 
cate from  oppreffion  the  tenets  of  his  religion, 
were  the  honourable  objedls  of  the  admiral’s  am- 
bition. He  liftened  with  pleafure  to  the  offer  of 
commanding  the  forces  defigned  for  Flanders ; 
the  remonftrances  of  the  Rochellers  were  van- 
quifhed  by  the  reprefentations  of  Lewis  of  Naf- 
fau,  a zealous  Proteftant,  and  who  had  been  re- 
ceived  by  the  king  of  France  with  uncommon 
diftindtion,  and  Coligni,  overwhelmed  by  impor- 
tunities, and  yielding  againfl  his  better  reafon,  ar- 
rived at  Paris,  accompanied  by  a prodigious  train 
of'  the  Hugonot  nobility,  and  followed  by  the 
young  king  of  Navarre. 

Every  teftimony,  of  the  mod  refpedtful  and 
cordial  friendlhip  was  ftudioufly  conferred  on  the 
calvinift  tiobles,  and  their  leader;  the  nuptials 
of  the  king  of  Navarre  with  the  princefs  Marga- 
ret  were  folemnized  with  royal  magnificence ; 
thofe  * of  Henry  prince  of  Conde  with  Mary  of 
3.  ^ Cleves 
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Cleves  feemed  dcfigned  to  extinguifh  the  en- 
mity of  the  two  families  of  Bourbon  and  Lor* 
rain  ; and  every  thing  befpoke  the  ardent  de- 
fire of  the  king  to  maintain  the  public  tran- 
quillity. Yet  amidft  thefe  external  demonftra- 
tions  of  amity,  Coligni  was  repeatedly  warned 
that  Catherine  and  her  fon  nourifhed  forne  dark, 
and  fatal  fcherae  of  revenge;  but  with  that  great- 
nefs  of  mind  that  chara&erlfed  him  he  replied, 
that  he  would  rather  futfer  himfelf  to  be  dragged 
through  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  than  renew  the  horrors 
of  a civil  war  and  plunge  his  unhappy  country 
into  new  calamities.  The  marefchal  de  Mont- 
morency, who  inherited  his  father  the  constable's 
caution,  but  profefied  the  dodhines  of  the  reform  - 
ed, under  pretence  of  indifpofition  obtained  leave 
to  retire  to  his  caftle  of  Cha'ntilli,  and  efcaped  the 
perfidious  artifices  of  Catherine,  and  the  deadly 
hatred  . of  the  houfe  of  Guife. 

As  a prelude  to  the  fatal  mafiacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, it  had  been  determined  immediately  to 
venture  on  the  afiaflination  of  the  admiral.  As 
he  flowly  returned  from  the  palace  of  the  Louvre 
to  his  own  houfe,  engaged  in  the  perufal  of  fome 
papers,  he  was  wounded  by  two  balls ; one  broke 
the  fore  finger  of  his  right  hand,  the  other  lodged 
in  his  left  arm  near  the  elbow.-  Without. betray- 
ing any  emotion,  he  calmly  pointed  to  houfe 
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whence  the  (hoc  came,  but  the  aflafim  had  already 
efcaped  by  a pollern  door,  and  Coligni  was  con- 
veyed home  by  his  mournful  attendants  ; the  king 
received  the  news  with  the  mod  furious  indigna- 
tion, exclaiming  with  his  ufual  imprecations, 
<c  Shall  I never  be  at  peace  ? What  always  new 
“ troubles !”  He  inftantly  quitted  the  game  at 
tennis  at  which  he  was  engaged,  and  repaired  to 
the  admiral’s  apartment,  whom  he  affedted  to  coft- 
fole  with  profeiTions  of  regard  and  denunciations  of 
vengeance. 

It  is  probable  that  the  fufpicions  of  Coligni 

were  not  allayed  by  the  afiedled  warmth  of  the 

• 

king,  and  as  foon  as  his  health  enabled  him  to 
fupport  the  fatigue  of  a removal,  that  he  would 
have  quitted  a perfidious  court  and  an  hoftile 
capital.  Charles  and  Catherine  were,  both  fenfible 
that  their  difiimulation  could  not  avail  them  much 
longer,  and  they  were  apprized  of  the  refolution  of 
the  Hugonots  to  avenge  by  arms  the  injuries  of 
their  chief.  The  apprehenfions  of  the  admiral’s 
efcape  quickened  their  determinations ; and  the 
king  at  length  gave  his  confent  to  involve  the  re- 
formed in  one  promifeuous  carnage  ; at  the  fame 
time  adding  with  his  cuftomary  oaths — fince  it  is 
“ to  be  done,  take  care  that  not  one  efcapes  to  re- 
“ proach  me  the  duke  of  Guife,  as  animated 
with  a peculiar  deteftation  of  Coligni,  whom  he 

conlidered 
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confidered  as  his  father's  murderer,  was  appointed, 
to  direft  the  inhuman  (laughter,  and  thedignal  was 
to  be  made  by  ftriking  the  great  bell  of  the  palace. 

At  that  dreadful  knell  the  work  of  death  was  be- 
gun, and  humanity  recoils  from  the  horrors  of  the 
fatal  night  of  St.  Bartholomew ; yet  the  reader  may 
expert  amidft  the  general  carnage  that  fome  few 
moments  fhould  be  devoted  to  the  fate  of  Coligni. 
He  had  long  retired  to  reft,  when  he  was  arouzed 
by  the  noife  of  the  affaffins  who  had  furrounded 
his  houfe.  A German  named  Befme  entered  his 
chamber,  and  the  admiral  apprehending  his  inten- 
tions, prepared  to  meet  death  with  that  fortitude 
which  had  ever  difHnguilhed  him.  Incapable  of 
refiftance  from  his  late  wounds,  with  an  undif- 
mayed  countenance,  he  had  fcarce  uttered  the 
words,  “ young  man,  Tefpect  thefe  grey  hairs,  n*>r 
“ ftain  them  with  blood/’  when  Befme  plunged  his 
(word  into  his  bofom,  and  with  his  barbarous  affo- 
ciates  threw  the  body  into  the  court.  The  duke  of 
Guife  contemplated  it  in  (Hence;  but  Henry,  count 
d’Angoulefme,  natural  brother  to  Charles,  fpurned 
it  with  his  foot,  exclaiming,  “ Courage,  my  friends, 
u we  have  begun  well,  let  us  finifti  in  the  fame 
“ manner.’’ 

During  feveral  days  that  the  m i fiacre  was  coa* 
tinned  above  five  thotifand  protefiants  are  flip* 
pofed  to  have  fallen  victims  to  the  religious  ftrty' 
' of 
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of  the  Catholics ; among  thefe  the  moft  llluftrious 
were,  the  count  de  la  Rochefocault  and  Teligni, 
who  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  admiral. 
The  count  de  Montgomery,  and  the  vidame  of 
Chartres,  with  near  a hundred  gentlemen  who 
lodged  to  the  fouth  of  the  river  Seine,  efcaped  on 
horfeback  half  naked ; they  were  purfued  and 
overtaken  by  the  duke  of  Guife,  who  cut  in  pieces 
the  greateft  part  of  them ; only  the  two  chiefs, 
with  about  ten  of  their  followers,  reached  the  coaft 
of  Normandy,  and  thence  croffed  over  to  England. 
The  duke  of  Guife  himfclf,  in  his  own  palace, 
preferved  above  an  hundred  of  the  Calvinitls  with 
intent  to  attach  them  to  his  perfon;  and  Biron, 
who  afterwards  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Fourth,  fheltered  in  the  arfenal,  and 
protected  by  his  cannon  thofe  who  were  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  be  ranked  among  his  friends  and  ad- 
herents. 

Henry  king  of  Navarre,  who  had  been  but  fix 
days  married  to  the  prmcefs  Margaret,  and  his 
coufin  the  young  prince  of  Conde,  were  exempted 
from  the  general  deftruftion,  and  brought  be- 
fore Charles,  who  with  menaces  and  imprecations 
commanded  them  to  abjure  their  religion.  The 
king  of  Navarre  obeyed,  but  the  prince  ftill  hefi- 
tating,  Charles,  in  a tranfport  of  rage,  exclaimed, 
“ death,  mafs,  or  the  baftile  !”  This  violence 
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vanquished  the  fortitude  of  the  prince,  who  appa- 

* < 

rently  reconciled  himfclf  to  the  eftablifhed  church, 
and  received  ablolution  in  the  pope's  name  from 
his  uncle  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon. 

The  fame  orders  which  had  deluged  the  capital 
with  blood,  were  but  too  faithfully  obeyed  in  the 
cities  of  Lyons,  Orleans,  Rouen,  Bourges,  An- 
gers, and  Thouloufe ; but  in  Piovence  the  re- 
formed were  prefecved  by  Claude  de  Savoye, 
count  de  Tendc;  De  Gorges  in  Dauphine,  the 
marefchal  de  Matignon  in  Alenin ; and  the  bi- 
(hop  of  Lizieux  in  his  diocefe ; all  extended  to 
them  their  protection  : but  above  the  reft  the  an- 
fwer  of  vifeount  Ortez  to  his  fovereign  has  juftly 
been  celebrated  : cs  Sire,  I have  received  the  letter 
“ enjoining  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bayonne  a maf- 
“ faCre  of  the  Hugonots  ; your  majefty  has  many 
<f  faithful  fervants  in  this  city,  but  not  one  execu- 
“ tioner.”  Yet  thefe  inftances  of  generous  hu- 
manity were  but  few,  and  it  is  fuppofed  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  France  that  twenty- five  thoufand 
Proteftants  perilhed. 

If  the  conduft  of  the  king  was  marked 
* I573‘  with* an  honourable  reludlance  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  mafLcre,  during  the 
execution  of  it  he  not  only  enjoyed  the  bloody 
fpeftacle  from  the  windows  of  his  palace,  but  is 
faid  himfelf  repeatedly  to  have  fired  upon  the 

miferable 


21 1 


% 


\ . 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


miferable  fugitives.  But  he  was  foon  taught  how 
difficult  it  is  to  eradicate  the  principles  of  religion 
and  perfecution  feemed  only  to  have  confirmed  the 
zeal  of  the  Proteflants.  Rochelle,  the  grand  afy- 
lum  of  calvinifm,  fhut  its  gates  againft  the  royal 
forces,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Anjou.  It  re- 
fifted  with  firmnefs  th£  repeated  attacks  of  the  be- 
fiegers ; and  the  mind  of  Charles  was  juftly  filled 
with  anxiety  for  the  event,  when  he  underftood 
that  his  youngeff  brother,  Francis,  duke  of  Alen- 
$on,  bold,  turbulent,  and  faithlefs,  had  united  him- 
felf  in  a fecret  league  with  the  king  of  Navarre. 
He  now  began  to  awake  from  that  guilty  delirium 
into  which  the  counfels  of  his  mother  had  plunged 
him ; and  while  he  furveyed  the  dreary  profpeft 
around  him,  he  found  the  infidelity  of  his  fub- 
jedts  vindicated  by  his  own  treacherous  example. 
He  was  equally  jealous  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  as 
he  was  diftruftful  of  the  duke  of  Alenin,  and  he 
received  with,  fatisfa&ion  the  envoys  which  called 
the  former  to  the  throne  of  Poland.  The  fiege  of 
Rochelle  had  been  but  little  advanced,  the  hopes 
of  the  Proteflants  throughout  the  kingdom  were 
once  more  revived,  and  Charles  embraced  the 
pretence  afforded  by  the  elevation  of  his  brother, 
to  conclude  a new  treaty  with  the  reformed, 
fcarce  lefs  favourable  to  them  than  the  three  pre- 
ceding. 
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But  the  duke  of  Anjou  regarded  his  election  fo 
the  crown  of  Poland  in  a very  different  light  from 
Charles ; he  plainly  perceived  the  health  of  that 
monarch  daily  declined,  and  he  was  unwilling  to 
hazard  his  fucceffion  to  the  fertile  realm  of  France, 
to  reign  over  a barbarous  and  turbulent  people. 
His  unwillingnefs  to  depart  was  increafed  by  a 
violent  affe&ion  which  he  had  conceived  for  Mary 
of  Cleves,  the  confort  of  the  prince  of  Conde. 
His  delay  at  length  aroufed  the  fufpicion  and  anger 
of  the  king,  and  he  was  conftrained  to  fet  out  with 
the  myfterious  afiuiance  of  Catherine  that  his  ab- 
fence  f’nould  not  be  long. 

. „ The  fma!  1 remnant  of  the  reign  of 

Charles  was  afflicted  by  civil  commo- 
tion, and  fraternal  difcord.  The  confederacy  of 
the  duke  of  Alencon  with  the  king  of  Navarre, 
teftored  the  courage  of  the  Hugonots ; and  la 
None  and  Montgomery'  reaflembled  their  difmayed 
and  fcattered  party.  But  the  meafures  of  Francis 
and  Henry  were  detected  by  the  vigilance  of  Ca- 
therine, their  perfons  were  clofely  guarded,  and 
they  were  feverely  examined  in  the  prefence  of  the 
king  himfelf.  The  marefchal  de  MontmOrcnci 
and  de  Cofse  were  ai  refled  as  their  accomplices ; 
and  the  count  de  Montgomery,  inVefted  in  Dom- 
front,  was  compelled  to  furrender  by  the  maref- 
chal de  Matignon.  On  his  capitulation  he  had 

ftipulated 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


213 


ftipulated  for  his  life ; but  Catherine,  after  the 
death  of  Charles,  paid  little  regard  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  facrificed  him  to  the  memory  of  Henry 
the  Second. 

The  detection  of  fecret  confpiracy,  the  defeat  of 
open  revolt,  could  not  check  the  progrefs  of  dif- 
eafe  which  with  rapid  ftrides  prefled  towards  the 
diflolution  of  the  king.  Ever  fince  the  fatal  maf- 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  his  countenance  had 
been  marked  with  a fettled  gloom,  and.  his  mind 
had  been  torn  by  contending  paffions.  He  had 
been  deeply  affedled  by  the  late  intrigues  of  his 
brother  the  duke  of  Alen^on,  and  the  king  of 
Navarre ; and  though  he  hated  the  Hugonots,  he 
equally  dreaded  the  afpiring  families  of  Guife  and 
Montmorenci.  Awakened  to  the  ignominy  with 
which  the  perfidious  counfels  of  Catherine  had  ob- 
fcured  his  fame,  he  was  determined  in  future  to 
reign  independent  and  alone ; but  thefe  refolu- 
tions  were  unfortunately  adopted  too  late  for  the 
tranquillity  of  France.  Every  day  proclaimed 
fome  new  and  fatal  fymptom  ; a flow  and  internal 
fever  exhaufted  his  ftrength,  and  blood  oozed  even 
out  of  the  pores  of  his  fkin.  A diforder  fo  flrange 
and  unprecedented,  recalled  to  the  minds  of  the 
people  the  fufpicious  expreflions  of  Catherine 
when  ihe  parted  with  her  favourite  fon  the  king  of 
Poland.  But  from  this  crime  it  is  more  than  pro- 
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bable  the  queen-mother  was  free,  and  the  fate  of 
Charles  may  be  afcribed  to  that  violence  which  was 
difplayed,  in  his  converfation,  his  manners,  and 
his  exercifes.  His  constitution,  however  ftrong, 
was  unequal  to  the  conftant  exertion  ; and  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  his  age  he  yielded  up  his  life 
and  crown.  His  laft  hours  were  employed  with 
dignity  and  compofure  ; he  recommended  to  thofe 
around  him  to  preferve  their  fidelity  to  the  king 
of  Poland;  he. obliged  all  prefent  to  take  an  oath 
of  obedience  to  Catherine  during  the  abfence  of 
Henry  ; and  he  expired  at  the  moment  when  his 
penetration,  his  judgement,  and  his  experience, 
might  have  remedied  the  evils  in  which  the  evil 
genius  of  his  mother  had  involved  his  country. 
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Chupier  ihe  ’Twenty-eighth. 


REGENCY  OF  THE  QJ7  E E N-MOTHER ACCESSION 

OF  HENRY  THE  THIRD — WAR  WITH  THE  HU- 
GONOTS EXPEDITION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  AN- 

JOU IN  FLANDERS — HIS  ATTEMPT  ON  CAM- 
BRAY HIS  RETREAT  AND  DEATH SEDITI- 

OUS PRACTICES  OF  THE  LEAGUE  — HENRY 
COMPELLED  TO  LEAVE  PARIS ASSASSINA- 

TION OF  THE  DUKE  AND  CARDINAL  OF  GUISE 

DEATH  OF  CATHERINE  OF  MEDICIS  — THE 

KING  BESIEGES  PARIS — IS  ASSASSINATED  BY 
A JACOBIN  FRIAR. 


Charles,  by  his  widow  Elizabeth, 

left  only  one”  daughter,  who  furvived  ‘ ’ I>74' 
him  about  four  years,  and  Elizabeth  herfelf  re- 
tired into  the  dominions  of  her  "father  the  emperor 
Maximilian  ; while  Catherine  afiuming  the  power 
which  the  deceafed  monarch’s  laft  words  had 
Conferred  on  her,  difplayed  thofe  abilities  which 
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arofe  in  proportion  to  the  emergency  of  her  fitu- 
ation.  She  clofely  guarded  the  king  of  Navarre, 
and  the  duke  of  Alencon,  with  the  marefchals  de 
Montmorenci  and  de  Code ; fhe  negociated  a 
truce  with  the  Hugonots,  railed  new  levies  among 
the  Swifs  and  Germans,  difpatched  repeated  mef- 
fengers  to  haften  the  journey  of  the  king  of  Ro- 
land, and,  impatient  of  delay,  fet  out  for  the  city 
of  Lyons  to  meet  him. 

• On  receiving  the  welcome  news  of  his  brother’s 
deceafe,  Henry  fccretly  quitted  Poland,  and  haffily 
tied  from  the  throne  to  which  he  had  been  fo  lately 
elected;  before  the  tidings  w’ere  publickly  known, 
or  his  defigns  could  be  impeded,  he  reached  the 
frontiers  of  Germany,  and  was  enters  ained  at 
Vienna  by  Maximilian  with  imperial  magnifi- 
cence ; thence  he  directed  his  courfe  through  the 
territories  of  the  Venetians,  refted  a few  days  in 
Turin  ; and  in  a little  more  than  three  months 
from  the  death  of  Charles,  embraced  his  mother 
at  Lyons,  and  received  from  her  hands  the  reins  of 
government. 

' In  his  early  youth  Henry  had  difplayed  the 
promife  of  uncommon  abilities ; his  manners 
were  infinuating,  his  perfon  graceful,  his  counte- 
nance beautiful ; and  his  people  regarded  with  the 
moft  partial  expectations  the  hero  of  Jarnac  and 
Moncontour ; but  the  meridian  of  his  fame  was 
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HI  calculated  to  correfpond  with  the  luftre  of  his 
dawning  glory,  and  his  fubjeCts  foon  difcerned  a 

1 ' 

monarch,  irrefolute,  inconftant,  indolent,  and  vo- 
luptuous; mingling  devotion  with  fenfuality,  and 
alternately  governed  by  the  licentious  minions  of 
his  court,  or  by  bigoted  priefts  who  affumed  the 
direction  of  his  confcience.  . 

Though  he  releafed  from  confinement  the  king 
of  Navarre,  and  his  brother  the  duke  of  Alen^on, 
he  dill  continued  tb  obferve  their  fteps  with  the 
mod  vigilant  jealoufy ; but  the  cares  of  govern- 
ment were  only  confidered  fecondary  to  thofe  of 
love ; his  paflion  for  the  princefs  of  Conde  blazed 
forth  with  increafe  of  violence.  Reafon,  decency, 
and  honour,  in  vain  oppofed  its  progrefs,  and 
Henry  was  already  determined  to  dilfolve  the 
marriage  of  Mary  with  the  prince  of  Conde,  and 
to  raife  her  to  his  bed  and  throne,  when  his  de- 
figns  were  broken  by  the  unexpected  ftroke  of 
death ; that  princefs^,  in  the  pride  of  beauty  and 
the  flower  of  youth  fuddenly  expired ; while  the 
royal  lover,  devoting  himfelf  to  all  the  luxury  of 
forrow,  attefted  the  ardour  of  his  affe&ion,  by  re- 
maining feveral  days  infenfibie  to  the  language 
of  confolation,  and  obflinately  rejecting  whatever 
food  was  offered  him. 

From  this  trance  he  was  awakened  by  the  re- 
prefentations  of  his  minifters,  and  the  firfl:  aCt  of 
' fove- 
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fovereignty  was  to  reftore  to  the  duke  of  Savoy 
feveral  places  which  the  French  ftill  retained  in 
Piedmont.  But  the  impolicy  of  this  meafure  was 
forgotten  in  the  fuperior  imprudence  of  his  refo- 
lution  to  profecute  the  war  againft  the  Hugonots. 
The  cardinal  of  Lorrain,  whofe  fatal  counfels  in- 
fluenced the  irrefolute  mind*  of  Henry,  furvived 
not  to  behold  the  fcenes  of  flaughter  which  he 
had  planned  ; and  marefchal  d’Amville,  informed 
of  die  royal  determination,  boldly  eredled  the 
ftandard  of  oppofition,  and  fupported  in  Langue- 
doc the  principles  of  calvinifm.  The  prince  of 
Conde  previous  to  the  death  of  Charles  the  Ninth, 
had  efcaped  to  Strafburgh,  and  abjured  the  Catho- 
lic religion  ; he  now  returned  to  join  the  forces  of 
the  confederates ; while  the  duke  of  Alenin,  in- 
flamed by  wild  ambition,  deferted  the  court  and 
armed  againft  his  brother. 

Amidft  the  ftorms  whydi  threatened 
'*  his  throne  on  every  fide,  the  king  was 
crowned  at  Rheims  by  the  cardinal  of  Guife,  and 
the  next  day  bellowed  his  hand  on  Louifa, 
daughter  to  the  count  o£  Vaudemont,  of  the 
houre  of  Lorrain.  The  war  with  the  Proteftants 
was  maintained  with  various  fuccefs.  The  duke 
of  Guife  acquired  frefh  laurels  by  the  defeat  of  a 
confiderable  body  of  German  auxiliaries;  but 
Lefdiguieres  eftablilhed  himfelf  in  Dauphine,  and 
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the  queen-mother,  alarmed  at  his  progrefs,  re- 
leafed  the  marefchals  de  Cofle  and  Montmorency, 
and  prevailed  on  the  latter  to  negociate  a truce. 
It  was  concluded  for  fix  months  only,  and  the 
towns  of  Niort,  Saumur,  la  Charite,  Mefieres, 
St.  Jean  d’Angeli,  and  Coignac,  were  liirrendered 
to  the  reformed,  as  pledges  for  their  fecurity ; 
while  Henry  endured  a frefh  morcification  from 
abroad,  by  the  determination  of  the  Polifh  diet  to 
chufe  a new  fovereign,  and  to  place  the  crown  on 
the  head  of  the  prince  of  Tranfylvania. 

In  the  late  commotions,  the  king  of 
Navarre  had  affedted  to  remain  an  un-  ’ ,57t‘ 
concerned  fpeclator ; he  now  feized  the  favour- 
able moment  of  flight,  elcaped  to  his  government 
of  Guienne,  and  openly  profefled  again  the  tenets 
of  calvinifm  ; the  duke  of  Alemjon  again  refumed 
his  intrigues ; the  prince  of  Conde  appeared  at 
the  head  of  a numerous  body  of  Germans ; and 
the  boundlefs  ambition  of  the  duke  of  Guife, 
who  commanded  the  Catholic  army,  was  equally 
formidable  to  Henry  with  the  daring  defigns  of 
the  confederates.  Thus  alike  fearful  of  vic- 
tory, or  defeat,  he  fubfcribed  a peace,  by  which 
the  reformed  were  allowed  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion,  with  the  reftridtion  of  not  preach- 
ing within  two  miles  of  Paris,  or  any  place  where 
the  court  refided  ; chambers  of  jullice  were  eredt- 
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cd  in  every  parliament,  confuting  of  equal  num- 
bers of  Catholics  and  Proteftatits,  the  memory  of 
Coligni  and  his  affociates  were  honourably  re- 
ftored,  and  the  fafety  of  the  Hugonots  was  con- 
firmed by  the  ceffion  of  eight  fortified  towns. 

To  gratify  his  brother,  the  king  had  ceded  to 
him  the  countries  of  Anjou,  Touraine,  and  Berri, 
with  the  title  of  duke  of  the  former ; the  prince 
of  Conde  was  to  have  the  government  of  Picardy ; 
Lefdiguieres  and  d’Amville  in’  Dauphine  and 
Languedoc  affumed  an  haughty  independency; 
the  Germans,  raifed  by  prince  Gafimir,  were  per- 
mitted to  live  at  free  quarters  in  the  bifhopric  of 
Langres ; and  Henry  beheld,  with  indignation, 
great  part  of  his  dominions  parcelled  out  amongfl 
his  Proteftant  fubjedts,  and  their  formidable  allies  ; 
but  a more  fatal  blow  to  his  authority  originated 
in  the  jealoufy  of  the  Catholics,  who,  irritated  by 
the  late  favourable  conditions  granted  to  the  cal- 
vinifts,  formed  themfelves  into  a league,  and 
chofe  as  their  protectors  the  pope  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  Henry,  though  fenfible  of  the  melan- 
choly degradation,  by  the  advice  of  his  minifters, 
declared  himfelf  the  head  of  this  aflociation,  and 
by  die  importunities  of  the  leaguers  was  foon 
compelled  to  refcind  the  late  edict  of  pacifica- 
tion. 
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While  the  king  was  immerfed  in  fen-  & d.  1577. 
fual  enjoyments,  his  fubjedt  experienced  *5 79- 
all  the  miferies  which  attend  a weak  and  divided 
adminiftration.  The  religious  enmity  of  the  Ca- 
tholics and  Hugonots  was  repeatedly  fufpended 
by  treaties,  which  as  they  were  made  without 
faith,  were  broken  without  hefitation.  But  amidft 
the  fcenes  of  dark  intrigue  and  open  violence, 
which  for  three  fucceffive  years  diflionoured  and 
affli&ed  the  kingdom,  the  virtues  of  the  young 
king  of  Navarre  attained  to  maturity,  and  burfi: 
forth  with  an  increafe  of  luftre  which  eclipfed  his 
rivals,  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  beholdeis,  and 
confirmed  the  hopes  of  the  Calvinifts,  whofe 
religious  tenets  he  profeffed.  In  the  treaty  of 
Nerac,  he  had  baffled  the  artifices  of  the  wily 
Catherine ; and  on  the  fubfequent  violation  of  that 
treaty,  he  furprized  the  town  of  Cahors;  forced 
open  the  gates ; and  though  the  governor,  with 
undaunted  courage,  maintained,  during  five  days, 
an  obftinate  and  unprecedented  conflict  in  th^ 
ftreets,  the  valour  of  the  king  of  Navarre  tri- 
umphed over  every  difficulty,  and  planted  at  laft 
the  banners  of  his  party  on  the  ramparts  of  that 
city. 

It  was  not  alone  in  France  that  religious  ran- 
cour had  kindled  the  flames  of  civil  war.  The 
gloomy  light  was  beheld  with  horror  through  the 
^ ’ Nether- 
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Netherlands;  and  the  unrelenting  Philip,  fe- 
conded  by  the  zeal  of  the  duke  of  Alva,  had  in- 
volved numbers  of  his  Flemifh  fubjeds  in  exile, 
torture,  and  death.  The  illuftrious  birth  and 
memorable  fervices  of  the  counts  Egmont  and 
Horn  could  not  prettrve  them  from  an  ignomini- 
ous fate ; and  the  prince  of  Orange  only  efcaped 
the  perfidy  of  his  fovereign,  and  the  ftroke  of  the 
executioner,  by  an  bafty  retreat  into  Germany. 
He  foon  returned  to  aroufe  his  countrymen  to  the 
defence  of  their  civil  and  religious  freedom ; and 
the  Flemings,  opprefled  by  the  fuperior  forces  of 
Spain,  fought  new  refources  in  foreign  alliances, 
and  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  duke  of  Anjou. 
The  fovereignty  of  the  Low  Countries  was  too 
fplendid  an  allurement  to  be  refitted  by  a prince 
vain,  rafli,  and  ambitious  ; his  ardour,  at  the  fame 
time,  was  inflamed  by  the  hopes  of  obtaining  the 
hand  of  Elizabeth ; and  the  queen  of  England, 
defirous  of  refitting  the  tyranny  of  Philip,  yet  cau- 
tious of  committing  herfelf  to  open  hoftilitics,  em- 
braced the  opportunity,  by  the  mod  flattering  de- 
clarations, of  exciting  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Flemings. 

But  before  the  duke  could  embark  in 
/ " this  enterprise,  it  was  firft  neceffary 

that  he  fhould  at  lead  fufpend,  if  not  exringuifh, 
the  flames  of  civil  difeord  which  raged  through 
. the 
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the  kingdom  of  France.  Mis  proffered  mediation 
was  readily  accepted  by  Henry,  who  by  alter- 
nately profefling  to  patronife  each,  had  loll  tin: 
confidence  of  both  fad  ions,  and  btheld  his  Catho- 
lic fubjeds  range  theinfelves  under  the  banners  of 
the  duke  of  Guile,  while  the  proteftants  avowed 
their  open  attachment  to  the.  king  of  Navarre. 
Both  had  exhaufted  their  ilrength  in  various  ef- 
forts, without  either  acquiring  an  afcendancy ; and 
a treaty  was  quickly  concluded,  notwithftanding  the 
oppofition  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  which  con- 
firmed the  former  edid  of  pacification,  and  left 
the  proteftants  in  pofieflion  of  the  cautionary 
towns  for  fix’years. 

The  duke  of  Anjou  had  fcarce  un-  . _ 

. • J . . . A.  D.  «5*«. 

furled  his  llandard,  before  it  was  joined 

by  the  flower  of  French  chivalry ; and  at  the  head 
of  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and  four  thoufand  horfe, 
he  marched  to  the  relief  of  Cambray,  which  was 
invefted  by  the  army  of  Philip,  commanded  by 
the  prince  of  Parma ; that  prudent  general  retired 
at  the  approach  of  this  new  antagonill,  who  en- 
tered Cambray  in  triumph,  was  fainted  by  the 
inhabitants  as  the  protedor  of  their  freedom ; 
and  after  reducing  Cateau  Cambrefis,  embarked 
for  England,  to  folicit  the  hand  and  fupport  of 
Elizabeth. 

> From 
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A d.  1 58*  From  that  queen  he  received  the 
* 5S3-  moll:  gracious  reception  ; and  though 
her  prudence  afterwards  retracted  the  promifes 
which  (he  had  been  betrayed  into  by  his  flattery 
and  importunity,  (lie  furnilhed  him  with  a confi- 
derable  fum  of  money,  and  a numerous  fleet,  to 
fecond  his  enterprifes  in  the  Low  Countries.  He 
was  reinforced  from  France  by  the  duke  de  Mont- 
penfier,  and  the  marefchal  Biron,  with  a body  of 
feven  or  eight  thoufand  men  ; but  his  own  caprice 
anti  perfidy  difappointed  the  ambitious  hopes  which 
he  had  entertained  ; and  he  refolved,  by  making 
himfelf  matter  of  thofe  towns  into  which  his  troops 
had  been  admitted,  to  opprefs  that  liberty  which 
he  was  fummoned  to  protect.  His  defigns  could 
not  efcape  the  penetrating  eye  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  ; his  treacherous  attempt  on  Antwerp  was 
rcpulfed  by  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants ; the 
gates  of  the  other  cities  were  fliut  againft  him } 
his  troops  were  aflailed  by  famine  and  difeafe; 
and  though  the  prudence  of  the  prince  of  Orange 
afFedted  an  apparent  reconciliation,  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  with  a broken  conftitution,  retired  to 
, France,  deferted  by  his  friends,  and  derided  by 
his  enemies. 

A D 8 Though  Henry  ever  afterwards  re- 
garded with  contempt  the  abilities  and 
defigns  of  his  brother,  his  own  conduit  was 
3 equally 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

equally  deftitute  of  decency,  policy,  or  judge- 
ment. He  bellowed  on  his  favourite,  the  duke 
of  Joyeufe,  the  fupreme  dire&ion  of  affairis,  and 
raifed  him  to  an  alliance  with  the  throne,  by 
uniting  him  in  marriage  to  the  filler  of  his  ^queen. 
Balls,  banquets,  and  religious  proceflions,  cbn- 
fumed  thofe  treafures  which  might  have  been 
fuccefsfully  employed  in  reprefling  the  riling  in- 
fluence of  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  duke  of 
Guife ; the  latter  by  his  intrigues  had  drawn  from 
his  retirement  the  duke  of  Anjou,  who,  tranfported 
with  the  hopes  of  retrieving  his  loll  reputation, 
entered  into  the  views,  and  engaged  to  fecond 
the  plans  of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain  ; but  ever  fickle 
and  capricious,  he  foon  repented  of  this  new 
enterprife ; he  flew  to  court,  prollrated  himfelf 
at  the  feet  of  the  king,  and  revealed  the  con- 
fpiracy  in  which  he  had  embarked.  Henry  re- 
ceived him  with  tendernefs,  and  difmifled  him  to 
Chateau  Thierri,  where  a rapid  decline  foon  ter- 
minated a life,  ftained  by  levity,  perfidy,  and  pro- 
fligacy. 

The  death  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  difconcerted, 
but  did  not  extinguilh,  the  daripg  projects  of  the 
houfe  of  Lorrain.  The  three  brothers,  the  duke 
and  cardinal  of  Guife,  with  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 
openly  placed  thcmfelves  at  the  head  of  the  league, 
and  inflaming  the  people  with  the  dread  of  an  he- 
• vol.  it.  . > retie 
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-jetic  fovereign,  avowed  their  refolutioft  to  transfer 
he  pretenfions  of  the  king  of  Navatre  to  his  un- 
cle, the  cardinal  of  Bourbon ; a zealous  papift, 
but  who*  incapable  from  age  and  weaknefs  of 
holding  the  reins  of  government  himfelf,  was  to 
deliver  them  into  the  hands  Of  the  duke  of  Guife. 
•Henry  was  fooft  apprized  of  the  intention's  of  the 
confederates  ; by  the  duke  d’Epernon,  who  fhared 
his  favour  with  Joyeufe,  he  preffed  the  king  of  Na- 
varre to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  eftablilhed  church, 
and  as  next  prince  of  die  blood,  to  remove  the  only 
objedion  that  could  be  urged  againft  hisfucceffiOn 
but  the  king  of  Navatre  was  deaf  to  the  arguments 
of  d’Epemon  j and  though  his  friend  Pleffis  Mor- 
nay,  by  publtfhing  his  fetrfimehts,  conftrmed  thc 
HugOnots  in  ‘their  opinion  of  his  conftancy,  he  Un- 
fortunately afforded  a plaufible  pretence  to  thfe 
league,  who  openly  reviled  their  fovereign  as  treat- 
ing with  heretics,  and  entered  into  a clofe  alliance 
with  Spain ; by  a treaty,  figned  at  Joinville,  they 
agreed,  in  return  for  certain  pecuniar}'  fupplies,  on 
the  death  of  Henry  the  Third,  to  acknowledge  the 
cardinal  of  Bourboh  as  king,  to  enforce  the  coun- 
cil of  Trent  through  France,  and  to  reduce  Cam- 
bray  to  the  yoke  of  Philip. 

The  court  of  Rome  entered  into  the  views  of  ’the 
confederates,  and  fandioned  by  her  holy  autho-> 
rity  the  ambition  of  the  Guifes.  The  impatience 
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of  their  hew  ally  the  king  of  Spain,  compelled 

them  to  take  the  field  before  they  had  aflembled 

/ 

their  adherents;  with  a feeble  army,  fcarce  ex* 
deeding  .five  thoufarid  men,  the  duke  of  Guife  oc- 
cupied V.erdun,  but  was  repulfed  from  Metz  by 
tike  vigilance  of  the  duke  d’Epfcrnon.  'The  loy- 
alty of  the  ruanefchal  Matignon  preferred  Bour- 
deaux ; and  though  Marfeilles  was  farjprifed  by  the 
league,  k waS  next  day  recovered  by  the  arms  pf 
the  royalifts;  Had  Henry  at  this  moment  refumed 
that  fpirit  which  he  formerly  difplayed  in  the  fields 
of  Jariiac  and  Moncontour,  he  might  have  eft^ 
blifhed  tottering  throne,  and  chafed  , the  duke 
of  Guife  from  his  dominions : but  alternately  the 
flave  of  pfeafure  and  fuperftition,  he  was  no  longer 
capable  of  any  great  dr  arduous  .enterprise ; he 
concluded  a peace  on  the  moll  difhonourable 
terms,  with  thofe  very  rebels  whofe  prefumption 
he  might  have  chaflifed  j and  agreed,  at  the  im- 
perious voice  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  to  compel  the 
Proteftants  to  reftore  the  cautionary  towns  that 
they  had  received,  «to  afinul  all  edifts  in  their  fa- 
vour, and  to  devote  his  trdops  and  treafures  to  th$. 
fervice  of  the  league,  * 


With  terror  and  aftonifhment  the  . ^ 

. * A.  D.  *585. 

king  of  Navarre  heard  the  fatal. con- 
ditions, which  menaced  rhis  own  -fucceffion,  an$ 
placed  an  empty  fceptre  in  the  . band  of , Henry. 


That 


1 
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That  monarch  foon  experienced  that  the  molt 
fatal  event  of  war  ought  to  have  been  preferred 
to  an  ignominious  peace.  His  capital  could  nO 
longer  be  confidered  as  his  own.  A council  of 
fixteen  citizens  of  Paris,  nominated  by  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  infulted  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  filled  the  ftreets  with  confufion.  A 
gleam  of  hope  broke  in  from  the  court  of  Rome ; 
Sixtus  the  Fifth,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  apof- 
tolical  throne,  launched  the  fpiritual  thunders  on 
the  heads  of  thofe  who  had . prefumed  to  arm 
again!!  the  crown.  But  governed  only  by  a tem- 
per turbulent  and  affirming,  he  increafed  the  pub- 
lic anarchy  by  excommunicating  foon  after  the 
king  of  Navarre,  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  all 
their  adherents.  The  Proteftants  weakened  and 
oppreffed  fought  (helter  in  Guienne  and  Dau- 
phine ; and  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  the  prince  of 
Conde,  embraced  as  their  only  means  of  fafety 
the  calamities  of  war.  The  latter,  after  having  in 
vain  attempted  to  relieve  Angiers,  was  forced  to 
difperfe  his  troops,  and  with  difficulty  efcaped  to 
England. 

Five  armies  levied  in  the  name  of 
A.D.  1586.  king  threatened  with  their  num- 
bers to  overwhelm  the  fmall  band  of  Proteftants. 
The  moll  numerous  was  entrufted  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  entered  Gui- 
enne, 
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enne,  and  harafled  his  forces  in  the  fruitlefs  pur- 
fuit  of  the  king  of  Navarre ; three  more,  led  by 
d’Epernon,  Joyeufe,  and  Matignoo,  were  equally 
unfuccefsful.  But  the  duke  of  Guife  extended  his 
fame  and  conquefls  in  Champagne  and  Burgundy, 
and  confirmed  by  his  exploits  the  confidence  of 
the  league.  Yet  the  people  loudly  murmured  at 
the  new  taxes  which  were  impofed  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  The  return  of  the  prince  of 
Conde  with  troops  and  money  from  England,  and 
his  fubfequent  fuccefs  in  Saintonge,  allowed  them 
not  to  expedt  a fpeedy  conclufion  of  it ; the  marcf- 
chal  Biron,  indeed,  recovered  feyeral  places  from 
the  reformed,  but  he  maintained  at  the  fame  time 
an  auftere'  rcferye  towards  the  leaguers ; while 
d’Amville,  who,  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  was 
become  marefchal  Montmorency,  affpmed  in  Lan- 
guedoc the  tone  of  independence,  declared  him- 
felf  the  head  of  a third  party  attached  to  the  an- 
cient conflitutiqn  \n  church  and  ftat£,  and  while  he 
filled  the  Prpteftants  heretics,  he  treated  the 
leaguers  as  rebels. 

Each  day  diminifhed  the  remnant 
of  authority  which  the  king  had  con- 
tinued to  pofiefs,  and  increafed  the  difficulties  of 
his  fituation ; on  one  fide  the  Germans  and  Swifs 
prepared  to  pour  their  forces  into  France  and 
join  the  troops  of  the  king  of  Navarre ; on  the^ 
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other  Henry  equally  dreaded  the  leaders  of  the 
• league,  and  confidered  the  duke  of  Guife  as  hi$ 
mofl  formidable  enemy.  His  favourite  Joyeufe, 
accompanied  by  the  flower  of  the  French  nobility, 

t 

was  defeated  and  flain  at  Coutras.  In  that  action, 
which  firft  crowned  the  Hugonots  with  decifive 
vi&ory,  the  king  of  Navarre  difplayed  all  the 
qualities  which  diftinguifh  the  foldier  and  the  ge-s 
neral ; but  his  inability  to  fupport  his  troops  pre- 
vented him  from  improving  hjs  advantage ; he 
was  compelled  to  dilband  his  forces  ; and  with  the 
impatience  of  a lover,  he  haftened  to  lay  his  laurels 
at  the  feet  of  his  miftrefs. 

The  prince  of  Conde  foon  after  expired  at  St, 
jean  d\Angeli  of  poifon  ; a crime  which  was  im- 
puted to  his  confort,  but  whofe  innocence  was  vin- 
dicated by  a public  trial. 

The  Germans- and  Swifs,  hopelefs  of  joining 
their  allies,  fixed  and  received  the  price  of  their 
retreat;  and  the  inhabitants  of  'Paris;  delivered 
from  the  dread  of  foreign  invafion,  determined 
to  reduce  Henry  to  the  moft  mortifying  infignifi-t 
eance,  and  to  veil  the  foie  adminiftration  in  the 
hands  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  purfuance  of 
this  defign,  they  prefented  a memorial,  in  which 
they  required  the  king  to  declare  openly  for  the 
league,  to  revive  the  couhcil  of  Trent,  to  eftar 
• l$ifli  the  inquifition,  and  to  extirpate  herefy, 
i Though 
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Though  Henry  could  not  entirely  reprefs  his 
indignation,  he  yet  promifed  to  confider  their 
requefis.  But  alarmed  at  their  infolence,  he  ob- 
ferved  with  a vigilant  eye  their  conduct,  and  me* 
ditated  vindicating  his  dignity  by  furprifing  the 
whole  council  at  once;  from  this  detign  he  was 
difluaded  by  Catherine;  and  his  imprudence  in 
feverely  reproaching  and  boldly  menacing  a fac- 
tion which  he  fuffered  to  efcape  with  impunity, 
ferved  only  to  inflame  fhe  enmity  of  the  leaguers, 
who  now  fummoned  the  duke  of  Guife  to  their 
fupport. 

Contrary  to  the  exprefs  command  of  . _ 

. r . * A.D.  ijts. 

his  fovereign,  the  duke  of  Guife  en- 
tered Paris  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  citi-* 
zens,  and'  demanded  an  audience  of  the  king. 
Incapable  of  refuting,  yet  deeply  wounded  by 
repeated  infuks,  Henry  recalled  his  former  re- 
folution,  and  declared  that  the  moment  of  inter* 
view  (hould  be  the  laft  of  his  prefumptuous  fub* 
The  tears  and  remonftrances  of  Catherine 
again  interpofed.  The  indignant  features. of  the 
monarch  proclaimed  the  conflict  within ; h £ 

(ternly  acoufed  the  duke  of  feditiop.  treafon, 

* .•  . * . . 

and  the  moll  daring  defigns  againft  his  life  and 
throne.  The  duke  of  Guife*  fenfible  of  his  dan- 
ger, endeavoured  to  difarm  his  rage  by  fubmif- 
fjon  ; he  was  fufFered  to  retire  in  fecurity  ; but 
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convinced  of  the  hazard  that  he  had  incurred, 
and  hopelefs  of  any  fincere  reconciliation,  he  im- 
mediately determined  on  the  moft  decilive  mea- 
fures. 

The’  angry  countenances  of  the  Parifians  be- 
trayed the  fecret  emotions  of  their  minds,  and  fore- 
told the  approaching  tempeft.  Six  thoufand  of 
the  troops,  whofe  fidelity  Henry  could  depend 
upon,  had  received  orders  to  enter  the  capital. 
Their  ready  appearance  was  the  fignal  of  general 
infurre&ion  i the  citizens  by  myriads  quitted  the 
inftruments  of  their  peaceful  occupations  to  aflume 
the  weapons  of  war.  The  guards  were  aftonifhed, 
overwhelmed,  and  difarmed  ; but  amidft  the  tu- 
mult, while  Catherine  engaged  the  duke  in  an  art- 
ful negotiation,  Henry  quitted  his  palace,  efcaped 
through  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  furvey- 
jng  his  capital  with  the  eye  of  offended  majefly, 
.declared  he  would  never  enter  it  again  but  through 
a breach  in  the  walls. 

From  Paris  Henry  retired  to  Charrres,  and 
publicly  appealed  to  his  fubjedls  from  the  in- 
folence  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  the  tyranny  of 
the  leaguers.  He  was  anfwered  by  manifeflos 
which  breathed  the  fpirit  of  fedition  inflamed  by 
religious  rancour.  Yet  while  the  mutual  accur 
fations  of  both  parties  feemed  to  allow  no  other 
dccifion  but  that  of  arms,  the  mediation  of  Ca- 
therine 
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therine  was  again  accepted,  and  Henry  was  once 
more  in  appearance  reconciled  to  a fubjed  whom 
he  hated  and  feared.  The  firmnefs  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  the  levity  of  the  Parifians,  had  influ- 
enced the  duke  of  Guife  to  liften  to  terms  of  ac- 
commodation ; while  Henry  was  imprefled  < with 
dread  by  the  formidable  preparations  of  the  king 
of  Spain.  By  the  articles  of  the  new  treaty,  the 
duke  of  Guife  was  conftituted  lieutenant-gene- 
ral of  the  French  armies  ; the  cardinal  of  Bour- 
bon was  declared  firft  prince  of  the  blood  ; and 
the  fevereft  penalties  were  denounced  againft 
the  fubjeds  of  France  who  had  prefumed  to 
deviate  from  the  ancient  and  eftablifhed  church. 
On  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  the  duke  of 
Guife  waited  on  the  king  at  Chartres,  and  was 
received  with  marks  of  refped  and  confidence 
that  feemed  to  proclaim  the  moft  fincere  reconcili- 
ation. ; . 

Yet  amidft  thefe  public  teftimonies  of  regard, 
Henry  continued  to  nourifh  a latent  thirft  of  ven- 
geance, and  was  determined  to  inflid  on  the  duke 
the  juft  but  tardy  punifhment  of  his  prefumption. 

Exafperated  at  the  ignominious  conceftions  into 

✓ 

which  thfe  counfels  of  his  mother  had  betrayed 
him,  he  for  ever  excluded  her  from  his  confi- 
dence.  He  aflembled  the  ftates  at.Blois;  and' 
though  he  beheld  himfelf  furrotmded  by  the  partir 

zans 
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*ans  of  the  league,  he  addreffVd  them  in  a bold 
and  animated  fpeech,  difplayed  the  diftrefs  to  which 
he  was  reduced,  and  glanced  at  the  feditious  prac- 
tices of  the  houfc  of  Lorrain.  Language  fo  un< 
expefted  ftruck  the  duke  of  Guife  with  aftonifh- 
ment ; he  remonftrated  ftrongly  againft  the  infinu-. 
aiions  it  conveyed,  and  Henry  was  compelled,  be- 
fore it  was  circulated  abroad,  to  foften  the  moft  ob- 
noxious paflages. 

To  this  mortification  fucceeded  intelligence 
the  moft  alarming  : he  was  informed  that  his 
afpiring  fubjeft  held  a fecret  and  treafonable  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  dyke  of  Savoy  ; he  per- 
ceived that  the  ftates  were  determined  to  declare 
the  king  of  Navarre  by  name  incapable  of  the 
fucceffion  ; and  that  his  own  repofe,  and  the 
tranquillity  of  thg  kingdom,  could  only  be  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Guife.  He 
fummoned  in  this  exigency  the  few  friends  in 
whofe  fidelity  and  fecrecy  he  could  truft ; the 
number  and  quality  of  them  convey  to  us  fome 
idea  of  his  forlorn  fituation ; and  the  cabinet 
council  of  the  fovereign  of  France  was  compofed 
of  the  marefchal  d’Aumont,  Nicholas  and  Lewis 
d’Angennes,  and  Beauvais  Nangis.  The  firfl  ad- 
vifed  the  king  to  arreft  the  princes  of  Lorrain; 
but  Henry  was  fenfible  that  fuch  an  attempt 
would  only  ferve  to  inflame  fubjefts  po  power- 
ful 
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Sill  for  teftraint ; and  the  reft  concurred  in  encou- 
raging him  to  extinguilh  the  ambition  of  the  duke 
pf  Guife  with  his  life. 

In  the  execycion  of  tht$  defign,  Henry  difp- 
played  the  fame  calm  diflimulation  as  had  charac- 
terifed  his  brother  Charles ; Grillon,  who  com- 
manded the  royal  guards,  and  who  was  celebrated 
for  his  perfonal  courage,  was  firft  applied  to  to  ftrike 
the  fatal  blow ; but  with  a dignity  of  mind  equal 
to  his  valour,  he  replied  that  his  rank  and  fervices 
allowed  him  not  to  play  the  executioner.  “ I will 
<*  challenge  the  duke,”  continued  he,  **  and  if 
f*  permitted,  endeavour  to  kill  him  fairly  with  my 
“ fwofd.”  The  king  received  his  refufal  with  a 
good  grace ; and  only  recommended  to  him  fe- 
erecy.  He  now  fixed  on  Loignac,  the  firft  gen- 
tleman of  his  hed-chamber,  who  readily  accepted 
the  commiffion,  and  was  joined  by  a feleft  num- 
ber of  Gafcons  whom  the  duke  d’Epernop  had  in- 
troduced for  the  immediate  protedion  of  the  king's 
perfon. 

Yet  the  adherents  cf  the  duke  of  Guife,  ever 
anxious  and  vigilant  were  foon  apprized  that 
(bme  dark  defign  was  meditated,  and  their  leader 
was  repeatedly  admon'fhcd  that  he  flood  on  the 
edge  of  a precipice.  But  relying  on  that  fortune 
which  hitherto  had  invariably  attended  him,  and 
jmpfeftcd  with  a firing  but  miftaken  idea  of 

Henry’s 
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Henry’s  timidity,  he  determined  to  attend  the 
council  he  was  fummoned  to.  As  he  entered  the 
cabinet  of  the  king,  through  a long  and  gloomy 
paflage,  he  was  aflailed  by  the  daggers  of  Loignac 
and  his  affociates.  Six  poniards  at  once  were 
plunged  in  his  bofom ; and  exclaiming  with  a 
deep  groan,  “ My  God,  have  mercy  on  me  !”  he 
fell  breathlefs  on  the  floor. 

Thus  pgrilhed  Henry  duke  of  Guife  the  vidim 
of  his  own  inordinate  ambition.  Though  his  ta- 
lents appear  not  to  have  equalled  thofe  of  his  fa- 
ther, his  courage,  magnanimity,  and  infinuating 
aJdrefs  endeared  him  to  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
over  whom  his  influence  was  uncontrouled.  His 
brother  the  cardinal  of  Guife,  more  violent,  but 
lefs  enterpriling,  was  involved  in  his  deftrudion  ; 
and  Henry  the  moment  that  he  was  informed  of 
the  fate  of  the  former,  pafled  into  the  apartment 
of  the  queen  mother,  and  acquainting  her  with  the 
event,  added,  “ I am  now  a king,  madam,  and 
“ have  no  competitor,  for  the  duke  of  Guife  is  no 
“more.”  Catherine,  without  blaming  or  com- 
mending the  adion,  only  coldly  alkcd,  if  he  had 
confldered  the  confequenccs, 

That  princefs  had  been  f<  r fame 
a d.  1589.  tjme  conp,ncj  to  her  bed  by  a fevere 
indifpofition ; accuflomed  to  the  fupreme  direc- 
tion of  affairs,  her  haughty  temper  coul4  ill 
3 ' brook 
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bfook  the  referve  that  for  fome  time  the  king  had 
Maintained  towards  her.  The  pangs  of  difeafe 
were  rendered  more  intolerable  by  the  agitation  of 
her  mind.  As  her  end  approached,  her  eyes  were 
opened  to  a juft  fenfe  of  the  infidious  policy  which 
fhe  had  fo  long  and  and  fo  fatally  purfued ; in  her 
laft  moments  (he  exhorted  Henry  to  reconcile  him- 
felf  to  the  princes  of  his  blood,  particularly  the 
king  of  Navarre,  whofe  fincerity  Ihe  declared  fhe 
had  conftantly  experienced;  and  to  reftore  the 
tranquillity  of  France,  by  allowing  die  free  exercife 
of  the  Proteftant  religion.  In  her  feventieth  year 
Ike  funk  into  the  grave,  and  efcaped  by  a timely 
death  beholding  the  deftruftion  of  her  laft  and  fa- 
vourite fon. 

The  king  was  foon  cohvinced  how  neceflary,  it 
was  for  him  to  adopt  the  dying  cour.fels  of  Cathe- 
rine. On  the  fate  of  the  Guifes,  the  crowd  that 
had  attended  him  to  Blois  haftily  difperfed ; the 
multitude  abhorred  him,  the  majority  of  his  nobles 
were  combined  againft  him,  his  favourites  on 
whom  he  had  profufedly  lavilhed  his  treafures  de- 
ferted  him,  and  the  clergy  whom  he  had  blindly 
reverenced  publicly  reviled  him.  All  zealous  Ca- 
tholics were  armed  againft  him ; the  citizens  of 
his  capital  rejefted  his  authority,  and  chofe  the 
duke  of  Aumale  as  their  governor ; the  do&ors 
of  the  Sorbonne  openly  abfolved  his  fubjefts  from 

their 
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their  allegiance ; and  the  council  of  union,  cdjflj 
pofed  of  forty  members,  affirming  a fovereign 
power,  conftituted  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  brother 
to  die  late  duke  of  Guife,  lieutenant-general  of 
the  date  royal  and  Crown  of  France ; a dignity 
pompous,  abfurd,  and  before  unknown ; cheir 
Zeal  would  even  have  extended  to  him  the  title  of 
king,  had  not  this  caution  induced  him  to  de- 
cline the  dangerous  pre-eminence.  Rouen,  and 
the  greatefl:  part  of  Normandy  declared  for  the 
league ; Lyons,  Thotiloufe,  Marfeilles,  Arles,  and 
Toulon,  with  the  provinces  of  Brittany  and  Au- 
vergne, embraced  the  lame  party ; the  Spanilh 
ambaflador  repaired  to  Paris,  and  nourifhed  by 
his  gold  the  factious  councils  of  the  capital ; white 
pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth  fulminated  his  thunders 
again  ft  the  afiaffins  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  in- 
volved the  king  in  the  fentence  of  excommunica-1 
tion. 

While  Henry  forlorn  and  defponding  contemn 
plated  the  gloomy  and  dift  rafted  profpedt  before 
him,  a ray  of  hope  broke  in  from  tire  honourable 
and  diCnterefhed  attachment  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood  ; thefe  haftencd  to  devote  to  his  ferviae  their 
lives  and  fortunes;  ahd  their  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  dukes  d’Epernon  and  Nevers,  and 
the  marefchal  Montmorency ; a reconciliation  was 
effected  beaween’the  kings  of  France  and  Navarre; 

anti 
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ihd  cb'e  former  invented  in  Tours  by  tht  duke  of 
Mayenne,  after  defending  the  fuburbs  with  the 
fame  gallantry  as  he  had  difplayed  in  early  life, 
was  relieved  by  the  latter*  who  prefixed  forwards 
with  his  troops  t®  his  afliftance,  and  difdained 
when  he  joined  the  royal  flandard  to  extort  frora 
the  neceffities  of  the  king  any  conditions  for  Iris 
own  advantage.  Large  levies  were  diligently 
raifed  in  Switzerland  and  Germany;  yet  die  mind 
of  Henry,  amid  ft  the  hope  of  returning  fortune* 
feemsd  continually  oppreifed  by  the  fptricual  cen- 
fures  of  the  court  of  Rome ; and  it  required  the 
1 unooft  addrefs  of  die  king  of  Navarre  to  animate 
his  drooping  fpirits-;  <e  Let  us,  Sire,  ” faid  that 
prince  with  his  ufual  vivacity,  “ march  t®  Pa- 
K ti's,  and  if  we  are  victorious,  we'fhall  be  eafily 
K abfolved.  ” The  counfel  was  approved ; their 
foperior  forces,  joined  by  the  Swifs  and  Germans, 
fwept  the  revolted  towns  in  their  progrefs ; and 
fwelled  by  fiiccefs  to  near  forty  thoufand  men,  on 
the  laftof  July  they  in  veiled  the  capital  of  France. 

The  duke  of  -Mayenne,  with  four  thoufand  re- 
gular fold  iers,  endeavoured  to  confirm  the  courage 
and  conftancy  of  the  inhabitants ; hut  Henry  urged 
die  fiege  with  inceflant  ardour ; within  the  walls 
the  royalifts  were  ftill  numerous ; and  Paris  muft 
foon  have  been  reduced  to  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority of  her  fovereign,  had  not  the  punilhment 

which 
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which  her  feditious  and  turbulent  citizens  had  fo 
long  provoked  been  averted  by  the  dagger  of  af- 
faffination.  James  Clement,  a jacobin  friar,  and 
native  of  Sens,  of  ftrong  paffions  but  weak  intel- 
lects, had  eagerly  liftened  to  the  treafonable  and 
daring  difcourfes  which  the  popular  preachers  of 
the  league  daily  thundered  from  their  pulpits.  A 
difpofition,  naturally  gloomy  and  fanatical,  was  in- 
flamed to  defperation  by  thefe  intemperate  ha- 
rangues; and  either  impelled  by  that  fanguinary 
fuperflition  that  ftrongly  marks  the  times,  or 
prompted  by  perfons  of  fuperior  rank,  who  view- 
ed in  the  return  of  Henry  their  own  deftruCtion, 
he  determined  by  one  fatal  ftroke  to  extinguifh 
the  enemy  of  the  pope,  and  of  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion. With  a paffport  procured  under  falfe 
pretences  from  the  count  de  St.  Brienne,  one  of 
the  king’s  generals  then  a prifoner,  and  a letter 
forged  from  the  prefident  Harlay,  who  at  that 
time  was  confined  in  the  Baftile,  he  fet  out  from 
Paris  for  St.  Cloud,  the  royal  quarters;  on  the 
road  he  met  the  attorney  general,  and  informing 
him  that  he  had  fome  important  intelligence  to 
communicate  to  the  king  in  perfon,  Jie  was  en- 
tertained by  that  officer  at  his  houfe,  who  alfo 
engaged  to  procure  him  an  audience  of  Henry. 

The  next  morning  he  was  accordingly  intro- 
duced 
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dueed  to  the  king,  to  whom  he  preferred  his  let- 
ters ; but  while  Henry  was  attentively  occupied  in 
the  perufal  of  them,  Clement  fuddenly  plunged  a 
knife,  that  he  had  concealed  in  his  fleeve,  in  the 
bowels  of  his  unhappy  fovereign.  The  wounded 
monarch  inllantly  drew  it  out,  and  twice  ftruck 
with  it  the  aflaflin ; the  attorney  general,  with  a 
blow  of  his  fword,  extended  him  on  the  floor ; and 
the  imprudent  zeal  of  two  of  the  royal  guards  im- 
mediately difpatched  him. 

Henry  at  firlt  had  flattered  himfelf  that  his 
wound  was  not  mortal ; but  frequent  faintingsfoon 
convinced  him  of  his  approaching  end,  and  he 
prepared  to  meet  it  with  a fortitude  and  compofure 
worthy  of  his  high  fltuation.  He  fummoned  to 
his  prefence  the  king  of  Navarre,  whom  he  ten- 
derly embraced  and  declared  his  lawful  fucceffor ; 
he  exhorted  the  nobility  to  acknowledge  and  fup- 
port  their  new  fovereign ; and  expired  the  next 
morning  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
thirty-ninth  of  his  age.  In  him  was  finally  extin- 
guifhed  the  race  of  Valois ; and  his  widow  Lpuifa, 
of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain,  after  lamenting  the  un- 
timely fate  of  her  confort,  whofe  tendemefs  fhe  had 
invariably  experienced,  retired  amidft  the  diftrac- 
tions  of  her  bleeding  country  to  linger  through  a. 
life  of  twelve  years  of  blamelefs  obfcurity. 

vol.  ii.  ' R Chapter 
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Chapter  the  'Twenty-ninth . 


Accession  of  henry  the  fourth,  the  first 

KING  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  BOURBON STATE  OF 

ENGLAND  AND  SPAIN CONDUCT  OF  THE 

DUKE  OF  MAYENNE  — BATTLE  OF  YVRI  — 
SIEGE  OF  PARIS — MARCH  OF  THE  PRINCE  OF 
PARMA — ABOLITION  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SIX- 
TEEN— SIEGE  OF  ROUEN — RELIEVED  BY  THE 
PRINCE  OF  PARMA — HIS  RETREAT  FROM 
CAUDBEC HIS  DEATH  — NEGOCIATION  BE- 

TWEEN THE  KING  OF  SPAIN  AND  THE  LEAGUE 
—CONVERSION  OF  HENRY  THE  FOURTH  TO 
THE  CATHOLIC  FAITH. 


By  the  death  of  Henry  the  Third,  the  feeptre 
of  France  was  transferred  from  the  houfe  of  Va- 
lois to  that  of  Bourbon,  and  placed  in  the 
hand  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  the  fir  ft  monarch  of 
that  family.  The  religious  commotions  which 

fo 
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fo  long  had  agitated  France,  had  afflided  alfo 
great  part  of  Europe.  The  prudence  of  Eliza- 
beth had,  indeed,  fecured  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  England;  but  the  temped  had  raged  with  re- 
doubled violence  in  Scotland ; the  amiable,  but 
unfortunate,  Mary,  who  had  fought  flielter  in 
Britain  from  the  fury  of  a rude,  haughty,  and  tur- 
bulent people,  inflamed  with  a fanguinary  zeal 
for  the  dodrines  of  calvinifm,  had,  after  the  farce 
of  a public  trial,  perilhed  on  the  fcaffold  the  vic-< 
tim  of  the  female  jealoufy  of  Elizabeth.  To 
avenge  her  death,  the  king  of  Spain  filled  his 
ports  with  naval  preparations  ; but  his  fleet,  which 
from  the  fize  of  the  {hips,  and  the  ample  manner 
in  which  they  were  equipped,  obtained  the  name 
cf  the  Invincible  Armada , was  defeated  by  the 
lighter  veffels  and  fuperior  dexterity  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ; and  the  remnant  of  an  armament,  on  which 
the  treafures  of  the  Indies  and  America  had  been 
profufely  lavifhed,  (battered  by  the  winds  and 
waves,  and  purfued  by  the  triumphant  navy  of 
Elizabeth,  efcaped  with  difficulty  into  the  ports  of 
■Spain.  v 

To  the  vaft  continent  of  America,  difeovered' 
by  the  daring  genius  of  Columbus,  and  reduced 
to  fubjedion  by  the  arms  of  Cortez  and  Pizarro, 
Philip  had  fome  time  (ince  added  the  dominions 
of  Portugal.  The  people  of  that  country  had 
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firft  of  all  the  Europeans  defpifed  the  narrow  and  - 
beaten  tratt  of  navigation,  boldly  committed  them- 
felves  to  the  wide  expanfe  of  the  ocean,  eftablifhed 
their  colonies  on  the  coafl  of  Africa,  founded  new 
cities  .in  Alia,  and  planted  Rrafil,  in  America,  a 
valuable  fettlement  of  which  they  Hill  retain  pof- 
feflion.  But  their  monarch  Sebaftian,  impelled  by 
.frantic  zeal  and  romantic  valour,  had  perifhed 
waging  a fruitlefs  war  in  Africa  againft  the  difei- 
ples  of  Mahomet ; . his  crown  paffed  to  his  uncle 
Don  Henry,  a cardinal  and  a prieft ; and  on  the 
death  of  Henry,*  the  pretenfions  of  Philip,  fe- 
conded  by  the  armies  of  Spain  and  the  experience 
of  Alva,  triumphed  over  the  feebler  efforts  of  his 
competitors,  and  annexed  the  kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal to  the  dominions  of  Spain. 

But  this  acceffion  of  ftrength  had  not  enabled 

that  monarch  to  fubdue  the  revolted  provinces  of 

✓ 

the  Netherlands,  and  to  bend  to  the  yoke  the 
ftubborn  minds  of  the  Flemings.  A>  people  na- 
turally obftinaje  and  perfevering,  were  confirmed 

✓ 

in  their  oppofition  by  that  very  cruelty  which 

lnd  been  exerted  to  reduce  them ; their  habitual 

« m 

• phlegm  was  quickened  by  the  fire  and  command- 
ing genius  of  William  prince  of  Orange  ; feveral 
years  had  now  been  confirmed  in  the  important 
conflict ; and  Philip,  exafperated  by  refiftance, 
extended  his  enmity  to  :tbe  reformed  beyond  the 
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limits  of  his  own  .dominions ; he  regarded  with 
dread  a Proteftant  prince  on  the  throne  of  France ; 
and  was  determined  clofely  to  connect  himfelf 
with 'the  chiefs  of  the  league;  while  Elizabeth, 
intent  on  extirpating  the  Catholic  religion  from 
every  country  in  Europe  to  which  her  power 
and  influence  could  reach,  was  prepared  to  fupport 
a king  whole  religious  principles  were  fimilar  tp 
her  own. 

Such  were  the  flate  and  inclinations  , _ 

A.  D.  1589. 

of  the  two  mod  powerful  potentates 
in  Europe,  when  the  ftroke  of  aflaflination  dif- 
mifled  Henry  the  Third  from  a turbulent  and  • 
ignominious  reign.  His  fucceflor,  Henry  the 
Fourth,  who  had  completed  his  thirty-fifth  year,' 
and  was  equally  adorned  with  all  the  fplendid 
qualities  of  mind  and  body,  eloquent  in  council, 
intrepid  in  adtion,  fertile  in  refources  ; a great 
general,  an  undaunted  foldier,  and  a penetrating 
ftatefman,  beheld  in  a moment  a profpect  pre- 
fented  to  his  view,  which,  as  it  might  kindle  the  ' 
ambition  of  the  coldeft,  was  fufficient  to  damp 
. the  ardour  of  the  mod  afpiring  fpirit.  The  crown 
of  France,  his  right  by  defeent,  was  the  objedt 
of  his  hopes;  but  innumerable  objedts  dill  op- 
pofed  the  peaceable  pofleflion  of  it.  He  was,  in- 
deed, at  the  head  of  a confiderable  army,  but  the 
greatefl  part  of  his  troops,  as  well  as  of  his  fubr 
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jedts,  cpnfifted  of  Catholics ; his  capital  was  in  the 
hands  of  a fadlion  formidable  by  their  numbers, 
and  daring  in  their  defigns ; his  coffers  were  emp- 
ty ; and  the  moft  fertile  provinces  of  France  ac-r 
knowledged  the  authority  of  the  league, 

The  Swifs  guards,  with  their  colonel  Sanci,  firft 
faluted  Henry  as  their  fovereign ; the  marefchal 
Biron  allured  him  of  his  fidelity ; the  principal 
Catholics,  Rellegarde,  D’o,  Chateauvieux,  d’En- 
tragues,  and  Dampierre,  who  had  attached  them- 
felves  to  the  fortunes  of  the  late  king,  were  induced 
to  declare  themfelves  in  favour  of  the  prefent; 
but  the  duke  d’Epernon,  under  pretence  of  re-. 
Tenting  the  little  deference  that  was  (hown  to  him, 
retired  with  the  troops  more  immediately  under  his 
command,  and  firft  communicated  to  the  camp  the 
contagious  fpirit  of  difaffedtion. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne,  in  Paris,  was,  on  thi$ 
critical  occafion,  at  leaft  as  much  embarrafled  as 
Henry ; bur  in  a fituation  the  moft  delicate,  he 
conducted  himfelf  with  dignity  and  judgement, 
and  ju (lifted  the  favourable  opinion  which  his 
party  entertained  of  his  abilities.  He  declined 
the  dangerous  title  of  king,  which  he  was  ear- 
neftly  folicited  to  accept ; he  rejedled  a propofal 
that  was  made  to  offer  the  crown  to  Philip  of 
Spain ; but  at  the  fame  time  he  exhorted  the  peo- 
ple of  France  to  live  and  die  in  the  Catholic  reT 
i ligion^ 
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ligion,  and  as  the  king  of  Navarre  was  an  heretic, 
to  acknowledge  as  their  fovereign  the  cardinal  of 
Bourbon. 

The  defertion  of  the  duke  d’Epernon  was  foon 
followed  by  that  of  the  mod  zealous  Catholics ; 
and  Henry,  fenfible  of  the  daily  diminution  of 
his  forces,  retired  from  the  walls  of  Paris,  and 
flowly  directed  his  march  toward  Normandy.  The 
governor  of  Dieppe  opened  the  gates  of  that  city, 
and  readily  admitted  his  fovereign;  the  dfficer  to 
whom  the  league  had  entrufted  Caen,  difplayed 
the  fame  difinterefted  loyalty ; the  acquifition  of 
two  places  ftrongly  fortified,  and  provided  with 
numerous  garrifons,  which  might  long  have  re- 
filled the  efforts  of  the  royal  army,  was  highly 
acceptable  to  the  king;  who  was  now  able  to  pre- 
ferve  a free  communication  with  England,  the 
only  power  he  could  depend  upon  for  effectual 
affiftance. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne  was  equally  confcious 
of  the  importance  of  the  revolted  towns ; the 
zeal  of  the  Parifians  profufdy  fupplied  him  with 
every  pecuniary  aid ; he  drew  large  levies  of  fol- 
diers  from  Lorrain ; at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
thirty  thoufand  men  he  advanced  towards  Nor- 
many,  and  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  royal 
forces,  fcarce  amounting  to  feven  thoufand,  and 
to  reilore  Dieppe  to  the  authority  of  the  league  ; 
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his  fuperior  numbers  in  either  enterprife  mud  have 
infured  fuccefs,  had  he  rapidly  prefi'ed  forwards  ; 
but  naturally  cautious  and  flow  in  all  his  motions, 
his  dilatory  march  afforded  Henry  leifure  to  fhelter 
himfelf  under  the  walls  of  Arques.  In  that  pofi- 
tion  he  was  attacked  by  the  duke  of  Maycnne, 
who,  after  feveral  ineffectual  attempts  on  the  in- 
trenchments  of  the  royal ifls,  was  compelled  to  re- 
tire with  the  lofs  of  above  fix  hundred  men.  The 
fat  is  faction  of  Henry  at  having  repelled  fo  formi- 
dable an  antagonift,  was  heightened  by  the  wel- 
come intelligence,  that  the  Swifs  cantons,  the  re- 
public of  Venice,  and  the  queen  of  England,  had 
acknowledged  him  as  king ; and  by  the  junction 
of  four  thoufand  foldiers  whom  Elizabeth  had 
difpatched  to  his  fupport. 

With  this  reinforcement,  and  with  the  troops 
which  the  count  of  Soiflons,  the  dukes  of  Orleans 
and  Longueville,  the  marefchals  Biron  and  Au- 
mont,  led  to  his  afiiflance,  Henry  determined 
once  more  to  appear  before  the  gates  of  Paris, 
and  endeavour  to  furprife  the  unguarded  ca- 
pital. By  rapid  marches  he  outftripped  the  in- 
telligence of  his  defigns ; and  the  Parifians  were 
aftonilhed  and  intimidated  by  the  hoftile  ap- 
pearance of  a monarch,  whom  they  fondly  ex- 
pected to  have  beheld  led  through  the  flreets, 
a captive  to  the  victorious  arms  of  the  league. 

He 
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He  infulted  the  fuburbs;  cut  in  pieces  above 
thirteen  hundred  of  the  troops  of  the  league; 
and  would  probably  have  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  capital,  had  not  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  at 
that  critical  moment,  entered  Paris  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide;  prudence  allowed  Henry  no  longer  to 
pcrfift  in  befieging  a city,  always  formidable  from 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  now  defended 
by  an  army  more  numerous  than  his  own  ; he  re- 
tired to  Tours ; while  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  in 
Paris,  folemnly  proclaimed  as  king  the  captive 
cardinal  of  Bourbon?  by  the  title  of  Charles  the 
Tenth  j in  the  name  of  this  pageant  of  royalty, 
who  was  himfelf  a prifoner  to  Henry,  the  duke 
diffolved  the  council  of  union,  whofe  intemperate 
meafures  and  fecret  intrigues  with  Spain  he  had 
long  difapproved  ; and  with  the  affiftance  of  a 
privy  council  nominated  by  himfelf,  and  devoted 
to  his  will,  affumed  the  fupreme  adminiftration  of 
affairs. 

The  duke  of  Savoy,  defcended  by  his  mother 
from  Francis  the  Firft,  had  not  hefitated,  on  the 
death  of  Henry  the  Third,  to  uige  his  pretenfions 
to  the  vacant  throne  ; fenfible  of  the  vveaknefs  of 
lfis  claim,  amidft  the  general  confufion,  he  en- 
deavoured to  poffefs  himfelf  of  Provence  and 
Dauphine  : he  was  baffled  by  the  Ikill  and  vigi- 
lance of  Valette,  elder  brother  to  the  duke  d’E- 
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pernon,  who  facrifkcd  his  fortune  and  his  life  in 
the  fervice  of  his  fovereign  ; while  the  duke  him- 
felf,  without  publicly  acknowledging  the  autho- 
rity of  Henry,  adled  with  fpirit  and  fuccefs  againft 
the  league. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne,  after  the  re- 
treat of  Henry  from  Paris,  had  re- 
duced Pontoife,  twice  invefted  Meulan,  and  twice 
retired  on  the  approach  of  that  monarch.  The 
king,  in  return,  with  an  army  of  twelve  thou- 
fand  men,  laid  fiege  to  Dreux  ; and  the  walls 
were  already  lhaken  by  his  attacks,  when  he  was 
informed  that  the  army  of  the  league,  reinforced 
by  the  prince  of  Parma,  and  confifting  of  fixteen 
thoufand  veteran  foldiers,  was  advancing  towards 
him.  He  immediately  defifted  from  the  hopelefs 
enterprife,  and,  determined  to  hazard  a decifive 
engagement,  polled  himfelf  at  Yvri,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Eure.  The  duke  of  Mayenne  Hill 
•wifhed  to  avoid  committing  the  fortune  of  his 
party  to  the  fate  of  a fingle  day;  but  his, own  ir- 
refolution  was  vanquifhod  by  the  reproaches  of 
the  citizens  of  Paris,  and  by  the  daring  counfels 
and  prefumptuous  vaunts  of  count  Egmont,  whofc 
father  had  perifhed  the  vidlim  of  the  jealoufy  of 
Philip,  and  of  the  cruelty  of  the  duke  of  Alva. 
Yet  the  fon  had  difplayed  undaunted  zeal  and 
unlhaken  loyalty  in  the  caufe  of  the  tyrant : and, 
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irtflamedr'with  religious  enmity  towards  the  re- 
formed, had  been  detached  by  the  prijice  of  Par- 
ma to  the  fupport  of  the  Catholic  arms.  He 
boafted  that  the  cavalry  which  he  led  were  able 
alone  to  encounter  and  vanquifh  the  royal  army ; 
and  the  duke  of  Mayenne  reluctantly  yielded  to 
his  impetuous  courage.  The  conflict  was  long 
obftinately  maintained  ; but  the  fuperictr  genius 
of  Henry  at  length  prevailed.  Count  Egmont, 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  detachment,  perilhed 
on  the  field ; two  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the 
leaguers  were  involved  in  the  fame  fate ; and  the 
duke  of  Mayenne,  after  having  difcharged  the 
feveral  duties  of  a general  and  a foldier,  efcaped 
with  difficulty  from  the  fword  of  the  conqueror. 
The  Swifs,  who  amidft  the  general  rout  alone 
preferved  their  ranks  and  reputation,  confented  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  king ; but  Henry  was 
prevented  from  immediately  improving  his  advan- 
tage by  the  difirefled  flate  of  his  finances ; he  buf- 
fered himfelf  to  be  amufed  by  a fallacious  negocia- 
tion ; and  it  was  not  till  near  two  months  after- 
wards, that  he  marched  to,  and  blocked  up,  the 
city  of  Paris. 

About  this  time  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon,  his 
competitor  for  the  crown,  funk  into  the  grave, 
expreffing  in  his  lafl:  moments  his  regard  for  his 
fyjccefsful  rival,  and  confcious  of  the  interefted 
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views  of  thofe  who.  had  affafled  to  elevate  him  to 
a throne ; yet  his  name  for  feveral  years,  after  his 
death,  was  ufed  to  fan&ion  the  deflgns  of  the 
league,-  and  to  nourifh  the  flame  of  rebellion. 
The  Pariflans  dill  difplayed  the  fame  implacable 
enmity  towards  their  fovereign ; and  the  duke  of 
Nemours,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of 
the  capital,  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  valour 
and  conducl.  Even  the  ecclefiaflics  on  this  occa--, 
fion  forgot  the  peaceable  tenets  of  their  religion ; 
and,  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  the  doyfter, 
formed  themfelves  into  a regiment,  under  the 
command  of  the  legate  of  the  court  of  Rome. 
This  holy  corps  could  have  added  but  little  real 
flrength  to  the  caufe  in  which  it  armed ; and  Paris 
derived  more  effectual  advantage  from  the  hurrn-^ 
nity  of  her  fovereign,  whom  it  continued  thus  ob- 
flinately  to  refill: ; famine  and  peflilence  began  at-  * 
ready  to  flalk  at  large  through  the  flreets ; and 
the  duke  of  Nemours,  to  avoid  the  inftant  confe- 
quences  of  the  former,  commanded  the  aged  and 
infirm  to  leave  the  city  ; ' had  Henry  refufed  a paf- 
fage  through  his  lines  to  thefe  unhappy  wretches, 
it  is  more  than  probable  his  capital  muft  have  fur- 
rendered  ; but  his  natural  clemency  prevailed  over 
the  fuggeftions  of  ambition  ; and  he  rejected  the 
counfels  of  his  officers,  who  advifed  him  to  drive 
them  back  with  the  Evord ; yet  even  this  could 
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only  for  a fhort  time  alleviate,  but  not  extinguifh 
their  mifery  ; the  cry  of  peace,  or  bread,  refound* 
ed  through  the  ftreets ; and  the  refolution  of  the 
duke  of  Nemours  muft  have  yielded  to  the  cla- 
mours of  a ravenous  and  diforderly  multitude, 
when  the  fainting  fpirits  of  the  leaguers  were 
again  revived  by  the  approach  of  the  duke  of 
Mayenne  and  the  prince  of  Parma. 

In  the  fpace  of  the  lad  month  famine  had  con- 
fumed  above  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris ; each  feeling  of  nature  was  overborne  by 
the  preffure  of  immediate  d id  refs ; at  the  im- 
perious call  of  hunger  mothers  are  reported  to 
have  prolonged  a guilty  life  by  feeding  on  the 
difmembered  limbs  of  their  offspring.  With 
mingled  horror  and  companion  * Henry  turned 
from  his  polluted  capital ; and  impatient,  amidd 
the  tumult  of  battle,  of  effacing  from  his.  mind 
the  inhuman  fcenes  he  had  witneffed,  directed  his 
march  towards  the  prince  of  Parma ; that  able 
commander  at  Meaux  had  joined  the  duke  of 
Mayenne  with  fourteen  thoufand  foot  and  three 
thoufand  horfe,  and  their  confederate  forces  com- 
pofed  an  army  of  twenty-four  thoufand  infantry, 
and  near  twelve  thoufand  cavaliy ; but  the  foie 
objedt  of  the  prince  was  to  relieve  Paris,  and  lie 
determined  to  accomplifh  it,  if  podible,  without 
hazarding  a general  engagement.  To  a defiance 
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from  the  king  of  France,  to  put  an  end  to  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  kingdom  by  a decisive  aft  ion,  he 
coolly  replied,  that  he  was  accuftomed  to  fight  only 
when  he  thought  proper  hirnfelf,  and  not  when  it 
was  convenient  for  his  enemies ; and  by  a feries  of 
feilful  operations,  which  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  Henry  hirnfelf,  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
his  adverfary ; ftormed  within  his  very  fight  tire 
walls  of  Lagni,  fwept  away  the  garrifons  of  St. 
Maur  and  Charenton,  and  once  more  poured  plen- 
ty into  the  famiflied  capital. 

Though  Henry  hirnfelf  could  not  but  applaud 
the  fkill  and  conduft  of  the  prince  of  Parma,  yet 
his  generous  fpirit  was  feverely  mortified  by  the 
difappointment.  Paris  was  ravifhed  from  his 
grafp,  at  the  moment  that  his  hand  was  ftretched 
out  to  feize  it ; the  fuperior  dexterity  of  his  anta- 
gonill  had  wounded  his  reputation,  and  evaded 
his  endeavours  to  force  him  to  a battle  ; his  own 
army  was  greatly  weakened  by  ficknefs  and  the 
fatigues  of  a long  campaign  ; the  ravaged  coun- 
try could  no  longer  fupply  the  neceflary  fubfifl- 
ence ; his  exchequer  was  exhaufted  ; the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry,  who  ferved  him  at  their  own  ex- 
pence, were  difeontented  and  impatient  to  de- 
part ; and  he  was  compelled,  though  reluftantly, 
to  embrace  the  only  expedient  that  remained  ; he 
retired  to  St.  Denys,  difbanded  the  greateft  part  of 
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his  forces,  difmified  his  principal  adherents  to  the 
protection  of  the  provinces  in  which  their  int evert, 
lay,  and  with  a flying  army  of  his  beft  troops  pre- 
pared to  watch  the  motions  of  the  prince  of 
Parma. 

Thar  general,  after  the  relief  of  Paris,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  league,  inverted  Corbeil ; which,  though  de- 
fended with  gallantry,  was  taken  by  affault.  The 
prince,  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the  Catholic 
leaders  towards  the  king  of  Spain,  propofed  to 
garrifon  it  with  his  Walloon,  or  Italian  troops; 
but  this  offer  was  rejected  with  indignation  by  the 
duke  of  Mayenne  and  his  confederates ; and  the 
manner  of  their  refufal  clearly  difeovered  rheir 
jealoufy  and  fufpicion  of  Philip.  The  prince 
confirmed  in  his  opinion,  that  the  moment  was 
not  yet  arrived  of  avowing  the  ambitious  defigns 
of  his  mafter,  and  influenced  flirt  more  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafon,  the  fickly  ftate  of  his 
troops,  the  want  of  money  and  provifions,  deter- 
mined, notvvithftanding  the  importunities  of  the 
Catholic  chiefs,  to  return  into  the  Netherlands; 
and  to  leave  the  contending  parties  to  exhauft 
their  ftrength,  in  mutual  animofity,  in  hopes  their 
weaknefs  hereafter  would  deliver  them  an  eafy 
prey  to  Spain. 

Left  the  Catholics  might  be  overpowered  in  his 
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abfence  by  the  fupcrioj  genius  of  the  king  of 
France,  the  prince  left  for  their  fupport  a body  of 
fix  thoufand  men,  and  with  the  reft  of  his  troops 
began  his  march  towards  the  Netherlands ; but 
he  was  fenfible  that  fo  enterprifing  a commander 
as  Henry,  however  his  weaknefs  had  compelled 
him  to  remain  a peaceable  fpedtator  of  his  late 
operations,  would  not  fail  to  obferve  his  retreat 
with  a vigilant  eye.  That  he  might  accomplifh 
without  lofs  this  arduous  defign,  he  drew  up  his 
army  in  four  divifions,  and  marched  always  in 
order  of  battle ; the  country  through  which  he 
palTed  was  diligently  in  the  morning  reconnoitred 
by  his  light  cavalry,  and  his  army  each  night  was 
fecured  bv  ftrong  intrench  merits. 

The  moment  that  Henry  was  informed  of  the 
intended  route  of  his  adverfary,  he  collected  a 
fmall  but  feleft  body  of  troops;  and  impatient  to 
efface  his  difgrace  before  Paris  and  Lagni,  conti- 
nually hovered  round  and  harafled  the  forces  of 
Spain ; his  bravery  and  vigilance  were  difplayed 
in  incefl’ant  attacks ; but  in  the  pafiage  of  the 
river  Aine  his  ardour  precipitated  him  amidft  the 
thickeft  of  the  enemy,  and  he  mull  either  have 
perifhed,  or  furrendered  to  the  multitude  that  fur- 
rounded  him,  had  he  not  been  difengaged  by  the 
active  gallantry  of  baron  Biron,  fon  to  the  marefc 
chal ; yet  his  danger,  inftcad  of  depreffing, 
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feemed  only  to  inflame  his  enterpriflng  fpirit,  The. 
length  of  the  march,  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and 
the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  all  contributed 
to  fecond  his  attempts,  and  to  increafe  the  diftrefs 
of  the  enemy  ; but  every  obflacle  vanifhed  before 
the  prudence  and  fkill  of  the  prince  of  Parma ; 
and,  without  any  confiderable  lofs,  he  triumphant- 
ly conduced  his  troops  into  the  province  of  Hai- 
nault. 

The  mortification  of  Henry  at  beholding  his 
rival  thus  efcape  with  impunity,  was  increafed  by 
the  fuccefs  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  in  Provence,  and 
by  the  unfeafonable  death  of  pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth. 
The  former  reduced  Frejus  and  Antibes,  and  en- 
tered Aix  in  triumph ; the  latter  expired  at  the  , 
moment  that  he  had  determined  to  break  with  the 

f 

Spaniards,  and  to  urge  by  arms  the  claim  of  the 
court  of  Rome  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ; Urban 
the  Seventh,  his  tranfient  fucceflor,  within  a few 
months  funk  alfo  into  the  grave  ; and  the  vacant 
apoftolical  chair  was  filled  with  Gregory  the  Four- 
teenth, by  birth  a Spaniard,  and  the  moft  implaca- 
ble enemy  of  Henry.  He  inflantly  declared  that 
monarch  an  heretic,  abfolved  his  fubje&s  from 
their  allegiance,  and  involved  them  in  the  cenfures 
of  the  church,  unlefs  they  quitted  the  impious 
party  they  had  efpoufed. 
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A D ^ But  the  magnanimity  of  Henry 
feemed  to  rife  in  proportion  to  the  diffi- 
culties that  prefented  themfelves;  baffled  in  re- 
peated attempts  to  furprife  the  city  of  Paris,  he  ftill 
maintained  his  fuperiority  in  the  field ; a fupply  of 
money  and  ammunition  from  England  enabled 
him  foon  after  to  befiege  Chartres.  In  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  city  Francis  de  Coligni,  fon  to  the  ce- 
lebrated admiral,  difplayed  qualities  which  pro- 
mifed  even  to  furpafs  thofe  of  his  father ; and  his 
death  foon  after  was  univerfally  deplored  by  the 
Calvinilts,  who  were  permitted  to  behold,  and  to 
lament  the  lofs  of,  his  virtues.  From  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  Chartres,  the  king  directed  his  attacks  to 
Noyon,  which  was  compelled  to  furrende-r  even  in 
the  fight  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne. 

The  elcape  of  the  young  duke  of  Guife  from 
the  callle  of  Tours,  in  which  he  had  been  confined 
ever  fince  his  father’s  death,  increafed  the  number 
of  Henry's  enemies;  but  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 
on  his  fide,  found  himfelf  almoft  equally  embar- 
rafied  with  thofe  who  profefied  themfelves  his 
moll  zealous  friends.  The  council  of  fixteen  had 
again  affiimed  the  government  of  the  capital ; and 
inflamed  with  religious  and  political  fury,  had 
caufed,  on  a frivolous  charge,  and  without  the 
form  of  a trial,  the  prefident,  and  two  of  the  coun- 
fellors,  to  be  feized  and  executed.  On  informa- 
tion 
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don  of  this  outrage,  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  with  a 
felecl  body  of  troops,  haftily  returned  from  Picar- 
dy ; feverely  reproached  the  council  for  their  info- 
lence  and  temerity  ; and  as  an  example  to  the  reft, 
commanded  four  of  the  moft  guilty  to  be  inftantly 
hung  up  in  his  hall.  The  furvivors,  intimidated 
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by  the  fate  of  their  companions,  gladly  withdrew 
to  their  original  obfcurity. 

The  forces  of  Henry  had  been  fwelled  by  fix- 
teen  thoufand  Germans,  levied  by  the  vifcount 
du  Turenne,  and  were  reinforced  by  four  thoufand 
Englifh,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Eflex ; and 
the  king  of  France,  with  an  army  of  nearly  thirty 
thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  laid  liege  to  Rouen,  the 
capital  of  Normandy.  That  city  was  defended 
with  the  higheft  intrepidity  and  Ikill  by  the  Sieur 
de  Villars ; but  there  was  little  probability  that  he 
would  be  Ions  able  to  relift  fo  formidable  a force, 
dircfted  by  fo  able  a commander  as  Henry.  The 
duke  of  Mayenne,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  this 
important  place,  folicited  the  aftiftance  of  the  king 
of  Spain  ; and  the  prince  of  Parma  was  again 
Commanded  to  enter  France,  and  endeavour  to 
preferve  Rouen.  • . . 

He  began  his  march  about  the  middle  of  De- . 
cember,  and  his  army,  when  joined  by  that  of 
the  duke  of  Mayenne,  might  confift  of  twenty- 
five  thoufand  infantry,  and  fix  thoufand  cavalry* 

8 2 Henry 
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Henry  informed  of  his  approach,  and  unwilling 
to  relinquifh  his  hopes  of  a city  which  he  daily 
expefrfd  would  capitulate,  left  his  foot  to  profe- 
cute  the  fiege,  and  with  his  horfe  advanced  to  re- 
tard the  progrefs  of  the  prince.  But  his  ardour 
on  this  occafion  precipitated  him  into  a danger 
the  moft  lively  and  imminent ; having  with  four 
hundred  horfe  outftripped  the  reft  of  his  fqua- 
drons,  he  fell  in  with  the  van  of  the  Spaniards, 
near  the  town  of  Aumale.  Thefe  he  charged  and 
repulfed  ; and  purfued  his  advantage  till  he  deeply 
engaged  himfelf  with  the  adverfe  ranks;  for  fome 
time  he  continued  fighting  defperately,  till  wound- 
ed in  the  reins,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  compa- 
nions killed  by  his  fide,  he  effected  a retreat, 
which  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to 
have  accomplilhed,  had  not  the  prince  of  Parma, 
fufpicious  of  an  ambufeade,  called  off  his  troops. 

The  forces  of  the  confederates,  though  incef- 
fantly  haraffed  and  repeatedly  attacked,  had  now 
penetrated  within  two  days  march  of  Rouen, 
when  they  were  furprifed  by  the  agreeable  in- 
telligence that  the  governor  had  availed  himfelf 
of  the  abfence  of  the  king,  Tallied  from  the  town, 
and  deftroyed  the  works  and  cut  in  pieces  great 
numbers  of  the  hefiegers ; marefchal  Biron  him- 
felf, who  commanded,  was  wounded,  and  Vil- 
lars,  who  afpired  to  the  glory  of  raifing  the  fiege 
a without 
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without  the  afliftance  of  the  Spaniards,  added,  that 
if  his  garrifon  was  reinforced,  he  expe&ed  to  de- 
fend the  town  for  feveral  months  longer.  Though 
the  prince  of  Parma  was  of  opinion  that  he  ftill 
ought  to  purfue  his  march,  and  attack  the  royaiifts 
before  they  had  recovered  from  their  confufion, 
yet  he  yielded  to  the  counfels  of  the  duke  of  May- 
enne,  and  after  detaching  eight  hundred  chofen 
men  to  Rouen,  he  turned  afide  into  Picardy,  and 
invefted  St.  Efprit  de  Rue. 

The  king  himfelf  was  no  fooner  in- 
formed of  this  refolution  than  he  re-  A*  D*  ,59*' 
turned  to  prefs  the  fiege  of  Rouen  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  The  lofs  that  he  had  fuf- 

. i 

tained  was  amply  fupplied  by  cannon  and  am- 
munition from  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and  Vil- 
lars,  in  a few  weeks  reduced  to  diftrefs,  was 
again  compelled  to  implore  the  relief  of  the 
prince  of  Parma.  That  general  immediately 
telinquifhed  the  fiege  of  St.  Efprit  de  Reu,  and 
rapidly  prefted  forwards  towards  Rouen.  Though 
Henry  could  not  conceal  his  mortification  at 
being  thus  obliged  twice  to  abandon  a place 
which  he  had  daily  expected  to  occupy,  yet 
confcious  of  the  inferior  numbers  of  his  own 
army,  he  retired  from  the  inaufpicious  walls, 
and  waited  at  Pont  de  V Arche  the  return  of  his 
nobility  ; who,  on  the  former  occafion,  feeing  np 
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immediate  profpcdt  of  a battle,  had  left  his  camp, 
and  withdrawn  to  their  refpedive  provinces. 

The  prince  of  Parma,  after  entering  Rouen  in 
triumph,  led  his  army  againft  Caudbec,  the  re- 
duction of  which  was  thought  neceffafy  to  com- 
plete the  deliverance  of  the  former  city ; but  as 
he  marked  in  perfon  the  ground  for  the  batteries, 

he  received  a wound  in  his  arm  from  a mulket 

. 

ball.  A fever  attended  the  wound  ; and  he  fcarce 
on  his  recovery  had  pofleffed  himfeif  of  Caud- 
bec, before  he  was  fenfible  that  his  own  army 
was  expofed  to  a greater  danger  than  that  from 
which  he  had  relieved  the  citizens  of  Rouen. 
Caudbec  is  fituated  in  the  peninfula  Caux,  formed 
by  the  Seine  on  the  weft,  and  the  fea  and  the  river 
d’Eu  qn  the  north  and  eaft ; and  the  king  was  no 
fooner  informed  that  the  prince  had  committed 
his  forces  within  the  narrow  limits  of  Caux,  than 
he  prepared  to  efface  by  a fignal  revenge  the  me- 
mory of  his  former  difappointments.  The  nobi- 
lity at  his  fummons  had  repaired  with  alacrity  to 
his  ftandard  ; his  army  by  their  ready  appearance 

was  increafed  to  feventeen,  thoufand  foot  and 

- 

eight  thoufand  horfe.  He  already  pofleffed  the 
towns  of.  Eu,  Arques,  and  Dieppe,  which  com- 
manded the  eaftern  entrance  into  the  peninfula; 
and  after  feveral  fharp  encounters,  he  occupied 
the  defiles  to  the  fouth  by  which  the  Spaniards 
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had  entered.  With  more  than  ufual  precaution 
he  fortified  his  camp  againft  the  defpair  of  the 
enemy ; and  the  prince  of  Parma’s  health  no 
fooner  enabled  him  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of 
the  royalifts,  than  he  was  convinced  no  other 
expedient  remained  than  to  tranfport  his  troops 
acrofs  the  Seine.  To  pafs  the  broad  and  rapid 
ftream  of  that  river,  with  fo  confiderable  an  army 
incumbered  with  artillery  and  baggage,  and  in 
fight  of  a vigilant  and  powerful  adveifary,  ap- 
peared to  the  duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  moft  ex- 
perienced  officers  utterly  impracticable ; but  no 
difficulties  could  deprefs  the  bold  and  inventive 
genius  of  the  prince  of  Parma.  He  collected 
from  Rouen  a number  of  boats  and  rafts ; he 
cleared  by  his  cannon  the  Seine  of  the  Dutch  (hips 
which  occupied  it;  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  rifing 
grounds  between  him  and  the  royalifts,  which 
fcreened  his  motions  from  the  fight  of  Henry  ; he 
feized  the  favourable  moment  of  a thick  mift,  and 
while  his  cavalry  threatened  a ferious  attack  on 
the  works  of  the  enemy,  his  infantry,  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  baggage,  fafely  eroded  the  river ; they 
were  rapidly  followed  by  the  horfe  ; and  the  rear 
was  fe'cured  from  lofs  or  inful t by  two  batteries 
which  he  had  judicioufly  ereCIed. 

Henry  had  for  feveral  days  flattered  himfelf 
with  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  gaining  a deci- 
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live  vi&ory,  and  his  mortification  was  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  confidence  of  his  former  expe&ations. 
His  rival  had  again  eluded  his  efforts,  and  pof- 
feffed  himfelf  in  his  retreat  to  the  Netherlands  of 
Epernai,  while  the  duke  of  Mayenne  with  a part 
of  his  forces  had  entered  Rouen.  The  exhaufted 
ftate  of  the  king’s  finances  had  compelled  him  to 
difband  the  majority  of  his  army ; on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Anjou  the  prince  of  Conti  was  defeated 
by  the  duke  of  Mercceur,  a zealous  leaguer,  and 
a younger  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain  ; Eper- 
nai was  indeed  recovered  by  the  royal  ids,  but  the 
acquilition  was  attended  with  the  death  of  the 
marefchal  Biron,  whofe  career  of  military  glory 
was  terminated  by  a cannon  ball.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  Dauphine,  Lefdaguieres,  who  had  firmly 
attached  himfelf  to  the  fortunes  of  Henry,  van- 
quifhed  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  purfued  him  to 
the  very  gates  of  Turin  ; and  the  duke  of  Joyeufe, 
who  commanded  in  Languedoc  an  army  of  feven 
thoufand  men  in  the  fervice  of  the  league,  was 
routed  by  the  royal  troops  under  Themines,  and 
raiferably  perifhed  with  the  greatefl  part  of  his  fol- 
lowers in  the  waters  of  the  Tarn. 

The  league  was  induced  by  thefe  difafters  to  fo- 
licit  again  the  afliftance  of  Spain  ; and  the  prince 
of  Parma  was  once  more  commanded  to  march 
to  the  fuppoit  of  the  Catholic  caufe.  ' But  the 
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conftitution  of  that  able  commander  was  already 
fatally  impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  fourteen  fuc- 
ceffive  campaigns ; the  wound  which  he  had  re- 
ceived before  Caudbec  had  never  properly  healed ; 
and  while  he  applied  with  his  wonted  affiduity  to 
haften  the  necefiary  preparations  for  his  expedi- 
tion, his  death  deprived  the  king  of  Spain  of  a 
fubjedt  whofe  fagacity  and  penetration  had  re- 
united to  his  crown  great  part  of  the  Netherlands, 
and  delivered  the  king  of  France  from  a rival 
whofe  fplendid  military  talents  had  fo  often  baffled 
his  beft  concerted  enterprifes.  On  his  deceafe,  the 
government  of  the  Netherlands  was  committed 
to  count  Peter  Erneft  of  Mansfveldt,  whofe  fon 
Charles  led  a Spanifh  army  *of  feven  thoufand  ve- 
teran foldiers  to  the  fupport  of  the  league ; and 
after,  in  conjunction  with  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 
reducing  Noyon,  returned  to  Flanders. 

Philip  had  hitherto  lavifhed  his 
treafures  and  the  blood  of  his  fub-  A D'  ’ 5,3> 
jects  to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  war  in  France; 
but  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  had  yet  been  attend- 
ed with  no  permanent  advantage,  and  he  now  en- 
deavoured by  negociation  to  fecure  in  his  family 
the  crown,  the  objedt  of  his  ambition.  His  im- 
portunity had  prevailed  on  the  duke  of  Mayenne 
to  affemble  the  ftates  at  Paris,  and  the  duke  of 
Feria,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  endeavoured  to 

perfuade 
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perfuade  the  deputies  to  place  Ifabelle,  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  royal  mailer,  on  the  throne.  Though 
even  the  moll  bigoted  Catholics  abhorred  a mea- 
fure  which  mud  have  rendered  France,  in  fa<fl,  a 
province  of  Spain,  yet  confcious  they  were  unable 
to  contend  with  Henry,  unlefs  fupported  by  Phi- 
lip, they  ftudioully  concealed  their  averfion,  and 
exprellcd  an  affefted  folicitude  in ' regard  to  the 
peafon  whom  the  latter  prince  might  name  for  his 
daughter’s  cqnfort.  The  archduke  of  Auflria  they 
vnanimoufly  rejefted,  and  declared  that  they 
never  would  fubmit  to  her  union  with  a foreign 
prince.  The  young  duke  of  Guife,  the  next 
objeft  of  Philip’s  choice,  was  endeared  to  them 
by  the  name  and  popularity  of  his  father ; but 
the  duke  of  Mayenne  beheld  with  fecret  difguft 
his  nephew  preferred  before  his  fon  ; while  out- 
wardly he  profeffed  the  higheft  fatisfaiflion  at  the 
propofal,  he  privately  determined  to  traverfe  it; 
and  infilled,  both  for  the  honour  of  the  king  of 
Spain  and  for  the  fafety  of  the  duke  of  Guife, 
that  the  election  of  Ifabella  fhould  be  deferred  till 
an  army  was  affembled  fufficient  to  overwhelm 
her  enemies,  and  to  firmly  eftablifn  her  on  the 
throne. 

But  while  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  Catholic 
chiefs  were  bewildered  in  an  endlefs  labyrinth  of 
negotiation,  both  were  furprifed  by  an  event  as 

important 
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important  as  it  was  unexpected.  Henry  had  be- 
held with  anxiety  the  afiembly  of  the  ftates,  and 
dreaded  the  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne  with 
the  court  of  Spain.  He  perceived  the  religious 
prejudices  of  the  Catholics  were  confirmed  by  a fe-. 
ries  of  long  and  bloody  hoftilities ; thofe  who  hi- 
therto a<5ted  with  him,  had  been  deluded  by  the 
hopes  of  his  converfion  ; their  patience  was  now 
• exhaufted  ; and  they  publicly  fuggefted  the  necef- 
fity  of  transferring  their  allegiance  to  the  cardinal- 
of  Bourbon,  the  coufin  of  the  king;  defirous  of 
delivering  his  people  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
the  humanity  of  Henry  co-operated  with  his  am- 

, , * ^ J * i * r r *■ 

bition ; even  the  mod  diftinguifhed  of  the  Protef- 
tant  leaders,  and  his  favourite  Rofny,  afterwards 
better  known  by  the  title  of  duke  of  Sully,  ex- 
horted him 'to  confult  thehappinefs  of  his  fubjeds, 
and  to  relinquith  a faith  which  he  only  could  main-  * 
tain  amidfc  feenes  of  blood  and  devaftation.  In 
eonfequence  of  this  advice,  Henry  invited  the  Ca- 
tholic divines  throughout  his  kingdom  to  come 
and  inftruft  him  in  their  religion ; and  after  being 
prefent  at  feveral  conferences,  he  profefled  himfelf 
fatisfied  with  their  argument,  heard  mafs  ^t  St. 
Denys,  read  aloud  his  confeffion  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  and  declared  his  refolutiop  conflantly  to 
maintain  and  defend  it.  . 
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Chapter  the  Thirtieth. 


CORONATION  OF  HENRY  AT  CHARTRES IS  AD- 

MITTED INTO  PARIS  — ACQUIRES  ROUEN  — 

SIEGE  OF  LAON SUBMISSION  OF  THE  DUKE 

OF  GUISE ATTEMPT  ON  THE  LIFE  OF  HENRY 

BY  JOHN  CHATEL — TREATY  WITH  THE  DUKE 

OF  MAYENNE ABSOLUTION  FROM  THE  SEE 

OF  ROME — CALAIS  TAKEN  BY  THE  SPANIARDS 
— SURPRISE  OF  AMIENS THAT  CITY  RECO- 

VERED, AND  THE  EXTINCTION  OF  THE  LEAGUE 
PEACE  OF  VERVINS. 


T H E converfion  of  Henry  ought 
A.  D.  1593.  jiave  enfured  the  fubmiffion  of  his 
Catholic  fubjedts  ; but  the  embers  of  civil  com- 
motion which  had  been  waked  . into  life  by  the 
breath  of  religion,  were  now  fanned  by  that  of  am- 
bition ; and  the  voice  of  the  pope,  which  might 
have  extinguilhed,  {till  continued  to  nourifti  the 

deftruc- 
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definitive  flame.  Gregory  die  Fourteenth  was 
indeed  no  more,  and  Innocent  the  Ninth,  who 
with  the  power  feemed  to  have  fucceeded  to  the 
implacable  difpofition  of  his  predecefTor,  had  alfo 
funk  into  the  grave ; but  Clement  the  Eighth, 
who  had  been  elected  to  the  honours  of  the  ponti- 
ficate, {till  refufed  to  admit  the  ambafladors  of 
Henry,  or  to  relieve  him  from  the  fentence  of 
excommunication  which  had  been  pronounced 
againft  him. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  Spanifh  mini- 
flers,  alarmed  at  the  intelligence  that  Henry  had 
entered  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  church,  refumed 
their  intrigues  with  redoubled  vigour.  They  re- 
prefented  it  to  the  people  merely  as  a political 
device  to  evade  the  election  of  a Catholic  prince ; 
and  they  perfuaded  a number  of  their  adherents 
to  fwear  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  Henry 
for  king,  unlefs  his  converfion  was  ratified  by 
the  pope;  while  at  the  fame  time  they  employed 
their  influence  to  confirm  the  inflexible  difpofition 
of  the  fee  of  Rome.  Philip  was  now  more  fenfi- 
ble  than  ever  of  his  error  in  connecting  himfelf 
with  the  duke  of  Guile,  a young  nobleman  of 
little  weight,  in  preference  to  the  duke  of  May- 
enne ; he  ordered  his  miniflers  to  acquaint  that 
powerful  leader,  that  on  mature  confideration  he 
had  changed  his  intentions,  and  was  determined 

to 
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to  bellow  the  hand  of  his  daughter  Ifabella  on  his 
fon. 

But  while  Philip  and  the  chiefs  of  the  league 

endeavoured  to  forrify  themfelves  againfl  the  in- 

creafing  influence  of  the  king  of  France,  the 

hand  of  an  obfcure  enthufiaft,  who  earned  a daily 

and  flender  pittance  as  a waterman  on  the  Loire, 

Was  already  prepared  to  extinguifh  their  fears 

with  the  life  of  his  fovereign.  James  Barrier, 

for  fuch  was  the  name  of  the  unhappy  bigot, - 

had  communicated  his  intentions  to  feveral  of  the 

moil  zealous  ecclefiaflics,  who  had  efpoufed  the 

party  of  the  league,  and  their  exhortations  had 

confirmed  his  refolution  ; at  length  he  revealed 

them  to  a dominican  friar  at  Lyons,  who  ftruck 

with  horror  at  the  crime,  contrived  to  tranfmit 

to  the  king,  with  the  picture  of  the  aflaflin,  an1 

account  of  the  atrocious  deed  that  he  meditated. 

From  the  refemblance  of  the  portrait.  Barrier 
* 

was  difcovered  and  apprehended  at  Meulan  ; and 
after  confefiing  his  guilt,  and  in  vain  endeavour- 
ing to  impeach  the  count  of  Soiflons  as  having 
flimulated  him  to  the  attempt,  was  executed  as  a 
traitor. 

/ * . . 

Though  the  enmity  of  the  league  was  but  little 

abated,  their  refources  were  in  a great  meafure 
exhaufted  ; they  had  fclicited,  and  Henry  had 
confentcd  to  a truce  for  three  months ; this  was 
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afterwards  extended  to  fix  more ; and  the  fweets 
of  tranquillity  which  the  people  in  this  interval  * 
had  rafted,  rendered  them  ftill  more  aver fe  to 
plunge  ag^rn  into  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
defcription  .of  fcenes,  clouded  by  ariarch'y,  and 
where  an  independent  intereft  was  maintained  in 
aimoft  every  different  province,  cannot  fail  of  fa- 
tiguing the  patience  of  the  reader.  The  duke  of 
Savoy  was  routed  again  by  Lefdiguieres,  who 
alfo  difperfed  an  army  of  three  thoufand  Spaniards 
on  the  frontiers,  and  checked  in  Provence  the  ar- 
rogance of  the  duke  d’Epernon  ; but  Languedoc 
alone  amidft  the  general  diffraction  was  exempted 
from  the  miferies  which  had  afflicted  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom  ; and  the  prudence  of  the  marefchal 
Montmorency,  which  had  fecured  the  peace  of 
that  province,  was  rewarded  by  the  king  with  the 
fword  of  conftable. 

In  vain  did  the  intrigues  of  the  A 
court  of  Spain  and  . Rome  endeavour  S9+ 

to  allay  that  fatisfadiion  with  which  every  honeft 
Catholic  in  France  had  heard  the  news  of  their  fo- 
vereign’s  converfion  to  the  faith  they  profeffed. 
Lewis  de  FHofpital,  marquis  of  Vitri,  had  on 
the  death  of  Henry  the  Third  withdrawn  himfelf 
from  the  prefent  king,  and  was  by  the  league  en- 
trufted  .with  the  city  of  Meaux.  He  had  fre- 
quently, but  in  vain,  importuned  the  duke  of 

Mayen  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


272 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


Mayenne  to  terminate  by  a peace  the  calamities  of 
France  ; but  no  fooner  did.  Henry  abjure  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  than  he  determined  to  follow  the 
didates  of  his  confcience,  and  to  rt  turn  to  his  al- 
legiance. He  commanded  his  garrifon  to  eva- 
cuate the  town,  and  when  he  delivered  the  keys 
to  the  magiftrates,  “ I fcorn,”  faid  he,  “ to  fteal 
“ a place,  or  to  make  my  fortune  at  other  men’s 
“ expence ; I am  going  to  pay  my  duty  to  the 
“ king,  and  I leave  it  in  your  power  to  ad  as  you 
“ pleafe.”  This  fhort,  but  animated  harangue 
was  attended  by  the  acclamations  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  air  refounded  with  “ Long  life  to 
“ Henry  the  Fourth ! ” The  flame  of  loyalty 
once  kindled,  foon  imparted  its  warmth  to  the 
moft  diftant  pans  of  the  kingdom ; and  the  exam- 
ple of  Meaux  was  followed  by  the  cities  of  Pon- 
toife,  Orleans,  Bourges,  and  Lyons,  which  fhook 
off  the  yoke  of  the  league,  and  acknowledged  the 
authority  of  Henry. 

The  king  determined  to  embrace  the  moment 
of  returning  profperity  to  celebrate  his  corona- 
tion ; Rheims  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  Chartres  was  preferred  for  that  im- 
portant ceremony.  It  was  performed  by  Nicholas 
de  Thou,  bilhop  of  that  city  ; and  was  graced  by 
the  prefence  of  the  prince  of  Conti,  and  count 
of  Soiffons,  with  the  dukes  of  Montpenfier,  Lux- 
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emburgh,  Retz,  and  Ventadour ; it  was  fcarce  ac- 
complifhed,  before  a new  event  engroffed  the  -at- 
tention of  Henry ; and  while  it  diftipated  the  ,vi~ 
fionary  proje&s  of  his  ad  verfaries,  Teemed  firmly 
to  fix  the  crown  on  his  head.  ■ • 

i 

The  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  and  the 
terror  of  a Spanifh  garrifon,  had  hitherto  reftrained 
the  fickle  difpofition  of  the  Parifians,  and  main- 
tained the  authority  of  the  league  ; but  the  difor- 
ders  of  Picardy  fummoned  the  duke  to  that  pro- 
vince ; he  had  before  deprived  the  count  of  Belin, 
•whofe  inclinations  he  perceived  to  lean  fecredy  to- 
wards the  king,  of  the  government  of  the  capital, 
and  now  conferred  it  on  Charles  de  Cofse,  count 
of  Briffac.  That  nobleman,  imprefled  with  an 
high  and  romantic  refpcd  for  the  commonwealth 
of  Rome,  the  hiflory  of  which  he  had  diligently 
ftudied,  entertained  the  lingular  and  chimerical 
project  of  forming  Franc  e into  a fimilar  republic. 

His  defigns  had  been  received  with  cold  contempt 
by  the  chiefs  of  the  league ; and  alarmed  left,  on 
Henry,  recovering  his  capital,  be  fhould.be  in- 
volved in  the  fate-  of  his  favourite  fyftem,  the 
fpirit  of  the  ftern  « republican  evaporated,  and  ' 
Briflac  became  only  anxious  for  his  intereft  and  his 
fafety.  ...  , * . - • - * 

To  fecure  thefe,  he  immediately  entered  into  a 
negociation  with  the  king,  and  on  advantageous 
vol,  11.  T con- 
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conditions  agreed  to  admit  the  royal  forces  into 
the  city  of  Paris.  While  the  Spaniards  were 
amufed  by  the  arts  of  Briflfac,  the  new  gate  was 
opened  to  Henry  and  his  army,  who  inftantly  pof- 
fefled  himfelf  of  the  fquares  and  principal  ftreets. 
The  Parifians  received  their  fovereign  with  loud 
acclamations ; the  troops  maintained  the  mofl  ex- 

aft  difcipline  ; and  amidft  the  revolution,  the  city 

♦ 

throughout  bore  the  appearance  of  peace  and  fe- 
curity.  The  Spaniards  alone,  about  four  thou- 
fand  in  number,  and  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
Feria,  (till  occupied  the  quarters  of  St.  Anthony 
and  St.  Martin,  with  the  Baftile  and  the  Temple. 
Thefe  they  diligently  fortified,  and  declared  their 
refolutjon,  if  attacked,  to  defend  themfelves  to  the 

. * i 

laft  extremity ; but  from  this  defperate  defign  they 
were  foon  diverted  by  Henry,  who,  unwilling  to 
.pollute  with  bloo<^.  that  capital  which  he  had  juft 
recovered,  permitted  them  to  march  out  with  all 
the  honours  of  war. 

The  enemies  of  Henry,  who  had  refilled  his 
arms/  were  vanquilhed  by  his  clemency.  His 
generous  fpirit,  fuperior  to  refentment,  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  punifhing  thofe  who  were  willing 
to  fubmit ; and  he  received  his  mofl:  inveterate 
foes  with  a degree  of  goodnefs  and  condefcen- 
fion,  which  for  ever  attached  them  to  his  fervice. 

Even 
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Even  the  duchefs  of  Montpenfier,  who  had  dif- 
tinguilhed  herfelf  by  the  moft  indecent  and  pub- 
fic  invectives,  was  admitted  to  his  prefence,  and 
by  his  familiar  converfation,  he  endeavoured  to 
banifh  that  confufion  which  (he  could  not  entirely 
conceal ; Briffac,  with  a liberal  pecuniary  reward, 
was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  marefchal ; I’Huillier, 
mayor  of  Paris,  who  had  difplayed  equal,  and 
more  difinterefted  zeal,  was  preferred  to  the  poll 
of  prefident  of  accounts  ; while  a general  amnefty 
diffipated  the  fears,  and  reftored  tranquillity  to  the 
anxious  multitude. 

Villars,  who  had  defended  Rouen  with  fuch 
diilinguilhed  Ikill  and  courage,  foon  after  opened 
the  gates  of  that  city,  and  proclaimed  Henry  the 
Fourth.  His  return  to  his  allegiance  was  recom- 
penfed  with  the  dignity  of  admiral,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  place  he  had  furrendered  ; Cam- 
bray,  which  had  been  wrefted  from  the  Spaniards 
by  the  duke  of  Anjou,  and  by  that  prince  had 
been  bequeathed  to  Catherine  of  Medicis,  was 
ruled  with  independent  authority  by  Balagny,  a 
French  office]-,  whom  the  queen-mother  had  en- 
trufted  with  the  defence  of  it.  The  waining  for- 
tunes of  the  league  recalled  Balagny  to  a fenfe  of 
his  delicate  fituation ; and  he  was  confcious  that 
he  mutt  feek  a protestor  in  the  king  of  France, 
or  of  Spain ; his  partiality  to  bis  native  country 
T 2 deter- 
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determined  him  to  prefer  the  fupport  of  the  for- 
mer; atld  he  acknowledged  his  dependance  on 
Henry,  on  condition  that  under  him  he  fhould  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  fovereignty,  with  the  title 
of  prince  of  Cambray. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne,  cmbarrafled  by  the  rapid 
defertion  of  his  confederates,  again  folicited  the 
fupport  of  Spain ; and  though  Philip  could  no 
longer  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  obtaining 
the  crown  of  France,  his  implacable  enmity  to 
Henry,  and  his  dread  left  that  monarch,  when 
firmly  eftablilhed  on  his  throne,  fhould  revive  the 
pretenfions  of  his  houfe  to  Navarre,  determined 
him  ftill  to  keep  alive  the  flames  of  civil  war.  He 
detached  Charles  count  of  Manfveldt  with  an 
army  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  to  invade  the  pro- 
vince of  Picardy  ; the  count  laid  fiege  to  the  town 
of  la  Capelle,  and  before  Henry  could  march 
to  its  affiftance,  the  garrifon  was  compelled  to  ca- 
pitulate. 

The  king  of  France  had  afiembled  an  army  of 
twelve  thoufand  infantry  and  two  thoufand  ca^ 
valry  ; and  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  lofs  of  la 
Canelle,  he  inverted  Laon.  That  city,  ftrongly 
fortified,  and  well  provided,  was  defended  by  'a 
numerous  garrifon,  commanded  by  one  of  the 
braveft  officers  of  the  league,  and  animated  by 
the  prefence  of  the  count  of  Somerive,  fecond  fon 

to 
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to  the  duke  of  Mayenne.  Henry  carried  on  his 
operations  with  his  wonted  ardour ; and  the  duke 
of  Mayenne,  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the  town,  the 

V 

moft  confiderable  that  remained  in  his  poffeflion, 
advanced  to  the  relief  of  it'  with  the  Spanifh 
. forces,  the  chief  command  of  which  Philip  had 
conferred  on  him  ; buts  his  efforts  were  conti- 
% nually  fruftrated  by  the  valour  and  activity  of  the 
marefchal  Biron,  fon  to  the  celebrated  commander 
who  had  perifhed  before  Epernai,  and  who  now 
emulated  the  martial  fame  of  his  father.  May- 
enne,  diftreffed  for  provifions,  was  at  length  com- 
pelled to  retreat;  but 'though  haraffed,  and  re- 
peatedly attacked  by.  the  fuperior  forces  of  the 
* " 

royalifts,;  he  maintained  an  undaunted  counte- 
nance, repulfed  by  his  condud  and  courage  the 

- \ '* 

attempts  of  his  enemies,  and  reached  La  Fera  in 

fafety;  on  his  retreat,  Laon,.  hopelefs'  of  fuccour, 

• » 

capitulated  ; the  garrifon  was  permitted  to  march 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  Henry  dif- 
played  his  magnanimity  by  treating  the  count  of 
Somerive  with  every  mark  of  refped.  ,A  cort- 
- dud  fo  truly  generous,  could  not  but  imprefs  the 
.enemies  of  the  king  with  the  mod  favourable  fen- 
timents ; and  the  duke  of  Guife,  mortified  at  the  N • 
■ negled  of  the  Spaniards,  and  impelled  by  his  ad- 
miration of  Henry,  reconciled  liimfelf  to  his  fo- 
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vereign,  and  delivered  to  him  the  towns  of  Vitri, 
Recroix,  and  Rheims. 

The  daily  return  of  his  fubjeds  to  their  allegi- 
ance, and  the  expiring  ftate  of  the  league,  in- 
fpired  Henry  with  more  vigorous  counfels.  He 
now  publicly  declared  war  againft  Spain,  and  en- 
tered into  a treaty  of  alliance  with  the  revolted 
inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands,  who,  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a free  re- 
public under  the  title  of  the  United  Provinces. 
While  the  allies  purfued  their  joint  preparations 
with  diligence,  the  enemies  of  Henry  again  re- 
folved  to  aflail  the  life  of  that  monarch;  as  the 
king  in  his  apartments  of  the  Louvre  {looped  to 
embrace  a nobleman  that  was  prefented  to  him, 
he  received  a ftroke  from  a knife  that  cut  his  lip, 
and  broke  one  of  his  teeth ; the  compofure  of 
Henry  difpelled  the  confternation  of  his  friends ; 
the  alTaffin  was  immediately  difeovered  and  feized. 
His  name  was  John  Chatel,  a fcholar  of  the  col- 
lege of  the  Jefuits,  to  the  influence  of  whofe  doc- 
trines he  attributed  his  atrocious  attempt.  • Chatel 
Was  inftantly  configned  to  the  punilhment  due  to 
his  crime ; father  John  Guignard,  who  was  ac- 
cufed  of  having  vindicated  in  his  writings  the 
right  of  the  fubjcdl  to  attempt  the  life  of  his 
prince,  was  alfo  executed ; and  the  whole  order 
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of  the  Jefuits  was  commanded,  on  the  penalty  of 
death,  to  quit  the  dominions  of  France. 

Henry,  ftill  more  determined  in  his , 
refolution  to  profecute  the  war,  and  ’ ‘ *595* 
to  feek  in  camps  that  fafety  which  was  denied  him 
in  his  own  palace,  entered  the  county  of  Bur* 
gundy,  Dijon,  the  capital  of  which  had  already 
declared  for  him  ; but  he  had  fcarce  polfeffed 
himfelf  of  Troyes,  before  he  Avas  informed  that 
the  Spaniards,  commanded  by  the  conftable  Ve- 
lafco,  and  joined  by  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  had 
palfed  the  Saone.  At  Fontain  Fron$oife,  the 
confederates  were  attacked  by  Henry  with  his 
wonted  ardour  and  impetuofity.  At  the  head  of 
eighteen  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  the  king  of 
France  carried  carnage  and  confufion  through  an 
army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men ; but  had  not  the 
caution  of  Velafco  refilled  the  importunities  of 
the  duke  of  Mayenne,  neither  the  courage  of 
Henry,  nor  the  fidelity  of  his  companions,  could 
have  prevented  him  from  being  overpowered  by 
the  numbers  of  his  enemies ; but  the  Spaniard, 

• intimidated  by  the  boldnefs  of  his  affailants, 
founded  a retreat,  left  the  king  in  polfelfion  of  the 
field  of  battle,  and  early  next  morning  repaired 
the  Saone.  He  thence  purfued  his  march  to  the  ' 
town  of  Gray,  where,  nouvithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  he  fortified  his 
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camp,  and  determined  to  remain  on  the  defenfiVe* 
— But  in  Picardy  the  campaign  opened  with  events 
lefs  aufpicious  to  France.  The  count  of  Fuentes* 
who  had  been  appointed  by  Philip  governor  of  the 
Netherlands,  penetrated  into  that  province,  reduced 
Chatelot,  and  endeavoured,  by  treachery,  to  pof- 
fefs  himfelf  of  Ham  ; his  troops  were  admitted  in- 
to the  crown,  but  the  cartle  (till  refilled  their  at- 
tacks. Baffled  in  this  enterprife,  he  pointed  his 
march  towards  Dourlens,  which  he  immediately  in- 
verted. Senfible  of  the  importance  of  that  city, 

V 

Admiral  Villars,  with  a body  of  fele<rt  foldiers,  ad- 
vanced to  reinforce  the  garrifon.  He  was  met, 
encountered,  and  overwhelmed,  by  the  fuperior 
forces  of  the  , Spaniards,  and  perifhed  in  the  field, 

t i 

with  fifteen  hundred  of  his  companions,  gallantly 
fighting  to  the  Lift.  Dourlens  Was  foon  after  car- 
ried by  affault,  and  the  brave  defenders  of  its  walls, 
difdaining  to  aik  quarter,  were. put  to  the  (word* 

The  fuccefs  which  had  attended  Fuentes,  ferved 
only  to  inflame  him  with  the  defire  of  farther 
glory.  The  fituation  of  Cambray  has  been  al- 
ready deferibed,  and  the  Span ifh  commander  de- 
termined to  fignalife  his  arms  by  the  fiege  of  that 
city.  >Balagny  had  fpared  no  expence  or  pains  in 
ftrengrhening  the  fortifications  of  the  place.  The 
garrifon  amounted  to  three  thoufand  foot,  and 
fix  hundred  horfe ; and  the  town  was  well  fur- 

' i 
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niflied  with  military  ftores  and  provilions.  The 
principal  officers  of  Fuentes  reprefented  to  him  the 
danger  of  wafting  his  forces  in  fo  arduous  an  en- 
terprife,  but  he  refufed  to  liften  to  their  remon- 
ftrances,  and  began  his  operations  without  delay. 
They  were  carried  on  with  a degree  of  fkill  and 
vigour  that  even  vanquifhed  the  refiftance  of  de 
Vic,  whom  Henry  had  fent  with  a reinforcement 
to  the  affiftance  of  the  befieged.  The  inhabitants, 
difgufted  with  the  extortion  and  infolence  of  Ba- 
lagny,  co-operated  with  the  arms  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  opened  their  gates  to  the  affailants ; the  gar- 
rifon  retired  into  the  caftle,  but  were  foon  com- 
pelled to  furrender  from  the  want  of  provifions. 
Cambray  was  again  reftored  to  the  dominions  of 
Spain ; and  the  , tranfient  fovereignty  of  Bala'gny 
was  extinguifhed  for  ever. 

In  the  mean  while  the  king  of  France  crofted 
the  Saone  in  purfuit  of  Velafco,  and,  unable  to 
draw  the  conftable  from  his  intrenchments,  ex- 
tended his  devaluations  over  Franche  Compte. 
From  the  conqucft  of  that  country  he  was  diverted 
by  the  powerful  mediation  of  the  Swifs  Cantons ; 
but  the  inactivity  of  the  Spaniards  awakened  the 
jealoufy  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  at  length 
determined  to  feparate  himfelf  from  allies  he  could 
no  longer  confide  in.  His  inclinations  had  al- 
ready been  intimated  to  Henry ; but  Mayenne 

ftill 
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ftill  perfifted  in  his  refolution  never  to  effeft  a re- 
conciliation till  that  monarch  had  been  abfolved 
by  the  pope ; Henry  fecretly  fuggefted  to  him  to 
mire  to  Chalons,  a town  ftill  in  his  power,  till 
Clement  fhould  relent ; and  allured  him  that  no 
advantage  fhould  be  taken  in  his  abfence  of  him- 
felf,  nor  of  his  adherents ; the  duke  had  fcarce  ar- 
rived at  that  place,  when  the  Roman  pontiff,  fully 
convinced  that  Henry  was  firmly  eftablifhed  on 
his  throne,  abfolved  him  in  form  from  the  cen- 
fures  that  had  been  pronounced  againft  him  by  his 
predeceffors.  • 

The  duke  of  Mayenne  immediately 
A.  D.  1596.  tjirew  jjimfeif  at  the  feet  0f  jjjs  f0_ 

vereign,  and  vowed  a fidelity  which  he  ever 
afterwards  inviolably  preferved.  The  duke  of 
Guife  in  Provence  equally  difplayed  by  aft  ions 
the  fincerity  of  his  fubmiflion  ; he  furprifed  Mar- 
feilles,  checked  the  arrogance  of  the  duke  d’Eper- 
non,  who  had  affumed  the  ftyle  of  independence, 
and  reduced  that  haughty  chieftain  to  implore 
the  clemency  of  his  royal  mafter.  Henry  him- 
felf,  after  his  return  from  Franche  Compte,  had 
entered  Picardy,  and  inverted  La  Fere ; the 
ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  number  of 
the  garrifon,  had  determined  him  to  relinquifh 
his  hopes  of  carrying  it  by  affault,  and  to  depend 
on  the  flow  but  certain  effefts  of  famine.  The 
3 Spaniards, 
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Spaniards,  commanded  by  the  archduke  Albert* 
in  whofe  favour  Philip  had  fuperfeded  the  count 
de  Fuentes,  abandoned  the  impra&icablc  defign 
of  preferving  La  Fere,  and  formed  the  refolution 
of  befieging  fome  other  frontier  town  which 
might  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  that  place.  The 
fieur  de  Rone,  a native  of  France,  and  a zealous 
officer  of  the  league,  who  had  been  refufed  by 
Henry  the  rank  of  marefchal,  reprefented  the 
defencelefs  (late  of  Calais,  and  urged  the  arch- 
duke to  afpire  to  that  important  acquifition.  Al- 
bert yielded  to  his  fuggeftions,  and  entrufted  the 
condudt  of  the  enterprife  to  de  Rone  himfelf,  whofe 
bold  and  a&ive  genius,  and  diftinguiflhed  fkill  in 
'war,  eminently  qualified  him  for  the  undertaking. 

To  deceive  Henry,  the  archduke  flill  affe&ed 
to  mediate  the  relief  of  La  Fere,  and  began  his 
march  towards  that  place,  while  de  Rone  fud- 
denly  turned  to  Calais  with  a body  of  feleft 
troops,  and  poflefied  himfelf,  after  a faint  refin- 
ance, of  the  two  forts  which  commanded  the  en- 
trance of  the  town  and  the  harbour.  He  was 
quickly  followed  by  Albert  and  his  whole  army ; 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Spaniards  foon  pe- 
netrated into  the  fuburbs  and  occupied  the  town  ; 
and  the  caftle  alone  refilled  the  arms  of  the  be- 
fiegers.  To  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  that  for- 
trefis,  Matalet,  governor  of  Foix,  had  opened  a 
. < ' pafiage 
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paflage  for  himfelf  and  three  hundred  compa- 
nions through  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  But  even 
this  additional  force  was  not  capable  of  withftand- 
ing  the  attacks  of  the  Spaniards  ; and  Henry  en- 
dured the  mortification  of  beholding  the  banners 
of  Spain  difplayed  from  the  citadel  of  Calais,  at 
the  moment  that  he  had  advanced  from  La  Fere 
at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  to  the  fupport  of  the  be- 
liegcd.  . ' 

Henry  immediately  returned  to  prefs  the  fiege 
of  La  Fere,  while  the  archduke,  after  repairing 
the  fortifications  of  Calais,  led  his  troops  againft 
the  tovvn  of  Ardres.  The  flrength  of  that  place, 
it  was  reafonably  expedled,  might  have  refilled 
the  arms  of  the  Spaniards  till  La  Fere  had  fur- 
rendered;  and  the  garrifon  at  firfl  difplayed 
their  valour  in  repeated  vigorous  fallies  ; but  no 
fooner  had  the  troops  of  Spain  pofTeffed  them- 
felves  of  the  fuburbs,  than  the  marquis  of  Belin, 

* V * 

who  commanded  in  Ardres,  bafely  yielding  to 
his  fears,  propofed  to  his  officers  to  capitulate. 
Though  the  propofal  was  'rejected  with  difdain 
by  the  majority  of  the  council,  yet  the  marquis 
availing  himfelf  of  his  fuperior  authority,  .offered 
to*  open  his  gates  on  condition  that  the  garrifon 
fhould  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war ; Al- 
bert readily  agreed ; and  • the  capitulation  was 

1 . • ligned 
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figned  the  day  that  preceded  the  furrender  of  La 
Fere. 

i 

From  that  place  the  king  of  France  had  rapidly 
preffed  forwards  with  an  army,  fwelled  by  the 
zeal  of  his  nobility,  and  with  the  mod  fanguine 
expectations  of  railing  the  fiege  of  Ardres.  His 
hopes  were  clouded  by  the  mortifying  intelli- 
gence of  the  fhameful  capitulation  of  the  marquis 
of  Belin  ; with  the  approbation  of  his  principal 
officers,  he  dill  however  continued  to  advance  to 
compel  his  enemy  if  poffible  to  give  battle;  but 
Albert,  after  placing  flrong  garrifons  in  the  towns 
he  had  taken,  and  unwilling  to  hazard  a decifive 
engagement  with  Henry,  retired  from  the  domi- 
nions of  France  into  the  province  of  Artois ; and 
die  king,  after  taking  the  caftle  of  Imbercourt  by 
affault,  and  making  an  ineffectual  attempt  on  Ar- 
ras, returned  to  his  capital,  and  left  marefchal  Bi- 
ron,  with  a body  of  fix  thoufand  troops,  to  fecure 
the  frontiers  of  Picardy. 

That  enterprifing  officer  did  not  long  confine 
his  operations  to  the  cautious  fyftem  which  had 
been  recommended  to  him.  He  entered  the  pro- 
vince of  Artois,  retaliated  on  that  country  the  in- 
juries of  France,  and  fpread  the  terror  of  his 
arms  along  the  fouthern  frontier  of  the  Nether-* 

lands.  ■ The  archduke  had  for  fome  time  been 

*■  •* 

employed  in  the  fiege  of  Hulfl,  but  no  fooner 
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had  he  accompliihed  the  reduction  of  that  place, 
than  he  detached  the  marquis  of  Varambon,  with 
a conftderable  body  of  forces,  to  check  the  de- 
ftrudtive  progrefs  of  the  French.  Biron  informed 
that  the  marquis  was  on  his  march  to  offer  bat-? 
tie,  advanced  rapidly  to  meet  him ; his  fkilful 
evolutions  counfounded  and  vanquished  his  anta- 
gonift ; the  Spaniards  deluded  into  an  amhuf- 
cade,  were  routed  with  conftderable  Slaughter, 
and  Varambon  himfelf  became  a captive  to  the 
French ; the  duke  d’Arfchot,  who  was  appointed 
to  fueceed  him,  and  to  reftore  the  honour  of  the 
Spanilh  arms,  though  he  avoided  the  fate  of  his 
predeceffor,  was  reduced  to  remain  a fpeftator 
of  the  ddtrudtion  of  the  country ; which  the  ca- 
valry of  .Bircn  {till  continued  to  infult  and  ravage 
till  the  approach  of  winter  compelled  them  to 
retire. 

The  fatisfaftion  which  Henry  derived  from  the 
fuccefs  of  his  generals,  was  alloyed  by  the  factious 
and  afpiring  difpofition  of  his  nobles.  The  eafy 
temper  of  the  duke  of  Montpenfier  recommended 
him  to  the  nobility  of  France  as  a proper  repre- 
fentatiye  to  carry  their  injurious  propofab  to  the 
throne.  The  duke,  in  an  audience  from  Henry, 
ftudioufly  dwelt  on  the  dangerous  ftate  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  difficulties  that  {till  obftrudted 
the  re-cftablifhment  of  the  public  tranquillity ; he 

added. 
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added,  one  meafure  ftill  remained ; to  refign  to 
the  different  governors  the  hereditary  right  of  the 

provinces  they  prefided  over,  and  to  require  of 

¥ 

them  only  homage  and  allegiance ; the  zeal  and 
gratitude  of  thefe  dependant  princes  would  for 
ever  attach  them  to  his  fervice,  and  the  troops 
they  would  conftantly  maintain  for  his  fupport, 
would,  enable  him  to  triumph  over  his  foreign 
enemies.  The  king  remained  fome  moments  in 
filent  indignation ; but  no  fooner  had  the  emo- 
tions of  anger  and  aftonifhment  fubfided,  than 
he  declared  his  refolution  rather  to  fubmit  to  the 
moft  adverfe  fortune,  than  confent  to  a propo- 
fal  that  would  fix  only  an  empty  feeptre  in  his 
hand,  and  reduce  him  to  the  fhadow  of , royalty. 
His  reproaches  awakened  the  duke  of  Montpen- 
fier  to  a juft  fenie  of  his  temerity ; he  implored 
the  forgivenefs  of  his  fovereign  ; and  by  his  future 
fidelity  difconcerted  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  had 
allured  him  to  a<ft  a part  fo  unworthy  a prince  of 
the  blood. 

Joyeufe,  who  had  quitted  the  habit 
of  a monk  to  refume  that  of  a foldier,  A*D’  I59  7’ 
now  with  the  fame  facility  deferted  the  declining 
fortunes  of  the  league,  opened  the  gates  of  Thou- 
loufc,  and  returned  to  his  allegiance  to  his  fove- 
reign. The  duke  of  Nemours  had  already  en- 
tertained the  fame  intention,  when  his  negocia- 

tions 
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tions  were  interrupted  by  the  ftroke  of  death ; 
his  brother  however  continued  the  .treaty  that 
he  had  began,,  and  reconciled  • himfelf  to  the 
crown ; but  while  the  king  from  thefe  examples 
flattered  himftlf.with  the  hourly  expectations  of 
beholding  the  royal  authority  firmly  eiftablifhed, 
his  fortitude,  was  feverely  ex  ere  i fed  by  an  unex** 
peeled  dififter  that  cooled  the  ardour  of  his  newly- 
acquired  friends,  and  revived  the  fainting  hopes  of 
the  league. 

Amiens,  the  capital  of  Picardy,  -.had  lately  fnb- 
mitted  to  the  king  of  France,  and  the  citizens, 
with  their  ancient  privileges,  had  obtained  an,  ex- 
' eruption  from  being  garrifoned  by  regular  troops ; 
their  fubfequent  conduft  proved  how. unworthy 
they  were  of  the  honourable  truft. . repofed  in 
them.  Of  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants  who.  were 
enrolled,  only  a few  were  employed  as  centinels 
and  guards,  and  even  thofe  performed  their  duty, 
in  the  mod  remifs  manner.  Their  negligence 
had  not  efcaped  the  knowledge  of  Port  oca  rrero, 
governor  of  Dourlens,  an  officer  brave  and  en- 
terprifing,  and  who,  encouraged  by  the  vicinity  of 
hrs  fituation,  planned  a fcheme  for  furpring 
Amiens.  With  three  thoufand  horle  and  foot  he 
marched  from  Dourlens,  and,  concealed  by  the 
darknefs  of  the.  night,  reached  at  dawn  an  her- 
mitage about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  capj- 

tal 
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tal  of  Picardy.  Twelve  of  his  molt  refolute  fol- 
diers,  difguifed  as  peafants,  and  with  arms  beneath 
their  frocks,  were  fent  forwards  as  foon  as  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  opened ; fome  nuts  which 
they  carried,  and  affe&ed  accidentally  to  fpill* 
amufed  the  guards  ; a waggon  which  they  had 
driven,  and  intentionally  flopt  in  the  gateway, 
‘ prevented  the  portcullis  from  being  let  down ; 

they  fell  with  fury  on  the  aflonifhed  centinels* 
- were  foon  fupported  by  Portocarrero  and  his 
troops,  who  rulhed  forwards  to  join  them ; and 
after  a feeble  refiftance,  and  a flaughter  of  about 
an  hundred  citizens,  Amiens  fubmitted  to  the  arms 
of  the  Spaniards. 

The  lofs  of  a city  fo  ftrong,  fo  well  provided* 
and  fo  near  to  Paris,  ftruck  Henry  with  confter-* 
nation.  Calais,  one  of  his  principal  fea-ports, 
was  already  in  the  pofleffion  of  Spain,  and  by 
their  prelent  conquell  the  forces  of  Philip  might 
extend  their  incurlions  to  the  very  gates  of  his 
capital.  Though  labouring  under  a fevere  in- 
difpofition,  the  confequence  of  his  too  licentious 
amours,  the  king  renounced  the  care  of  his  per- 
fon,  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  his  kingdom ; 
he  determined  to  poftpone  every  other  conlidera- 
tion  to  the  recovery  of  Amiens,  and  immediately 
ordered  marefchal  Biron  to  inveft  the  town  with 
whatever  forces  he  'could  draw  from'  the  neigh- 
yol.  11.  , t U ; • bouring 
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bouring  garrifons,  while  he  himfelf  returned  to 
Paris  to  provide  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  this  enterprife. 

The  abilities  of  the  baron  de  Rofny,  to  whom 
Henry  had  entrufted  the  regulation  of  his  finances, 
furmounted  every  obftacle,  and  replenished  the 
exhaufted  coffers  of  his  fovereign ; the  zeal  of  the 
duke  of  Mayenne  was  eminently  difplayed  to  Se- 
cond the  efforts  of  a monarch  whotn  he  hadfo  long 
oppofed ; the  fricndfhip  of  Elizabeth  had  rein- 
forced him  with  four  thoufand  troops  ; and  the  in- 
defatigable induftry  of  the  marefchal  Biron,  jealous  - 
of  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  ambitious  of  mili- 
tary fame,  had  already  rendered  the  blockade  com- 
plete, and  rapidly  advanced  the  fiege,  when  Henry 
himfelf  joined  the  army.  Confcious  of  the  haughty 
fpirit  of  Biron,  he  fuffered  him  {till  to  retain  the 
command ; but  though  the  befiegers  carried  on 
their  operations  with  redoubled  ardour  and  ala- 
crity*  yet  the  garrifon  difputed  every  inch  of 
ground  with  incredible  obftinacy;  the  death  of 
Portocarrero,  who  fell  in  a defperate  fally,  dimi- 
niflied  not  their  confidence ; and  the  defence  was 
conducted  with  the  fame  fk ill  and  fpirit  as  before 
by  the  marquis  de  Montenegro. 

Henry  already  had  ftruggled  for  five  months  with 
every  difficulty  that  the  experience  or  courage  of 
the  befieged'  could  oppofe,  when  he  was  at  length 
v ' alarmed 
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sriarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  archduke,  who, 
at  the  command  of  Philip,  with  an  army  of  twen- 
ty-five thoufand  men,  prefled  forwards  to  the  re- 
lief of  Amiens,  and  appeared  in  fight  of  the 
French  camp ; the  marefchal  Biron,  tranfported 
by  his  ufual  ardour,  advifed  the  king  to  accept  * 
their  offer  of  battle ; his  counfel  was  oppofed  by 
the  cautious  remonflrances  of  the  duke  of  May- 
enne  : “ Sire,”  faid  he,  iC  you  came  to  take 
“ Amiens,  and  not  to  fight.”  Henry  for  once 
preferred  the  voice  of  prudence  to  that  of  glory  ; 
he  kept  within  his  intrenchments ; the  archduke, 
after  ineffectually  endeavouring  to  provoke  him  , 
to  adtion,  retired  to  Arras,  and  refigned  Amiens 
to  its  fate,  which  foon  after  furrendered  to  the 
French. 

• \ 

From  the  redudtion  of  Amiens,  and  infulting 

the  province  of  Artois,  Henry  turned  his  arms 
.againft  Dourlens ; the  vigilance  of  Albert  had 
. already  provided  that  city  with  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  to  its  defence,  and  the  king  had  fcarce 
commenced  the  fiege  before  he  repented  of  his 
enterprife.  The  troops  were  harafled  by  the  fa- 
tigues they  had  fuftained  before  Amiens ; dif- 
eafes  and  difcontents  began  to  prevail  through  the 

camp  ; the  works  were  retarded  by  a feries  of  un- 

* ' ^ / 

favourable  weather;  and  the  roads  naturally  heavy, 
by  inceflant  rains,  were  rendered  impaflable  to  the 

U 2 artil- 
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artillery ; the  king,  convinced  of  his  error,  aban- 
doned the  hopelefs  attempt ; and  after  difbanding 
the  majority  of  his  forces,  and  leaving  his  cavalry 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  he  returned  to 
Paris. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  kingdom 
A D 159  had  acknowledged  the  authority  of 
Henry ; but  in  Brittany  the  league  ftill  nouriflied 
the  flames  of  fedition,  and  the  fire  was  fecretly 
fed  by  the  counfels  and  influence  of  Philip  duke 
of  Mercoeur,  of  the  houfe  of  Lorrain.  For  two 
fucceflive  years  that  prince,  while  he  profeffed 
• the  moft  profound  refped:  for  the  throne,  had 
maintained  a proud  and  dangerous  independence 
but  the  king,  determined  to  extinguifh  thefe 
fparks  of  civil  commotion,  affembled  his  forces 
on  the  return  of  fpring,  and  had  already  ad- 
vanced to  Angers,  when  his  further  progrefs  was. 
rendered  unneceflary  by  the  fubmiflion  of  the 
flates  of  Brittany,  and  of  the  duke  of  Mercoeur. 
The  former  expelled  the  Spaniards  from  the  few 
towns  they  ftill  held,  and  reftored  the  royal  au- 
thority ; the  latter,  while  he  implored  the  cle- 
mency of  his  fovereign,  interefted  in  his  favour 

the  fair  Gabrielle  d’Eftrees,  the  favourite  miftrefs 

• * • 

of  Henry.  The  duke  offered  to  beftow  the  hand 
of  his  daughter,  the  heirefs  of  his  vaft  eftates, 
on  Csefar,  the  natural  fon  of  that  lady  by  Henry. 

The 
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The  nuptials  were  celebrated  with  princely  magni- 
ficence at  Angers ; the  fubmiffive  proteftations  of 
the  duke  of  Mercoeur  were  accepted ; and  his 
former  errors  were  configned  to  oblivion., 

The  recovery  of  Amiens  and  the  extin&ion  of. 
the  league,  opened  the  eyes  of  Philip  to  the  va- 
nity of  thofe  flattering  dreams  of  conquefl:  by 
which  he  had  been  fo  long  deluded.  His  ad- 
vanced age  and  broken  health  warned  him  of  his 
approaching  end,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  leave 
his  inexperienced  fucccflor  involved  in  a bloody 
and  dangerous  war.  Peace  on  the  other  hand 
was  no  lefs  defirable  to  Henry,  and  fome  refpite 
was  required  to  clofe  the  wounds  under  which 
his  kingdom  had  bled  for  fo  many  years.  The 
mediation  of  Clement,  as  the  common . father  of 
both  princes,  was  accepted  ; at  the  requefi  of  the 
Roman  pontiff  a congrefs  was  held  by  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  France  and  Spain  at  Vervins,  a 
town  in  Picardy ; though  the  queen  of  England 
and  the  ftates  of  Holland  offered  Henry  the  moft 
effectual  fupport  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
he  declined,  with  every  profeflion  of  gratitude,  a 
fyftern  which  he  declared  muft  end  in  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  kingdom  ; and  after  feveral  difficulties 
which  the  zeal  of  Clement  was  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed in  removing,  Heniy  figned  a peace,  by 
which  he  relinquifhed,  indeed,  his  claims  on  Cam- 

U 3 bray. 
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bray,  blit  obtained  the  reftitution  of  Calais,  Ardres, 

% 

Dourlens,  and  all  the  towns  in  France,  that  Philip 
had  acquired  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  blood  am} 
trcafure. 
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Chapter  the  thirty -jirjl . 


CHARACTER  OF  MARGARET  OF  VALOIS — DOMES-* 

s' 

TIC  UNEASINESS  OF  HENRY— HIS  CONNEC- 
TION 'WITH  GABRIELLE  D*ESTREES HER 

DEATH WAR  WITH  THE  DUKE  OF  SAVOY- 

DIVORCE  AND  MARRIAGE  OF  HENRY CON- 

SPIRACY AND  FATE  OF  THE  MARESCHAL 
/ « - 

1 

BIRON DEATH  OF  ELIZABETH,  QUEEN  OF 

ENGLAND — SUBMISSION  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  BOU- 
ILLON— PASSION  OF  HENRY  FOR  THE  PRIN- 

• i • 

CESS  OF  CONDE HIS  DESIGNS  AGAINST  THE 

HOUSE  OF  AUSTRIA HIS  ASSISSINATION  BY 

RAVILLIAC, 


Th  E peace  of  Vervins  had  reftored  A ^ ^ 
tranquillity  to  the  fubje&s  of  France; 
but  the  amiable  qualities  of  Henry  could  not  en* 
fure  that  happinefs  in  private  life,  that  his  cou* 
fage  and  conftancy  .had  commanded  in  public. 


u4 


Previous 


/ 


<3 


( 


Digitized  by  Google 


a96  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

Previous  to  the  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
he  had  formed  a political  union  with  Margaret, 
filler  to  Charles  the  Ninth,  and  Henry  the  Third 
a princefs  who  united  all  the  virtues  and  vices  of 
the  family  of  Valois,  from  whence  (he  fprung. 
The  beauty  of  her  perfon  infpired  paflion  and,  de- 
fire in  the  coldeft  bofom  ; her  genius  and  imagi- 
nation were  celebrated  by  all  the  poets  of  her 
time ; (he  fung  and  played  on  the  lute  with  ex- 
quifite  (kill ; and  in  dancing  no  lady  of  the  court 
was  her  equal ; but  fo  violent  was  her  love  of  plea- 
fure,  that  at  twelve  years  old  (he  had  facrificed  to 
it  her  honour ; Entragues,  Charry,  the  prince  of 
Martigues,  and  the  duke  of  Guife,  had  been  fuc- 
ceffively  admitted  to  her  mod  intimate  favours, 
previous  to  her  marriage  with  Henry ; and  ming- 
ling the  fervours  of  religion  with  the  excefles  of 
difiipation,  her  hours  afterwards  were  alternately 
occupied  by  enthufiaftic  devotion,  and  unreftrained 
fenfualjty. 

While  Margaret  ftretched  her  dominion  over 
the  multitude  that  admired  and  adored  her,  (lie 
had  never  been  able  to  touch  the  heart  of  Henry ; 
qn  whom,  indeed,  at  the  command  of  her  brother 
Charles,  (he  had  beftowed  her  hand  with  extreme 
relu&ance,  and  to  whom  her  irregularities  were 
no  fecret.  That  monarch,  who  had  broken  the 
formidable  confederacy  of  the  league,  and  affixed 

•,  founds 
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bounds  to  the  ambition  of  Spain,  was  himfelf  the 
captive  of  the  fair.  His  character  bore  a linking 
refemblance  to  that  of  Francis  the  Firft ; and  he 
■was  always  flattered  and  charmed  by  the  compa- 
rifon.  Like  Francis,  he  had  early  engaged  in  a 
variety  of  promifcuous  amours ; but  for  fome  time 
paft  his  unlimited  homage  had  been  paid  to  the 
fair  Gabrielle  d’Eftrees,  on  whom  he  had  fuccef- 
fively  beftowed  the  titles  df  marchiontfs  of  Mon- 
ceaux  and  duchefs  of  Beaufort.  Two  fons  and  a 
daughter  were  the  fruits  of  their  illicit  commerce  : 
and  Henry,  defirous  of  eflablifhing  in  his  offspring 
the  peaceable  fucceflion  of  the  crown,  even  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  legitimating  his  natural  chil- 
dren, and  dividing  his  throne  with  the  miftrefs  of 
his  affedtions. 


The  queen,  who  for  feveral  years 


A.  D.  1599. 


had  refided  at  Uffon,  a caftle  in  Au- 
vergne, had  already  confented  to  the  diffolution 
of  a marriage,  the  effedt  of  conllraint ; and  the 
Roman  pontiff  readily  liftened  to  a meafure  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  future  tranquillity  of 
France ; yet  both  Margaret  and  Clement  ex- 
preffed  the  mod  pointed  difapprobation,  when 
informed  that  the  duchefs  of  Beaufort  was  in- 


tended to  be  raifed  to  the  vacant  bed  of  Henry. 
The  paflion  of  the  king  would  probably  have  tri- 
umphed over  all  oppofition,  and  have  placed  the 
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crown  on  the  head  of  his  miftrefs,  when  his  feme 
was  preferred  from  this  degrading  inftance  of 
weaknefs,  by  an  event  as  decifive  as  it  was  unex- 
pected. While  the  duchefs  of  Beaufort,  in  the 
• vigour  of  health  and  pride  of  beauty,  feafted  her 
imagination  with  the  grandeur  of  royalty,  the  viii- 
onary  profpect  was  diffolved  by  the  hand  of  death. 
In  the  abfence  of . Henry  (he  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  convulfions,  and  expired  a fpeCtacle  too  hor- 
rid for  defeription. 

Henry,  on  the  intelligence  of  her  fate,  aban- 
doned himfelf  to  all  the  tranfports  of  forrow;  but 
that  confolation,  which  was  vainly  proffered  by  the 
attention  of  his  coui  tiers,  he  derived  from  time 
and  the  duties  of  his  ftation.  His  ancient  and  in- 
veterate enemy,  Philip,  was  no  more ; but  the 
latent  embers  of  commotion,  which  flill  lurked 

in  the  bofom  of  France,  required  all  the  care 

« 

of  the  monarch  to  extinguiih.  Previous  to  the 
peace  of  Vervins,  he  had  endeavoured  to  fecure 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Proteflants  by  the  ce- 
lebrated edict  of  Nantz.  It  granted  to  the  re-, 
formed,  all  the  favours  in  which  they  had  been 
indulged  by  former  princes,  and  added  a free 
admiffion  to  all  employments  of  trull,  profit,  and 
honour ; an  eftablifhment  of  chambers  of  juflice, 
in  which  the  members  of  the  two  religions  were 
equal ; and  permiffion  to  educate  their  children, 

without 
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without  reftraint,  in  any  of  the  univerfities.  Yet 
even  thefe  liberal  conditions  could  not  entirely 
banifti  that  jealoufy  which  the  Hugonots  had  con- 
ceived on  the  king’s  abandoning  their  faith  ; and ' 
already  their  intrigues  had  reached  the  ear,  and 
awakened  the  vigilance  of  Henry. 

On  the  death  of  the  duchefs  of  Beaufort,  Marga- 
ret had  profeifed  an  entire  obedience  to  the  will 
of  her  royal  conforr,  and  Clement  had  pronounced 
her  marriage,  as  the  eiTed:  of  conftraint,  illegal 
and  void ; but  the  king  was  diverted  from  the 
immediate  thoughts  of  a fecond  union,  by  a paf- 
fion  for  Henriette  de  Balzac,  daughter  to  de  Bal- 
zac Entragues,  by  Mary  Toucher,  the  celebrated 
miftrefs  of  Charles  the  Ninth ; to  this  lady  Henry- 

f « 4 1 

transferred  that  affe&ion  which  he  had  fo  lately 
'Vowed  to  the  duchefs  of  Beaufort ; he  created  her 
marchionefs  of  Verneuil,  and  even  delivered  to  her 
a promife  of  marriage ; yet  the  moments  allotted 
to  pleafure,  diminifhed  not  his  application  to  bufi- 
nefs,  and  the  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  fum- 

moned  him  from  the  embraces  of  his  miftrefs  to 

•\ 

the  cares  of  a throne.  ' 

The  duke  of  Savoy,  emboldened  by  the  late 
diftra&ed  ftate  of  France,  had  embraced  the  mo- 
ment of  civil  commotion  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the 
Marquifate  of  Saluces.  On  the  treaty  of  Vervins, 
he  had  agreed  to  fubmit  his  pretenfions  to  the  a jr- 
1 bitration 
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bitration  of  pope  Clement ; but  had  conftantly 
eluded  a deciiion,  which  he  was  confcious  muft 
defpoil  him  of  the  territory  that  he  had  thus 
daringly  ufurped.  Trufting  to  the  arts  of  nego- 
tiation, and  the  addrefs  for  which  he  was  emi- 
nent, he  embraced  the  refolution  of  prefenting 
himfelf  at  Paris,  and  treating  with  Henry  in  per- 
fon.  Though  the  king  would  readily  have  dif- 
penfed  with,  he  could  not  decently  decline,  the 
honour  of  the  propofed  vifit ; and  in  a court  gal- 
lant, profufe,  and  fplendid,  the  magnificence, 
liberality,  and  conciliating  manners  of  the  duke, 
foon  attached  to  his  intereft  the  principal  fa- 
vourites and  miftrefles  of  Henry.  The  mar- 
chionefs  of  Verneuil  efpoufed  his  pretenfions  with 
ardour ; but  the  mind  of  Henry  was  Heeled  againft 
the  importunities  of  that  lady,  by  a juft  fenfe  of 
the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  by  the  remonfl  ranees 
of  his  minifter,  the  baron  de  Rofny,  whole  inflexi- 
ble integrity  was  fuperior  to  all  the  allurements  of 
corruption. 

. ~ , After  lavifhing  the  immenfe  futn  of 
four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  pre- 
fents  to  the  rapacious  minions  of  a court,  the 
duke  of  Savoy  retired  from  Paris,  and  prepared 
to  aflert  by  arms,  what  he  had  vainly  hoped  to 
have  acquired  by  negociation.  He  had  indeed 
already  entered  into  a clofe  and  fecret  connec- 
tion 
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tion  with  the  marefchal  de  Biron ; but  the  mili- 

, t 

tary  ardour  and  vanity  of  that  commander  could 

t • 

not  be  reflrained  even  by  the  intereft  of  his  new 
ally.  The  duke  of  Savoy  in  ^n  inftant  beheld 
Brefle,  Savoy,  and  Nice,  deluged  by  the  forces  of  . < 
France ; Miolans  furrendered  to  the  king ; the 
baron  de  Rofny,  whom  Henry  had  appointed 
grand  mailer  of  artillery,  reduced  Montmelian,  a 
fortrefs  which  the  duke  had  conlidered  as  im»* 
pregnable  ; and  St.  Catherine's,  in  the  {irength  of 
which  he  equally  confided,  was,  in  the  depth  of 
. winter,  taken  bv  the  marefchal  de  Biron.  Thefe 
fucceflive  difafters  humbled  the  haughty  fpirit  of 
the  duke  ; and  overwhelmed  in  the  unequal  con- 
flict, and  deferted  by  the  court  of  Spain,  which  had  * 
promifed  to  fupport  him,  he  refumed  the  thoughts 
of  peace  ; and  implored  the  mediation  of  the  pope 
to  extricate  him  from  a war  in  which  he  had  thus 
ralhly  engaged. 

The  ardent  paflion  of  Henry  for  the  mar- 
chionefs  of  Verneuil,  and  the  mifery  that  he  had 
experienced  in  his  former  marriage,  rendered  him  - 
extremely  averfe  to  a fecond.  The  remonltrances 
of  his  minifters,  and  his  concern  for  the  public 
welfare,  had  reluctantly  extorted  from  him  per- 
miflion  to  negociate  an  union  with  Mary  de 
Medicis,  niece  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany. 
Senlible  of  his  irrefolution,  the  commiflioners  on 

whom 
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whom  he  had  devolved  this  important  trull,  haf- 
tened  to  conclude  it.  Their  zeal  outftripped  th^ 
wilhes  and  expectations  of  Henry ; and  he  heard, 
with  mingled  regret  and  furprife,  that  they  had 
figned  a treaty  of  marriage  with  that  princefs. 
His  own  honour  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people 
allowed  him  not  to  ret  raft ; lie  haftened  to  Lyons 
to  receive  the  hand  of  Mary  ; and  whatever  might 
be  his  private  feelings,  he  difeovered  to  his  royal 
confort  no  emotions  but  thole  of  refpeft  and  re- 
gard.' 

, _ , The  marriage  of  Henry  was  fol- 

A.D,  1601.  ° . 

lowed  by  a treaty  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy ; who,  difappointed  in  th  at  affiftance  which 
'he  expedted  from  Spain,  and  equally  deprived  of 
that  aid  with  which  he  had  flattered  himfelf  from 
the  difeontents  of  the  faftious  nobles  of  France, 
found  himfelf  no  longer  able  to  i'upport  the  un- 
equal conteft ; for  the  marquifate  of  Saluces, 
which  he  was  permitted  to  retain,  he  confented  to 
cede  to  Henry  the  country  of  Dtefle,  ah  extenfive 
territory  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone,  and  to  pay. 
one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  the' war. 

Yet  while  the  duke  fubmitted  to  the  arms  of 
France,  he  did  not  relinquifh  the  intrigues  that 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  afpiring  chiefs  of 
that  kingdom.  The  principal  of  thefc  were  the 

dukes 
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dukes  de  Bouillon,  d’Epernon,  and  the  marefchal 
Biron.  That  celebrated  commander,  whole  fplen- 
did  exploits  eclipfed  the  military  fame  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  who  openly  boafted  that  his  arm  had 
fixed  the  fceptre  in  the  hand  of  Henry,  had  long 
fecretly  laboured  to  undermine  the  edifice  that  his 
valour  had  eredted,  and  his  blood  cemented.  Born 
for  the  camp,  he  delighted  in  war,  and  excelled  in. 
every  martial  exercife ; but  the  reftiefs  foldier  dif- 
dained  the  calm  acquifition  of  fcience ; and  while 
he  afpired  to  the  higheft  honours  of  the  ftate,  was 
almoft  as  illiterate  as  the  meaneft  fentinal.  In  ac- 
tion he  was  brave,  indefatigable,  vigilant,  and  ab- 
ftemious ; but  with  his  armour  he  feemed  to  lay 
afide  every  virtue,  and  difplayed  a dilpofition, 
vain,  envious,  and  arrogant ; no  revenue  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupply  his  boundlefs  extravagance ; and 
his  fatal  attachment  to  gaming,  is  reported  to  have 
fwallowed,  within  the  compafs  of  one  year,  the 
immenfe  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 
His  correfpondence  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  had 
not  entirely  efcaped  the  vigilant  eye  of  Henry; 
and  at  Lyons  that  monarch  had  reproached  him 
with  his  feditious  defigns.  Biron  affe&ed  frankly 
to  confefs  the  imprudence  of  his  conduit.  His 
profefiions  of  repentance,  and  his  proteftations  of 
future  fidelity,  difarmed  the  indignation  of  his 

fovereign, 
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fovereign,  mindful  of  former  fervices.  By  a large 
pecuniary  donative,  Henry  endeavoured  to  awaken 
gratitude;  and  fenfible  that  his  aftive  fpirit 
could  ill  brook  a life  of  indolence,  he  ftrove  to  di- 
vert him  from  the  dangerous  practices  that  he  had 
engaged  in,  by  appointing  him,  at  firft  ambaffador 
to  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  to  the  Swifs  Cantons* 
A.  D.  1601.  The  birth  of  a fon,  while  it  afforded 
i6°2.  a fource  of  domeftic  fatisfadtion  to 
Henry,  and  opened  to  his  people  the  pleafing 
profpedt  of  a peaceable  fucceflion,  ferved  at  the 
fame  time,  to  quicken  the  defigns  of  thofe,  who,, 
impatient  of  tranquil  rule,  aflociated  in  the  moft 
formidabale  cabals  againfl  the  throne.  The  maref- 
chal  Biron  had  no  fooner  returned  from  executing 
the  commiffions  that  had  been  entrufled  to  him, 
than  he  refumed  with  redoubled  ardour  his  am- 
bitious projedts ; he  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
the  courts  of  Spain  and  Turin;  he  clofely  con- 
nected himfelf  with  the  duke  of  Bouillon,  who, 
by  his  marriage,  had  obtained  the  principality  of 
Sedan ; and  united  in  his  treafonable  enterprife, 
Charles  count  d* Auvergne,  grand  prior  of  France, 
and  natural  fon  to  Charles  the  Ninth.  Haughty 
and  fupercilious  in  his  natural  demeanour,  Biron 
now  affeCted  the  garb  of  courtefy,  and  afliduoufly 
laboured  to  ingratiate  himfelf  in  the  hearts  of  the 

multitude* 
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multitude.  The  improper  nomination  to  eccle- 
fiaftical  dignities,  at  the  influence  of  the  miflrefs 
of  die  king ; the  public  negledt  of  the  reformed, 
by  a prince  who  had  abjured  their  tenets,  and 
vvhp  meditated  their  extirpation ; but  above  all, 
the  numerous  im polls  which  were  daily  multi- 
plied by  the  fovereign  on  an  opprefled  people, 
were  the  favourite  topics  of  the  marefchal,  and 
were  induflrioufly  circulated  by  his  adherents  in 
fa&ious  murmur^- tlirgugh  the  provinces.  The 
feditious  vapour  foon  fpread  itfelf  over  the  coun-  ' 
tries  of  Anjou,  Poitou,  Saintonge,  Auvergne, 
Guienne,  and  Languedoc ; the  animated  counte- 
nance of  Henry  was  clouded  with  anxiety ; gaiety 
and  pleafure  were  baniflied  from  a court  long 
diflinguifhed  by  its  fuperior  gallantry  and  fplen- 
dour;  and  the  brooding  tempeft  of  revolt  was 
foretold  by  every  indication  of  fufpicion  and  dif- . 
content. 

The  fplendid  profpefts  that  Biron  contem- 
plated in  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  military 
talents,  and  die  power  and  influence  of  his  con-, 
federates,  were  blafted  by  one  fatal  inftance  of 
mifplaced  confidence.  La  Fin,  a native  of  Bur-  . 
gundy,  and  defeended  from  a refpedtable  family 
in  that  province,  was  diftinguifhed  by  a difpolL 
tion  daring,  indefatigable,  and  intriguing.  He 
had  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  the 
vol.Ti.  X . maref- 
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marefchal,  and  had  been  employed  both  by  Biron> 
and  the  duke  of  Bouillon,  in  their  mod  fecret  ne- 
gociations  with  Spain  and  Savoy;  but  he  had 
lately  regarded  with  jealoufy  the  afcendency  which 
the  baron  de  Lux  had  acquired  over  the  mind  of 
his  patron  ; and  in  a moment  of  difguft,  he  re- 
vealed to  Henry  the  whole  of  a confpiracy,  the 
wheels  of  which  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to 
direft. 

The  king  read  with  aftonifhment  the  black 
fcrowl,  which  contained  the  names  of  the  mod 
illudrious  nobles  of  France.  Some  of  thefe  had 
aftually  embarked  in  the  daring  projects  of  Biron  ; 
others,  by  their  known  difcontent,  had  afforded 
' reafon  to  expedt  they  would  join  the  dandard  of 
revolt,  as  foon  as  it  was  eredted ; and  the  remainder 
were  probably  added  by  the  creative  genius  of  La 
Fin,  defirous  of  magnifying  the  importance  of  his 
perfidy  : yet  the  danger  was  great  and  immediate ; 
and  the  king  determined  to  vifit  the  different  pro- 
vinces of  Poitiers,  Limofin,  and  Guienne,  to  awe 
by  his  prefence  the  feditious  fpirit  of  the  people, 
and  to  obtain  more  perfedt  information  of  the 
fchemes  of  the  marefchal.  Each  day  convinced 
him,  that  he  tottered  on  the  brink  of  a precipice  ; 

n 

and  after  a fhort  refidence  at  Blois,  he  returned  to 
Fontainbleau,  determined  to  crufli  the  infant  con- 


fpiracy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


• HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


3°7 

fpiracy,  before  it  was  flrengthened  by  the  troops 
and  treafures  of  Spain  and  Savoy. 

On  his  return  from  Switzerland,  the  marefchal 
Biron  had  retired  to  his  government  of  Burgundy, 
and  diligently  applied  himfelf  to  fecure  and 
Brengthen  the  mod  important  cities  in  that  pro- 
vince. Confiding  in  the  affe&ion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  the  fidelity  of  thofeto  whom  he  had 
entrufted  the  command  of  the  fortified  places,  he 
confidered  that  country  as  an  immediate  retreat, 
fhould  his  defigns  be  difcovercd  before  his  con- 
federates were  prepared  to  fupport  him; ‘but  of 
this  refource  he  was  deprived  by  an  artifice  of  the 
baron  de  Rofny ; under  pretence  of  new- calling 
• the  cannon  throughout  Burgundy,  that  minifter, 
as  grand  matter,  had  obtained  from  the  marefchal 
the  artillery  which  belonged  to  his  government; 
but  no  fooner  were  thefe  tranfported  beyond  the 
jilrifdi&ion  of  Biron,  than  Rofny  flopped  the  new,- 
- with  'which  he  had  promifed  to  replace  them. 
The  rage  of  Biron  on  this  occafion  broke  forth  in 
open  menaces,  and  his  fufpicions  were  foon  after 
awakened  by  intelligence  of  the  private  conference 
that  La  Fin  had  held  with  the  king  ; but  he  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  again  to  be  deluded  by  that  traitor’s 
proteflations  that  he  had  not  betrayed  him,  and 
that  Henry  was  by  no  means  apprifed  of  his  de- 
figns. He  was  alfo  confcious,  that  fhould  his  fo- 
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vereign  march  againfi:  him,  and  declare  him  a 
rebel,  he  was  no  longer  capable  of  refinance  ; ac- 
tuated by  the.  powerful  motives  of  hope  and  fear, 
he  obeyed  the  royal  fummons,  and  with  his  affo- 
ciate,  the  count  d’Auvergne,  repaired  to  the  court 
at  Fontainbleau, 

The  mind  of  Henry,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ma- 
refchal,  was  fufpended  by  the  confii&ing  paffions 
of  gratitude  and  refentment.  When  he  called  to 
remembrance  the  former  fcrvices  of  Biron,  and 
the  dangers  that  they  had  fhared  together,  his 
feelings  drowned  the  ftern  voice  ©f  juft  ice,  and  he 
determined  to  pardon  the  ambition  of  a man  to 
whofe  valour  he  had  been  fo  eminently  indebted  ; 
but  when  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  from  which 
his  kingdom  had  fcarce  emerged,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  his  view  ; when  he  confidered  the  welfare 
of  his.  people,  and  the  infant  ftate  of  his  fon, 
both  endangered  by  the  reftlefs  and  turbulent  dif- 
pofition  of  Biron,  the  duty  of  a fovereign,  and  the 
affedtkm  of  a parent,  loudly  exhorted  him  to  con- 
fult  the  happinefs  of  millions,  by  the  facrifice  of 
one  obnoxious  pet’fon  : yet  he  beheld  the  unhappy 
viftim  with  tendernefs  and  companion ; and  while 
he  treated  him  with  every  mark  of  regard, die.  en- 
deavoured, in  converfation,  to  lead  him  to  & full 
confefiion  of  his  guilt,  and  to  juftify  the  clemency 

that 
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that  he  dill  panted  to  exercife,  by  his  fincerity 
and  contrition. 

Yet  the  friendly  admonitions  of  the  monarch 
could  not  bend  a temper  naturally  ftubborn  and 
haughty  ; encouraged  by  the  aflurances  of  La  Fin, 
the  marefehai  maintained  a fullen  referve,  and  af- 
fumed  the  tone  of  infulted  integrity  ; he  perfe- 
vered  in  declaring,  that  fince  the  confeffion  at 
Lyons,  he  had  nothing  to  accufe  his  confidence 
with ; and  Henry,  fatigued  with  unavailing  exhor- 
tations, at  length  refolved  to  give  way  to  thecourfe 
of  juftice ; marefehai  Biron  and  the  count  d’ Au- 
vergne were  arrefted  as  they  withdrew  from  the 
king’s  apartment,  and  were  conveyed  to  the  Baftile. 
A commiflion  was  directed  to  the  parliament  to 
examine  into  their  conduit ; and  the  proofs  of 
their  guilt  were  clear  and  pofitive ; the  very  treaty 
with  Spain,  which  Biron  had  fubferibed,  and  which 
he  firmly  believed  that  La  Fin  had  deftroyed,  was 
produced  againft  him.  His  judges  unanimoufly, 
though  reluctantly,  pronounced  fentence  of  death. 
The  intreaties  of  his  friends  prevailed  on  the  king 
to  change  the  place  of  execution ; he  was  be- 
headed in  the  court  of  the  Baftile ; and,  in  his  laft 
moments,  difgraced  by  alternate  fallies  of  rage, 
and  agonies  of  terror,  the  character  of  Intrepid, 
which  he  had  acquired  amidft  the  greateft  dangers 
gf  war. 
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.The  count  d’Auvergne  had  been  involved  in 
the  fame  fentence  as  the  marefchal  Biron  ; but  re- 
gard for  the  brother  of  his  miff  refs,  the  marchi- 
ortefs  of  Vemeuil,  and  refpeft  for  the  laft  malede- 
fcendant  of  the  race  of  Valois,  induced  Henry  not 
.only  to  grant  him  his  life,  but  alfo  to  alleviate  the 
.rigour  of  his  confinement,  and  at  length  infenfibly 
to  reftore  him  to  freedom ; a clemency  which  the 
fubfequent  intrigues  of  the  count  repaid  with  the 
blackeft  ingratitude.  Of  the  other  confpirators, 
the. principal  threw  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  their 
fovereign,  who  not  only  freely  pardoned  their  im- 
prudence, but  even  concealed  from  reproach  their 
names ; the  multitude  found  fhelter  in  their  num- 
bers and  obfcurity ; and  the  baron  de  Fontenelles 
alone,  by  a public  and  painful  death,  was  doomed 
to  atone  for  his  treafonable  intention  of  delivering 
the  fort  of  Douarnenes  to  the  Spaniards.  ■ , , 

It  was  not  alone  in  deteding  the  dangerous  de- 
, figns  of  his  foreign  and  dorueftic  enemies,  that  the 
, vigilance  of  „ Henry  was  exercifed  ; the  internal 
adminiftr&tion  of  his  kingdom  claimed  and  ob- 
tained his  unwearied  attention.  Regularity  was  in- 
troduced into  the  finances,  by  the  integrity  and  in^ 
duftry  of  his  favourite  minifter,  the  baron  de 
Rofny  ; new  manufactures  were  eftablifhed,  co- 
lonies planted,  commerce  extended,  and , agricul- 
ture reftored ; the  rage  of  duelling,  which  had 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


3i* 


proved  mortal  to  fome  of  the  moft  gallant  fpirits 
of  France,  was  at  the  fame  time  reftrained  by  new 
edidts ; but  it  could  not  be  difguifed,  that  the  king, 
educated  in  camps,  and  imprefled  with  lively  no- 
tions of  honour,  too  often  fandHoned  by  his  ex- 
preffions  that  fatal  pradtice  which  his  laws  were 
framed  to  repi'efs. 

The  temped  of  civil  commotion, 
which  had  alarmed  France,  was  alfo  A*D*  l6°V 
felt  in  England.  The  confpiracy  and  execution 
of  the  marefchal  de  Biron,  were  preceded  by  the 
prefumption  and  fate  of  Efiex,  the  favourite  of 
Elizabeth  ; but  though  the  queen,  jealous  of  her 
authority,  figned  his  final  doom,  (he  never  could 
erafe  from  her  heart  that  fond  partiality  which  fhb 
had  ever  evinced  towards  him.  Opprefled  by  a 

forrow  which  (he  aflfedted  to  conceal,  but  which  in- 

— 

ceffantly  preyed  upon  her  body,  her  frail  confli- 
tution  at  length  gave  way  to  the  emotions  of  her 
mind.  During  the  latter  hours  of  her  .life,  the 
pride  of  royalty  was  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent 
of  returning  affedtion;  for  feveral  days  Ihe  re- 
jedfed  all  confolation,  and  even  refufed  food  .and 
fuftenance.  The  few  words  (he  uttered  were  all 
expreffive  of  fome  inward  grief  that  fhe  cared  not 
to  reveal ; and  in  the  feventierh  year  of  her  age, 
(he  clofed  a reign  of  vigour,  conftancy,  vigilance, 
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and  addtefs,  the  viftith  of  a romantic  paffion, 
fcarcc  credible  in  a love-fick  girl. 

Henry,  who  had  ever  entertained  the  moft  pror 
found  fentiments  of  regard  and  refpeft  for  Eliza- 
Deth,  and  who  had  concerted  with  that  princefs 
the  depreffion  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  deplored 
the  death  of  his  old  and  faithful  ally  with  a fin? 
cerity  feldom  found  in  royal  bofoms.  His  dofe 
connections  with  England  rendered  it  of  import- 
ance to  him  to  acquire  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  difpofition  of  her  fucceffor ; and  he  difpatched 
the  Marquis  de  Rofny  to  congratulate  James  the 
Firft,  who,  by  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  united 
the  dominions  of  England  and  Ireland  to  thofe  of 
Scotland ; the  feeble  and  temporizing  difpofition 
of  that  monarch,  could  not  be  concealed  from  the 
penetrating  genius  of  Rofny  ; always  negociating, 
and  never  daring  to  ad:,  he  fuffcred  that  power  to 
become  contemptible  in  his  hands,  which  might 
have  commanded  the  refped:  of  the  haughty  Spa- 
niard, and  reprefl'ed  the  overweening  arrogance  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Enamoured  of  peace,  he 
confidered  the  attainment  of  it  as  the  only  true 
objed:  of  a ftatefman’s  labours ; and  though  he 
agreed  with  Rofny  fecretly  to  fupport  the  united 
flatcs,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  France,  left: 
their  weaknefs  Ihould  oblige  them  to  fubmit  to 
their  old  matter,  yet  that  minifter  foon  acquainte4 
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Henry,  that  he  mall  not  too  implicitly  depend  on 
the  exertions  of  a prince  who  continually  exprefled 
his  dread  left  he  Ihould  be  reproached  as  the  abet- 
tor of  rebels. 

Wearied  by  inceflant  importunities,  A 
the  king  of  France  confented  to  reftore 
the  jtfuits,  and  to  demolilh  the  pillar  which  had 
been  erected  to  perpetrate  the  atrocious  attempt  of 
Chatel,  and  the  dangerous  principles  of  the  or- 
der that  he  belonged  to.  But  this  frelh  inftance 
of  the  placable  difpofition  of  the  fovereign  could 
not  extinguifli  the  embers  of  difcontent  which 
ftill  lurked  in  his  kingdom.  The  duke  of  Bou- 
illon had  deeply  engaged  in  the  confpiracy  of 
the  marefchal  Biron,  and  to  avoid  the  ftorm 
which  he  beheld  gathering,  had  retired  to  his 
principality  of  Sedan  ; he  now  refumed  his  cor- 
refppndence  with  the  court  of  Spain  and  with  the 
count  d’Auvergne.  That  nobleman,  unmindful  of  , 
the  clemency  which  he  had  fo  lately  experienced, 
invplved  in  his  intrigues  his  filler  the  marchionefs 
• of  Verneuil,. the  favourice  miftrefs  of  the  king, 
and  her  father  Francis  d’Entragues,  on  whom 
'Henry  had  bellowed  the  rank  of  marefchal,  as 
the  price  of  the  promife  of  marriage  he  had  im- 
prudently given  to  the  daughter.  Their  defigns 
y/ere  detected  and  difepneerted  by  the  vigilance 
pf  Henry.  The  marchionefs  of  Verneuil  was  for 
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fome  days  confined  to  her  houfe ; but  the  paflion 
of  the  man  triumphed  over  the  juftice  of  the  fove- 
reign,  and  Henry  foon  flew  to  proftrate  himfelf  at 
the  feet  of  the  haughty  beauty  whofe  chains  he 
found  it  impoffible  to  break ; D’Entragues,  who 
had  been  condemned  to  lofe  his  head,  was  in- 
debted for  his  life  to  the  charms  of  his  daughter ; 
and  the  protecting  influence  of  the  fair,  was  even 
extended  to  her  brother  the  count  d’Auverge, 
whofe  fentence  of  expiating  his  repeated  guilt  on  a 
public  fcaffold,  was  commuted  to  the  milder  doom 
of  pepetual  imprifonment. 

But  when  the  vigorous  mind  of 
A.  D.  1605.  ° 

Henry  was  not  fafcmated  by  the 

charms  of  female  beauty,  he  well  knew  how  to 
render  his  authority  refpefted  by  his  fubjefls, 
and  to  curb  the  wild  defigns  of  ingratitude  and 
ambition.  The  duke  of  Bouillon  for  four  fuccef- 
five  years  had  evaded  every  fummons  to  appear 
at  court,  and  the  king  determined  by  his  pre- 
fence to  humble  that  haughty  fubject.  He  di- 
rected his  coufe  through  the  counties  of  Au- 
vergne and  Limofin ; and  Bouillon,  aftonifhed  at 
the  rapid  approach  of  his  fovereign,  and  unpre- 
pared for  refiftance,  ordered  the  governors  of  tire 
different  towns  that  belonged  to  him  to  open  their 
gates,  and  difarmed  the  immediate  reientment 
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of  Henry  by  the  apparent  fincerity  of  his  fubmif- 
fion. 

But 

Paris  before  he  was  juftly  incenfed  by 
repeated  inftances  of  the  duke’s  reftlefs  and  diC- 
contented  difpofition.  It  was  with  reluctance  that 
he  prepared  to  reduce  by  arms  a man  whom  the 
Proteftants  looked  up  to  as  the  chief  of  their  re- 
ligion,  and  from  whom  he  himfelf  had  formerly 
received  considerable  fervices.  But  the  prefent 
tranquillity  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
the  lofty  defigns  that  he  began  already  to  medi- 
tate, all  concurred  in  prompting  him  to  meafures 
the  mod  vigorous  and  decifive.  With  a train  of 
artillery,  which  he  entrufted  to  the  command  of 
his  minifter  Rofny,  whom  on  this  occafion  he 
created  duke  of  Sully,  and  with  a fmall  but  well 
appointed  body  of  veteran  forces,  the  king  of 
France  prefled  forwards  to  Sedan.  To  the  lafh 
moment  the  vanity  of  the  duke  of  Bouillon  had 
fuggefted  to  him  the  language  of  refiftance ; but 
with  the  approach  of  danger,  the  haughty  fpirit 
of  that  nobleman  began  to  fubfide ; the  infince* 
rity  of  Spain  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with; 
and  the  Proteftants,  inftead  of  arming  in  his  der 
fence,  flocked  to  the  royal  ftandard ; nothing 
now  remained  but  to  fubmit  to  a power  with 
which  it  would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  con- 

2 tended  ; 
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tended ; in  the  generous  and  clement  dilpofition 
of  his  fovereign,  he  '{till  found  that  refource  which 
his  obftinacy  allowed  him  little  reafon  to  expert ; 
the  inhabitants' of  Sedan,  with  the  duke,  took  the 
v oath  of  fidelity  to  the  king  of  France ; a royal 
’ garrifon  and  govei  nor  were  to  be  maintained  with- 
in, the' walls  for  four  years;  and  Bouillon,  after 
having  fo  long  defied,  efleemed  himfelf  happy  in 
efcaping  the  vengeance  of  his  prince  on  fuch  fa- 
vourable conditions. 

, • ♦ 

The  good  fortune  which  attended  Henry  in 
public,  preferved  him  alfo  in  private . life.*.  An 
unfortunate  wretch,  whom  infanity  had  impelled 
again  ft  the  life  of  that  monarch,  was  difarmed  by 
his  attendants,  and  by  the  humanity  of  Henry 
was  diimiffed  to  gentle  confinement,  and  to  that 
care  which  fyis  melancholy  fituation  required. 
In  crofting  the  river  Neuilly,  the  royal  carriage, 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  horfes,  was  precipitated  from 
the  feiry-boat,  and  overturned  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftream ; the  king,  the  queen,  the  duke  of 
Vendofme,  and  the  princefs  of  Conti  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger.  They  were 
refeued  by  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  their  retinue ; 
and  Henry  himfelf,  after  fafely  gaining  the  fhore, 
plunged  again  mto  the  river  to  extricate  his  con- 
fort.  , ;•  ' • . 
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But  while' the  multitude  exulted  at  a.  D.  1607. 
tile  fafety  of  a fovereign  whom  they 
loved  and  revered,  th^  royal  bofom  was  doomed 
to  experience  thofe  cares  which  invade  with  im- 
partial mifery  the  peace  of  the  peafant  and  the 
prince.  The  queen,  cold  and  referved  in  her 
temper  and  manner,  received  with  indifference, 
or  repreffed  with  difguft,  the  amorous  affiduities 
of  Henry.  Tier  imprudent  partiality  to  her  Ita- 
lian attendants  was  regarded  with  indignation  by 
that  monarch ; and,  his  own  licentious  amours, 
his  open  connexion  with  the  marchionefs  of 
Yemeni!,  too  frequently  furniflhed  juft  caufe  for 
reproach.  The  inmoft  receffes  of  the  palace  were 
difturbed  by  therr  mutual  and  inceffant  com- 
plaints. The  happinefs  which  Henry  found  not 
in  the  company  and  convention  of  his  queen, 
he  fought  in  the  familiar  fociety  of  others  ; the 
arrogance  of  the  marchionefs  of  Verneuil  had  for 
fome  time  paft  been  infufferable ; and  the  lively 
wit,  the  amiable  manners  of  Charlotte  de  Mont- 
morancy,„the  daughter  of  the  con  liable,  had  in- 
fenfibly  ftolen  into  his  heart ; yet  he  fuffered  not 
this  paffion,  ardent  as  it  was,  and  fatal  as  it  pro- 
bably afterwards  proved,  wholly  to  engrofs  his 
mind.  He  renewed  his  ancient  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  of  Holland ; he  afiiduoufly  culti- 
vated the  friendlhip  of  England ; he  fuccefsfully 

inter- 


;3i8  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

i 

interpofed  his  mediation  between  the  court  of 
Rome  and  the  Venetians ; but  he  declined  the 
importunate  folicitations  of  the  Moorifti  inhabi- 
tants of  Spain ; who  opprefled,  and  at  length 
driven  into  exile  by  the  miftaken  policy  of  Philip 
the  Third,  in  vain  implored  an  afylum  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  France. 

The  wifdom  of  Henry  has  been  feverely  im- 
peached in  refilling  the  proffered  acceflion  of 
near  half  a million  of  induftrious  people,  whofe 
filent  labours  might  have  fertilifed  the  barren 
and  deferted  plains  of  France,  and  repaired  the 
fatal  ravages  which  had  been  inflicted  by  religious 
commotion.  The  inclinations.  of  this  urthappy 
race  to  prefer  the  reformed  to  the  Catholic  church, 
the  perfecting  fpirit  of  which  they  had  already 
experienced,  might  perhaps  • in  fome  meafure  in- 
fluence the  mind  of  Henry,  long  fince  grown  dif- 
truftful  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Hugonots ; perhaps 
he  was  determined  by  the  cjread  of  precipitating 
thofe  hoftile  defigns  which  he  fecretly  meditated 
againfl:  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  which  were  yet 
fcarcely  ripe  for  execution.*  A conjecture  which 
is  rather  ftrengthened  by  the  caution  with  which 
he  continued  to  footh  the  jealoufy  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  and  the  zeal  which  he  difplayed  in  nego- 
tiating .a  truce  with  the  United  States  and  the 
archduke  Albert.  The  tranquillity  of  his  king- 
dom 
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dom  was  reftored  ; the  ambition  of  his  nobles  had 
been  Severely  humbled ; his  magazines  were  filled  ; 
his  coffers  replenished ; order  was  introduced  into 
his  finances;  difcipline  among  his  troops;  and 
he  beheld-  the  moment  rapidly  approaching  in 
which  he  might  unfold  the  vaft  object  of  thofe 
immenfe  preparations  which  alarmed  or  aflonifhed 
all  Europe. 

• But  while  the  power,  the  experi-  . 

1 1 A.  D.  1609. 

ence,  and  the  reputation  ot  the  mo- 
narch fifed  his  enemies  with  terror,  the  paflions 
of  the  man  too  often  expofed  him  to  the  cenfure 
and  pity  of  his  friends.  Nor  time,  nor  ambition 
could  extinguish  his  fatal  affe&ion  for  Charlotte 
de  Montmorency ; fecretly  nourifhing  • the  de- 
ftru&ive  flame,  he  determined  to  beftow  the  hand 
of  that  lady  on  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  by  in- 
troducing* her  into  his  own  family,  at  leaft  to  eh- 
joy  the  fatisfa&ion  of  her  converfation.  The  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  without  pomp  at  Chantilli, 
and  it  was  the  expreflion  of  the  marchionefs  of 
Verneuil,  ci  that  the  king  had  made  this  match 
“ to  fink  the  heart,  and  to  raife  the  head  of  the 
“ prince  of  Conde.”  The  paflion  of  Henry 
foon  burft  the  bounds  that  his  prudence  had  pre- 
scribed. His  looks,  his  words,  his  a&ions,  in- 
ceffantly  betrayed  the  ardent  emotions  of  his 
foul ; the  fire  that  condantly  confumed  him  could 
. not 
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not  be  concealed  from  the  prince,  jealous  of  his 
own  honour,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  wife.  He 
defired  leave  to  retire  from  court,  and  the  per- 
emptory refufal  of  the  king  ferved  only  to  con- 
firm the  fufpicions  already  entertained.  His  re- 
fpedt  for  his  fovereign  was  overwhelmed  by  a 
lively  fenfe  of  the  injury  intended  ; and  after 
giving  way  to  his  indignation  by  the  mod  pointed 
reproaches,  he  fecretly  prepared  to  efcape  with 
the  princefs  beyond  the  limits  of  the  kingdom,- 
before  the  ungovernable  paflion  of  Henry  had 
fealed  his  difhonour. 

This  defign  he  executed  with  fuccefs ; reluc- 
tantly accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  attended  by 
a few  domeftics,  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  thofe 
who  had  been  directed  to  obferve  him,  and 
reached  in  fafety  Landrecy.  The  king  received 
the  intelligence  of  his  flight  with  a tranfport  of 
rage  and  grief  that  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal. 
He  inftantly  difpatched  Praflin,  the  captain  of  his 
guard,  to  demand  the  fugitives  from  the  arch- 
duke ; but  Albert  replied  with  becoming  dignity, 
“ that  he  liad  never  violated  the  laws  of  nations 
“ on  any  occafion  whatever ; and  that  he  would 
“ not  begin  with  a prince  of  the  blood-royal  of 
“ France’.’  He  immediately  fupplied  the  necef- 
fities  of  the  prince  of  Conde  with  liberality,  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  an  efcort  to  conduct  him  to  Bruffels,  and 
adored  him  of  Ills  conftant  protection. 

The  perfonal  fecurity  of  the  prince  did  not 
entirely  ihield  him  from  the  effects  of  Henry’s 
refentment.  After  an  ineffe&ual  attempt  to  carry 
off  the  princefs  by  force,  at  the  command  of  the 
king  the  parliament  palfed  an  arret  againft  the 
fird  prince  of  the  blood,  and  condemned  him 
to  undergo  whatever  punifhment  the  fovereign 
(hould  pleafe  to  inflidt ; with  this  judicial  procefs 
the  martial  preparations  of  Henry  kept  pace ; 
and  the  armaments  which  had  been  fuggeded  by 
ambition  were  probably  quickened  by  love.  Eng- 
land, the  independent  princes  of  Germany,  and 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  all  rea- 
dily aflbeiated  in  the  defign  of  humbling  the  houfe 
of  Auftria;  the  duke  of  Savoy  confented  to  re- 
linquifh  that  country  to  France,  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  duchy  of  Milan  ; while  the  majority 
of  the  Italian  dates  profefied  their  defile  to  accede 
to  a confederacy,  on  which  they  flattered  them- 
felves  with  the  hope  of  founding  a permanent 
tranquillity.  When  to  allies  fo  powerful,  and  fo 
firmly  engaged  by  intered  in  the  caufe  they  had 
efpoufed,  are  added  the  refources  of  France  in 
a difeiplined  and  veteran  army  of  forty  thou- 
fand  men,  a treafure  of  forty  millions  of  livres, 
and  the  high  reputation  and  diflinguiflred  abilities 
vol.  n.  Y of 
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of  her  king,  it  cannot  be  wondered  that  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  vifionary  ftatefmen  have  confidered 
the  force  fo  far  exceeding  the  objedt  as  even  to 
have  attributed  to  Henry  the  immenfe  but  chime- 
rical projedt  of  forming  Europe  into  one  great  re- 
public. 

At  length  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Cleves  gave> 
the  fignal  for  adlion ; his  dominions,  which  had' 
been  formed  of  four  or  five  great -fiefs,  were- 
claimed  by  the  emperor,  Rodolph,  as  fupreme- 
fovereign ; and  he  inftantly  bellowed  the  invefti- 
ture  of  them  on  the  archduke,  Leopold,  of  Auftria. 
But  this  arbitrary  ufurpation  was  difputed  by  the 
fitters  of.  the  late  duke  and  their  reprefejitatives  $ 
the  duke  of  Brandenburg  and  Pruffia,  the  count, 
palatine  of  Newburg,  the  count  palatine  of  Deux 
Ponts,  and  the  marquis  of  Burgaw,  were  aroufed  • 
by  the  fecret  and  friendly  affurances  of  France,  to 
afTert  their  rights  by  arms,  and  to  implore  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  Henry,  „ \ 

The  king  readily  liftened  to  folici- 
A.  D.1610.  tatjons  v^hiclx  he  himfelf  had  fug- 

gefted.  The  contetted  territories  ftretched  along 
the  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  and  he  was  not  in- 
fenttble  to  the  dangerous  vicinity  of  the  houfe- 

of  Auftria ; intereft  combined  with  h6nour  in 

* 

prompting  him  to  a fpeedy  refolution  ; and  bothy 
perhaps,  were  ftimulated  by  the  fecret  but  ardent*; 
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motives  of  affection ; the  prince  of  Conde  ftill 
boafted  the  protection  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and 
the  abfence  of  the  princefs  had  not  allayed  the 
flame  that  her  charms  had  kindled  in  the  bofom  of 
Henry.  That  monarch  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  lead  an  army  to  the  fupport  of  his  German 
allies,  and  to  vindicate  with  his  forces  and  trea- 
fures  their  pretenfions  to  the  duchies  of  Cleves  and 
Juliers.  His  road  lay  through  the  provinces  of 
Flanders,  and  the  archduke  Albert,  through  whofe 
country  he  demanded  permiflion  to  march,  un- 
prepared for  refiftance,  difguifed  his  hereditary 
enmity,  and  anfwered  in  terms  of  refpe&ful  ac- 
quiefcence. 

The  fupine  indifference  with  which  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  affected  to  regard  the  combination  of 
its  mod  powerful  and  inveterate  enemies,  has 
given  rife  to  a fufpicion  probably  as  deftitute  of 
foundation,  as  it  is  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
that  family  ; and  the  fubfequent  fate  of  Henry  has, 
by  more  than  one  contemporary  hiftorian,  been 
afcribed  to  the  perfidious  and  fanguinary  princi- 
ples which  have  difgraced  the  councils  of  Spain, 
and  which  but  a few  years  fince  involved  the  de- 
ft ruCtion  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  With  more 
reafon^the  deadly  ftroke  may  be  imputed  to  that 
fanatical  fury  kindled  by  a long  feries  of  religious 
cofrirftetion,  and  not  extinguilhed  by  the  fleeting 
Y 2 years 
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years  of  tranquillity  which  had  fucceeded  the  peace 
of  Vervins.  Whatever  might  be  the  fotirce  of  an 
event,  which  has  been  fo  variously  related  by  the 
immediate  fpeiftators,  and  which  feems  at  the  mo- 
ment it  happened  to  have  eluded  the  refearches  of 
the  mod.  curious  and  intereded,  it  is  our  duty  from 
the  mafs  to  felefl  thofe  circumdances  only  which 
can  inform  the  mind  and  guide  the  judgement  of 
the  reader. 

Amidd  all  his  preparations,  amidd  the  mod 
flattering  profpecls  of  acquiring  that  glory  which 
he  had  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  panted  after,  the 
difpofition  of  Henry  was  viflbly  imprefied  with  a 
deep  and  fettled  melancholy.  The  blamcable  in- 
dulgence of  the  queen  to  her  Italian  attendants, 
had  been  often  the  fubjed  of  his  open  difeontent, 
and  he  had  more  than  once  meditated  the  defign 
of  compelling  the  mod  obnoxious  to  repafs  the 
Alps!  From  this  intention  he  was  diverted  by 
his  confidential  minifter  the  duke  of  Sully ; and 
in  conformity  to  the  advice  of  that  flatefman,  he 
endeavoured  to  gain  on  the  cold  and  referved 
temper  of  the  queen  by  ads  of  kindnefs  and 
attention.  That  princefs  had  exprefled  her  de- 
fire  to  be  crowned  before  the  king  took  the  field  ; 
and  Henry,  though  he  regarded  with  difgufl  all 
pageantry  and  cAerrtatien,  had  confentcd  to  gra- 
tify her  willies.  The  ceremony  was  performed 

on 
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on  Thurfday  the  thirteenth  of  May  with  the 
utmoft  magnificence  ; the  next  Sunday  was  fixed 
for  the  public  entry  of  the  queen,  and  on  the 
Wednefday  following  Henry  had  determined  to 
quit  Paris,  and  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
army.  . 

But  the  final  period  of  his  life  and  greatnefs  now 
rapidly  approached ; and  while  he  meditated  en- 
terprifes  the  moft  fplendid  and  important,  his  own 
death  was  planned  and  executed  by  Francis  Ra- 
. vaillac,  a native  of  Angouleme.  From  that  pro- 
vince the  unhappy  wretch  had  diredled  his  foot- 
fteps  to  the  capital ; and  after  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain a miferable  fubfiftence  as  an  obfcure  retainer  to 

9 

' / • 

the  law,  he  had  attempted  to  procure  admifiion 
among  the  order  of  Feuillants  ; but  thefe  rejedted 
, him  as  a wild  and  frantic  vifionary ; and  his  dif- 
trefs  had  already  reduced  him  to  feek  fupport  by 
imploring  alms,  when  he  conceived  the  dark  and 
defperate  defign  of  mingling  the  miferies  of  a na- 
, tion  with  his  own,  by  arming  his  hand  againft  the 
fovereign  of  France. 

Though  the  king  had  acquiefced  in  a cere- 
mony which  he  conftantly  difapproved,  and 
though  he  had  endeavoured  by  the  appearance 
of  fatisfaction  to,  diffufe  through  the  court  that 
joy  which  he  felt  not,  his  expreflions  but  too 
clearly  announced  his  gloom) y prefages  of  his  im- 
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pending  deftiny.  From  his  confidential  minifters 
and  domeftics  he  concealed  not  the  load  that 
prefled  upon  his  heart;  and  “ you  • will  foon 
“ know  how  kind  a mailer  you  have  loft,”  was 
the  inceflant  and  mournful  exclamation.  The 
morning  that  fucceeded  the  coronation  of  the 
queen  had  been  deftined  for  a vifit  to  the  arfenal ; 
but  the  indifpofition  of  the  duke  of  Sully  induced 
the  king  to  poftpone  lias  intention ; he  had  already 
pafled  a fleeplefs  night,  and  with  the  return  of  light 
his  apprehenfions  and  inquietude  Teemed  every 
moment  to  increafe.  He  attended  mafs,  and  prayed 
with  unufual  fervour;  the  pleafures  of  the  table 
diflipated  not  his  chagrin ; and  after  a vain  effort 
to  compofe  himfelf  to  reft,  he  ordered  his  coach, 
and,  accompanied  by  the  dukes  of  Epernon  and 
Montbazon,  the  marefchals  Lavardin  and  Roque- 
laure,  the  marquiffesK  de  la  Force  and  Mirabeau, 
and  du  Pleflis  Liancourt,  his  mailer  of  horfe,  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  the  arfenal;  Vitry,  the 
captain  of  his  guards,  was  by  his  order  difpatched 
to  the  palace  to  haften  the  preparations  for  the 
queen’s  entry  ; ,and  the  carriage  was  only  attended 
by  a fmall  number  of  gentlemen  on  horfeback, 
and  a few  of  the  royal  footmen.  The  curtains  on 
every  fide  were  drawn  up  that  the  king  might 
witnefs  the  zeal  of  his  fubje&s  in  the  various  orna- 
ments they  had  prepared.  In  a narrow  .ftreet  the 
2 coach 
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coach  was  flopped  by  die  accidental  meeting  of 
two  carts  ; the  majority  of  the  attendants  inftantly 
took  a nearer,  way,  and  two  footmen  only  were 
left.;  one  went  before  to  clear  the  paflage,  the 
other  ftaid  behind  to  tie  up  his  garter.  At  this 
inftant,  as  the  king  turned  to  read  a letter  to  the 
duke  of  Epernon,  he  received  a ftroke  from  a 
knife ; he  had  fcarce  time  to  exclaim,  “ I am 
“ wounded,”  before  a fecond  more  violent,  and 
more  fatally  diredled,  pierced  his  heart,  and 
breathing  only  a deep  figh,  he  funk  back  in  the 
coach  a lifelefs  corpfe. 

Thus  perifhed,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  twenty-firfi:  of  his  reign,  Henry  the 
Fourth,  whofe  virtues  and  talents  have  jullly  en- 
titled him  to  the  honourable  diftindlion  of  Great. 
His  acceffion  prefented  to  our  view  a kingdom 
difunited,  a nobility  haughty  and  difcontented,  a 
commonalty  clamorous  and  oppreffed.  The  broken 
provinces  of  the  (late  were  cemented  by  his  po- 
licy, the  nobles  were  humbled  by  his  valour,  the 
commons  were  conciliated  by  his  addrefs  and  re- 
lieved by  his  humanity.  He  firft  introduced  or- 
der into  the  finahces,  and  difcipline  into  the  ar- 
mies of  France  ; new  manufactories  were  efta- 
bliflied  at  his  command,  and  new  colonies  planted ; 
and  while  he  reftored  peace  and  plenty  at  home, 
he  rendered  his  kingdom  great  and  formidable 
. Y 4 ,*  abroad. 
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abroad.  The  power  of  Spain  was  checked  by  his 
courage  and  conduct ; and  at  the  moment  of  his 
death  he  meditated  defigns  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  had  they  been  fuccefsfnlly  exe- 
cuted, would  have  finally  precluded  her  from 
evet  difturbing  again  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
In  private  life  he  was  a kind  and  generous  mafter ; 
a warm  and  tender  lover,  a polite  and  obliging 
hufband  ; but  the  fincerity  of  the  hiflorian  will  not 
allow  him  to  conceal  thofe  faults  which  he  cannot 
but  regret ; the  paffion  of  Henry  for  the  fair,  too 
often  induced  him  to  forget  the  prudence  and  dig- 
nity of  the  monarch.  His  ardent  and  guilty  af- 
fection for  the  princefs  of  Conde  in  the  decline  of 
life,  caft  a cloud  over  his  meridian  glory  ; and  the 
warmth  with  which  he  purfued,  and  the  indifere- 
tion  with  which  he  countenanced  the  fatal  rage  of 
gaming,  has  been  the  fubjeCt  of  fevere  and  general 
cenfure. 

Though  the  confufion  of  the  nobles  who  ac- 
companied Henry  allowed  them  not  to  ward  the 
fatal  blow,  yet  the  moment  their  prefence  of 
mind  returned,  it  was  difplayed  in  feizing  the 
aflaffin,  who  llill  fupported  himfelf  on  the  wheel 
of  the  coach,  with  the  bloody  inftrument  yet 
reeking  in  his  hand,  as  if  glorying  in  the  atro- 
cious deed.  The  prudence  of  the  duke  of  Eper- 
non  preferved  him  from  the  immediate  fury  of 
3 the 
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the  royal  attendants,  to  perilh  by  the  moft  exquifite 
torments ; while  the  fame  caution  enabled  him  to 
quiet  the  tumultuous  apprehenfions  of  the  popu- 
lace, by  declaring  that  the  king  yet  lived,  and  that 
they  were  carrying  him  to  the  Louvre  to  have  his 
wounds  drefled.  The  crowd  inftantly  gave  way, 
the  body  conveyed  to  the  palace,  was  laid  upon  a 
bed,  and  was  foon  deferted  by  the  ungrateful  many 
who  had  balked  in  his  favour,  but  who  haftenedto 
proftrate  themfelves  before  the  rifing  fun,  and  loft 
the  recolleftion  of  former  benefits  in  their  eagernefs 
to  folicit  new. 
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Chapter  the  'Thirty -fecond. 


ACCESSION  OF  LEWIS  THE  THIRTEENTH RE- 

GENCY OF  MARY  OF  MED1CIS — PRETENSIONS 
OF  THE  PRINCE  OF  CONDE — FAVOUR  OF  CON- 
CH1NI,  WHO  ASSUMES  THE  NAME  OF  ANCRE— 
REVOLT  AND  IMPRISONMENT  OF  THE  PRINCE 
OF  CONDE  — ASSASSINATION  OF  THE  MARES- 

• CHAL  d’aNCRE RISE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF 

LUINES STATE  OF  GERMANY' — WAR  BE- 

TWEEN THE  KING  AND  HIS  MOTHER  — BE- 
TWEEN THE  KING  AND  THE  PROTESTANTS 

DEATH  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  LUINES PEACE 

WITH  THF.  PROTESTANTS  COMPROMISE  OF 

TIIE  VALTALINE — INTRODUCTION  OF 'CARDI- 
NAL RICHLIEU  TO  THE  CABINET. 


w ITH  the  life  of  Henry  the  Fourth  were  ex- 

* 

tinguifhed  the  great  defrgns  that  he  had  meditated 
againft  the  houfe  of  Auilria ; and  France  beheld, 
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with  grief  and  terror,  the  fceptrc  pafs  from  his  vi- 
gorous grafp  to  the  feeble  hand  of  an  infant.  Of 
his  three  fons  by  Mary  of  Medicis,  the  eldeft,  who 
now  fucceeded  to  the  throne  as  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth, was  only  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age  ; 
and  the  two  younger,  though  their  birth  might 
ferve  to  {Lengthen  the  fuccjffion,  could  only  be 
known  by  their  different  titles  of  dukes  of  Orleans 

and  Anjou  ; but  the  queen,  atnidft  the  difmay  of 

# * 

r the  court,  walled  not  the  important  moments  in 
unavailing  forrow  ; and  the  affliction,  if  any,  that 
flie  felt  on  the  lofs  of  Henry,  was  fwalicwed  up 
by  the  more  interefling  care  of  obtaining  the  re- 
gency. Her  ambition  was  gratified  by  the  ready 
acquiefcence  of  the  parliament ; and  in  her  perl  on 
were  united  the  adminiflration  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  guardianfhip  of  her  fon. 

The  firfl  moments  had  been  employed  in  the 
acquifition  of  power,  the  next  were  devoted  to 
revenge.  . The  wretched  Ravaillac,  wlicfe  guilty 
hand  had  precipitated  the  untimely  death  of  Hen- 
ry, was  drawn  from  his  cell,  to  perifh  by  the  molt 
exquifite  torments.  His  bones  were  broken  by 
the  arm  of  the  executioner ; his  flefh  w::s  torn  by 
hot  pincers  ; fealding  lead  and  oil  were  poured 
upon  his  wounds;  and  his  mangled  body,  ilill 
fenfible,  was  delivered  to  be  difmemhered  by  four 
horfes ; the  ftubborn  frame  refilled  their  utmoft 

efforts ; 
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efforts  ; the  indignant  multitude,  whofe  thirft  of 
vengeance  could  no  longer  be  reftrained,  rufhed 
through  the  guards ; in  an  inflant  they  put  an  end 
to  his  mifery,  by  tearing  him  in  pieces ; and  with 
barbarous  joy  they  dragged  his  limbs  in  frantic 
triumph  through  the  ftreets.  Amidfl  every  mark 
of  ingenious  cruelty  infilled  by  public  juftice, 
or  private  hatred,  he  ftill  maintained,  with  con- 
{fancy,  the  declaration,  “ that  impreffed  with  the 
u idea  that  the  armaments  of  Henry  were  def- 
.“.tined  againft  the  Catholic  church,  and  the  fuc- 
“ ceffor  of  St.  Peter,  he  alone  had'  planned,  he 
“ alone  was  privy  to  the  deed,  to  the  juft  horror 
“ of  which  he  was  now  awakened  ; and  which  he 
u hoped  in  a future  world;  the  torments  he  had 
u fuffered  here,  would  in  fome  meafure  expiate.” 
On  the  ffrft  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Henry, 
the  prince  of  Conde  quitted  his  retreat  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  Spain,  and  haftened  to  urge  his  preten- 
fons  to  the  regency  as  firft  prince  of  the  blood, 
A fplendid  palace,  a confiderable  fum  of  money, 
and  a penfion  adequate  to  his  dignity,  were  temp- 
tations that  his  neceflkies  allowed  him  not  to  refill ; 
while  the  difcontent  of  the  count  of  Soiffons  was 
* appealed  by  the  important  government  of  Nor- 
mandy. The  former  minifters  of  the  crown,  who 
had  ferved  with  fidelity,  and  who  were  recom- 
mended by  their  experience,  were  received  with 
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coldnefs,  and  liftened  to  with  evident  difapproba- 
tion ; the  queen  abandoned  herfelf,  without  re- 
feree, to  her  fond  partiality  for  her  Italian  adhe- 
rents ; Conchini,  a native  of  that  country,  and  of 
obfeure  extraction,  had  increafed  his  influence  by 
a marriage  with  Leonora  Galigai,  the  favourite  of 
the  regent,  and  their  united  counfels  ruled  France 
and  their  miltrefs  with  abfolute  fvvay.  The  maref- 
chal  de  la  Chatre,  wfith  a detachment  of  twelve 
thoufand  men,  had  efleCted  a jundion  with  prince 
Maurice  of  Naflau,  penetrated  into  Germany,  and 
reftored  the  duchy  of  Juliers  to  the  marquis  of 
Brandenburgh,  and  the  count  Palatine  of  New- 
burgh ; but  the  court,  as  if  fatigued  with  this  in- 
ftance  of  vigour,  again  funk  into  fupinenefs ; and 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  betrayed  and  deferted,  was 
happy  to  efcape  the  chaftifement  of  Spain,  by  the 
moft  degrading  and  humiliating  conceffions. 

The  duke  of  Sully,  auflere.  and  in-  . 

J . . . A.  E . 1 6 r i. 

flexible,  and  who  confiding  in  his  inte- 
grity, difdained  the  arts  of  courts,  found  that  fin- 
cerity,  which  had  been  efteemed  by  Henry,  no 
longer  acceptable;  he  indignantly  retired  to 
the  eftates  which  he  had  purchafed  through  the 
bounty  of  the  late  king,  and  refigned  his  offices 
of  governor  of  the  Baftile,  and  fuperintendant  of 
the  finances ; but  the  reformed,  who  fl  ill  confided 
in  him,  notwithftanding  the  intrigues  of  the  duke 
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of  Bouillon,  exhorted  him  to  retain  his  govern- 
ment of  Poitou,  and  his  poll  of  matter  of  the  ord- 
nance. Each  day  revealed  the  afcendancy  of 
Conchini,  who  endeavoured  to  remove  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people  the  unpopular  circumftance  of 
foreign  birth,  by  afluming  the  title  of  marquis 
of  Ancre.  The  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
whofe  title  devolved  on  his  younger  brother  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  did  not  interrupt  the  negocia- 
tions  which  the  queen  and  her  minifters  eagerly 
purfued  with  the  court  of  Spain.  Inftead  of  at- 
tempting to  reprefs  the  dangerous. ambition  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  regent,  to  eftablifli  her 
authority,  determined  clofely  to  connedls  herfelf 
with  that  family  ; and  while  the  young  king  was 
contracted  to  the  Infanta,  the  hand  of  his  fitter, 
the  princefs  Elizabeth,  was  engaged  to  the  prince 
of  Afturiasi 

While  the  princes  of  the  blood 
‘ 1 I2"  concealed  not  their  difgutt  at  the  in- 
fluence of  the  marquis  of  Ancre,  the  reformed,  in 
the  union  with  the  court  of  Spain,  dreaded  the 
revival  of  former  perfecutions.  The  duke  of 
Rohan,  fon-in-law  to  the  duke  of  Sully,  feized 
the  ftrong  town'  of  St.  Jean  d’Angeli,  the  go- 
vernment of  which  had  been  promifed  to  him  by 
the  deceafed  king;  in  excufe  for  the  enterprife 
he  alledged,  that  the  court,  at  the  reprefentations 
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of  the  duke  of  Bouillon,  had  removed  the  mayor, 
who  was  attached  to-  his  intereft,  and  appointed 
another,  wholly  at  their  own  devotion ; the  queen, 
to. quench  the  embers  of  revolt,  contented  to  re- 
ftore  the  former  officer;  and  the  death  of  the' 
count  of  SoifTons,  which  happened  foon  after,  left 
the  prince  of  Conde  without  a guide,  who  again 
reconciled  him felf  to  the  marquis  of  Ancre. 

The  duke  of  Bouillon  had  been  difpatched  to 
England  to  remove  the  jealoufies  which  James 
might  entertain  at  the  late  union  between  France 
and  Spain,  and  to  propofe  a marriage  with  die 
princefs ; Chriftina,  the  fecond  daughter  of  Hen- 
ry, and  the  elded  fon  of  the  king  of  Eng-  • 
land ; but  the  prince  of  Wales  unfortunately  ex- 
pired in  the  dawn  of  manhood,  when  his  talents  ., 
and  virtues  had  awakened  the  expectations  of  his* 
country  ; and  the  duke  of  Bouillon  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  opportunity  to  negociate  the  nuptials, 
of  his  own  nephew,  the  elector  Palatine,  with  the 
princefs  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  James ; a mar- 
riage, which  probably  prompted  the  eleCtor  to  his 
enterprife  againd  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia;  and 
which  after  plunging  his  poderity  in  a long  feries  . 
of  abjecl  didrcfs,  by  the  union  of  the,  princefs  So- 
phia with  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  finally  transferred 
the  feeptre  of  England  to  that  family. 


The 
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The  death  of  Francis,  duke  of 
13  ‘ Mantua  and  marquis  of  Montferrat, 
without  male  offspring,  rekindled  the  ambition  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy.  He  difputed,  in  arms,  the 
fucceffion  of  the  cardinal  of  Mantua,  the  brother 
of  the  deceafed  prince,  to  the  Marquifate.  His 
liberality  attached  to  his  caufe  a confiderable 
number  of  the  nobility,  and  his  forces,  like  a tor- 
rent, deluged  the  contefted  country,  and  fwept 
before  him  all  oppofition  to  the  very  gates  of 
Montferrat.  That  city  confented  to  receive  the 
vid:or ; and  Cafal  alone,  encouraged  by  the  pre- 
fence of  the  duke  of  Nevers,  held  out  for  the  car- 
dinal. At  the  fupplicating  voice  of  her  kinfman 
and  ally,  the  queen  of  France  prepared  to  chaftifc 
the  temerity  of  the  invader.  Spain,  and  the  Ve- 
netians, embraced,  with  rival  ardour,  the  fupport 
of  the  cardinal ; the  duke  of  Savoy,  in  his  turn, 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  numbers  and  refources 
of  fo  formidable  a confederacy;  he  was  reduced 
to  abandon  his  conquefts  with  the  fame  rapidity 
as  he  had  acquired  them ; and  efteemed  himfelf 
happy  in  obtaining  a peace,  by  acknowledging 
the  pretenfions  of  the  cardinal  to  the  territories  of 
his  deceafed  brother.  , 

A.  D.  1614.  Whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs  of 
»6,5-  France  abroad,  at  home,  her  annals  for 
four  fucceffve  years,  prefent  a dreary  jyofpeCt  of 
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uninterefting  anarchy  and  barren  difcord.  The 
princes  of  the  blood,  infatiate  of  power,  and  the 
nobles  turbulent  and  difcontented,  repeatedly 
erected  the  ftandard  of  revolt  againft  the  regal  au- 
thority ; as  frequently,  with  contemptible  levity, 
they  courted  the  returning  friendfhip  of  a court, 
whofe  timid  counfels  were  content  to  footh  without 
-prefuming  to  reprefs  their  capricious  arrogance. 
It  was  amidft  thefe  incefiant  alarms  and  defultory 
hoftilities,  that  th‘e  king,  who  had  been  declared 
of  age,  concluded  the  double  marriage  with  Spain, 
and  received  at  Bourdeaux  the  hand  of  Anne  the 
Infanta. 

From  the  celebration  of  that  cere-  a.  d.  1615, 
mony,  Lewis  purfued  his  march,  at  l6*6- 
the  head  of  a fmall,  but  well  difciplined  army,  to 
reduce  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  to  imprefs  his 
fubje&s  with  favourable  fentiments  of  his  courage 
and  activity.  The  approach  of  the  winter  fufpended 
the  operations  of  the  contending  parties,  who,  while 
they  reje&ed  all  terms  of  accommodation,  feemed 
fludious,  in  every  enterprife,  to  avoid  the  effufion 
of  blood ; with  the  retdrn  of  fpring,  the  royal 
forces  again  aflembled,  and  were  again - animated 
by  the  prefence  of  their  fovereign  ; but  when  his 

fubje&s  daily  expe&ed  the  efFe&s  of  that  military 

* 

ardour  which  had  thus  early  tran  fported  him  to  a 
camp,  they  were  furprifed  by  the  intelligence  that 
vor.  11.  . Z . he 
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he  had  fubferibed  a peace,  and  had  fubmitted  to 
the  demands  of  thofe  princes,  whom  he  had  fo 
lately  declared  traitors  to  his  throne. 

The  fatal  counfels  of  the  marquis  of  Ancre  had 
influenced  a meafure  fo  degrading  to  the  royal  au- 
thority ; the  alternate  perfecutor  and  proteftor  of 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  he  dreaded  a war,  which, 
if  fuccefsful,  could  add  but  little  to  his  power, 
and  if  unfuccdfsful,  muft  be  attended  with  his 
ruin.  In  the  field,  he  well  knew  the  king  would 
be  expofed  to  the  ready  accefs  and  fuggeftions 
of  the  nobility,  jealous  of  the  fuperior  fortunes 
of  a favourite,  whom  they  hated  and  defpifed; 
the  partiality  of  the  queen  had  invefted  him 
with  the  dignity  of  marefchal  ; but  this  new  rank 
had 'only  increafed  the  envy  of  his  competitors, 
and  the  deteiftation  of  the.  public.  He  lan- 
guilhed  to  return  to  Faris,  that  by  the  afcendancy 
of  his  wife,  over  the  mind  of  Mary,  he  might 
fecurc  himfelf  from  the  hoftile  pra&ices  of  his  ene- 
mies. 

» His  return  to  court  exceeded  his  mod  fanguine 
expectations.  The  queen,  though  no  longer  le- 
gally inVcfted  with  the  authority  of  regent,  flill 
appeared  to  maintain  her  influence  over  her  feeble 
fon,  and  was  herfclf  devoted  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
refchal and  his  confort.  With  lavilh  hand  he  dif- 
fipated  thofe  treafures  which  had  been  amafled 
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by  the  ambition  of  Henry,  and  the  unwearied  fru- 
gality of  Sully ; new  titles  were  invented,  and  new* 
pods  were  created  to  gratify  the  pride,  or  the  ava- 
rice of  his  dependants  ; the  ancient  fervants  of  the 
crown  were  difmifTed,  and  their  places  were  fup- 
plied  by  the  creatures  of  his  pleafure.  At  lengthy 
inflated  with  profpcrity,  and  no  longer  able  to  en- 
dure a rival,4  even  in  the  firfl  prince  of  the  blood, 
he  prevailed  on  the  queen  to  arreft  the  prince  of 
Conde,  who  had  prefumed  to  menace  him  with  Iris 
indignation. 

The  imprifonment  of  that  prince  in  the  Baflile, 
awakened  from  their  dream  of  fecurity  the  dukes 
of  Vendofme,  Mayenne,  Nevers,  and  Rohan,  with 
a fplendid  train  of  nobility,  who  haftily  retired 
from  court,  and  prepared  by  arms  to  deliver 
themfelves  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  favourite ; 
the*  public  difcontent  was  increafed  by  the  dif- 
miflal  of  Villeroy,  grown  grey  in  the  fervice  of 
Henry  the  Fourth,  from  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
flare,  and  by  the  promotion  of  the  bifhop  of  Lu- 
con,  fince  known  as  the  celebrated  cardinal  Rich- 
lieu.  The, vigour  that  the  court  difplayed  was 
mod  probably  the  efFedl  of  the  new  minifter’s, 
counfels  ; three  armies,  levied  with  diligence,  im- 
mediately appeared  in  the  field  to  fupport  the  royal 
authority  ; the  firfl  in  Champagne,  commanded 
by  the  duke  of  Guife,  reduced  Chateau,  Porcien, 
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and  Rethel ; the  fecond,  which  a<9ted  in  the  Ni- 
vernois,  and  was  conducted  by  the  marefchal  Mon- 
tigny,  defeated  and  took  prifoner  the  fecond  fon 
of  the  duke  of  Nevers ; the  third  was  en trailed 
to  the  count  d’Auvergne,  whom  the  queen  had 
drawn  from  the  long  confinement,  to  which  he  had 
been  fentenced  by  Henry,  and  now  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  royal  forces  in  the  ifle  of  France. 
Age  and  misfortune  had  not  extinguilhed  the 
youthful  vigour  of  that  reftlefs  noble.  He  fur- 
prifed  and  difperfed  the  fcattered  bodies  of  the 
confederates,  and  inverted  in  Soilfons  the  duke  of 
Mayenne,  fon  to  the  renowned  chief  of  the  league. 
The  walls  of  that  place  could  not  long  have  re- 
filled his  ardour ; and  he  had  already  prepared  to 
give  the  fignal  for  a general  alfault,  when  the  duke 
of  Mayenne  was  preferred  from  the  deftruCtion 
that  impended  over  him,  by  an  event  as  unex- 
pected as  it  was  decifive. 

While  the  marefchal  of  Ancre,  elated  at  the 
profpeCt  before  him,  gave  loofe  to  a temper  natu- 
rally rafii  and  vindictive,  his  capricious  jealoufies 
and  unbridled  arrogance  precipitated  on  his  own 
head  the  ruin  that  he  meditated  againft  his  ene- 
mies. He  had  placed  about  the  perfon  of  the 
young  king  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Luines, 
who  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  favour  and  confi- 
dence of  Lewis,  by  his  unwearied  affiduities,  and 
■ -nl  ~ -*■ ' the 
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the  ardour  with  which  he  planned  and  partook  of 
his  childifH  amufements ; btit  while  the  thoughts 
and  hours  of  this  new  favourite  teemed  occupied 
by  fports  and  pleafures  the  moft  frivolous,  he  in 
private  nourilhed  an  ambition  above  his  rank  and 
Ration.  ,The  marefchal  had  repulfed,  with  con- 
tempt, his  offer  of  alliance  by  uniting  his  brother 
to  the  niece  of  Ancre  ; and  Luines,  not  infenfible 
of  the  fufpicious  difpofition  of  the  Florentine,  de- 
termined to  provide  for  his  own  fafety,  by  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  a man  whom  from  that  moment  he  fe- 
cretly  confidered  as  his  implacable  enemy. 

In  the  unguarded  hours  of  familiarity,  he  im- 
preffed  Lewis  with  a lively  dread  of  the  danger- 
ous defigns  of  the  afpiring  Italian  ; he  reprefented 
to  him  that  his  father,  Henry  the  Fourth,  had 
ever  regarded,  with  peculiar  averfion,  the  influ- 
ence of  the  marefchal,  and  Leonora,  over  the 
mind  of  the  queen.  That  he  had  only  been  pre- 
vented by  the  tears  of  his  canfort,  from  compel- 
ling them  to  repafs  the  Alps ; that  the  evils  which 
he  had  forefeen  from  their  afcendancy  over  that 
princefs,  were  now  realifed  ; the  firft  prince  of  the 
blood  was  imprifoned ; the  principal  nobility  were 
banifhed  from  court ; and  the  kingdom  was  plunged 
into  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  tofatiate  rthe  re- 
venge, or  footh  the  arrogance  of  a fupercilious 
foreigner.  That  while  this  infolent  minion  dif- 
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pofed  at  pleafure  of  every  employment  of  trull  and 
importance,  the  fovereign  himfelf  was  little  better 
than  a captive  to  the  queen  and  the  marefchal ; 
and  the  avowed  preference  and  attachment  of  the 
former,  to  his  younger  brother  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, ought  to  infpire  him*  with  fentiments  of  pru- 
dent diltruft. 

% 

The  tender  years  of  Lewis  were  al- 
ready diftinguifhed  by  that  jealoufy  of 
the  royal  authority  which  afterwards  became  the 
•prominent  feature  of  his  character.  He  liflened 
attentively  to  the  repeated  fuggeftions  of  Luines, 
and  at  length  imparted  his  refolution  to  atchieve 
his  own  deliverance,  and  to  extmeuifh  the  torch  of 
civil  commotion  by  the  death  of  the  marefchal. 

With  the  concurrence  of  Lewis,  Luines  exacted 

% 

an  oath  from  Vitri,  the  captain  of  the  guild,  to 
execute  whatever  the  king  Ihould  command.  ' He 
.then  difclofcd  to  him  the  royal  orders  to  arreft  the 
marefchal  d’Ancre  ; and  Vitri  having  afibciated  in 
the  enterprile  his  brother  Hillier,  his  .brother-in- 
law  Perfan,  and  a few  more  friends,  on  whole  cou~ 
rage  and  fidelity  he  could  rely,  prepared  to  execute 
the  will  of  his  fovereign. 

While  the  confpirators  were  engaged  in  con- 
certing their  meafures,  the.  queen  was  confiden- 
tially admonilhed  to  difmifs  her  Italian  favourites, 
-whofe  - infolence  mult  involve  in  their  ruin  her 
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own  influence ; and  Leonora  was  exhorted  to  con- 
ivilt  her  fafety  by  a prudent  and  timely  retreat ; 
the  natural  timidity  of  her  fex  inclined  her  to  em- 
brace the  counfcl  that  was  offered  ; but  the  marefr 
chal  indignantly  rejetted  the  alternative,  and' de- 
clared that  he  would  never  defert  that  fortune  which 
hitherto  had  conflantly  accompanied  him.  On  the 
morning  fixed  for  his  deflruclion,t  he  had  entered 
the  Louvre,  furrounded  by  forty  gentlemen  who 
derived  their  fupport  from  his  liberality ; he  was 
earneftly  engaged  in  reading  a letter,  when  the 
captain  of  the  guard  and  his  friends  appeared ; 
the  retinue  of  Ancre,  imagining  they  preceded 
their  royal  mafler,  gave  way;  and  Vitri,  advanc- 
ing to  the  marefchal,  arrefled  him  in  the  name  of 
the  king.  In  a moment  of  aftonifhment  and  in- 
dignation he  laid  his  hand  on  his  fvvord ; this 
mark  of  refiftance  was  the  fignal  of  his  deftruc- 
tion.  The  command  of  Vitri  to  kill  him  was  in- 
ftantly  obeyed  ; and  three  piftols,  difeharged  with 
unerring  aim,  extended  the  marefchal  lifelefs  on 
the  ground.  > 

The  prefence  of  the  king  at  a window  which 
overlooked  the  bloody  feene,  repreffed  the  inef- 
fectual zeal  of  Ancre’s  adherents;  his  fon,  the 
marquis  de  Pene,  and  his  wife,  the  unfortunate 
Leonora,  were  immediately  fecured.  A judicial 
procefs  was  commenced  againft  the  latter;  her 
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eftates  were  confifcated,  and  (he  was  condemned 

* m 

to  expiate  with  her  life,  a crime  that  exifted  only  in 
the  malice,  or  ignorance,  of  her  profecutorsi  She 
was  charged,  and  pronounced  guilty  of  having  faf- 
cinated  the  ade&ion  of  the  queen  by  magical  arts ; 
but  the  conftancy  with  which  in  her  laft  moments 
, fhe  endured  the  fevereft  tortures,  commanded  the 
admiration,  though  it  difarmed  not  the  rage  of  her 
relentlefs  enemies.  .'••  •.  ' ./ 

The  deftru&ion  of  her  favourites  was  attended 
by  the  difgrace  of  the  queen-mother  herfelf ; that 
princefs,  diverted  of  her  guards,  and  the  enfigns 
of  royalty,  was  permitted  to  retire  to  Blois.  The 
power  which  had  been  occupied  by  Ancre  was 

transferred  to  Luines ; the  dignity  of  marefchal 

% 

was  conferred  on  Vitri ; his  brother  Hillier  was 

- * 

raifed  to  the  vacant  port  of  captain  of  the  guards ; 
and  the  bifliop  of  Lucon  was  compelled  to  refign 
the  feals  of  fecretary  of  rtate,  which  he  had  fo 
lately  received.  ' ' 

While  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  hopelefs  and  de- 
ferted,  anticipated  in  his  terrors  the  punifhment 
of  unfuccefsful  rebellion,  he  was  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  by  the  intelligence  that  the  marefchal  d\An- 
ere  was  no  more,  and  that  the  king  had  been 
pleafed  to  approve  his  conduct,  as  originating  in 
zeal  for  the  public  welfare*  The  gates  of  Soiffons 
were  thrown  open  to  the  royal  forces,  and  the 

count 
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count  d’ Auvergne  entered  as  a friend,  that  city 
which  he  had  fo  lately  affii&ed  with  all  the  cala? 
mities  of  war.  The  dukes  of  Vendofme,  Nevers, 
and  Rohan,  alfo  haftened  to  court  to  throw  them* 
felves  at  the  feet  of  a fovereign  whofe  juftice  had 

extinguilhed  the  objedt  of  their  enmity  ; and  while 

« p 

they  loaded  with  reproaches  the  memory  of  the 
former,  they  laboured  to  acquire,  by  their  aflidui- 
ties,  the  friendfliip  of  the  prefent  favourite ; the 
birth  of  Luines  rendered  him  defirous  of  ennobling 
his  obfcure  extra&ion  by  an  illuftrious  alliance; 
the  filler  of  the  duke  of  Vendofme,  and  the  na^  , 
tural  daughter  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  firffc  pre- 
fented  herfelf  to  his  afpiring  hopes ; but  he  ■ 
dreaded  the  revival  of  that  envy,  which  had 
proved  fo  fatal  to  the  marefchal  d’Ancre ; and 
contented  himfelf  with  foliciting  the  hand  of  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Montbazon ; who  with 
pleafure  confented  to  receive  as  his  fon-in-law  the 
favourite  of  the  king. 

. While  the  deftrudtive  flame  of  civil  commotion  ' 
preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  France,  the  duke  of 
Savoy  was  expofed  to  the  formidable  arms  and 
reftlefs  ambition  of  Spain.  The  marefchal  duke 
de  Lefdeguieres  flew  to  the  fuccour  of  that  prince, 
whom  formerly  he  had  encountered  with  equal  ar- 
dour. The  commands  of  the  queen-mother  could 
not  reftrain  him  from  an  enterprife  in  .which  .th£ 

' : glory 

/ 


\ 

\ 


Digitized  by  Google 


3*6  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

0 

glory  and  intereft  of  his  country  were  deeply  con- 
cerned. The  late  revolution  fufpended  his  opera- 
tions for  a moment,  but  on  the  dedm&ion  of  the 
marefchal  d’Ancre  he  refumed  them  with  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  royal  authority.  In  fucceffive  engage- 
ments the  troops  of  Spain  were  defeated  by  a ve- 
teran who  joined  the  fire  of  youth  to  the  experi- 
ence o-f  age ; and  at  the  indant  that  he  prepared 
to  carry  his  victorious  arms  into  Milan,  and  render 
Italy  once  more  the  theatre  of  war,  his  trium- 
phant career  was  flopped  by  the  intelligence  of  a 
peace,  which  Spain,  baffled  and  humbled,  had 
condefcended  to  propofe,  and  which  the  exhaufted 
coffers  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  induced  him  to 
accept. 

The  favourite,  who  had  obtained 

A.D.  1 6 1 s.  . / . 

, from  the  partiality  of  his  fovereign 
the  title  of  duke  ofLuines,  endeavoured,  by  every 
method  that  policy  could  fuggefl,  firmly  to  efla- 
blifh  his  dominion  over  the  mind  of  his  royal 
patron  ; at  the  fame  time  he  affiduoufly  courted 
the  general  opinion ; to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
the  people,  he  aflembled  the  dates  of  Rouen,  and 
abolifhed  the  mod  burdenfome  impods ; to  con- 
ciliate the  princes  of  the  blood,  he  appeared  zea- 
lous in  his  felicitations  to  procure  the  freedom  of 
the  prince  of  Coride;  and  by  a dextrous  applica- 
tion to  the  inrereds  of  individuals,  he  converted 
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the  reproachful  clamours  of  his  moft  formidable 
opponents  into  profefiions  of  efteem.  The  duke 
of  Mayenne  was  gratified  with  the  government  o 
Guienne,  wrefled  from  the  prince  of  Conde,  the 
marefchal  Ornano  was  appointed  to  that  of  Nor- 
mandy ; and  the  duke  of  Luines  refcrved  to  him- 
felf  the  Ifle  of  France,  the  fituation  of  which  al- 
lowed him  to  exercife  the  duties  of  a governor, 
without  neglecting  the  arts  of  a courtier. 

Yet  amidft  every  precaution  that  prudence 
could  dictate,  amidft  the  fplendour  of  a fortune 
that  was  envied  by  millions,  the  reftlefs  hours  of 
the  favourite  were  conftantly  haunted  by  the 
dread  of  the  returning  influence  of  the  queen- 
mother.  Exiled  and  encompafled  at  Blois  by 
hollow  friends  and  open  enemies,  that  princefs 
was  ftill  formidable.  She  entered  into  a corref- 
pondence  with  the  duke  d’Epernon,  who  had 
quitted  the  court  in  difguft,  and  maintained  in 
the  city  of  Metz  a fullen  independence.  He  rea- 
dily Aliened  to  the  advances  of  the  queen -mo- 
ther, whofe  partiality  he  had  formerly  experi- 
enced, and  whofe  deliverance  he  engaged  to 
atchieve.  At  the  head  of  an  hundred  horfe, 
W'hofe  fidelity  he  could  depend  on,  he  fuddenly 
quitted  Metz,  and  rapidly  advanced  to  Blois ; 
Mary,  informed  of  his  approach,  eluded  by  a 
ladder  of  ropes  the  vigilance  of  her  guards ; and 
i defoending 
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defcending  from  a window,  efcaped  to  the  protec- 
tion of  Epernon,  who  conveyed  her  fafely  into 
Angoulefme,  at  the  critical  moment  that  the  court 
had  determined  to  commit  her  a clofe  prifoner  to 
the  cafllc  of  Amboife. 

. _ , On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the 

flight  of  the  queen,  the  king  and  his 
favourite  abandoned  themfelves  to  menaces  the 
moft  harfh  and  violent.  An  hundred  thoufand 
men  were  deflined  to  chaftife  the  temerity  of  the 
duke  d’Epernon,  and  the  royal  forces  were  com- 
manded to  affemble  on  every  fide  to  recover  the 
fugitive  princefs,  and  to  overwhelm  her  prefump- 
tuous  proteftor ; but  with  the  return  of  reafon 
Lewis  was  awakened  to  the  infamy  of  arming 
againft  his  mother;  and  the  duke  of  Luines  was 
fenfible  that  the  public  voice  would,  attribute  to 
his  counfels  a war  unnatural  and  odious.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  duke  d’Epernon  beheld  himfelf 
difappointed  in  the  fupine  indifference  of  the  no* 
bles,  from  which  no  exhortations  either  of  his 
own  or  his  royal  ally  could  aroufe  them  ; he  was 
fenfible  that  alone  and  unfupported,  he  muft  foon 
fink  in  the  unequal  conflict ; yet  though  both 
parties  fincerely  wifhed  for  peace,  the  negocia- 
tions  were  flow  and  indecifive.  To  quicken  thefe, 
the  duke  of  Luines  recalled  the  bifhop  of  Lucon, 
whom  he  had  banifhed  from  the  fide  of  the 

queen- 
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queen-mother,  to  Avignon.  That  prelate,  whofe 
commanding  genius  was  already  difcerned  amidft 
the  clouds  of  faction*  was  peculiarly  acceptable  to 
Mary ; though  the  duke  d’Epernon  at  firft  re- 
garded him  with  jealoufy,  the  addrefs  and  insi- 
nuating manners  of  Richlieu,  foon  diffipated  his 
fufpicions,  and  enfured  his  confidence.  His  in- 
fluence again  eftablifhed  tliat  tranquillity  which 
was  fo  earneftly  defired.  The  queen-mother  by 
the  treaty  of  Angoulefme  was  reftored  to  liberty, 
and  indulged  in  the  privilege  of  changing  the 
feat  of  her  refidence  at  pleafure ; in  lieu  of  the 
government  of  Normandy,  fhe  received  that  of 
Anjou,  with  the  caftles  of  Angers,  Pont  de  Ce, 
and  Chinon.  Her  adherents  were  reinftated  in 
their  pofts  and  appointments ; but  on  this  occa- 
fion  Richlieu  himfelf  difplayed  the  features  of 
honourable  difintercftednefs,  and  amidft  the  vari- 
ous articles  that  he  ftipulated,  feems  alone  to  have  v 
neglected  his  private  advantage. 

That  difcord  which  interrupted  the  a,  d.  iti9. 
repofe  of  France,  was  diffufed  more  ,6l°- 
widely,  and  with  more  bloody  rage  through  the 
feveral  principalities  of  Germany.  The  oppoli- 
tion  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  inflamed  by  reli- 
. gious  eorhufiafm ; the  ftates  of  Bohemia  having 
taken  arms  againft  the  emperor  Mathias,  conti- 
nued their  revolt  againft  his  fuccefl'or  Ferdinand 
■ • < the 
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the  Second,  and  claimed  the  obfervance  of  all  the 
edicts  enadled  in  favour  of  the  new  religion,  along 
with  the  reftoration  of  their  ancient  laws  and  con- 
ftitution.  The  furrounding  principalities  Silefia, 
Moravia,  Lufatia,  Aultria,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Hungary,  took  part  in  the  quarrel;  and  each  in 
their  turn  experienced  the  horrors  and  calamities 
of  a civil  war. 

Ferdinand,  bold  and  haughty,  difdained  to 
conciliate  by  lenient  meafures  thofe  difaffedted 
fpirits  he  afpired  to  chaftife  by  arms.  With 
the  afliftance  of  his  own  fubjedts,  who  profefTed 
the  ancient  religion,  and  the  alliance  of  the 
neighbouring  Catholic  princes,  he  beheld  his  ar- 
mies fwelled  by  the  acceffion  of  the  Proteftant 
eledlor  qf  Saxony,  by  the  rapid  cavalry  of  Po- 
land, and  the  firm  and  veteran  infantry  of  Spain. 
To  refill  fo  formidable  a confederacy,  the  Hates 
of  Bohemia  determined  alfo  to  implore  the  pro- 
tection of  foreign  powers,  and  they  call  their  eyes 
on  Frederic  eleclor  palatine;  who  as  fon-in  law  to 
the  king  of  England,  and  nephew  to  prince  Mau- 
rice, whofe  uthority  was  become  almoft  abfolute 
in  the  United  Provinces,  might  from  his  own  am- 
ple dominions,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  connec- 
tions, be  able  to  defend  the  Proteftant  caufe  and 
the  liberties  of  Bohemia  from  the  hoftile  enter- 
prifes  of  the  lioufe  of  Auftria. 


The 
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The  elector  palatine,  ft i arulateci  by  the  fire  and 
ambition  of  youth,  accepted  the  crown  which  the 
diftrefs  of  the  ftates  had  proffered,  and  marched  • 
into  Bohemia  to  the  fupport  of  his  new  fub]efis. 
But  his  ralh  refolution  was  difapproved  by  James 
and  Maurice;  and  the  former  reftraining  the  ar- 
dour of  his  people  in  the  caufe  of  Frederic,  and 
impreffed  with  an  exalted  idea  of  the  rights  of 
kings,  refufed  to  countenance  the  revolted  fub- 
jects  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  eledtor,  de- 
feated in  the  great  and  decifive  battle  of  Prague, 
fled  with  his  family  into  Holland;  and  Spinola 
entering  the  palatinate,  notwithftanding  the  effort! 
of  fome  Proteftant  princes  of  Germany,  and  a gal- 
lant band  of  Englifh  volunteers,  commanded  by 
the  brave  fir  Horace  Vere,  in  a fhort  time  made 
himfeif  mafter  of  the  greatefl  part  of  that  princi- 
pality. 

In  France  the  power  and  favour  of  the  duke 
of  Luines  feemed  daily  to  incrcafe ; yet  the 
queen-mother,  though  all  her  demands  lead  been 
gratified  by  the  late  treaty,  ftill  refufed  to  appear 
at  court,  and  nourifhed  in  difeontented  fecurity, 
at  the  caftle  of  Angers,  the  feeds  of  revolt. 
To  fortify  himfeif  againfb  her  influence,  Luines 
had.  reftored  the  liberty,  and  laboured  to  engage 
the  gratitude  of  the  prince  of  Conde.  Bis:  the 
dread  that  union  might  have  infpired  was  ba- 
lanced 
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lanced  by  the  jealoufies  of  the  reformed,  by  the 
murmurs  of  the  people  at  new  impofts,  and  by' 
the , envy  of  the  nobility,  who  could  ill  brook 
the  fond  partiality  of  the  king,  and  the  infult- 
ing  grandeur  of  his  favourite.  The  duke  of 
Mayenne  retired  to  his  government  of  Gutenne; 
the  count  of  Soiffons,  the  dukes  of  Vendofme, 
Nevers,  Rohan,  and  Retz,  haftened  to  Angers, 
and  offered  their  fervices  to  the  queen-mother; 
the  duke  d’Epernon  once  more  ■ declared  in  her 
favour ; and  Mary  of  Medicis  affuming  the  tone 
of  independence,  proclaimed  her  refolution  never 
to  confent'  to  any  future  treaty,  unlefs  guarantied 
by  the  parliament  of  France,  or  fome  foreign 
power. 

But  on  this  occafion  the  king,  tenacious  of  his 
dignity,  aded  with  vigour  and  firmnefs.  While 
his  difcontented  fubjeds  gave  vent  to  their  in- 
dignation in  ineffedual  invedives,  with  what 
forces  he  could  haflily  affemble  he  entered  the 
province  of  Normandy,  confirmed  by  his  pre- 
fence the  doubtful  .allegiance  of  Rouen,  reduced  ' 
Caen,  and  compelled  the  duke  of  Eongueville, 
who  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  queen,  to  feek 
fhelter  in  Dieppe.  While  his  .fuccefs  infpired 
with  hope  and  confidence  his  own  adherents, 
Mary,  aflonifhed  at  an  alacrity  fo  little  expeded, 
felt,  with  the  approach  of  danger,  the  natural  ti- 
midity • 
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fluidity  of  her  fex  return ; rejedling  the  bold  and 
decifivc  counfels  of  the  duke  of  Rohan  , to  retire 
to  Bourdeaux,  and  rely  on  the  affedion  of  that  par- 
liament, zealoufly  attached  to  her  intereft,  (he  was 
perfuaded  by  the  bifhop  of  Lucon  to  depend  on 
the  effeds  of  negociation  ; a new  treaty  was  fub* 
fcribed  which  confirmed  the  former ; and  a gene- 
ral pardon  was  granted  to  thofe  who  fhould  de- 
fer ve  the  clemency  of  their  fovereign  by  imme- 
diate fubmiffion.  On  the  day  after  the  conditions 

¥ 

were  figned,  the  king,  diffembling  his  knowledge 
of  the  event,  attacked  and  carried  Pont  de  Ce,  a 
fortrefs  which  he  had  formerly  yielded  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  queen,  and  which  was  now  betrayed 
by  the  artifices  of  the  bifhop  of  Lucon,  and  the  „ 
cowardice  of  the  duke  of  Retz. 

If  in  the  treaty  of  Angoulefme,  the  difinterefted- 

nefs  of  Richlieu  commanded  the  admiration  of  his 

*♦*  * ♦ 

enemies  ; in  the  prefent,  the  fincerity  of  his  coun- 
fels and  the  integrity  of  his  conduct  were  univer- 
fally  fufpedled  and  loudly  impeached.  A fecrefc 
article  of  the  treaty  too  clearly  revealed  his  ambi* 
tious  motives.  While  the  duke  of  Luines  ftipu- 
lated  to  obtain  the  dignity  of  cardinal  for  the  afpir- 
ing  prelate,  the  bifhop  of  Lucon  confented  to  be«v 
flow  the  hand  of  his  niece,  with  an  immenfe  por- 
tion, on  the  nephew  of  the  favourite ; and  Mary 
of  Medicis  difcerned  too  late  that  fhe  had  fallen  a 
vol*  11*  A a ' , vidtim 
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victim  to  the  fpecious  arts  and  worldly  views  of  the 
fubtle  churchman. 

For  a feries  of  fifty  years  the  province  of 
Bearn,  the  patrimony  of  Henry'  the  Fourth,  had 
maintained  the  religion  of  the  reformed,  pure  and 
inviolate.  The  fuggeflions  of  the  favourite,  im- 
patient of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by  his  zeal  for 
the  ancient  worfhip,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  en- 
ter that  country  with  his  forces,  and  reeftablilh 
the  catholic  church  ; furprifed  and  unprepared 
for  refinance,  the  Bearnois  bent  before  the  ftorm 
they  were  incapable  of  refilling ; mafs  was  cele- 
brated in  the  prefence  of  Lewis ; and  after  fup- 
preffing  the  privileges,  and  uniting  the  princi- 
pality of  Bearn  to  the  crown,  the  monarch  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  his  capital  to  meditate  new 
cnterprifes,  and  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  royal 
authority. . 


The  inhabitants  of  Rochelle,  enthu- 

A.  D.  it:  l.  . ... 

fiaftic  in  the  caufe  of  religion,  ani- 
mated by  the  recoliedfion  of  former  exploits,  and 
confiding  in  the  edict  of  Nantz,  ftill  publicly  con- 
vened their  afFemblies,  and  braved  the  orders  of 
their  fovereign;  who  prohibited  their  meetings 
as  feditious,  and  proclaimed  them  rebels  to  the 
crown.  But  the  duke  of  Luines,  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  encountering  the  united  force  of  die 
reformed,  determined  to  detach  from  their  intereft 
•'  - ' the 
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the  imrefcbal  duke  de  Lefdeguieres;  to  gratify 
the  ambiuon  of  that  powerful  chieftain,  who  ruled  , 
pauphine  with  almoft  independent  authority,  the 
poft  of  marefchal-general  of  the  camps  was  infli- 
tuted ; but  the  favourite  at  the  fame  moment  feized 
for  himfelf  the  fword  of  conftable,  which  for  feven 
fucceffive  years,  fince  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Montmorency,  had  been  denied  to  the  folicitations 
of  rank  and  ability. 

The  intrigues  and  preparations  of  the  court 
could  not  be  concealed  from  the  vigilant  eye  of 
-the  Hugonots.  The  duke  of  Rohan,  fon-in-law 
to  the  duke  of  Sully,  with  his  brother  the  duke 
of  Soubife,  exhorted  them  to  defend  their  reli- 
gious principles  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  But 
du  Pleffis  Mornai,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Fourth,  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  ardour 
in  the  caufe  of  calvinifm,  now  avowed  h’is  reludt- 
ance  to  oppofe  the  authority  of  his  fovereign, 
and  furrendered  the  important  caftle  of  Saumur, 
vvhich  commanded  the  paffage  of  the  Loire.  His 
example  was  followed  by  the  duke  of  Tremouille, 
and  the  duke  of  Bouillon,  refpedtable  from  his 
experience,  and  from  his  principality  of  Sedan. 
The  king  himfelf,  accompanied  by  the  new  con- 
liable,  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  the  marefcbal 
duke  de  Lefdeguieres,  invefted  St.  Jean  d’Angeli ; 
,for  thirty  five  days  the  duke  of  Soubife  repulfed 
A a a with 
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with  perfevering  valour  the  inceflant  attacks  of  the  ’ 
royal  forces ; their*  fuperior  numbers  at  length 
compelled  him  tofurrender;  and  fome  praife  is 
due  to  the  magnanimity  of  Lewis,  who  refpedted 
the  gallantry  of  the  garrifon,  and  permitted  them 
to  depart  without  moleftation. 

From  the  redndion  of  St.  Jean  d’Angeli,  the 
royal  army  moved  forwards  towards  Montauban  ; 
but  the  care  of  the  Proteftants  had  provided  that 
place  with  a numerous  garrifon,  commanded  by 
the  marquis  de  la  Force;  and  the  pride  and 
power  of  the  monarch  were  fuccefsfully  oppofed 
by  the  fkill  of  that  officer,  and  the  conftancy  of 
his  brave  companions.  Their  fallies  from  the 
town  were  equally  bold  and  prudent ; and  in  re- 
pelling the  aftaults  of  the  befiegers,  they  difplayed 
an  invincible  courage ; for  three  months  Lewis  and 
his  general  prefTed  their  attacks  with  incredible 
obftinacy ; but  the  lofs  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 
with  his  brave  ft  officers  and  the  flower  of  his  army, 
obliged  the  king  to  abandon  the  hopelefs  enter- 
prise, and  to  lead  back  his  harafled  forces  to 
Paris. 

With  the  fiege  of  Montauban  the  reputation  of 
' the’  duke  of  Luines  expired  ; and  it  is  probable 
that  a timely  death  preferved  him  from  expe- 
riencing on  what  a fandy  foundation  he  had 
creded  the  edifice  of  greatnefs.  • From  the  mo- 
ment 
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ment  that  he  had  extorted  the  fword  of  con  lia- 
ble, Lewis,  profufe  to  his  favourites,  but  jealous 
of  a mailer,  had  viewed  him  with  eyes  of  diftruft  ; 
and  the  duke,  himfelf,  alarmed  at  the  fymptoms 
of  impending  difgrace,  funk  under  the  prelfure  of 
his  fears;  and  clofed  a life,  remarkable  only  for 
the  fplendid  and  unmerited  fortune  that  had  at- 
tended it. 

In  Spain,  Philip  the  Third,  unnoticed 

t i | i ip  i ID  • l6£2» 

ana  unlamented^  had  lunk  into  the 
grave ; while  Lewis,  indifferent  to  the  difpofition 
of  foreign  powers,  refumed  his  deligns  againll  his 
own  fubje£ts  with  redoubled  ardour  ; -he  had  be- 
llowed the  fword  of  conllable  on  the  duke  of  Lef- 
deguieres,  who  had  abjured  the  Protellant  reli- 
gion, and  entered  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  church. 
At  the  head  of  his  councils  he  placed  the  cardinal  * 
de  Retz,  and  the  count  of  Schomberg ; -and  in 
'confequence  of  their  advice,  he  marched  into  the 
province  of  Poitou,  with  a fmall  but  well-difci- 
plined  army,  to  chaltife  the  duke  of  Soubife,  who, 
after  the  reduction  of  St.  Jean  d’Angeli,  had  cob 
levied  a band  of  defperate  and  indigent  alfociates, 
and  ravaged  the  defencelefs  country.  On  the  ap^ 
proach  of  the  royal  forces,  he  retired*  into  the 
illand  of  Rhe,  feparated  from  the  continent  by  a 
•fmall  arm  of  the  fea,  which  was  fordable  at;,  low 
•water.  The  difficulty  of  the  enterprife  could  not 
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reftrain  the  indignant  courage  of  Lewis ; impatient 
of  refiftance,  he  eroded  the  ft  a under  cover  of 
the  night,  and  ftormed  the  intrenchments  of  hb 
rebellious  fubje&s:  the  duke  of  Soubife,  with  a 
few  companions  of  his  fortunes,  efcaped  the  ven- 
geance of  his  fovereign,  by  committing  himfelf  to 
the  waves,  and  fwimming  to  the  continent. 

Negrepelille  was  flormed  by  the  prince  of 
Conde,  and  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  every 
age  and  fex  were  involved  in  one  promifeuous 
carnage ; but  this  inftance  of  rigid  feverity.  iftl- 
prefled  not  with  terror  the  enthufiaftic  courage  of 
the  Proteftants.  The  walls  of  Montpellier  were 
defended  by  the  duke  of  Rohan  in  perfon,  and  the 
prince  of  Conde  beheld  the  flower  of  his  army 
confumed  in  ineffectual  alfaults ; the  citizens  of 
Rochelle,  though  invefled  by  fea  and  land,  ftill 
preferred  their  former  conftancy ; and  Lewis,  lif- 
tening  to  the  counfels  of  the  con  (table  Lefde- 
guieres,  who  revolved  with  concern  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a party  whofe  principles  he  had  formerly 
fo  fuccefsfully  fupported,  conlented  to  dole  the 
bleeding  wounds  of  his  country  by  a treaty  with 
the  Hugonots ; the  edict  of  Nantz  was  again  con- 
firmed ; the  royal  forces  were  withdrawn  from  the 
gates  and  harbour  of  Rochelle ; and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Montpellier  fubmitted  to  acknowledge 
'{heir  fovereign,  and  to  receive  him  within  their 
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walls ; but  the  king  in  the  moment  of  confidence 
violated  the  article  that  difmified  them  from  the 
dread  of  a royal  garrifon  ; two  regiments  devoted 
to  his  fervice  were  left  in  that  city  ; and  the  Pro- 
teftants,  too  weak  to  oppofe,  could  only  indulge 
their  refentment  in  empty  rpurmurs. 

During  the  convulfions  of  Italy,  and 
the  tranfient  authority  of  the  Sforzas  in 
Milan,  the  Valteline,  a country  fituated  on  the 
borders  of  Ferol  and  Milan,  but  annexed  to  the 
dominions  of  the  latter,  had  been  occupied  by  the 
hardy  natives  of  that  pait  of  Switzerland  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  Grifons ; their  poflefiion  of 
it  had  been  guarantied  by  Francis  the  Fir  ft  and 
Henry  the  Fourth  ; but  Spain,  with  the  acquifition 
of  the  duchy  of  Milan,  extended  her  pretenfions 
alfo  to  the  Valteline ; to  oppofe  her  ambition,  a 
confederacy  was  formed  by  the  duke  of  Savoy  and 
the  ftate  of  Venice  ; and  France  readily  agreed  to 
a league,  in  which  her  honour  and  intereft  were 
involved.  The  court  of  Spain,  alarmed  at  fo  for- 
midable a jun&ion,  confented  in  fome  meafure  to 
recede  from  her  claim,  and  to  fequefter  the  Valte- 
line into  the  hands  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  Gregory 
the  Fifteenth,  an  expedient  which  Lewis  for  the 
prefent  thought  it  prudent  to  acquiefce  in. 

But  the  attention  of  the  public  was 
foon  diverted  from  foreign  to  domeftic 
A a 4 concerns. 
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concerns.  The  cardinal  de  Retz  had  expired 
amidft  the  diflenlions  of  his  country  ; the  partiality 
of  the  queen  for  the  bifhop  of  JLucon,  now  known 
as  cardinal  Richelieu,  was  revived  ; and  the  king 
was  prevailed  upon  to  introduce  into  his  councils  a 
man  deftined  to  reftore  the  grandeur  of  France, 
and  to  eftablifh  a new  epoch  in  the  reign  of 
JLcwis. 
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, Chapter  the  'Thirty-third. 


DESIGNS  OF  RICHELIEU HE  EXPELS  THE  EC- 

CLESIASTICAL FORCES  FROM  THE  VALTELINE 

t 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  PRINCESS  HENRIETTA 

TO  CHARLES  PRINCE  OF  WALES WAR  WITH 

THE  PROTESTANTS  — WITH  SPAIN PEACE 

'•  . 1 

WITH  THE  LATTER ENGLAND  ARMS  IN  DE- 

FENCE  OF  THE  HUGONOTS SIEGE  OF  R0- 

CHELI.E — WAR  WITH  THE  HOUSE  OF  AUSTRIA 

REVOLT  OF  THE  DUKES  OF  ORLEANS  AND 

MONTMORENCY — EXECUTION  OF  THE  LATTER 

INVASION  OF  PICARDY  — REVOLT  AND 

DEATH  OF  THE  COUNT  OF  SOISSONS — CONSPI- 
RACY OF  * MESSIEURS  CINQ^  MARS,  AND  DE 
THOU — THEIR  FATE — REDUCTION  OF  PERPIG- 
NAN— DEATH  AND  CHARACTER  OF  RICHELIEU 
* . 

—OF  LEWIS  THE  THIRTEENTH. 


Fr  OM  the  tedious  and  unintereft- 
ing  annals  of  a monarch  whofe  perfonal  * * ,6z4' 
courage  alone  faintly  gilds  the  gloom  of  the  poli- 
tical 
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deal  horizon,  the  hiftorian  with  pleafure  hadens  to 
the  vigorous  counfels  and  afpiring  fpirit  of  his  mi- 
nider,  whofe  commanding  genius  burft  the  narrow 
limits  of  the  cloyfter,  and  awed  and  afton idled  the 
nations  of  Europe  with  the  blaze  of  its  meridian 
luftre.  Born  to  deer  the  veffel  of  date  amidft 
dorms  and  quickfands,  the  political  talents  of  the 
cardinal  Richelieu,  have,  to  the  prefent  moment, 
extorted  the  praifc  and  admiration  of  pofterity ; 
frequently  fuccefsful,  and  always  great,  in  his 
defigns,  he  rofe  with  accumulated  drength  from 
defeat ; and  the  ambitious  prelate  had  no  fooner 
exchanged  the  crozier  for  the  feals,  than  his  open 
and  fecret  enemies  were  overwhelmed  by  the  tor- 
rent of  his  ambition.  During  eighteen  years  he 
' maintained  his  afcendancy  over  the  jealous  mind 
of  his  fovereign  ; the  reformed,  who  had  tri- 
umphed over  the  artifices  of  Catherine  of  MedU 
cis,  and  the  dark  rage  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  were 
btoken  by  his  invincible  arm ; and  the  houfe  of 
Audria,  defeated  and  deprelfed,  was  forced  to 
yield  to  his  fuperior  fortune,  that  which  the  valour 
and  virtues  of  Francis  the  Fird  and  Henry  the 
Fourth  had  in  vain  attempted. 

His  rivals  in  the  cabinet  were  the  firft  vidimus 
to  the  arts  of  Richelieu ; and  the  duke  of  Vieu- 
ville,  to  whom  had  been  entrufted  the  care  of  the 

finances. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  36s 

finances,  was  ndt  only  difmifieci  from  his  poll,  but 
even  committed  to  the  caftle  of  Amboife ; his  fuc- 
cefibr  Marillac,  endeavoured  to  avoid  a fimilar 
fate,  by  an  obfequious  compliance  with  the  will 
of  the  cardinal : who  no  fooncr  had-  eftablilhcd 
his  authority  at  home,  than  he  prepared  to  extend 
the  terror  of  his  name  abroad.  His  admiffion 
into  the  conclave  had  not  ferved  to  imprefs 
him  with  zeal  or  awe  for  the  court  of  Rome; 
and  his  contempt  for  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter 
was  difplayed  in  his  inftruftions  to  expel  the 
ecclefiaftical  forces  from  the  Valteiine.  The,  mar- 
quis of  C oeuvres  obeyed  with  alacrity  orders  fo 
congenial  to  his  own  inclinations ; Gregory  the 
Fifteenth*  fenfible  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  thun- 
ders of  the  Vatican,  which  had  once  appeared  fo 
formidable,  contented  himfelf  with  remonftrances, 
which  Richelieu  received  with  impatience  and  con- 
ligned  to  neglefl. 

James  of  England,  wrapped  in  the  proud  and 
conftant  contemplation  of  roj'al  dignity,  con- 
fidered  every  alliance  below  that  of  a king,  as 
unworthy  of  the  prince  of  Wales;  and  deter- 
mined never  to  bellow  the  hand  of  his  fon 
Charles,  but  on  a daughter  of  France  or  Spain. 
With  the  latter  court  his  ambaflador,  the  earl  of 
Brillol,  had  opened  a negociation.  Philip  the 
Fourth  received  his  propofals  with  ple^fure ; and 

with 
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with  the  infanta  offered  a portion  of  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  the  refiitution  of 
the  palatinate,  which  had  been  wrefled  from  Fre- 
deric, fon-in-law  to  James,  by  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. But  when  all  meafures  were  agreed  be- 
tween both  parties,  and  nothing  was  wanting  but 
the  difpenfation  from  Rome,  this  connexion,  fo 
honourable  and  advantageous  to  England,  was 
broken  by  a romantic  enterprife,  originally  con- 
ceived with  the  idea  of  haflening  and  cementing 
the  propofed  alliance. 

George  Villicrs,  with  the  foie  recommendation 
of  peilbnal  accomplifhments,  had  rapidly  ad- 
vanced in  the  favour  of  James,  too  partial  to  exT 
ternal  advantages;  and  from,  an  obfcure  condi- 
tion, had  attained  the  rank  and  title  of  duke  of 
Buckingham  ; to  ingratiate  himfelf  alfo  with  the 
fon,  he  propofed  to  the  prince  of  Wales  to  break 
through  the  forms  which  ufoally  bind  the  heirs 
of  royalty,  and  palling  in  difguife  to  Madrid,  to 
introduce  himfelf  to  the  infanta  as  an  ardent  and 
devoted  lover.  Charles  relifhed  the  gallantry  of 
the  propofal ; a reluctant  confent  by  the  tears  of 
his  fon,  and  the  reproaches  of  his  favourite,  was 
extorted  from  James;  and  the  prince  of  Wales, 
accompanied  by  Buckingham,  privately  quitted 
London,  and  eroded  over  to  Calais.  They  had 
even  the  .temerity  in  their  journey  to  vifit  the 
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French  court  in  difguife,  and  the  charms  of  the 
princefs  Henrietta,  the  lifter  of  Lewis,  made  a 
lively  and  deep  impreffion  on  the  heart  qf  the 
youthful  prince. 

Though  Charles  and  the  duke  were  received  at 
Madrid  with  every  mark  of  refpe£t  and  attention 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  yet  the  volatile  manners, 
and  diffolute  pleafures  of  the  latter,  but  iil  accorded 
with  the  gravity  and  dignity  of  the  Spanilh  court. 
Influenced  by  motives  of  difguft  or  caprice,  he  de-A 
termined  to  return  without  accomplilhing  the  ob* 
jedt  of  his  journey ; he  eafily  obtained  the  acquief- 
cence  of  Charles ; the  delay  of  the  ciifpenfation 
from  Rome  afforded  a decent  pretence ; And  im- 
mediately on  their  arrival  in  England,  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  prevailed  on  the  eafy  king  and  prince, 
firft  to  fufpend,  and  afterwards  to  break  off  the 
negociation  with  Spain. 

But  James  ftill  continued  firmly  ^ 
fixed  in  opinion,  that  his  fon  would 
be  degraded  by  receiving  into  his  bed  a princefs 
of  lefs  than  royal  pedigree.  After  the  rupture 
therefore  with  Spain,  nothing  remained  but  an 
alliance  with  France,  and  to  that  court  he  im- 
mediately applied  himfelf.  The  earls  of  Hol- 
land and  Carlifle  were  fent  over  amba'fladors  on 
this  occafion ; but  though  the  portion  of  Hen- 
rietta equalled  not  that  of  the  infanta,  and  the 
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reftitution  of  the  palatinate  could  not  be  expe&ed 
from  this  alliance,  yet  the  fuperior  addrefs  of 
Richlieu  to  the  Englilh  mini  Hers,  extorted  the 
fame  terms  for  the  Chriftian  .king,  as  had  been 
granted  to  the  Catholic.  To  Henrietta  was  al- 
lowed the  important  privilege  of  educating  her 
children  till  they  attained  the  age  of  thirteen  ; and 

V 

Buckingham  was  difpa^chcd  to  Paris  to  conduct 
die  bride  to  her  royal  confort,  who,  by  the  death 
of  his  father  James,  had  afeended  the  throne  of 
England. 

But  the  near  alliance  of  France  with  a Protef- 
tant  king  did  not  deter  the  cardinal  from  nou- 
rilhing  the  moll  fatal  defigns  againft  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  reformed  religion.  Pride  had  in- 
duced him  to  brave  the  impotent  refentment  of 
die  court  of  Rome ; and  that  policy  which  con- 
fidered  the  augmentation  of  the  regal  authority  asi 
the  grand  objcdl  of  his  adminiftration,  prompted 
him  to  meditate  the  extirpation  of  a hardy  fedf, 
whofe  frequent  revolts  openly  violated  the  dignity 
of  the  crown.  Several  circumftances  pointed  out 
to  him  the  favourable  moment  of  enterprife; 
the  duke  of  Bouillon,  and  du  Pleflis  Morhai,  for- 
midable from  their  abilities,  their,  experience, 
and  their  influence,  had  expired  covered  with 
years  and  glory ; and  though  the  brothers  of 
R?han,and.§qubife,  by  their  martial  exploits  had 

i acquired 
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acquired  and  maintained  a high  reputation,  yet 
their  impetuous  courage  too  often  flighted  the 
voice  of  prudence,  and  precipitated  their  party 
into  dangers,  which  hourly  threatened  their  de- 
Rru&ion. 

The  late  treaty  had  been  infringed  by  the  in- 
trodu&ion  of  a royal  garrifon  into  Montpellier, 
* and  the  remonflrances  of  the  Hugonots  had  been 
disregarded  or  evaded  by  the  court.  A new  fub- 
jed:  of  difcontent  now  prefented  itfelf  in  a royal 
fleet  Rationed  at  L’Orient,  to  guard  and  block 
up  the  harbour  of  Rochelle.  The  duke  of  Sou- 
bife  offered  with  a few  {hips  fuddenly  to  attack 
and  deftroy  the  hoftile  fquadron ; and  permitted 
the  Hugonots,  if  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  to  dif- 
own  : his  conduct.  Though  his  meafures  were 
betrayed,  he  happily  accompliflied  the  daring 
project : and  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  his  fuc^ 
cefs,  his  brother  the  duke  of  Rohan  refumed  hi* 
arms,  and  again  difplayed  the  banner  of  revolt. 
A fharp  and  defultory  war  was  carried  on1  with 
that  fire  and  ■ animofity  that  attends ' religioua 
commotion.  The  Rochellers  were  defeated  at 
fea  by  the  united  fquadrons  of  France  and  Eng* 
land  ; but  the  lofs  of  the  confederates  in  the  action 
prevented  them  fiom  improving  their  advantage. 
The  clamours  of  the  Engliih  compelled  their 
fovereign  to  interfere ; the  mediation  of  the  con* 
«.  3 fort 
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fort  of  Henrietta  • was  liftened  to  . with  refpeft* 
and  a peace  at  length  was  concluded,  which  con- 
firmed the  edicl  of  Nantz;  the  harbour  of  Ro- 
chelle was  delivered  from  , the  vigilance  of  the 
royal  Squadrons;  the  fort  of  St.  Lewis,  which  ap- 
proached and  infulted  that  city,  was  to  be  demo- 
lifhed  within  fix  months ; and  the  king  of  France 
confented  that  his  brother-in-law,  the  king  of 
England,  fhould  guarantee  to  the  Proteftants  the 
articles  of  the  peace. 

Philip  had  beheld  with  indignation  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  troops  from  the  Valteline ; 
the  French,  as  allies  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  (till 
maintained  the  war  againfl  the  power  of  Spain. 
The  Spaniards,  in  attempting  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Verue,  were  defeated  with  considerable  lofs ; but 
Urban  the  Eighth,  who  had  Succeeded  to  the  apof- 
tolical  chair,  prevented  the  two  crowns  from 
coming  to  an  open  rupture.  His  zeal  to  recon- 
cile the  moft  powerful  princes  of  the  Catholic 
church  was  attended  with  fuccefs ; a treaty  was 
concluded  at  Moncon,  by  which  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Valteline  was  confirmed  to  the  Grifons,  and 
the  pafles  of  that  country,  by  the  gratitude  ,of  her 
allies,  were  Secured  to  France. 

, ' , „ The  reputation  of  Pdchlieu  was 

A.  D»  1626.  1 

not  increafed  by  his  firft  eflays  in' 

j 

arms ; to  the  hugonots  he  had  granted  the  moft  • 

* favourable  • 
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favourable  conditions;  and  in  the  late  treaty  of 
Moncon  the  duke  of  Savoy  loudly  complained 
that  his  interefts  were  deferted.  But  if  abroad  his 
ability  and  integrity  were  impeached,  at  home, 
he  ; was  expofed  to  the  envy  and  rage  which  at- 
tends fuccefsful  ambition.  Gallon,  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  brother  to  the  king,  had  completed  his 
eighteenth  year,  and  that  irrefolution,  which  form- 
ed the  predominent  feature  of  his  character,  be- 
gan already  to  difplay  itfelf.  His  father,  Henry 
the  Fourth,  had  expreffed  his  wilh  that  he  might 
be,  united  to  mademoifelle  Montpenfier,  one  of 
the  greateft  heireffes  of  France;  but  the  favourites 
of. the  duke  of  Orleans  endeavoured  to  divert 

t 

his  inclinations  to  a marriage  with  fome  foreign 
princefs,  whofe  connexions  might  render  him  in- 
dependent of  the  power  of  the  minifter.  Their 
intrigues  could  not  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
cardinal ; the  marefchal  Ornano,  who  had  even 
concerted  the  alfaflination  of  Richelieu,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Baftile,  and . delivered  by  difeafe 
from  an  ignominious  death  ; the  count  of  Chalais 
expired  on  a fcaffold;  the  duke  of  Vendofme, 
and.  his  brother  the  grand  prior,  were  clofely 
guarded  ; and  the  count  of  SoifTons,  by  a hafty 
flight,  fought  (helter.  from  the  temped  in  the 
court  of  Rome.  The  deligns  of  his  enemies  ferved 
only  to  edablifh  the  authority  and  influence  of 
vol.  11. . > . B b the 
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the  cardinal ; and  the  partiality  of  Lewis  for  his 
minifter,  was  evidently  difplayed  in  the  honoura- 
ble diftinttion  of  guards  for  the  prote&ion  of  his 
perfon. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  deprived  of  all  in  whom 
he  could  repofe  confidence,  returned  to  court; 
and  with  his  natural  levity  conceived,  or  pretended, 
a violent  paffion  for  mademoifelle  Montpenfier. 
The  nuptial  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
cardinal ; but  though  the  duke  himfelf  obtained, 
from  the  liberality  of  his  brother,  the  duchies  of 
Orleans  and  Chartres,  with  the  county  of  Blois, 
his  folicitations  for  his  unhappy  friends  were  inef- 
fectual ; and  the  cardinal  having  crulhed  the  ene- 
mies of  his  perfon,  prepared  to  extinguish  thofe  of 
his  faith.  . s 

Though  ardent  in  his  defigns  of  humbling  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  he  was  convinced,  to  exert  the 
power  of  France,  it  was  firft  necefiary  to  extirpate 
the  feeds  of  civil  commotion ; the  Proteftants,  im- 
patient of  delay,  had  urged  by  arms  the  demoli- 
tion of  Fort  St.  Lewis ; but  their  temerity  was 
checked  by  the  formidable  preparations  and  vigo- 
rous meafures  of  Richelieu ; and  the  duke  of  Sou- 
bife,  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  Rochelle,  menaced 
on  every  fide,  implored  and  obtained  the  affiftance 
of  England. 


That 
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That  court,  embarrafied  by  domef- 
tic  factions  and  an  unfuccefsful  war  ’ ’ l6*7' 
with  Spain,  ought,  perhaps,  in  prudence  to  have 
declined  any  hoftile  enterprife  againft  the  kingdom 
of  France.  Its  mediation,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
formed, had  hitherto  been  attended  with  the 
greateft  advantages ; and  Richelieu  himfelf,  dar- 
ing as  he  was,  could  not  but  regard,  with  fome 
degree  of  dread,  the  martial  fpirit  of  a people  who 
had  fo  often  proved  the  fcourge  of  his  country ; 
but  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ftill  maintained  his 
afcendancy  over  the  mind  of  Charles;  when  dif- 
patched  to  receive  the  princefs  Henrietta,  he  had 
entertained  a guilty  paflion  for  the  queen  of 
France ; the  beauty  of  his  perfon,  the  elegance  of 
his  manners,  and  the  fplendour  of  his  equipage, 
eaft  round  him  a luftre,  which  is  fuppofed  even 
to  have  dazzled  the  eyes  of  royalty  ; a private 
vifit  that  he  paid  to  Anne,  was  received  with  a re- 
proof that  favoured  more  of  kindnefs  than  anger ; 
but  his  prefumption  had  not  efcaped  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  cardinal ; the  vigilance  of  that  minifter 
was  exerted  to  preclude  all  future  correfpondence  ; 
on  the  preparations  of  Buckingham  for  a fecond 
embaffy  to  Paris,  he  was  informed  by  a meffage 
from  Lewis,  that  he  muft  not  think  of  fuch  a 
journey ; and  though  he  reluftantly  abandoned 
the  defign,  he  ever  after  nourilhed  a deep  refent- 
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ment  again  ft  Richelieu,  to  whofe  fuggeftions  he 
imputed  his  difappointment. 

A.  d.  i6n,  He  had  already,  in  a wanton  infult, 
>6x8.  difplayed  the  features  of  his  imperious 
difpofition  ; he  prevailed  on  Charles  to  fend  back 
to  France  all  the  domeftics  of  that,  nation , who 
had  attended  Henrietta  to  England.  The  maref- 
chal  Baflompierre  was  difpatched  by  Lewis, to  the 
court  of  London,  to  remonftrate  againft  this  in- 
fraction of  the  marriage  articles  ; and  though  the  , 
addrefs  of  the  ambaffador  rendered  . him  accept- 
able to  Charles,  yet  his  efforts  could  only  lufpend 
the  increafing  jealoufy  and  enmity  of  Bucking-  . 

ham. 

Implacable  in  his  hatred,  that  haughty  favourite 
now  liftened  with  pleafure  to  the  reprefentations  , 
of  the*  duke  of  Soubife;  in.  the  naval  victory 
over  the  Rochellers,  the  fleet  of  France  had  been 
reinforced  by  a fquadron  -from  England,  and  the 
fubfequent  peace  had  been  concluded  under  the 
mediation  of  Charles ; that  monarch  had  affifted 
in  humbling  the  Hugonots,  and  his  honour  was 
concerned  in  faithfully  guaranteing  a treaty,  which 
his  arms  had  compelled  them  to  accept ; -when  to 
thefe  arguments  were  added  the  felicitations  -of 
Buckingham;  and  the  clamours  of  his  people, 

-zealous  for  their  oppreffed  Proteftant  brethren,  it 
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is  no  wonder  that  the  relu&ance  of  Charles  was 
overwhelmed  by  their  united  force. 

Before  the  mighty  preparations  of  Richelieu 
could  be  completed,  a fleet  of  an  hundred  fail, 
and  an  army  of  feven  thoufand  men,  were  fitted 
out  for  the  invafion  of  France.  Both  of  thefe  were 
entrufted  to  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  prefented  himfelf  with  his  arma- 
ment before  the  harbour  of  Rochelle ; but  fo  ill- 
•concerted  were  his  meafures,  that  the  inhabitants 
refufed  to  admit  thefe  formidable  allies,  of  whofe 
coming  they  had  not  been  previoufly  informed. 
Difappointed  in  this  expe&ation,  the  duke  directed 
his  operations  againft  Rhe,  an  adjacent  ifland,  pro- 
tected by  a numerous  garrifon  and  firong  fortifica- 
tions ; he  landed  his  men,  though  with  fome  lofs ; 
and  had  he  immediately  urged  his  attacks,  and 
not  allowed  Thoiras,  the  French  governor,  feveral 
days  refpite,  he  might  probably  have  reduced  St. 
Martin,  the  principal  fortrefs  of  the  ifland ; but 
his  negligence  and  unaccountable  delay  enabled 
the  French  to  replenifli  the  magazines,  and  rein- 
force the  garrifon  of  that  place.  The  Englifli 
were  repulfed  in  repeated  attacks ; detached  and 
fucceflive  bodies  of  troops  were  poured  by  the 
cardinal  into  the  ifland  ; and  Buckingham  him- 
ielf,  after  the  lofs  of  two  thirds  of  his  original 
force,  found  it  neceflary  to  confult  his  fafety  by  a 
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precipitate  retreat.  He  conduced  the  rear  in 
perfon,  with  a gallantry  which,  in  fome  meafure, 
effaced  the  difgrace  of  defeat ; but  while  the  tefti- 
mony  of  his  companions  eftablifhed  the  reputation 
of  his  courage,  the  voice  of  the  public  loudly  im- 
peached his  fkill  and  judgement. 

. The  retreat  of  Buckingham  was  the  fignal  for 
adtion  to  Richelieu,  That  minifter  had  already 
fecured,  by  feparate  treaties,  the  alliance  of  Spain 
and  the  United  Provinces  ; his  addrefs  had  repre- 
fented  to  the  court  of  Philip  his  treaty  with  the 
latter,  as  folely  a temporary  expedient  to  prevent 
their  arming  in  defence  of  the  reformed ; he  had 
recalled  and  pardoned  the  count  of  Soiffons  ; and 
while  he  reftrained  the  levity,  had  conciliated  to 
his  defigns  the  inclinations  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  army  that  he  had  affembled  was  com- 
manded by  the  king  in  perfon,  and  animated  by 
the  prefence  of  the  principal  nobility.  The  car- 
dinal, who  accompanied  his  fovereign,  afpired 
to  the  reputation  of  a general  as  well  as  a flatef- 
man  ; he  planned  the  lines  of  circumvallation ; 
defigned  the  different  forts,  and  directed  the  at- 
tacks. To  deprive  the  befieged  of  all  fuccour,  his 
boundlefs  genius  formed  the  proje£t  of  throwing 
acrofs  the  harbour,  a mole  of  a mile’s  extent  in 
that  boifterous  ocean.  His  diligence  daily  urged 
and  infpefted  the  work ; but  before  it  yet  could 
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be  completed,  the  fleet  of  England,  commanded 
by  the  earl  of  Denbigh,  once  more  appeared  in 
view.  The  Rochellers  crowded  to  their  ramparts 
with  the  expectation  of  inftant  relief,  and  Riche- 
lieu trembled  for  the  darling  ftrufture  which  his 
daring  ambition  had  fuggefted ; but  he  was  pre- 
ferved  from  difgrace  by  the  treachery  or  cowardice 
of  the  Englifh  admiral ; and  the  earl  of  Den- 
bigh, after  throwing  into  the  city  a fcanty  fupply 
of  corn,  declined  an  engagement  with  the  fleet  of 
France,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth.  To  efface 
the  difhonour  of  the  Englifh  arms,  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  determined,  in  perfon,  to  refume 
the  command ; but  while  his  prefence  haftened 
the  preparations,  he  fell  a victim  to  the  national 
indignation,  and  was  affaffinated  by  the  hand  of  a 
fanatic,  named  Felton  ; who  avowed  himfelf 
prompted  to  the  deed  by  the  remonftrance  of  the 
commons,  that  declared  the  duke  the  fource  of 
every  national  grievance,  and  the  great  enemy  of 
the  public. 

The  unhappy  fate  of  Buckingham  fufpended 
the  armaments  of  England ; each  moment  was 
afiiduoufly  employed  by  the  cardinal;  and  he  at 
length  beheld  the  flupendous  work  completed, 
and  enabled  to  defy  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  In 
vain  did  the  earl  of  Lindfay,  who  fucceeded  to 
the  command  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  endeavour  to 
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force  his  way  to  the  harbour.  The  mole,  firmly 
and  ftrongly  fortified,  refilled  and  repelled  the 
weight  of  his  attacks.  Hopelefs  of  fuccefs,  he 
abandoned  the  Rochellers  to  defpair,  and  fteered 
back  his  courfe  to  England.  The  lalt  fpark  of  en- 
thufiafm,  which  had  fo  long  infpired  the  miferable 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  expired  with  die  fignal  of 
his  retreat.  While  yet  his  fails  were  in  fight,  they 
confented  to  furrender  at  difcretion;  and  fome  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  miferies  they  had  endured, 
fince  of  fifteen  thoufand  perfons  who  had  originally 
been  lhut  up  in  Rochelle,  for  thoufand  alone  fur- 
vived  the  fatal  effedls  of  famine,  fatigue,  and  the 
fword. 

The  king  entered  the  proltrate  city  in  triumph ; 
and  the  fortune  of  the  cardinal  was  Hill  more  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  moment  of  fubmiffion,  than  even 
his  genius  had  {hone  forth  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fiege.  Scarce  had  the  citizens  opened  their  gates 
to  implore  the  clemency  of  their  fovereign,  before 
a tempelt,  fo  violent,  agitated  the  ocean,  as  to  bury 
in  the  waves  the  proud  ftrudture  that  he  had 
planned.  Had  the  Rochellers  perfevered  but  a 
few  hours  longer,  the  fury  of  the  ftorm  had  over- 
whelmed the  pride  of  the  cardinal,  and  preferved 
their  freedom  ; but  the  wretched  inhabitants  drew 
fome  confolation  from  the  pity  of  their  monarch ; 
their  walls  were,  indeed,  difmantled  ; but  their 
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perfons  and  effefts  were  fpared  ; and  the  modera- 
tion of  Lewis  and  his  minifter,  fatisfied  with  hav- 
ing broken  the  power  of  the  Hugonots,  and  wrefted 
from  them  their  ancient  afylum,  (till  permitted  ' 
them  to  enjoy  an  open  and  avowed  toleration. 

The  celebrated  duke  of  Lefdeguieres  had  ex- 
pired amidft  the  diffenfions  of  his  country,  with- 
out beholding  the  humiliation  of  the  reformed, 
whofe  tenets  he  had  formerly  profelfed,  and  whofe 
principles  he  had  fuccefsfully  vindicated  with  his 
fword.  On  his  deceafe,  the  king  refolved  to  fup- 
prefs  the  office  of  conftable,  a dignity  that  he 
thought  raifed  the  fubjedt  too  near  the  throne; 
he  obtained,  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  duke  of 
Montmorency,  the  refignation  of  the  poll  of  ad- 
miral, and  committed  the  management  of  the 
marine  to  the  vigilance  of  the  cardinal.  The  ge- 
nius of  that  afpiring  ftatefman,  which  embraced 
every  department,  had  juftified  the  difcernment  of 
his  fovereign  in  the  fiege  of  Rochelle  ; but  though 
his  addrefs  might  baffle,  his  abilities  could  not 
extinguish,  the  hatred  of  a court ; the  duchefs  of 
Orleans  had  found  her  grave  in  the  nuptial  bed  ; 
after  being  delivered  of  a daughter,  fhe  expired, 
lamented  by  her  confort,  whofe  former  rel usance 
her  amiable  qualities  had  converted  into  a lively 
affedticn  ; but  the  duke  foon  after  refumed  his  in- 
trigues ; his  natural  levity  foon  returned  to  efface 
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the  lofs  of  his  late  duchefs;  he  profefled  an  ardent 
paflion  for  Mary  de  Gonzagua,  the  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Nevers ; and  his  addrefles  to  that  lady 
were  alternately  renewed,  or  fufpended,  as  his  own 
caprice  inclined,  and  the  intereft  of  his  favourites 
dictated. 

The  contempt  of  the  cardinal  for 
A.D.  1629.  ^ pee  Rome  jiaci  been  inftanced 

in  the  expulfion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  forces  from 
the  Valteline ; fuperior  to  the  influence  of  reli- 
gious fuperflition,  from  political  motives  alone, 
he  had  armed  the  power  of  the  crown  againft  the 
reformed ; to  exalt  the  glory  of  France  and  to 
deprefs  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  now  refigned  his 
own  perfonal  refentments.  On  the  death  of  Vin- 
cent duke  of  Mantua,  his  kinfman,  the  duke  of 
Nevers,  * pleaded  his  claim  as  the  next  male  in 
fucceflion  to  that  duchy  ; but  the  emperor  aflerted 
his  right  as  fupreme  prince,  .and  bellowed  the 
inveftiture  on  the  duke  of  Guaftalla;  and  the 
duke  of  Savoy  alfo  urged  his  prctenfions  to  the 
Marquifate  of  Montferrat ; both  were  fupported 
by  the  forces  and  treafures  of  Philip  ; the  banners 
of  Spain  were  difplayed  from  the  walls  of  Man- 
tua ; and  the  duke  of  Nevers  could  only  loudly 
accufe  an  ufurpation  which  he  was  incapable  of 
refilling.  He  had  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 
cardinal  by  entering  into  the  cabals  of  his  avowed 
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enemies;  he  was  expofed  to  the  perfecution  of 
the  queen -mother,  who  regarded,  with  open  aver- 
ixon  and  female  rage,  the  paflion  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans  for  Mary  de  Gonzagua  ; but  in  the  mind 
of  Richelieu,  the  intereft  of  the  Rate  fuperfeded 
every  other  confideration ; and  while  he  aban- 
doned the  fenfe  of  his  own  injuries,  he  was  deaf 
to  the  implacable  enmity  of  Mary  of  Medicis. 
He  advifed  the  king  of  France  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  fupporting  his  own  fubjedt,  the 
duke  of  Nevers,  againft  the  injuftice  of  the  houfc 
of  Auftria.  The  ardent  fpirit  of  the  minifter 
, communicated  itfelf  to  the  monarch ; and  with 
the  veterans  whofe  difcipline  had  been  confirmed 
and  whofe  perfeverance  had  been  exercifed  in  the 
fiege  of  Rochelle,  Lewis,  early  in  the  enfuing 
fpring,  eredted  his  ftandard,  and  prepared  to 
march  to  the  relief  of  Cafal,  which  was  befieged 
by  the  forces  of  the  confederates.  The  incle- 
mency  of  the  feafon,  the  - rugged  tradts  of  the 
Alps  in  vain  oppofed  his  progrefs ; he  penetrated 
through  the  narrow  pafs  of  Suza ; and  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  alarmed  at  his  approach,  confented  to 
defert  his  allies,  and  to  negociate  a treaty  with 
France.  He  engaged  to  allow  a free  paflage  to, 
and  to  fupply  with  provifions  the  forces  of  Lewis  : 
and  he  agreed,  with  his  own  army,  to  join  the 
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French  ftandard,  and  to  chace  the  Spaniards  from 
the  walls  of  Cafal. 

To  the  defence  of  that  fort  refs,  Lewis  detached 
three  thouland  chofen  foldiers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Thoiras,  who  had  alieady  fignalized 
his  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the  ifland  of  Rhe. 
The  monarch  himfelf,  with  his  minifter,  animated 
by  fuccefs,  traverfed  again  the  Alps,  and  entered 
his  kingdom  to  chaftife  the  prefumption  of  the 
Hugonots.  The  duke  of  Rohan,  undifmayed  by 
the  reduction  of  Rochelle,  ftill  difplayed  the 
banner  of  revolt  in  Gujnne,  Languedoc,  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Cevennes.  Nifmes,  Montau- 
ban.  Cadres,  Privas,  and  Alais,  dill  profefled  the 
principles  of  the  reformed,  and  declared  their 
refolution  to  feal  their  faith  with  their  blood. 
While  the  cardinal,  oppreffed  by  a flow  and  dan- 
gerous fever,  fought  a tranfient  repofe  from  his 
toils,  the  king  aflaulted  the  walls  of  Privas,  com- 
pelled the  garrifon  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  and 
devoted  the  inhabitants,  without  exception  of  age 
or  fex,  to  the  fword.  Richelieu,  rejoiced  at  his 
abfence  from  the  protnifcuous  maffacre  which 
fullied  the  viftory  of  his  fevereign.  This  in- 
flance  of  feverity  flruck  terror  indeed  into  the 
citizens  of  Alais;  drongly  fortified,  and  amply 
provided,  that  place  might  long  have  refilled  the 
attacks  of  the  royal  army ; the  gates  were  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  opened  on  the  approach  of  the  king, 
and  the  duke  of  Rohan,  too  fatally  convinced  of 
the  inability  of  the  Proteftants  any  longer  to  de- 
fend themfelves  by  arms,  figned  a treaty,  which 
reftored  the  reformed  to  their  eftates  and  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but  deprived  them 
in  their  fortified  towns  of  the  means  of  protedting 
either.  He  himfelf  immediately  after  withdrew 
into  honourable  exile.  But  the  citizens  of  Mon- 
tauban  rejected  terms  which  involved  their  walls 
in  deftruftion,  and  refufed  admittance  to  the 
prince  of  Conde,  whofe  fanguinary  difpofition 
they  dreaded.  To  the  exhortations  of  Richelieu 
himfelf  they  were  lefs  inexorable;  the  cardinal 
with  his  guards  were  invited  to  enter  the  city  ; 
and  the  lenity  with  which  he  treated  the  inhabi- 
tants, added  a milder  luftre  to  the  glory  that  he 
had  acquired  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  martial  enter- 
prifes. 

The  enemies  of  Richelieu  had  . „ 

....  A.  D 1630. 

again  refumed  their  intrigues ; but  - 

their  cabals  proved  fatal  to  themfelves,  and  ferved 
to  confirm  the  authority  of  the  cardinal,  who 
Lewis,  by  letters  patent,  inverted  with  the  title  of 
principal  minijler.  The  duke  of  Savoy  had  avail- 
ed himfelf  of  the  late  hoftile  operations  againft 
die  Proteftants,  had  violated  the  treaty  of  Suza, 
and  had  joined  the  Spaniards  in  the  fiege  of  .Cafal. 

To 
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To  the  title  of  minifter,  the  king  of  France  added 
that  of  lieutenant  general ; and  the  cardinal,  pof- 
feffed  of  all  military  and  civil  power,  prepared 
to  chaftife  the  prefumption  of  the  Savoyard.  He 
crofted  again  the  Alps  in  perfon ; and  while  he 
affeCted  to  liften  to  terms  of  accommodation, 
continued  his  march  with  unwearied  rapidity. 
The  heads  of  his  columns  were  already  pointed 
towards  Turin,  and  the  duke  was  diligently  oc- 
cupied in  preparing  for  the  defence  of  his  capi- 
tal, when  Richelieu,  fuddenly  changing  his  di- 
rection, prefented  himfelf  before  the  gates  of 
Pignerol ; that  important  fortrefs,  which  opened 
a direCt  road  from  Dauphine  into  Italy,  was  taken 
in  twelve  days;  and  the  minifter  now  fum- 
moned  Lewis  to  the  camp  to  fhare  the  glory  of 
his  ambitious  projects.  With  a veteran  army  of 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  the  king  of  France  over- 
ran and  reduced  the  country  of  Savoy  ; Mazarin, 
afterwards  fo  well  known  in  France  by  the  dig- 
nity of  cardinal  and  the  power  of  minifter,  was 
fent  to  negoeiate  with  Lewis  on  behalf  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy  ; a partial  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  all  he 
could  obtain ; and  that  unhappy  prince,  who  be* 
held  his  territories  portioned  out  between  his  im- 
placable enemies,  and  faithlefs  allies,  funk  him-'' 
fclf  into  the  grave  the  victim  of  difappointed  am-' 
bit  ion. 
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The  death  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  facilitated  the 
progrefs  of  the  French.  Revel,  Ville  Franche, 
and  Poncallier,  inftantly  capitulated  ; but  their 
career  of  conqueft  was  checked  ;by  a peftilential 
diforder,  which  thinned  and  debilitated  the  ar- 
mies of  France.  The  king  himfelf  indifpofed, 
and  attended  by  the  cardinal,  had  retired  to 
Lyons;  and  the  remnant  of  the  troops  under  the 
. marefchals  de  le  Force,  Schomberg,  and  Marii- 
lac,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  Cafal. 
Feeble  and  enervated  by  difeafe,  the  ardour  of 
the  generals  infpired  the  foldiers;  they  already 
beheld  the  walls  of  that  fortrels,  and  the  camp  of 
the  befiegers ; but  when  they  hourly  expected 
the  fignal  for  engaging,  they  were  preferved  from 
the  encouifter  with  the  frefh  and  vigorous  troops 
of  Spain,  by  intelligence  of  the  treaty  of  Ratifbon, 
negociated  by  Mazarin,  and  which  eftablifhed  the 

duke  of  Nevers  in  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of  the 

' / 

duchy  of  Mantua  and  the  Marquifate  of  Mont- 
ferrat. 

The  indifpofition  of  Lewis  was  attendend  by 
the  moft  alarming  fymptoms,  and  in  the  danger 
of  the  monarch  the  minifter  beheld  his  own. 
His  enemies,  encouraged  by  the  queen- mother, 
refumed  their  hopes  and  intrigues  ; but  when  the 
phyficians  had  even  pronounced  the  recovery  of 
Lewis  impoflible,  a fudden  and  favourable  turn 

in 
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in  his  diforder  confounded  the  foes,  and  confirmed 

% • * s 1 

the  authority  of  the  cardinal.  The  mod  adtive  of 
his  enemies  were  difgraced  and  arrcfted ; and 
Mary  of  Medicis  herfelf  was  compelled  to  fubmit 
to  a feigned  reconciliation  with  the  haughty  ftatef- 
man,  whofe  influence  over  the  mind  of  her  fon 
had  overwhelmed  his  regard,  and  even  his  refpedf 

r I 

for  his  parent. 

Sweden  emerging  from  obfcurity.and 
' ’ animated  by  the  heroic  genius  of  the 
great  Guftavus,  had  already  penetrated  into  Ger- 
many, and  fhaken  by  fucceflive  victories  the  impe- 
rial defpotifm  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria;  to  fecond 
her  efforts  the  cardinal  negociated  a treaty,  by, 
which  he  engaged  annually  to  fupply  Guftavus 
with  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  while  he 
acquired  with  equal  addrefs,  by  a fecret  article 
with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Pignerol,  and  prevailed  on  the  duke  of  Man- 
tua to  admit  a French  garrifon  .into  Cafal.  Yet 
even  thofe  negociations  fo  advantageous  to  his 
country,  could  not  exempt  him  from  the  malice 
of  his  adverfaries ; the  queen-mother  and  the 

duke  of  Orleans  ftill  retained  their  implacable 

♦ ' • < # 

enmity.  But  their  adherents,  the  princefs  of  Conti, 
with  the  duchefles  of  Elboeuf  and  Fefdiguieres 
were  fentenced  to  exile,  and  the  marefchal  Baf- 
fompierre  was  committed  to  the  Baftile.  Mary 
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of  Medicis  efcaped  to  Flanders  from  the  ftern  juf- 
tice  of  her  fon,  and  the  inexorable  refentment  of 
hiS  minifter ; the  duke  of  Orleans  fought  fhelter 
from  the  ftorm  in  the  court  of  Lorrain  ; and  aban- 
doning himfelf  to  his  natural  levity,  efpoufed  Mar- 
garet the  fitter  of  that  prince. 

The  pride  of  the  king  of  France  A 
was  wounded  by  the  prefumption  of 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  in  affording  fhelter  to,  and 
contra&ing  an  alliance  with,  his  fugitive  brother. 
Twice  he  invaded  the  territories  of  that  prince,  and 
twice  compelled  him  to  fue  for  peace  on  the  mod 
humiliating  conditions.  Amidil  thefe  alarms  the 
duke  of  Orleans  had  quitted  a court  which  could 
no  longer  afford  him  fecurity,  and  had  retired  to 
his  mother  Mary  of  Medicis  in  Flanders.  While 
Lewis  purfued  his  career  of  viftory  in  Lorrain, 
his  brother  having  collected  a feeble  band  of  two 
thoufand  followers,  penetrated  into  Burgundy, 
exhorted  the  inhabitants  to  arm  againft  the  arro- 
gance of  the  cardinal,  and  infulted  and  deftroyed 
the  fuburbs  of  Dijon.  Chaced  from  thence  by 
the  marefchal  de  la  Force,  he  retreated  into  Au- 
vergne; and  purfued  by  marefchal  Schomberg, 
efcaped  with  his  miferable  train  into  Languedoc. 
The  duke  of  Montmorency,  who  governed  that 
province,  received  the  brother  of  his  fovereign 
with  open  arms,  and  efpoufed  his  defigns  with 
vol.  tx.  C c ardour. 
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ardour.  Though  Thouloufe,  the  capital,  main- 
tained its  loyalty,  and  proclaimed  the  adherents 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans  rebels,  yet  the  amiable 
qualities  of  Montmorency  drew  to  Pezenas  the 
principal  nobility  of  the  province ; on  thefe  he 
bellowed  the  title  of  Hates  of  Languedoc  ; in  an 
eloquent  and  fpirited  manifefto  he  arraigned  the 
pride,  the  infolence,  and  the  opprefiive  adminis- 
tration of  the  cardinal ; and  to  fupport  his  decla- 
rations by  action,  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  who  had  crowded  to  his  ftandard,  he  prefied 
forwards  to  attack  marefchal  Schomberg,  who, 
with  four  thoufand  infantry,  had  poffeffed  himfelf 
pf  a ftrong  camp  near  Caftelnaudari.  The  im- 
petuous courage  of  Montmorency,  with  his  ca- 
valry alone,  attacked  the  entrenchments  of  that 
general.  His  example  infpired  his  followers 
with  the  molt  heroic  refolution;  the  works  of 
the  royalifts  were  pierced  by  their  daring  efforts ; 
but  while  their  leader  difplayed  the  valour  of  a 
fpldier,  he  neglefted  the  duties  of  a commander  ; 
his  martial  train,  as  they  rulhed  on  to  improve 
their  advantage,  were  betrayed  into  an  arobufcade 
and  overwhelmed  by  fuperior  numbers  ; the  duke 
of  Montmorency,  wounded  in  feverai  places, 
and  his  horfc  killed  under  him,  was  taken  pri- 
foner;  and  the  duke  of  Orleans,  informed  of 
his  fate,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  retrieve  the 

day. 
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day,  retreated  with  his  fcattered  and  disheartened 
troops. 

The  inexorable  juftice  of  Lewis  Suffered  not  the 
duke  of  Montmorency  long  to  languifh  in  tonfine- 
ment ; his  procefs  was  immediately  formed  before 
the  parliament ; he  was  fentenced  to  lofe  his  head ; 
and  he  expired  on  the  Scaffold  with  calm  and  un- 
daunted courage.  Inferior  only  to  his  anceftors  in 
. fortune,  in  him  Were  extinguilhed  the  male  de- 
fcendants  of  the  houfe  of  Montmorency ; and 
while  the  jealoufy  of  Lewis  refufed  to  fpare  his 
life,  his  liberality  enriched  with  his  eftates  the 
prince  of  Conde,  who  had  married  his  fillet. 

While  the  fate  of  Montmorency'  was  in  fuf- 
pence,  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  endeavoured  to 
obtain  his  pardon  by  profeffions  of  future  allegi- 
ance ; but  no  fooner  had  the  deadly  blow  been 
given,  than  that  prince  retired  again  into  Flan- 
ders. His  abfence  and  intrigues  gave  but  little 
unealinefs  to  the  court  of  France.  That  king- 
dom each  day  became  more  confcious  of  h£r  own 
flrength,  and  of  her  weight  in  the  political  ba- 
lance of  Europe.  The  great  Guflavus,  after  re- 
peatedly defeating  the  veteran  troops  of  Ferdi- 
. nand,  and  delivering  Germany  from  the  imperial 
yoke,  clofed  in  the  arms  of  vidlory  a life  of  fplendid 
atchievements  and  military  renown.  The  metno- 
. rable  fi'eld  of  Lutzen,  in  which  he  triumphed  and 
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expired,  railed  again  the  drooping  fpirits  of  tile 
houfe  of  Auftria,  who  welcomed  a defeat  that  was 
accompanied  by  the  fate  of  their  moft  formidable 
adverfary.  But  Richelieu,  diligent  to  improve 
every  event,  concerted  his  meafures  with  prudence 
and  promptitude;  he  nourilhed  by  continual  fub- 
fidies  the  confederacy  of  the  German  princes;  - he 
fecretly  negociated  with  the  united  Rates  of  Hol- 
land ; and  he  recalled  the  duke  of  Rohan  from 

i 

exile,  and  entrufted  to  his  abilities  the  command 
of  the  French  forces  in  the  Valteline. 

A.  D.  1633,  Though  Richelieu  regarded  with 
i634-  contempt  the  machinations  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  he  fuffered  not  the  authority  of 
his  fovereign  to  be  infulted  with  impunity  by  the 
reiterated  bollilities  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain.  He 
eafily  perfuaded  Lewis  to  regard  that  prince  as 
the  abetter  of  the  fa&ious  defigns  of  his  brother, 
and  once  more  to  invade  his  dominions.  Lune- 
ville  and  Saint  Mihel  were  rapidly  reduced  by 
: the  French  ; Nanci  was  invefted  ; and  the'  unfor- 
tunate duke  was  compelled  to  furrender  his  capital 
•as  the  pledge  of  his  fincerity,  to  deliver  his  filler  to 
the  king  of  France,  and  to  facilitate  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  her  marriage  with  the  duke  of  Orleans. 
But  Lewis  iiad  fcarce  returned  to  Paris,  before  the 

t 

duke  of  Lorrain  having  accomplifhed  the  efcapc 
of  his  lifter  to  Flanders,  endeavoured  to  elude  his 
3 ' engage- 
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engagements,  and  to  preferve  his  people  from  the 
calamities  of  war,  by  magnanimoufly  refigning  his 
territories  to  his  brother  Francis.  This  artifice 
could  not  avert  the  indignation  of  the  cardinal; 
the  marefchal  de  la  Force,  with  a numerous  army, 
re-entered  Lorrain,  furprized  the  new  duke  and  his- 
confort,  and  eftablifhed  the  authority  of  France 
throughout  the  whole  duchy.  The  duke  of  Or- 
leans, difmayed  by  the  deftruCtion  of  his  brother- 
in-law  and  ally,  concluded  a treaty  of  reconcili- 
ation, quitted  Bruffels  alone,  and  threw  himfelf  at 
the  feet  of  Lewis.  But  though  he  confented  to 
live  at  Blois  feparate  from  his  confort,  he  perfe- 
yered,  with  a degree  of  contlancy  unufual  in  his 
conduct,  to  maintain  the  validity  of  his  mar- 

X 

riage. 

While  the  cardinal  counteracted  with  fuccefs 
his  domeftic  enemies,  he  was  alarmed  by  the 
progrefs  of  the  foreign  foes  of  France,  and  the 
returning  profperity  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria.  At 
Nordlingen  the  victories  of  Guftavus  were  effaced 
by  the  total  defeat  of  the  Swedes;  and  the  Im- 
perialilts  beheld  twenty  thoufand  of  their  ad- 
verfaries  lifelefs  on  the  field.  The  policy  of 
Richelieu  revived  their  fainting  courage  with 
liberal  and  conftant  pecuniary  fupplies ; but  at 
the  fame  time  he  ftipulated  for  the  immediate 
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pofleffion  of  Philipfburgh  and  Spires  in  Ger- 
many ; and  the  ceffion  of  Alface  on  the  frontiers 
of  Lorrain,  as  foon  as  he  declared  war  againft 
Spain. 

Though  long  averfe  to  plunge  his  country  into 
an  open  conteft  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the 
fituation  of  his  allies  allowed  Lewis  no  farther 
delay.  The  forces  of  the  emperor  had  already 
occupied  Philipfburgh;  and  the  cardinal  con- 
cluded a fecret  treaty  with  the  united  provinces  of 
Holland.  On  the  intelligence  of  this  hoftile  ne- 
gociation,  the  court  of  Spain  determined  by  ac- 
tivity and  vigour  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  her 
enemies;  fhe  poured  her  forces  into  Treves,  fur- 
prized  the  capital,  and  feized  the  eleftor,  who 
had  acceded  to  the  league  with  France.  This 
bold  and  fuccefsful  cnterprifc  was  refented  by 
France  by  an  open  declaration  of  war.  The 
marefchals  Chatillon  and  Breze  were  commanded 
to  march  to  the  fupport  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
then  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maeftricht ; in  their 
progrefs  they  encountered  and  defeated  with  cniel 
(laughter  the  forces  of  Spain,  commanded  by 
prince  Thomas  of  Savoy.  Animated  by  fuccefs, 
and  joined  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  they  forced 
open  the  gates  of  Tillemont,  and  inverted  Lou- 
vain ; but  the  diffenfions  of  the  commanders  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  this  enterprife  with  dirt 
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grace  ; and  an  army  which  threatened  to  fubvert 
the  authority  of  Philip  throughout  Flanders,  was 
wafted  in  vain  attempts,  or  confumed  by  fatigue 
and  difeafe. 

It  was  not  alone  by  arms  that  Richelieu  en* 
deavoured  to  fupport  the  glory  of  his  country., 
His  arts  detached  from  the  court  of  Spain  the 
dukes  of  Savoy  and  Parma ; and  marefchal  Cre- 
qui  was  inftr lifted,  in  concert  with  thofe  princes, 
to  aflert  the  liberties  of  Italy.  He  was  defeated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  by  the  fuperior  forces  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  loudly  impeached  the  envy  and 
difcontent  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  as  the  fource  of 
his  misfortune. 

The  king  had  beheld  with  impatience  not  only 
his  foreign  conquefts  flraken,  but  even  his  here- 
ditary dominions  infulted ; the  duke  of  Lorrain 
had  eluded  the  vigilance  of  his  guards,  and  efcaped 
from  confinement ; his  appearance  in  that  duchy 
revived  the  zeal  of  his  fubjefts;  feveral  important 
places  opened  their  gates  to  him ; but  his  career 
was  checked  by  the  unexpefted  prefence  of  Lewis 
himfelf,  who,  at  the  head  of  a fmall  army,  haftily- 
aflembled,  flew  to  maintain  his  former  acquifitions, 
retook  Saint  Mihel,  and  returned  triumphant  to 
Paris  ; while  the  duke  of  Rohan  emulated  in  the 
Valteline  the  glory  of  his  fovereign,  and  in  two. 
bloody  and  fucceflive  engagements  broke  in  that. 
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country  the  ftrength  of  the  Imperialifts  and  Spa- 
niards. 

. _ , Metz  was  reduced  by  the  forces  of 

the  Emperor,  but  the  Germans  were 
compelled  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Colmar  by  the  car- 
dinal Valette ; who,  defpifing  the  tranquil  duties 
of  the  church,  in  imitation  of  Richelieu,  afpired  to 
military  glory.  The  Spaniards  on  their  fide  pof- 
feffed  thcmfelves  of  St.  John  de  I.uz ; but  in 
Italy  they  were  defeated  by  the  /kill  and  valour  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy ; yet  this  misfortune  was  foon 
repaired,  and  Spain,  after  ravaging  the  territories 
of  the  duke  of  Parma,  now  meditated  a more  im- 
portant enterprife. 

To  fupport  the  war  in  fo  many  different  quar- 
ters, France  had  dripped  of  troops  the  frontier  of 
Picardy,  and  expofed  it  to  the  incurfions  of  her 
enemies.  The  Spani/h  army,  commanded  by 
prince  Thomas  of  Savoy,  and  reinforced  by  the 
celebrated  Picolomini,  entered  the  defencelcfs 
province,  occupied  Capelle  and  Catelet,  paffed 
the  Somme  in  defiance  of  the  French  troops  under 
the  count  of  Soiffons,  and  in  lefs  than  a week 
reduced  the  ftrong.town  of  Corbie.  The  Parifi- 
ans  liftened  with  confternation  to  the  rapid  and 
unexpected  approach  of  their  foes ; the  capital 
was  filled  with  terror  and  confufion ; the  fovc- 
reign  involved  himfelf  in  a filent  and  gloomy 
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defpondency;  but  the  cardinal  difplayed  a forti- 
tude and  magnanimity  worthy  of  his  elevated 
fortunes.  He  threw  himfclf  on  the  confidence 
of  the  public ; he  difmiffed  thofe  guards  which 
the  partiality  of  the  king  had  afligned  him; 
and  ever  fruitful  in  expedients,  called  forth  on 
this  emergency  the  refources  of  the  ftate.  The 

i 

horfes  and  domeftics  of  the  wealthy,  the  perfonal 
fervice  of  the  poor,  were  demanded  to  encounter 
the  impending  danger.  The  fcattered  bands  of 
France  were  foon  fwelled  to  an  hoft  of  fifty 
thoufand  men.  Richelieu  would  willingly  have 
affumed  the  command  himfelf,  but  the  count  of 
Soiffons  refufed  to  ferve  under  him ; and  the  car- 
dinal entrufted  the  fate  of  France  to  that  prince, 
and  the  duke  of  Orleans ; whofe  jealoufy  of  each 
other  he  imagined  would  prevent  them  from  com- 
bining in  any  intrigues  dangerous  to  his  au- 
thority. ’?  *.  * * 

The  difeernment  of  the  Cardinal  on  this  occa- 
fion  deferted  him ; the  two  generals  adted  with 
perfedt  unanimity,  compelled  the  Spaniards  to 
repafs  the  Somme,  and  retook  Corbie ; but  at  the 
fame  time  they  concerted  the  deftrudtion  of 
Richelieu,  and  Amiens  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
feene  of  his  affaflination. . At  the  moment  when 
the  confpirators  expedted  the  fignal  from  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  the  refolution  of  that  prince  forfook 
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him,  and  he  declared  that  his  confcience  would  not 
permit  him  to  fhed  the  blood  of  a cardinal,  an  arch- 
bilhop,  and  a priell.  The  minifter  was  not  apprized 
of  his  ganger  till  it  was  patted.  The  duke  of  Or- 
leans haftily  retired  to  Blois,  and  the  count  of  Soif- 
fons  fought  (helter  in  Sedan  ; but  the  cardinal  was 
unwilling  at  this  critical  jundture  to  increafe  his 
own  enemies,  and  thofe  of  the  public.  He  pre- 
vailed on  Lewis  to  treat  both  the  princes  with  le- 
nity ; the  duke  of  Orleans  was  foon  reconciled,  by 
acknowledging  the  validity  of  his  marriage ; and 
the  count  of  Soittons  was  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
income  of  his  eftates  in  exile. 

AD  637  The  enfuing  campaign  ppened  with 
events  the  moft  inaufpicious  to  France; 
the  duke  of  Purma,  befieged  in  Placentia,  was 
compelled  to  renounce  the  alliance  of  that  crown. 
The  duke  of  Rohan,  neglected  by  cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, who  (till  regarded  him  with  jealoufy,  after 
exhaufting  his  private  credit,  was  conftrained  to 
evacuate  the  Valteline.  But  thefe  difafters  were 
followed  by  a feries  of  fplendid  fuccefs;  the 
count  of  Harcourt  recovered  in  Provence  the 
iflands  of  St.  Margaret  and. St.  Honoret ; the  duke 
of  Valette  reduced  feveral  forts  which  the  Spani- 
ards had  kized  in  Guienne ; marefchal  Schom- 
berg  raifed  the  fiege  of  Lucat,  and  defeated  Ser- 
bellon  the  Spanilh  general ; cardinal  de  la  Valette 
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again  planted  the  ftandard  of  France  on  the  walls 

of  Capelle;  the  marefchal  tie  Chatillon  fuccefs* 

/ 

fully  inverted  Damvilliers  in  Luxemburg;  and 
the  duke  of  Longueville  extended  his  conquefts 
in  Franche-Compte.  In  Italy,  the  duke  of  Sa- 
voy, feconded  by  marefchal  Crequi,  triumphed 1 
over  the  Spaniards  led  by  the  duke  of  Modena; 
and  in  the  Netherlands,  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  compelled  the  garrifon  of  Breda' 
to  furrender. 

The  flame  of  fuperftition  was  nou- 
rifhed  amidft  the  devaftations  of  war; 
and  Lewis,  to  propitiate  the  favour  of  heaven, 
folemnly  fubmitted  his  kingdom  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  holy  virgin.  The  duke  of  Weimar, 
who  had  been  trained  to  arms  in  the  fchool  of 
Guftavus,  and  who  maintained  an  independent 
authority  over  an  army  of  various  nations,  was 
fupplied  from  the  treafuies  of  France;  he  was 
however  furprifed  and  routed  in  the  liege  of 
Rheinfeld  ; the  duke  of  Rohan,  who  had  accom- 
panied him  from  erteem,  here  received  his  mor- 
tal wound,  and  clofed  a life  of  virtue  and  glory. 
But  the  duke  of  Weimar  within  a few  days  ef- 
faced his  difgrace  by  the  total  defeat  of  his  ene- 
mies. Four  imperial  generals  in  chains  attefted  , 
his  triumph ; and  the  towns  of  Rheinfeld,  Fri- 
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bpurg,  and  Brifac,  acknowledged  the  dominion  of 
the  victor. 

The  death  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  rather  increased 
than  diminifhed  the  influence  of  France ; his  wi- 
dow, the  lifter  of  Lewis,  was  appointed  regent  du- 
ring the  minority  of  her  infant  fon  ; and  Richelieu 
refolved  to  retaliate  on  Spain  the  invafion  of  Pi- 
cardy by  the  fiege  of  Fontarabia.  But  the  prince 
of  Conde,  to  whom  that  enterprife  was  confided, 
was  defeated  by  the  admiral  of  Caftile,  and  with 
the  remnant  of  his  army  with  difficulty  efcaped  to 
his  fhips.  This  mifearriage  was  balanced  by  a do- 
mcfcic  event  of  the  higheft  importance.  The 
. queen  was  at  length  delivered  of  a fon,  whofe 
birth,  while  it  fecured  the  peaceable  fucceffion  to 
the  throne,  contributed  to  check  the  turbulent  le- 
vity of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  to  eftablifh  the 
power  of  the  cardinal. 

• , The  duke  of  Weimar,  while  his  vi- 

A.X>,  1639*  , . , 

gorous  age  and  mature  judgement  pro- 
filed him  a long  and  fplendid  career  of  glory, 
expired  after  a fhort  illnefs ; Richelieu  had  in 
vain-  endeavoured  to  peifuade  him  to  part  with 
his  new  acquifition  of  Brifac ; and  his  death  at 
this  critical  period  was  not  without  fufpicion  of 
poifon.  By  whatever  means  it  was  accomplifhed,- 
the  cardinal  with  his  ufual  dexterity  availed  him- 
felf  of  his  deceafe ; he  procured  from  his  fuccef- 
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Fors  in  command  not  only  Brifac,  but  Fribourg 
alfo ; and  he  prevailed  on  his  army  to  acknow- 
ledge the  authority  of  the  duke  of  Longueville. 

In  Piedmont,  the  brothers  of  the  late  duke  of 
Savoy  difputed  with  his  widow  the  fucceflion  to 
the  regency.  Supported  by  the  marquis  of  Le- 
ganez,  they  furprized  Chivas ; were  received  into 
Quiers,  Montcallier,  and  Goree ; and  afiaulted 
Turin  fo  fuddenly,  that  the  duchefs  had  fcarce 
time  to  retire  into  the  citadel ; from  thence  fhe 
retreated  to  Grenoble,  where  fhe  had  a perfonal 
interview  with  her  brother;  Lewis  lamented  her 
misfortunes,  without  affording  her  hopes  of  fup- 
port.  The  defeat  of  the  marquis  of  Feuquieres 
by  Picolomini  increafed  the  embarraffments  of 
France ; and  though  the  count  of  Harcourt  in 
Piedmont  recovered  Quiers,  and  eluded  the  fupe- 
rior  forces  of  the  marquis  of  Leganez  and  prince 
Thomas,  his  conduct  and  military  /kill  were  rather 
honourable  to  liimfelf,  than  of  effential  fervice  to 
the  duchefs  of  Savoy. 

In  the  Low  Countries,  the  marquis  of  Meil- 
leraie  reduced  Hefdin,  and  acquired  the  baton 
of  marefchal.  But  the  continuance  of  the  war 
had  already  oppreffed  the  people  with  heavy  im- 
ports, and  the  peafants  of  Normandy  tumultu- 
oufly  affembled,  and  broke  out  in  adh  of  open 
outrage.  The  parliament  of  Rouen  were  fjfpended 
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for  their  negledt  and  lenity ; and  the  chancellor 
Seguier,  who  was  detached  with  fix  thoufand 
troops  to  punifli  the  guilty,  determined  to  avoid 
a fimilar  accufation,  and  extinguifhed  the  infurrec- 
tion  with  the  lives  of  the  infurgents. 

In  Roufillon,  Salces,  which  had  been  captured 
by  the  prince  of  Conde,  was  recovered  by  the 
Spaniards;  but  the  count  of  Harcourt  acquired 
frefh  laurels  in  Piedmont.  He  relieved  Cafal, 
befieged  by  the  marquis  of  Leganez ; and  retook 
Turin,  though  defended  by  prince  Thomas  of 
Savoy  in  perlon.  At  fea,  the  French  obtained  a 
decifive  victory  over  the  fleet  of  Spain  ; and  in 
the  Netherlands  the  marefchals  Chaulnes,  Cha- 
tillon,  and  Meilleraie,  inVefted  Arras.  The  car- 
dinal infant,  brother  to  Philip  the  Fourth,  who 
had  advanced  to  the  relief  of  it,  was  repulfed  at 
the  moment  that  he  though  himfelf  fecure  of  vic- 
tory; and  the  city,  after  a defence  of  thirty  five 
days,  was  compelled  to  furrender. 

A.  D.  1640.  But  more  deep  and  deadly  wounds 
1641.  were  inflicted  on  Spain  by  the  impru- 
dence of  her  own  minifters  than  by  the  enter- 
prifes  of  Richelieu.  The  Catalans,  indignant  at 
the  open  violation  of  their  ancient  privileges, 
eredted  the  ftandard  of  revolt.  And  Portugal, 
difdaining  any  longer  a dependant  fituation, 
fhook  off  the  yoke  of  Philip,  and  raifed  to  the 
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throne  John  duke  of  Braganza.  To  the  fupport 
of  the  former,  Lewis  detached  the  marefchal  de 
ia  Mothe  Houdancourt,  who  reduced  the  city  of 
Conftantin ; and  with  the  latter  he  concluded  a 
ftridt  and  folemn  alliance.  Meanwhile  in  Ger- 
many the  count  of  Guebriant,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated to  war  under  the  duke  of  Weimar,  main- 
tained againft  the  Imperialifts  the  glory  of  the 
French  name  ; and  the  vifcount  Turenne,  a pupil 
of  the  fame  fchool,  happily  feconded  in  Piedmont 
the  efforts  of  the  count  of  Harcourt. 

t 

The  difcontent  and  flight  of  the  count  of  Soif- 
fons  have  already  been  noticed ; in  his  exile  of 
Sedan  he  ftiil  nourifhed  his  enmity  to  the  cardi- 
nal.; and  fupported  by  the  dukes  of  Bouillon  and 
Guife,  he  determined  openly  to  purfue  the  emo- 
tions of  his  refentment.  Richelieu,  fenfible  of 
his  defigns,  detached  marefchal  Chatillon  with 
ten  thoufand  men  to  inveft  Sedan,  and  reduce 
him  to  fubmiffion.  But  the  count  was  reinforced 
by  a Spanilh  army  under  general  Lamboi,  and 
encountered  the  royal  forces  in  the  battle  of 
Marfee.  The  troops  of  the  marefchal  were  al- 
ready broken  and  difperfed,  when  the  fruits  of 
victory  were  ravilhed  from  the  confpirators  by 
the  death  of  the  count  himfelf,  who  perifhed  by 
a random  ball.  The  circumftances  of  his  fate 
were  dark  and  myfterious ; but  the  policy  of  the 
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cardinal  prevailed  on  the  king  to  confign  to  obln 
vion  the  guilt  of  his  affociates ; and  the  duke  of 
Bouillon  was  again  admitted  to  the  prefence  of  his 
fovereign,  and  permitted  to  retain  the  principality 
of  Sedan. 


A.  D.  1641.  Netherlands,  Aire  was  cap* 

1 642 • tured  by  -the  marefchal  Meilleraie, 
and  recovered  again  by  the  Spaniards  ; but  it  was 
in  Roufillon,  the  poffeffion  of  which  would  ena- 
ble him  effectually  to  fuccour  the  Catalans,  that 
the  cardinal  was  determined  to  make  the  moft 
vigorous  efforts.  Difeafe  had  long  preyed  upon 
his  finking  frame,  but  his  mind  ftill  rofe  fuperior 
to  pain  and  laffitude.  His  ardent  fpirit  kindled 
the  flartie  of  martial  ambition  in  Lewis ; and 
though  the  declining  health  of  the  monarch 
threatened  his  fpeedy  diffolution,  yet  he  liftened 
with  pleafure  to  the -manly  counfels  of  his  minif- 
ter,  and  prepared,  with  Richelieu,  to  accompany 
the  army  into  Roufillon ; but  at  Narbonne  the 
indifpofition  of  the  cardinal  increafed  to  fuch  a 
dangerous  height,  as  compelled  him  reluCtandyT 
to  ftop  there,  while  the  king,  with  the  maref- 
chals  Meilleraie  and  Schomberg,  purfued  his 

route,  and  encamped  under  the  hoftile  walls  <>f ; 

• ' * 4 

Perpignan. 


While  Lewis  in  perfon  preffed  the' 
a.d.  1641.  o£  tjiat  eity , and  Richelieu  lan- 
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guifhed  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  a confederacy  was 
formed,  that  promifed  to  extinguifh  the  power  and 
fhorten  the  fleeting  moments  of  the  latter.  The 
lively  temper,  agreeable  addrefs,  and  elegant  per- 
fon,  of  Cinq  Mars,  the  fecond  fon  of  marefchal 
d'Effiet,  feconded  by  the  recommendations  of  the 
cardinal,  had  rendered  him  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  the  king ; but  the  favourite,  lraughty  and  ih- 
traCtable,  regarded  with  averfion  the  fuperior  alcen- 
dancy  of  the  minifter ; Richelieu  had  repreffed 
his  ambition  that  afpired  to  the  ducal  honours  of 
France ; and  the  gratitude  of  Cinq  Mars,  for  paft 
favours,  was  overwhelmed  by  the  refufal  of  new 
dignities.  Weak  himfelf,  and  incapable  of  great 
deligns,  he  liftened  to  the  fuggeftions  of  M.  de 
Thou,  the  fon  of  the  celebrated  hiftorian  ; by  the 
advice  of  that  gentleman,  he  connected  himfelf 
with  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bouillon ; and  foon 
after,  in  conjunction  with  thofe  princes,  formed  a 
fecret  alliance  with  the  court  of  Spain.  The  duke 
of  Bouillon  was  to  have  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  engaged,  in  cafe  of  danger,  to  receive  the 
duke  of  Orleans  into  Sedan  ; while  Philip  the 
Fourth  promifed  to  fumifh  the  confpirators  with 
ample  fuppliesof  money  and  a formidable  body  of 
troops. 

But  thefe  intrigues,  however  fee retly  conducted, 
could  not  efcape  the  jealous  vigilance  of  the 

vox.  ii.  Dd  cardi- 
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cardinal.  On  the  firft  intimation,  he  prefled  Lewis 
to  quit  the  walls  of  Perpignan,  and  to  repair  to 
Narbonne.  The  defeat  of  the  marefchal  Gram- 
mont,  on  the  banks  of  the  Scheld,  difpofed  the 
monarch  to  liflen  to  the  folicitations  of  his  minifter, 
in  whofe  abilities  he  alone  could  confide  to  retrieve 
the  difaftei  ; the  cardinal,  in  this  interview,  is  fup- 
pofed  bitterly  to  have  reproached  his  fovereign ; 
and  Lewis  acknowledged  that  Cinq  Mars  had  fre- 
quently urged  him  to  the  deft  ruft  ion  of  Riche- 
lieu. By  the  advice  of  that  ftatefman,  the  king 
proceeded  to  his  capital,  after  inverting  the  cardi- 
nal with  difcretionary  powers  for  the  deftruftion  of 
his  enemies.  The  duke  of  Orleans  made  an  am- 
ple confeflion ; but  though  he  refufed  publicly  to 
bear  evidence  againft  his  confederates,  his  life,  as 
brother  to  the  king,  was  refpe&ed ; the  duke  of 
Bouillon  purchafed  his  pardon  by  the  ceflion  of  his 
principality  of  Sedan ; but  Cinq  Mars  and  de 
Thou  were  condemned  to  atone  for  their  prefump- 
tion  on  the  fcaffold  ; the  morning  of  their  execu- 
tion brought  intelligence  of  the  furrender  of  Per- 
pignan ; and  Richelieu  apprifed  the  king  of  both 
events  by  a Angle  and  expreflive  line.  “ Your 
“ troops  are  in  Perpignan,  and  your  enemies  in 
“ the  grave.” 

Mary  of  Medicis  at  Cologne  dofed  a life,  em- 
bittered by  the  difcord  of  her  forts,  and  her  own 
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exile  ; the  filial  affedtion  which  Lewis  had  denied 
to  her  while  living,  was  revived  on  the  news  of  her 
death ; but  the  attention  of  France  was  engrofied 
by  the  approaching  difiolution  of  him  whofe  dar- 
ing counfels  had  driven  her  into  banifhment,  and 
whofe  implacable  vengeance  had  fhed,  by  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,  the  nobleft  blood  of 
, France.  The  glories  and  life  of  Richelieu  now 
drew  near  their  end ; after  the  reduction  of  Per- 
pignan, exhaufted  in  body,  but  ftill  vigorous  in 
mind,  he  had  approached  the  capital  by  flow  and 
triumphant  iournies ; his  laft  moments  attefted  his 
afccndancy  over  his  fovereign,  and  were  ftill  terri- 
ble to  his  enemies.  On  his  death  bed  he  protefted 
to  Lewis,  that  his  counfels  had  ever  been  directed 
to  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  welfare  of  the 
kingdom  ; and  he  terminated  his  fplendid  career 
with  a fortitude  and  ferenity  that  aftonilhed  thole 
who  had  beheld  the  fanguinary  effects  of  his  admi- 
niftration. 

Three  mighty  and  fuccefsful  projefts  immor- 
talize the  period  of  his  government.  He  humbled 
the  turbulent  fpirits  of  the  great ; he  fubdued  the 
ftubborn  zeal  of  the  Hugonots;  and  he  curbed 
the  encroaching  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
Undaunted  and  implacable,  prudent  and  active,  no 
combinations  of  the  powerful  nobles  codld  with- 
ftand  his  vengeance,  no  intrigues  could  elude  his 
D d 2 penetra- 
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penetration  ; while  he  exalted  the  throne,  he  con- 
trolled a fovereign  impatient  of  rule  and  jealous  of 
his  authority  ; and  while  he  extinguifhed  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  he  eftablilhed  among  them  difei- 
pline  and  order,  and  opened  to  them  the  paths  to 
learning  and  renown.  , 

From  the  death  of  Richelieu,  Lewis 
* 1 't3*  afpired  to  hold  the  reins  of  government 
himfelf.  Mazarin,  for  whom  the  late  minifter 

had  obtained  a cardinal's  hat,  and  to  whom  he  had 

* * 

lately  imparted  his  confidence,  was,  indeed,  intro- 
duced into  the  council ; but  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  were  retained  in  their  former  departments, 
and  the  only  change  that  appeared,  was  recalling 
from  banilhment,  and  releafing  from  confinement, 
the  mod  illuftrious  objects  of  the  cardinal's  jealoufy 
or  refentment.  The  war  was  ftill  profecuted  with 
diligence  and  vigour,  and  the  fpirit  of  Richelieu 
feemed  ftill  to  impel  the  machine  which  his  genius 
had  firft  fet  in  motion.  In  Germany,  the  count 
of  Guebriant,  and  the  Swedifh  general  Tortenfon, 
triumphed  over  the  Imperialifts;  in  Piedmont, 
Lor  rain;  Roufillon,  and  Catalonia,  the  marefchals 
Schomberg,  Meilleraie,  PHopital,  and  Houdan- 
court,  in  fucceifive  victories,  fufiained  the  glory, 
and  increafed  the  dominion  of  France. 

But  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  could  not  check  the 
progrefs  of  difeafe ; and  Lewis  was  fenfible  that 
^ the 
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the  inevitable  moment  was  rapidly  approaching, 
when  his  reign  and  his  life  mu  ft  terminate  toge- 
ther. A flow  fever  inceffantly  hung  upon  him ; 
and  his  body  exhibited  the  fymptoms  of  gradual 
but  certain  decay.  The  tender  years  of  his  fons 
expofed  the  kingdom  once  more  to  thofe  diffen- 
fions  which  had  lately  been  fo  happily  extin- 
guifhed  ; and  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his  chil- 
dren and  people,  he  diligently  revolved  in  what 
hands  to  place  the  reins  of  government.  Anne  of 
Auftria,  the  partner  of  his  bed,  had  never  partook 
of  his  confidence ; and  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  had  forfeited  his  efteem  by  his  levity,  and 
incurred  his  enmity  by^ his  feditious  intrigues. 

At  length  he  publifhed  to  the  world  the  plan  that 
he  had  fecretly  meditated ; and  endeavoured,  by 
diftributing  into  different  hands  the  power  that  he 
bequeathed,  to  counterbalance  the  afpiring  hopes 
of  each,  and  to  fecure  the  tranquil  minority  of  the 
dauphin.  The  queen,  indeed,  was  appointed  foie 
regent,  with  the  care  of  her  children  ; but  the 
duke  of  Orleans  was  declared  head  of  the  council, 
and  lieutenant  general  throughout  the  kingdom. 
In  cafe  of  his  death  this  truft  was  firft  to  be  de- 
volved on  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  afterwards  on 
the  cardinal  Mazarin.  Buthillier,  fuperintendant 
of  the  finances,  and  his  fon  Chavigni,  were  nomi- 
nated to  the  council,  in  which  all  affairs  were  to 
D d 3 be 
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be  decided  by  a majority  of  voices.  The  queen 
and  the  duke  of  Orleans  fwore  folemnly  to  pre- 
ferve  inviolate  the  deed  which  they  had  fubfcribed ; 
and  Lewis,  to  render  it  ftill  more  authentic,  com- 
manded it  to  be  regiftered  in  parliament. 

He  now  prepared  to  meet,  with  firm  compo- 
fure,  the  lafl.  fcene  of  human  greatnefs ; when  his 
phyfician,  at  his  earneft  defire,  numbered  the  fleet- 
ing minutes  that  remained,  and  pronounced  that 
his  life  could  not  exceed  two  or  three  hours,  he  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  with  avowed  fatisfadtion, 
and  looking  fervently  up  to  heaven,  added, 

Well  ! my  God,  I confent  with  all  my  heart !” 
The  prcdidtion  was  verified  by  the  event ; and  he 
expired  foon  after,  in  the  forty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  and  on  the  very  day  that  he  had  completed 
the  thirty-third  of  his  reign.  In  eftimating 
his  character,  on  feveral  occafions  his  perfonal 
courage  fhone  forth  with  fuperior  luftre ; but 
though  jealous  of  his  authority,  he  reluctantly 
yielded  to  the  afcendancy  of  Richelieu  ; and  the 
' epithet  of  Juft,  which  he  attained,  was  frequently 
impeached  by  his  feverity,  and  fometimes  by  his 
pruclty. 


Chapter 
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Chapter  the  thirty-fourth. 
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4* # 1 

ACCESSION  OF  LEWIS  THE  FOURTEENTH — RE- 
GENCY OF  ANNE  OF  AUSTRIA — VICTORIES  OF 
THE  PRINCE  OF  CONDE  OVER  THE  SPANIARDS 

AND  IMPERIALISTS  ADMINISTRATION  OF 

, . • 

MAZARIN— CIVIL  WARS — CONQUESTS  OF  MA- 

RESCHAL  TURENNE TREATY  OF  PYRENEES 

REVOLUTION  IN  ENGLAND MARRIAGE  OF 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE — DEATH  AND  CHARAC- 
TER OF  CARDINAL  MAZARIN. 


TThE  will  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth, 
during  his  life  had  been  continually  op-  A D*  l643‘ 
pofed,  and  after  his  death  it  was  openly  violated  ; 
his  refolution  of  eftablifhing  a council  of  regency 
was  inftantly  rejected  ; and  his  widow,  Anne  of 
Auftria,  by  an  arret  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
was  in  veiled  with  unlimited  powers ; (he  foon  re- 
figned  herfelf  to  the  influence  of  cardinal  Mazarin, 
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a native  of  the  little  town  of  Pifcina,  in  the 
Abruzzo;  his  political  knowledge  and  addrefs 
had  introduced  him  to  the  confidence  of  Riche- 
lieu ; and  he  now  acquired  that  afcendancy  over 
the  mind  of  his  royal  miflrefs,  as  Richelieu  had 
maintained  over  her  deceafed  conforr. 

Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  the  luftre  of  whofe  reign 
afterwards  attached  to  his  name  the  envied  ap- 
pellation of  Great,  had  not  yet  completed  his  fifth 
year,  and  the  kingdom  was  left  involved  in  a bloody 
and  extenfive  war  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; but 
the  fituation  of  Europe  was  favourable  to  the  de- 
figns  of  France.  The  kingdom  of  Portugal  had 
lhaken  off  the  Spanilh  yoke,  and  eflablifiied  the 
duke  of  Braganza,  as  John  the  Fourth,  on  the 
throne  , the  Catalans  ftill  difplayed  the  banner  of 
revolt ; the  united  provinces  had  been  cherillied 
and  protected  by  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Lewis 
the  Thirteenth  J the  fceptre  of  Sweden  was  in  the 
hands  of  Chriftina,  the  celebrated,  but  eccentric 
daughter  of  the  great  Guftavus,  arid  her  generals 
Hill  maintained  in  war  the  glory  of  their  country  j 
while,  in  England,  Charles  the  Firft,  inheriting 
from  his  father  his  fatal  and  lofty  ideas  of  royal 
prerogative,  had  already  kindled  the  flame  of  civil 
war  throughout  that  ifland. 

Lewis  of  Bourbon,  duke  of  Enguien,  fon  to  the 
prince  of  Conde,  had  been  appointed  to  the  com- 

A 
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maud  of  the  French  forces  on  the  frontiers  of  Flan- 
ders, previous  to  the  death  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth ; 
on  intelligence  of  that  event,  he  determined  to  at- 
tack the  army  of  Spain,  engaged  in  the  fiege  of 
Rocroi ; the  remonftrances  of  marefchal  de  I’Ho- 
pital  were  overborne  by  his  ardour ; and  in  the 
execution  of  his  defign,  the  fire  of  youth  was 
united  with  fkill  and  judgement,  fcarce  to  be 
found  in  age.  The  Spanifh  infan,try,  till  then 
deemed  invincible,  was  broken  by  his  impetuous 
charge;  the  count  of  Fuentes,  who  commanded 
it,  perilhed  on  the  field ; nine  thoufand  fl  aught  ere  d 
enemies,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  attefted  the 
decifive  vidtory  of  France,  and  ufhered  in  the 
dawning  glory  of  her  general. 

Thionville,  on  the  banks  of  the  a.  d.  1645.  • 
Mofelle,  had  excited  the  defires,  and  l644- 
awed  the  afpiring  genius  of  Richelieu ; it  now 
yielded  to  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  Enguien ; 
who  rapidly  traverfed  the  Rhine,  and  advanced  to 
avenge  the  death  of  the  count  of  Guebriant,  who 
had  glorioufly  fallen  in  the  fuccefsful  fiege  of 
Rotwil.  The  Imperialifts  had  availed  themfelves 
of  the  fate  of  that  general,  and  the  diffenfions  of 
his  fucceffors  in  command,  by  the  total  defeat  of 
the  French  near  Tudelingen ; but  this  difgrace  was 
effaced  by  the  valour  and  Ikill  of  the  duke  of 
Enguien,  who  attacked  and  forced  the  imperial 

army 
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army  under  the  walls  of  Fribourg ; General  Merci, 
though  vanquished,  ftill  maintained  his  reputation, 
and,  by  his  retreat,  extorted  the  admiration  of  his 
adverfary ; who  fwept  with  his  victorious  troops 
Philipfburgh  and  Mentz,  Worms  and  Oppen- 

lieirh,  with  the  forts  along  the  courfe  of  the 

0 

Rhine. 

A.  D.  i645.  In  Flanders,  the  duke  of  Orleans  re- 
1646.  dUCed  Gravelines,  Mardyke,  and  Cou- 

trai ; but  the  marefchal  de  la  Mothe  Houdancourt 

% 

was  defeated  in  Catalonia ; and  the  vi&ory  of  Tor- 
tenfon,  the  Swedifti  general,  over  the  Imperialifts 
at  Tabor,  was  more  than  balanced  by.  the  furprife 
of  marefchal  Turenne  at  Mariendal : this  difgrace, 
the  greateft  that  ever  befel  that  celebrated  com- 
mander, fummoned  once  more  the  duke  of  En- 

* 

guien  to  the  frontiers  of  Germany.  The  laurels 
which  Merci  had  fo  lately  acquired,  were  torn  from 
his  brow  in  the  plains  of  Nordlingen  ; but  the  in- 
dignant hero  1 corned  to  fervive  defeat,  and  he  ob- 
tained a glorious  death,  which  even  the  victor 
could  not  but  envy ; three  thoufand  Imperialifts 
perirhed  on  the  field  with  their  general ; two  thou- 
fand acknowledged,  in  captivity,  the  fuperior  for- 
tune of  the  duke  of  Enguien ; who,  after  adding 

Dunkirk  to  the  dominions  of  France,  returned  to 

' . 

the  capital  to  reftore  his  health  fhaken  by  fatigues, 
and  to  meditate  new  triumphs. 

But 
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But  his  fplendid  career  of  glory,  in-  A p ^ 
{lead  of  exciting  the  gratitude,  had 
awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  court ; and,  by  the 
envy  of  Mazarin,  he  was  detached  into  Catalonia 
with  a feeble  and  ill-provided  army.  The  death 
of  his  father  had  devolved  on  him  the  title  of 
prince  of  Conde,  and  the  admiration  of  the  pub- 
lic annexed  to  it  the  epithet  of  Great;  but  his 
(lender  force  allowed  him  not  on  that  theatre  to 
rival  his  former  aCtions;  and  he  was  compelled 
to  retire  from  the  walls  of  Lerida,  which  had  been 
fucceflively  and  ineffectually  affaulted  by  the  mar- 
efchal  de  la  Mothe  Houdancourt,  and  the  count  of 
Gram  m on  t. 

Naples  had  revolted  again  ft  the  au-  a.  d.  i647.: 
thority  of  Spain,  and  was  long  defend-  l648* 
ed  by  the  duke  of  Guife,  the  lafl  prince  of  that 
branch  of  Lorrain,  and  who  was  inferior  to  his  an- 
ceftors  in  forfune  alone.  In  Germany  the  maref- 
chal  Turenne,  in  conjunction  with  the  Swedes, 
defeated  the  imperial  generals  Melander  and 
Montecuculli ; his  fuccefs  influenced  Spain  to  ac- 
knowledge the  united  provinces  as  free  and  inde- 
pendant ftates ; and  by  a fecond  treaty  fubfcribed 
at  Munfter,  the  emperor,  alarmed  at  the  progrefs 
of  the  Swedes,  who  had  infulted  and  plundered 
part  of  Prague,  confented  to  purchafe  peace  by 
ceding  to  Fiance  the  billioprics  of  Metz,  Toul, 
2 and 
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and  Venjun,  with  his  pretenfions  to  Pignerol,  Bri- 
fac,  and  Alface ; lie  permitted  that  crown  alfo  to 
retain  a garrifon  in  Philipfburg,  and  Pomerania, 
conceffions  frill  more  liberal  and  important. 

Philip  the  Fourth,  by  his  treaty  with 
A.  D.  >648.  t^e  p)utcjj}  had  deprived  France  of  an 
important  ally,  and  had  delivered  himfelf  from  a 
ftubborn  and  perfevering  enemy.  He  now  re- 
newed, with  increafe  of  vigour,  his  operations  in 
Flanders,  where  the  prince  of  Conde  had  refumed 
the  command.  That  general  invefted  and  reduced 
Ypres;  and  the  archduke  Leopld,  to  balance  this 
acquifition,  affaulted  and  carried  Coutrai,  pof- 
feffed  himfelf  of  Furnes,  and  laid  fiege  to  Lens  ; 
to  the  relief  of  that  place  the  prince  of  Conde  ad- 
vanced, and  had  the  mortification  of  beholding  it 
fiirrendered  in  his  view.  But  this  tranfienc  dif- 
grace  was  effaced  by  a vidtory  the  mod  fplen- 
did  and  decifive ; My  friends,  remember  Ro- 
“ croi,  Fribourg,,  and  Nordlingen,”  was  his  Ihort 
but  animating  addrefs ; and  the  fuperior  num- 
bers of  the  Spaniards  were  broken  by  the  charge 
.of  a hero,  and  the  enthufiafric  confidence  of  his 
followers ; five  thoufand  periflied  on  the  field, 
three  thoufand  became  prifoners,  and  the  arch- 
duke himfelf  with  difficulty  efcaped  the  purfuit  of 
the  vidtors. 

But 
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But  while  France  triumphed  in  her  own  fuc- 
cedes  and  thofe  of  her  allies,  the  moment  ap- 
proached, doomed  to  (hake  her  power  and  glory 
to  the  foundation  by  the  rage  of  contending  fac- 
tions. Though  Mazarin  had  affecled  modera- 
tion in  his  condudfc,  and  banilhed  that  pomp  in 
which  Richelieu  had  involved  himfelf,  yet  his 
adminillration  was  far  from  acceptable  to  the 
public.  As  a foreigner,  they  regarded  him  with 
jealoufy ; and  the  taxes  that  the  profufion  or  the 
necertkies  of  the  government  compelled  him  to 
import',  converted  that  paflion  into  hatred.  The 
parliament  of  Paris  refilled  to  regifter  the  edidts 
for  the  new  imports ; and  the  court,  to  inforce 
its  authority,  arrefted  Blancmenil,  the  prefident, 
and  the  counfellor  Brouffel.  This  violent  ftep 
was  the  lignal  of  inftant  fedition.  The  barricadoes 
of  the  league  were  immediately  revived  ; all  Paris 
was  in  arms ; and  the  fafety  of  the  queen  was  only 
to  be  fecured  by  the  releafe  of  the  prifoners. 

But  the  regent  and  her  minifter 
nourilhed  in  their  bofoms  a lively  re-  ’ 
fentment  of  the  infult ; from  the  caprice  and  fury 
of  a feditious  multitude,  they  efcaped  with  the 
infant  king  to  the  royal  refidence  of  Saint  Ger- 
mains ; they  were  accompanied  by  die  duke  of 
Orleans ; and  the  queen  foon  fummoned  to  her 
defence  the  vidior  of  Rocroi,  Fribourg,  Nord- 

lingen. 
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lingen,  and  Lens.  The  adverfe  fa&ion,  who  a£* 
fumed  the  name  of  the  Fronde , and  maintained 
poffeffion  of  the  capital,  were  infpired  by  the  ge- 
nius and  intriguing  fpirit  of  the  coadjutor,  after- 
wards the  cardinal  of  Retz,  who,  with  the  habit  of 
a prieft,  difplayed  a difpofition  fuited  to  camps  and 
courts ; and  licentious  in  his  manners  and  profli- 
gate in  his  morals,  acquired  an  afcendancy  over 
the  minds  of  the  people,  without  condefcending  to 
throw  a veil  over  his  vices,  or  employing  the  po- 
pular pretext  of  religion. 

Ardent  in  the  caufe  they  had  efpoufed,  the  par- 
liament foon  eftablifhed  a revenue  for  the  fupport 
of  the  war ; and  the  citizens  with  pleafure,  de- 
luded by  the  name  of  freedom,  fubmitted  to 
taxes  far  more  burthenfome  than  thofe  that  had 
excited  their  clamours;  the  prince  of  Conti,  en- 
vious of  the  fame  of  his  brother  the  prince  of 
Conde,  with  the  dukes  of  Longueville,  Bouillon, 
and  Beaufort,  devoted  themfelves  to  the  fervice 
of  the  parliament.  Troops  were  levied  with  dili- 
gence ; and  the  coadjutor  himfelf  raifed  a regi- 
ment, which  from  his  titular  archbifhopric  was 
called  the  regiment  of  Corinth;  the  zeal  of  the 
Parifians  lavifhly  fupplied  them  with  money,  the 
finews  of  war  ; while  the  royalifts  experienced  the 
feverefl  diftrefs,  and  the  queen  was  reduced  to 

pledge 
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pledge  the  jewels  of  the  crown  to  alleviate  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  her  court. 

But  that  court  was  ftill  formidable  from  the  re- 
nown and  abilities  of  the  prince  of  Condc  ; with 
an  army  of  fcarce  eight  thoufand  foldiers,  he 
blocked  up  a city  that  contained  five  hundred 
thoufand  citizens ; and  though  the  marefchal 
Turenne  was  allured  by  the  charms  of  the  duchefs 
of  Longueville  to  embrace  the  oppofite  party, 
yet  his  military  talents  but  little  availed  him, 
when  only  feconded  by  an  undifciplined  rabble. 

At  length  the  leaders  on  each  fide  obtained  the 
particular  objects  of  their  avarice  or  ambition ; 
the  public  good  was  buried  in  ftudied  filence; 
the  ftorm  for  a moment  was  hulhed ; and  the 
court  returned  to  the  deferred  capital. 

The  tempeft  of  civil  difcord  which  had  been 
felt  in  France,  afflidted  England  with  uncommon 
violence  ; that  ifland  prefented  a new  and  folemn 
fpedtacle ; a fovereign  was  arraigned  before  the 
tribunal  of  his  fubjedts ; and  the  unhappy  Charles 
was  condemned  to  atone  with  his  life  for  the  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  his  country.  He  expired  on 
a fcaffold ; his  children  were  driven  into  exile : 
and  a fuccefsful  ufurper,  eredting  himfelf  on  the 
. ruins  of  the  conftitution  under  the  title  of  pro-  , 
lector,  ruled  England  with  abfolute  fway. 

But 
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A.D.  1650.  But  France,  the  enthufiaftic  flantt 
,95**  of  freedom,  which  had  glowed  in  the 
bofoms  of  the  Englifh,  was  ftill  unknown ; that 
people  indeed  again  refumed  their  arms,  and 
turned  their  fwords  againft  each  other ; but  the 
chiefs  not  unfrequently  ranged  themfelves  under 
the  banner  of  fome  celebrated  beauty;  and  the 
prince  of  Conde,  and  the  coadjutor  de  Retz,  as 
caprice  or  intereft  dictated,  perfecuted  or  fop- 
ported  the  cardinal  Mazarin.  The  court  alter- 
nately abdicated  or  occupied  the  capital;  and 
the  princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  with  the  duke 
of  Longuevilie,  were  at  length  the  vidtims  of 
their  adverfaries  artifices;  they  were  fuddenly 
arrefted,  and  conveyed  to  the  caftle  of  Vincennes; 
the  giddy  populace,  who  had  regarded  their  fate 
with  indifference,  in  lefs  than  a year  vented  their 
difeontent  in  loud  and  opprobrious  clamours ; 
and  Mazarin,  who  had  caufed  their  imprifon- 
ment,  was  reduced  to  releafe  them  in  perfon,  and 
to  feek  fhelter  himfelf  in  banifhment  from  the 
rage  of  the  multitude. 

During  thefe  convulfions  of  the  date  Lewis 
the  Fourteenth  had  attained  the  age  fixed  for  his 
afluming  the  reins  of  government,  and  his  ma- 
jority was  folemnly  declared  in  parliament ; but 
he  was  ftill  influenced  by  the  counfels  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  feemed  to  inherit  her  fond  partiality  for 

Mazarin. 
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Mazarin.  The  prince  of  Conde,  fcnfible  of  the 
implacable  refentment  of  the  queen,  quitted  Paris 
to  arm  in  his  fupport  the  provinces  of  Guienne, 
Poitou,  and  Anjou  $ and  to  ally  himfelf  with  the 
Very  Spaniards,  on  whofe  defeat  he  had  founded 
his  martial  glory ; while  the  cardinal,  at  the  head 
of  an  army  levied  at  his  own  expence  and  devoted 
to  his  fervice,  refumed  his  former  Ration,  and  me- 
naced the  defiru&ion  of  his  enemies. 

The  parliament  Rill  regarded  that  minifter  with 
peculiar  deteRation,  and  even  publicly  fixed  a 
price  on  his  head ; but  with  an  inconfiRency 
which  charaderifed  their  proceedings,  they  alfo 
declared  the  prince  of  Conde  an  enemy  to 
the  Rate*  While  they  exhorted  the  forces  that 
the  duke  of  Orleans  had  raifed  to  march  againfi 
the  former,  they  ftridly  prohibited  any  part  of 
the  public  revenue  from  being  diverted  to  their 
fubfiftence ; their  refolutions  had  at  length  fallen 
into  contempt,  and  the  rival  fadions  difdaining 
their  mediation,  prepared  to  terminate  their  dif* 
ferences  by  the  fvvord.  Conde,  in  league  with  [the 
Spaniards,  appeared  in  the  field  againfi:  the  king  j 
and  the  marefchal  Turenne,  who  had  returned  to 
his  allegiance,  avowed  himfelf  the  champion  of  the 
court*  . . 

Near  the  banks  of  the  Loire  the  hoftile  armies 
vol*  i j*!*.  E e • regarded 
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regarded  with  a jealous  eye  each  other's  motions ; 
when  the  prince,  who  had  traverfed  in  difguife, 
and  through  the  pofts  of  his  adverfaries,  the  ex- 
tent of  country  from  A gen  to  the  foreft  of 
Orleans,  joined  his  forces,  and  immediately  pre- 
pared to  improve  the  confidence  and  boldnefs 
with  which  his  prefence  had  infpired  them.  He 
attacked  that  divifion  of  the  royal  army  which 
was  polled  at  Bleneau,  under  the  command  of 
the  marefchal  d’Hocquincourt,  and  in  a moment 
■ their  ranks  were  broken  by  his  impetuous  charge*. 
The  panic  in  an  inftant  communicated  itfelf  from 
, the  camp  to  the  court ; and  the  minifter  propofed 
to  fave  the  king  by  flight,  and  to  convey  him  pri- 
vately to  Bourges.  But  this  difgraceful  expedi- 
ent was  averted  by  the  fkiil  and  conflancy  of  the 
marefchal  Turenne.  With  the  remnant  of  his 
army  he  availed  himfelf  of  every  favourable  ine- 
quality of  ground,  reitored  the  finking  fpirits  of 
the  great,  and  confirmed  in  their  allegiance  the 
wavering  multitude;  Paris  indeed  received  the 
vi&or  with  loud  acclamations ; but  his  popu- 
larity -r  was  tranfient ; the  coadjutor,  now  become 
cardinal  of  Retz,  no  longer  the  idol  of  the  peo- 
ple, governed  with  abfolute  fway  the  mind  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  Simulated  that  prince  to 
offer  diitrifelf  to  the  citizens  as  the  competitor  of 
Coiide.  • : The  commanding  genius  that  .diftin- 

guifhed 
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guifhed  the  latter  in  the  field,  could  ill  ftoop  to 
the  cabals  of  a fadtion ; the  duke  of  Lorrain,  who 
had  promifed  to  join  his  arms,  was  bribed  to  de- 
fert  his  caufe  by  Mazarin ; his  troops  were  already 
enervated  by  the  pleafures  of  the  capital ; and  with 
fecret  fatisfadtion  he  liftened  to  the  approach  of 
Turenne,  whofe  appearance  again  fummoned  him 
to  the  proper  theatre  of  his  glory. 

In  the  fuburbs  of  Saint  Antoine  the  martial 
train  of  the  prince  was  encompafled  and  op- 
prefled  by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  royalifls. 
From  a neighbouring  eminence  the  king  beheld 
the  unequal  conflict  in  which  the  blood  of  his 
nobleft  fubje&s  was  died;  but  the  citizens  of 
Paris  affedted  to  maintain  a perfedt  neutrality,  and: 
(hut  their  gates  againft  each  party;  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  with  the  cardinal  de  Retz,  fecluded 
himfelf  in  his  palace  of  Luxembucgh ; when  at 
length  mademoifelle',  the  daughter  of  that  prince, 
taking  the  part  of  Conde,  whom  her  father  dared 
not  affift,  ordered  the  gates  to  be  opened  for 
the  wounded,  and  had  the  boldnefs  to  fire  the 
cannon  of  the  Baftile  upon  the  king’s  troops.  The 
royal  army  retired ; but  mademoifelle  ruined  her- 
felf  for  ever  with  the  king  her  coufin,  by  this 
imprudent  violence  ; and  cardinal  Mazarin,  who 
knew  the  great  defire  (he  had  to  efpoufe  a crowned 
» , E e 2 head. 
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head,  obferved  upon  this  occafion  that,  **  thofe 
“ cannon  had  killed  her  hufband." 

Soon  after  this  aftion  the  prince 
of  Conde  retired  from  a capital 
difguiled  by  his  violence  and  haughty  demeanor, 
The  parliament  declared  the  duke  of  Orleans 
lieutenant  general  of  the  kingdom,  and  ftill 
breathed  the  f.ime  fpirit  of  animofity  towards 
Mazarin.  The  court,  weary  of  their  inceflant 
labours,  confented  in  appearance  to  give  up  that 
minifter;  he  was  commanded  to  retire  to  Bouil- 
lon ; and  no  looner  was  the  intelligence  of  his 
exile  conveyed  to  Paris,  than  the  citizens  of  their 
own  accord  fern  deputies  to  invite  the  king  to 
return  to  that  city ; he  entered  it  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  the  fudden 
turn  of  popular  favour  beheld  himfelf  firmly 
feated  on  his  throne.  The  firft  exercile  of  his 
authority  was  to  banifh  the  duke  of  Orleans  to 
Blois,  who  there  doled  the  remnant  of  an  in- 
glorious life.  The  cardinal  de  Retz  was  alfo  ar- 
* refted,  and  conveyed  from  prifon  to  prifon : 
while  the  prince  of  Conde,  preffed  by  the  maref- 
chal  Turenne,  abandoned  in  France  by  almoft 
all  his  parrizans,  and  feebly  fup ported  by  the 
Spaniards,  waged  an  unfuccefsful  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  Champagne. 

The 
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The  calm  which  the  kingdom  en- 
joyed, had  been  the  refult  of  the  A’D‘  ,€s3’ 
banilhment  of  Mazarin.  Yet  fcarcely  was  he  - 
expelled  by  the  general  voice  of  the  French  na- 
tion, and  by  the  royal  declaration,  than  he  was 
recalled  by  the  king;  and  to  his  infinite  fur- 
prife  entered  Paris  once  more  in  full  power,  and 
without  the  leafb  difturbance.  The  king  re- 
ceived him  as  a father,  and  the  people  as  a maf- 
ter;  but  the  cardinal,  amidft  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
tliis  change*  could  not  reprefs  his  contempt  of 
the  national  levity.  The  parliament,  who  had 
before  fat  a price  upon  his  head  as  a public  rob- 
ber, now  fent  deputies  to  compliment  him ; and 
foon  after  pafled  fentence  of  death  for  contumacy 
on  the  prince  of  Conde,  whom  fo  lately  they  had 
honoured  as  their  ally,  and  even  declared  general 
of  their  forces. 

The  minifler  applied  himfelf  with  vigour  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  fparks  of  revolt.  In  Burgundy,  Bel- 
legarde  was  defended  for  the  prince  of  Conde,  by 
die  count  of  Bouteville,  afterwards  fo  celebrated 
as  marefchal  Luxemburgh.  It  was  attacked  with 
rival  ardour  by  the  duke  d’Epernon,  at  the  head 
of  a royal  army  ; yet  the  governor  confented  not 
to  furrender  till  a pra&icable  breach  was  made* 
and  then  obtained  honourable  conditions.  Brou- 
age  and  Oleron  Were  purchafed  from  the  count  of 
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Oignon ; the  prince  of  Conti,  and  the  duchefs  of 
Longueville  capitulated  in  Bourdeaux ; and  the 
. garrifon  under  the  command  of  the  count  of  Mar- 
fin  was  permitted  to  march  out  to  join  the  prince 
of  Conde. 

That  prince,  in  conjunction  with  the 

A-D*  1654.  arcj1(ju|ce  on  picje  t^e  Nether- 

lands, laid  fiege  to  Arras ; but  marefchai  Turenne, 

* 

after  pofTefiing  himfelf  of  Stenai,  advanced  to  the 
relief  of  the  former  town,  and  forced  the  lines  of 
the  befiegers ; the  Spaniards  were  routed  with  bloody 
daughter ; but  the  prince  of  Conde  ftill  main- 
tained the  honour  of  his  name  amidfl  defeat. 
With  two  regiments  alone  he  protected  the  fugi- 
tives, and  repulfed  marefchai  d’Hocquincourt ; 
the  king  of  Spain  acknowledged  his  fervices  in  a 
fhort  and  expreffive  letter  ; “ I have  heard  that  all 
. “ was  loft,  and  that  you  faved  all.” 

The  power  of  the  minifler  each  day  increafed  ; 
the  prince  of  Conti  fought  his  alliance,  and  ob- 
tained the  hand  of  his  niece ; and  the  cabals  of 
the  parliament  were  broken  by  the  refolution  of 
Lewis.  England,  whom  moft  he  dreaded,  was 
ruled  by  Cromwell,  under  the  title  of  proteCtor ; 
and  who,  after  humbling  the  pride  of  Holland, 
meditated  to  defpoii  Spain  of  her  tranfmarine  pof- 
fefiions : while  in  Sweden,  the  celebrated  queen 
Chriftina  refigned  her  throne  to  her  coufin  Charles 
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“ Guftavus,  and  fought  in  the  (hade  of  private  life^ 
■ that  happinefs  which  her  turbulent  and  reftlefs  dif* 
pofition  would  never  permit  her  to  enjoy.  * - 
Landreci  and  Quefnoi  were  reduced 
by  the  marefchal  Turenne,  and  a road  ’D*  16551 
was  opened  by  thefe  acquifitions  into  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands.  The  king  in  perfon  beheld  the  fuc- 
cefsful  (iege  of  Saint  Guillain  ; and  the  Spaniards 
were  compelled  by  the  marquis  of  Merinville  to 
retire  from  the  walls  of  Solfonna.  Their  fleet  was 
defeated  before  Barcelona,  by  that  of  France, 
commanded  by  the  duke  of  Vendvdme.  But  even 
thefe  fuccelfes  afforded  not  that  fatisfa&ion  to  Ma- 
zarin,  as  the  treaty  he  foon  after  concluded  with 
the  protestor  of  England. 

That  great  and  profperous  ufurper  was  equally 
courted  and  dreaded  by  all  Europe ; yet  his  poli- 
tical judgement  has  been  impeached  by  pofteiity, 
when  he  preferred  the  alliance  of  France  to  that 
of  Spain.  But  Lewis  purchafed  the  friendfhip  of 
, his  new  ally  by  a conceflion  the  mod  ignomini- 
ous, which  the  magnanimity  of  his  maturer  years 
would  have  difdained,  and  which  muft  folely  be 
imputed  to  the  more  fubtle,  but  lefs  honourable, : 
policy  of  his  Italian  minifter.  Charles  the  Second, 
and  his  brother  the  duke  of  York,  both  fons  to  the 
late  king  of  England,  who  had  expired  on  the 
fcaffold,  and  confequently  the  grandfons  of  Henry 
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the  Fourth  of  France,  were  -compelled,  at  the  im- 
perious voice  of  Cromwell,  to  quit  that  kingdom, 
and  to  feek  an  afylum  in  the  dominions  of  Spain. 

But  if  the  honour  of  France  fuf- 
. »*5s.  £ere(j  fomg  diminution  in  thus  with- 
drawing her  protection  from  the  unfortunate, 
the  advantage  to  her  arms  was  brilliant  and 
important.  Marefchal  Turenne,  with  the  mare- 
fchal  de  la  Forte,  had  invefted  Valenciennes,  and 
experienced  the  fame  reverie  of  fortune.- as  had 
befallen  Conde  before  Arras.  That  prince,  fc- 
conded  by  don  John  of  Auftria,  forced  the  mare- 
fchal de  la  Forte’s  lines,  took  him  prifoner,  and 
relieved  Valenciennes.  Turenne  performed  what 
Conde  had  done  before  on  a fimilar  defeat ; he 
laved  the  routed  army,  made  head  every  where 
againft  the  victors,  and  in  lefs  than  a month  af- 
terwards laid  liege  to  and  carried  the  town  of  la 
Capelle. 

But  the  treaty  with  England  adored 
A.  D.  1657.  ■j'urenn£  a decide  fuperiority  ; 
Cromwell  engaged  to  fend  fix  thoufand  infantry 
into  Flanders,  on  condition  that  the  French  Ihoulcf 
attempt  the  redu&ion  of  Mardyke,  Gravelines, 
or  Dunkirk,  all  of  which  had  been  recovered  by 
Spain  during  the  late  civil  commotions,  and  de. 
liver  into  bis  hands  which  ever  place  was  fooneft 
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taken;  while  the  marefchal  awaited  the  arrival 
pf  this  reinforcement,  he  endeavoured  by  furprife 
to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Cambrai ; he  had 
fcarce  encompaffed  the  walls,  when  the  prince 
of  Conde,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  horfe, 
penetrated  through  the  army  of  the  befiegers, 
and  having  routed  every  thing  that  attempted 
to  flop  him,  threw  himfelf  into  the  town.  The 
marefchal  no  longer  perfufted  in  the  hopelefs  en- 
terprife,  but  directed  his  march  toward  St.  Quin- 
tin  to  meet  the  Englilh  auxiliaries;  ftrength- 
ened  by  this  reinforcement,  he  fucceffively  re- 
duced Montmedl  and  St.  Venant,  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Ardres,  and  concluded  the  campaign  with  the 
taking  of  Mardyke,  which,  according  to  the  late 
treaty,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Crom- 
well. 

Early  in  the  fpring  the  armies  re- 
fumed their  hoftile  operations,  which  ’ ' ,6s8’ 
had  been  fufpended  by  the  inclemency  of  the 
Winter.  The  remonftrances  of  Cromwell  com- 
manded the  acquiefcence  of  Mazarin  ; and  Tu- 
renne  was  ordered  to  inveft  the  town  of  Dunkirk. 
The  port  was  already  blocked  up  by  an  Englilh 
fquadron,  and  fix  thoufand  of  the  infantry  of  that 
nation  joined  the  French  camp.  The  prince  of 
Conde  and  Don  John  of  Auftria  afiembled  all 
their  forces,  and  prefented  themfelves  before  the 
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city,  to  raife  the  fiege.  Turenne  quitted  his  lines 
to  encounter  the  enemy ; and  the  prince  of  Conde, 
who  was  not  allowed  the  difpofition  of  that  day,  / 
turned  to  the  Englifh  duke  of  Gloucefter,  who 
had  accompanied  him,  and  afked  him,  if  he  had 
ever  feen  a battle  loft  ; the  reply  was  in  the  nega- 
tive ; “ then,”  faid  the  prince,  <(  you  will  fee 
u one  now.”  The  event  juftified  his  difeern- 
ment.  The  French  and  Englifh  charged  with 
rival  valour ; the  Spaniards  were  broken  on  every 
fide  ; and  the  prince  of  Conde,  who  had  difplayed 
in  the  battle  the  moft  heroic  courage,  preferved 
the  fame  undaunted  countenance  in  defeat;  the 
troops  under  his  immediate  command  were  ftill 
formidable,  and  effected  their  retreat  in  tolerable 
order ; but  the  reft:  of  the  Spanifh  army  was  chaced 
to  the  gates  of  Furnes,  and  above  nine  thoufand 
of  the  veteran  foldiers  of  Spain  are  fuppofed  to 
have  fallen  in  the  adtion  and  purfuit. 

Dunkirk,  though  now  deftitute  of  the  moft  dif- 
tant  hope  of  fuccour,  ftili  rejedted  the  fummons 
of  Turenne,  and  furrendered  not  till  ten  days 
after  the  battle;  the  garrifon  marched  out  with 
all  the  honours  of  war,  and  Lewis  entered  in  tri- 
umph the  proftrate  city  ; but  he  was  foon  com- 
pelled to  deliver  it  up  to  Lockhart,  Crom well's 
j&mbalfador ; and  the  reludtance  of  Mazarin  was 
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vanquilhed  by  the  refolution  and  menaces  of  the 
Protestor  of  England. 

This  was  the  laft  and  mod  important  acquifi- 
tion  of  that  great  and  fuccefsful  ufurper;  who, 
without  any  eminent  qualities  of  body,  or  Ihining 
talents  of  mind,  withouf  fortune  or  illuftrious 
birth,  fubverted  one  of  the  mod  ancient  and  beft  , 
eftablilhed  monarchies  in  the  world ; brought  to 
trial  and  executed  his  fovereign ; compelled  the 
royal  family  to  feek  their  fafety  in  exile ; and  re- 
duced to  fubjedtion  three  powerful  and  difcon- 
tented  nations.  In  the  laft  moments  the  illufions 
of  fanaticifm,  which  had  been  fo  confpicuous 
in  his  infant  grandeur,  ftill  prevailed ; and  he 
rejedted  the  fatal  predictions  of  his  phyficians, 
while  his  chaplains  buoyed  up  his  hopes  with  the 
aflurances  of  a longer  exiftence.  His  dying 
breath  bequeathed  his  power  to  his  eldeft  fon, 
Richard,  who  immediately  aflumed  the  tide  of 
Protedlor,  and  was  acknowledged  by  the  court  of 
France. 

Marefchal  Turenne,  on  the  furrender  of  Dun- 
kirk, turned  his  arms  againft  Furnes  and  Dix- 
mude ; thefe  foon  yielded  to  his  victorious  af- 
faults;  the  Spanifh  forces,  divided  in  garrifon 
towns,  would  probably  have  been  fwept  away  by 
the  torrent  of  his  fortune,  had  not  his  career  been 
checked  by  the  indifpofition  of  his  fovereign ; but 
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no  fooner  was  the  health  of  Lewis  reftored,  than 
thofe  intrigues  which  had  already  agitated  the 
court,  vanqiiilhed  into  air,  and  Turenne  was  per- 
mitted to  fwcll  the  long  lift  of  his  conquers; 
Otidenarde  and  Menin  opened  their  gates  after  a 
faint  refiftance;  the  marefchal  de  la  Forte  was 
detached  to  inveft  Gravelines,  and  Turenne  him- 
felf  covered  with  his  army  the  operations  of  the 
fiege.  The  colours  of  France  were  foon  difplayed 
from  the  walls ; the  prince  of  Ligne  was  encoun- 
tered and  routed  bv  the  rival  of  Conde ; and 
- Ypres  fubmitted  to  the  vi&or,  and  received  a 
French  garrifon. 

In  Italy  the  current  of  fuccefs  flowed,  though 
not  with  equal  rapidity,  in  favour  of  France,  The 
duke  of  Mantua,  who  endeavoured  to  ftem  the 
tide  as  the  ally  of  Spain,  was  happy  in  being  ad- 
mitted to  a neutrality..  Trin,  in  the  Marquifate 
of  Montferrat,  was  taken  by  the  marquis  of  Villa; 
and  Mortare,  in  the  Milanefe,  furrendered  to  the 
duke  of  Modena,  who  furvived  his  conqueft  but 
a few  days. 

Ferdinand,  the  third  emperor  of  Germany,  had, 
during  the  various  events  of  war,  funk  into  the 
grave ; and  the  ambition  of  dVIazarin  afpired  to 
place  the  imperial  crown  on  the  head  of  Lewis., 

. t 

The  marefchal  Grammont  was  difpatched  for  this 
purpofe  to  the  diet ; b«t  the  cardinal  was  foon 
2 con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  429 

convinced  of  the  futility  of  his  chimerical  expedi- 
tions. After  an  interval  of  above  a year,  the  elec- 
tors railed  to  the  throne  Leopold,  the  fon  of  the 
late  emperor ; but  the  policy  of  France  embraced 
the  opportunity  to  confirm  the  treaty  of  Munfter, 
and  to  attach  to  her  intereft  feveral  of  the  inde- 
pendent princes  of  Germany. 

The  rigour  of  winter,  which  had  , 

fufpended  the  hoftile  enterprifes  of  the 
crowns  of  Spain  and  France,  had  revived  in  the 
breafts  of  their  refpe&ive  minifters  the  defife  of 
peace.  The  fuccefs  of  Turenne  in  the  SpanilK 
Netherlands  had  alarmed  the  former;  and  Ma- 
zarin  was  intent  on  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of 
the  people  by  the  marriage  of  the  king.  It  has 
been  aflerted,  that  from  the  affeftion  of  Lewis  to 
the  niece  of  the  cardinal,  he  had  at  one  time 
raifed  his  hopes  to  a royal  alliance;  but  the 
haughty  fpirit  of  the  queen-mother  foon  exrin- 
guilhed  the  vain  idea,  and  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Spain  and  the  princefs  of  Savoy  next 
prefented  themfelves  to  his  view;  he  therefore 
liftened  with  pleafure  to  the  pacific  overtures  of 
Don  Lewis  de  Haro,  who  governed  Philip  the 
Fourth  with  the  fame  abfolute  authority  as  he  him- 
felf  ruled  Lewis. 

A ceffation  of  arms  was  immediately  agreed 
upon ; and  in  the  Ifle  of  Pheafants,  on  the  fron- 
tiers 
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tiers  of  the  two  kingdoms,  Mazarin  and  Don 
Lewis  de  Haro  appeared  as  the  reprefentatives  of 
their  refpe&ive  fovereigns.  A confiderable  time 
was  confumed  in  difputes  about  precedency ; but 
the  Spaniard  maintained  his  equality,  and  refufed 
to  yield  to  the  dignity  of  the  cardinal,  or  to  the 
fuperior  pretenfions  of  France ; their  conferences 
were  at  length  begun,  and  after  four  months,  were 
concluded  by  the  celebrated  treaty  of  Pyrenees. 
By  this  treaty  Lewis  was  to  receive  the  hand  of  the 
infanta  with  five  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns ; 
Alface  and  Roufillon  were  confirmed  to  him ; 
but  he  folemnly  renounced  every  fucceflion  that 
might  accrue-  to  him  in  right  of  his  fpoufe;; 
and  to  Charles  the  Fourth  he  reflored  the  duchy  - 
of  Lorrain ; to  Spain  the  cities  of  St.  Omer,  Ypres, 
Menin,  andOudenarde ; and  he  confented  to  pardon; 
the  prince  of  Conde.  Philip,  on  his  fide,  extended 
alfo  his  clemency  to  the  revolted  Catalans ; relin- 
quifhed  Verceil  to  the  duke  of  Savoy;  Reggio  to- 
the  duke  of  Modena ; his  whole  territories  to  the 
duke  of  Monaco ; and  to  the  duke  of  Newburgh 
the  city  of  Juliers,  which  for  feveral  years  paft 
had  been  fequeftered  in  the  hands  of  the  houfe  of 

Auflria. 

• * * - ■»  * 

A.  D.  1659,  Charles  of  England  had  prefented, 
> liko-  himfelf  at  the  Pyrenees  to  implore 
the  afMance  of  the  cardinal  and  Don  * Lewis  der 

Haro ; 
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Haro ; the  former  refufed  even  to  fee  him, 
and  pleaded  the  alliance  of  France  with  the 
Englilh  commonwealth ; but  the  latter  received 
him  with  that  generous  civility  peculiar  to  his 
nation.  Even  the  offer  of  Charles  to  marry  the 
niece  of  the  cardinal  was  rejected  with  cold  po- 
litenefs.  The  condition  of  that  monarch  to  all 
the  world  feemed  defperate ; his  friends  had 
been  baffled  in  every  attempt  for  his  fervice ; the 
fcaffold  had  often  ffreamed  with  the  blood  of  his 
molt  adive  adherents;  their  fpirits  were  broken 
by  tedious  imprifonments ; their  eftates  were 
overwhelmed  by  fines  and  conRfcations.  But 
amid  ft  all  thefe  gloomy  profpeds,  fortune,  by  a 
furprifing  revolution,  brought  that  about  which 
the  minifters  of  France  and  Spain  might  have  had 
the  honour  of  undertaking. , Richard  Cromwell, 
of  a gentle,  humane,  and  generous  diipofftion, 
was  incapable  of  maintaining  his  dominion  by 
fanguinary  meafures;  he  ftgned  his  own  difmif- 
lion ; and  with  a moderate  fortune  extended  his 
peaceful  and  quiet  life  to  an  extreme  old  age. 
The  committee  of  fafety,  who  had  ufurped  the 
authority  that  he  had  abdicated,  were  hated  and 
defpifed  ; they  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  re- 
ftore  the  parliament  which  they  had  dilfolved  { 
v the  nation,  wearied  by  contending  fadions,  im- 
patiently looked  to  the  reftoration  of  die  ancient 
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conflitution ; their  wifhes  were  feconded  by  th« 
loyal  declarations  of  general  Monk,  who,  with 
the  government  of  Scotland,  commanded  an  affec* 
donate  and  well-difciplined  army.  Charles  was 
invited  to  mount  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  ; he 
landed  at  Dover ; took  poffeffion  of  his  kingdom 
without  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  entered  his  ca- 
pital amidft  the  unanimous  acclamations  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  the  uncle  of 
' ' Lewis,  had  expited  at  Blois,  but  little 
noticed,  and  not  at  all  regretted  ; his  death  did  not 
interrupt  the  preparations  for  the  marriage  of  the 
king  of  France : that  monarch  advanced  to  Saint 
Jean  de  Luz  to  receive  the  hand  of  his  bride ; 
the  royal  pair  returned  to  Paris,  and  in  their  tri- 
umphal entry  into  that  city  difplayed  a magnifi- 
cence before  unknown;  but  though  on  this  occa- 
fion  the  cardinal  indulged  the  national  tafte  for 
fplendour,  in  every  other  lefpeft  he  narrowly  cir- 
cuinfcribed  the  expences  of  the  king,  and  Lewis 
was  often  reduced  to  recjuefl  the  loan  of  that 
wealth,  with  which  the  coffers  of  his  miniftef 
overflowed. 

A D 66  l^e  ^ent  riches* 

the  cardinal  had  now  reached  the  pe- 
riod which  permitted  him  no  longer  to  enjoy 
them.  The  treaty  of  Vincennes  with  the  duke 
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of  Lorrain,  and  which,  in  forae  meafure  towards 
that  prince,  foftened  that  of  Pyrenees,  was  the  laft 
aft  of  his  adminiftration ; nine  days  afterwards  he 
expired ; and  his  concern  for  his  wealth  was  ftill 
apparent  in  the  laft  moments  of  his  ‘life.  By  a 
deed  of  gift  he  refigned  his  riches  to  the  king  j 
and  his  difeernment  was  juftified  by  the  magnani- 
mity of  Lewis,  who  immediately  reftored  the  in- 
ftrument.  Though,  perhaps,  that  monarch  but 
little  regretted  the  lofs  of  a minifter,  whofe  yoke 
fat  heavy  on  his  fhoulders,  yet  early  taught  to  dif- 
femble,  he  afiumed  the  external  marks  of  forrow, 
and  even  honoured  his  memory  by  the  compli- 
ment of  wearing  mourning. 

The  adminiftration  and  talents  of  Mazarin  have 
been  compared  with  thofe  of  Richelieu ; but  thofe 
commanding  features  which  diftinguilhed  the  lat* 
ter,  are  in  vain  to  be  fought  for  in  the  former. 
Prudent,  fubtle,  and  avaricious,  he  rather  endea- 
voured to  footh  than  to  command ; to  deceive 
than  to  vanquifli ; and  the  love  of  gloty  either 
exifted  not  in  his  bofom,  or  was  loft  in  his  infati- 
ate  third  of  gold.  That  immenfe  hoard  was  foon 
afterwards  diffipated  by  the  follies  and  prodigality 
of  the  marquis  of  Meilleraie,  who  had  efpoufed 
his  favourite  daughter  Hortenfia  Mancini,  and  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  duke  of  Mazarin ; while  Hor* 
vol.  ii.  F f tenfia 
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tenfia  herfelf,  baniflied  from  the  bed  and  country 
of  her  hufband,  long  fubfified  in  England  on  a 
pcnfion  allowed  her  by  the  liberality  of  Charles 
ihe  Second. 


> (• 

Chapter 
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Chapter  the  'thirty-fifth. 


Lewis  assumes  the  reins  of  government— 

ACQUIRES  DUNKIRK — CLAIMS  THE  SUCCES- 
SION OF  FLANDERS  — WAR  WltH  SPAIN -r- 

PEACE  OF  AIX  LA  CHAPELLE INVASION  OF 

HOLLAND — ACQUISITION  OF  TRANCHE  COMTE 
. * — VICTORIES  AND  DEATH  OF  TURENNE — 
PEACE  OF  NIMEGUEN — WAR  RESUMED  WITH 
SPAIN,  AND  TERMINATED  BY  THE  TRUCE  OF 
RATISBON — LEAGUE  AGAINST  FRANCE — RE- 
VOLUTION IN  ENGLAND — WAR  IN  FLANDERS, 

GERMANY,  SPAIN,  AND  ITALY PEACE  OF 

RYSWICK. 


N the  death  of  Mazarin,  Lewis  A ^ 

, _ , r ; A,  D.  ittx. 

the  Fourteenth  prepared  to  throw  oft 
thofe  (hackles  which  the  afcendancy  of  the  minifter  ^ 
had  impofed,  and  hereafter  to  affiime  not  only 
the  enfigns  of  royalty,  but  the  duties  of  a king.' 
The  officers  of  (late,  who  little  expe&ed  that  a 

F f z young 
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young  prince  only  in  his  twenty-third  year,  would 
limit  the  purfuit  of  his  pleafures,  to  fuftain  the  toils 
of  government,  impatiently  enquired  whom  they 
were  to  apply  to  ? They  were  equally  furprifed  and 
difappointed,  when  Lewis  anfwered,  “ to  me 
their  aftonifhment  ftill  increafed,  when  they  found 
him  perfevere.  He  had  confulted  his  own  ftrength, 
and  made  a trial  in  fecret  of  his  capacity  for  go- 
vernment; his  refolution  once  taken,  he  main- 
tained it  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life ; he  ap- 
pointed bounds  to  the  power  of  every  minifter; 
obliged  him  to  give  an  account  of  every  thing  at 
certain  hours  ; reftored  order  to  the  finances,  and 
eftablifhed  difeipline  among  the  troops. 

In  his  tranfaftions  with  foreign  ftates,  he  af- 
ferted  the  dignity  of  his  crown  with  jealous  vigi- 
lance ; the  ambaflador  of  Spain  at  the  court  of 
t^ondon,  had  on  a public  entry  difputed  the  way 
with  that  of  France  ; but  the  firm  remonftrances 
of  Lewis  extorted  from  Philip  ample  fatisfa&ion ; 
and  the  Spanifh  monarch  difpatched  the  count  of 
Fuentes  with  the  important  conceffion,  “ that  the 
“ minifters  of  Spain  fhould  no  longer  difpurc  the 
“ precedency  with  thofe  of  France.”  With  the 
Court  of.  Rome  he  difplayed  equal  firmnefs.  Ris 
ambaflador,  the  duke  of  Crequi,  had  been  in- 
fulted,  and  even  his  carriage  fired  into  by  the 
guards  of  that  city;  the  king  menaced  to  avenge 

the 
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the  affront  by  arms ; and  he  compelled  Alexander 
the  Seventh,  the  Roman  pontiff,  to  fatisfy  his  ho- 
nour, by  ere&ing  a pillar  in  Rome,  exprefling  the 
injury  and  reparation. 

The  fatisfaflion  that  he  derived  A t^Jt 

from  thefe  events  was  increafed  by  the  i667- 
birth  of  a fon ; and  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdom 
was  augmented  by  the  purchafe  of  Dunkirk, 
Charles  the  Second,  whofe  adverfity  had  not  • 
taught  him  ceconomy,  was  reduced  by  his  profit 
fion  to  part  with  that  important  place,  and  Lewis 
obtained  it  at  the  price  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  He  immediately  employed  thirty  thou- 
fand men  to  fortify  it  by  land  and  fea ; and  dug  a 
- large  bafon  between  the  town  and  the  citadel, 
capable  of  containing  feveral  men  of  war.  He 
extorted  foon  after  the  ftrong  hold  of  Marfal  from 
-the  duke  of  Lorrain.  He  fecretly  fupported 
the  crown  of  Portugal  againfl  that  of  Spain  ; but 
though  the  king  of  England  offered  to  abandon 
to  him  all  the  Spanifh  low  countries,  provided  he 
would  fuffer  him  to  purfue  his  advantages  over 
the  Dutch,  Lewis  rejected  the  propofal,  which 
would  have  rendered  Charles  fovereign  of  the 
feas ; yet  the  afliftance  he  could  on  that  element 
afford  his  allies,  the  Hollanders,  was  feebje  and 
unworthy  of  his  greatnefs ; but  his  fuccour$  by 
land  were  rpore  effedual  and  honourable ; and 

. Ff  3 his 
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his  arms  prote&ed  them  from  the  martial  and 
enterprifing  bifhop  of  Munfter,  whom  the  gold 
of  England  had  allured  to  invade  the  united  pro- 
vinces. 


' The  peace  of  Breda  reconciled  the 

A.  D.  1667.  . , A , 

contending  powers,  but  reftored  not  , 

for  a moment  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  The 
flame  of  war  was  kept  alive  by  the  pretenfions 
and  ambition  of  the  French  monarch.  In  the 
filent  lapfe  of  fix  years  he  had  replenifhed  his 
coffers,  created  a naval  force,  augmented  his 
armies,  and  provided  large  magazines  and  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  military  {lores.  The- two  mi- 
nifters  who  principally  (hared  his  confidence 
were  Colbert  and  Louvois.  The  former  in  the 
finances,  rivalled  the  fame  and  abilities  of  the 
duke  of  Sully;  the  latter  firft  difplayed  to  Eu- 
rope the  means  of  fubfifting  large  armies  at  a 
diftance  by  magazines.  ‘ The  prince  of  Conde, 
and  the  marefchal  Turenne  were  dill  in  the  vi- 
gour of  their  life ; and  France  might  juftly  boaft 
the  proud  fuperiority  of  her  ftatefmen  and  her  ge- 
nerals. 


A.  D.  1468. 


Anne  of  Auflria,  the  queen-mother, 
who  no  longer  retained  her  influence 
over  the  mind  of  her  fon,  had  funk  unnoticed 
into  the  grave  ; the  death  of  Philip  of  Spain  was 
an  event  of  more  importance ; he  left  a fon,  Charles 
3 the 
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the  Second  ; but  the  queen  of  France,  the  iffue  of 
a former  marriage>  laid  claim  to  a confiderable  pro- 
vince of  the  Spanilli  monarchy,  even  to  the  exclu- 
fion  of  her  brother.  By  the  cuftom  of  fome  parts 
of  Brabant,  a female  of  a firft  marriage,  was  pre- 
ferred to  a male  of  the  fecond ; and  Lewis,  in  open 
violation  of  his  folemn  renunciation  in  the  treaty  of 
Pyrenees,  prepared  to  vindicate  the  claim  of  his 
confort  by  arms. 

The  king  of  France  with  an  army  of  forty  thou- 
fand  men,  direfted  by  Turenne,  paid  by  Colbert, 
and  amply  fupplied  by  Louvois,  burft  into  the  de- 
fencelefs  provinces  of  Flanders.  The  towns  with- 
out magazines,  without  fortifications,  and  with- 
out garrifons,  furrendered  to  Lewis  as  foon  as  he 
prefented  himfelf  before  them.  The  banners  of 
France  were  in  an  inftant  difplayed  from  the  walls 
of  A the,  Tournay,  Oudenarde,  Courtrai,  Charle- 
roy,  and  Binche ; Lifle  alone  maintained  a refin- 
ance of  nine  days,  and  the  king  returned  to  Paris 
from  a campaign,  attended  by  the  mod  important 
acquifitions,  but  which  in  its  progrefs  rather  re- 
fembled  a party  of  pleafure  than  an  hoflile  expe- 
dition. 

The  reputation  which  Turenne  had  A D 66 
acquired  in  this  enterprife,  awakened 
the  honourable  jealoufy  of  the  prince  of  Conde. 
The  inclemency  of  the  feafon  could  not  chill  his 
F f 4 martial 
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martial  ardour,  and  in  the  midfl  of  winter  he  pro- 
pofed  to  his  fovereign  the  invalion  of  Franche 
Comte.  That  province,  (ituated  on  the  borders  pf 
Switzerland,,  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  enjoyed  its  ancient  privileges,  and  the  ho- 
nouiable  diftindtion  of  a parliament ; the  inhabi- 
tants contented,  though  poor,  were  awakened  from 
their  humble  tranquillity  by  the  difcordant  trumpet; 
of  war.  Befanc^on  and  Salins,  the  two  ftrongefl 
towns,  were  invefted  and  reduced  by  the  prince  of 
Conde;  Lewis  haftened  to  join  his  army,  and  laid 
fiege  to  Dole ; iq  four  days  that  city  was  compelled 
to  open  its  gates;  and  in  three  weeks  the  conqueft 
of  the  entire  province  was  completely  atchieved. 

But  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  Lewis  had  awakened 
the  envy  and  the  fears  of  his  powerful  neigh- 
bours. A triple  league  was  formed  by  England, 
Holland,  and  Sweden,  to  preferibe  bounds  to  his 
ambition.  The  arbitration  of  fo  formidable  a 
confederacy  could  not  be  rejected.  A negocia- 

£ion  was  immediately  commenced,  and  rapidly 

» « * * 

concluded.  By  the  peace  pf  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
Lewis  retained  his  acquilitions  in  Flanders,  but 
reftored  Franche  Comte  to  Spain  ; though  even 
by  thefe  conditions  he  gained  an  extenfive  terri- 
tory, fruitful  and  populous,  yet  he  ever  after  har- 
boured a deep  and  implacable  refentment  againft 
the  ftates  of  Holland,  whofe  deputies  had  dif? 
.2  ' playec[ 
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played  at  the  Congrefs  the  proud  and  inflexible 
fpirit  of  the  republicans. 

-At  the  moment  that  monarch  fign* 
ed  the  treaty  of  peace,  he  meditated 
new  wars,  and  prepared  to  fatiate  his  revenge ; 
his  firfl;  attention  was  diredted  to  create  a naval 
force  ; and  his  orders  were  executed  by  the  inde- 
fatigable induftry  of  Colbert  and  Louvois.  The 
iea-ports,  which  had  almoft  funk  into  mins,  again 
eredted  their  heads,  were  fortified  with  works 
which  at  once  ferved  for  their  ornament  and  de- 

1 

fence,  and  were  filled  with  fixty  large  men  of 
war  ready  equipped  for  fea.  The  next  object  of 
his  councils  was  to  detach  the  king  of  England 
from  his  alliance  with  Holland.  His  brother  the 
duke  of  Orleans  had  married  the  fifter  of  Charles, 
and  the  influence  of  that  princefs  was  exerted 
over  the  mind  of  the  Englilh  monarch ; the  ne- 
ceflities  of  Charles  feconded  her  arts ; the  fums 
that  his  prcfufion  demanded,  and  his  parliament 
denied,  were  fupplied  by  Lewis;  and  the  king 
of  England  was  prevailed  upon  to  relinquifli  -the 
molt  fettled  maxims  of  honour  and  policy,  and 
to  fign  engagements  for  the  deftrudtion  of  Hol- 
land, ith  whom  he  had  fo  lately  united  himfelf 
to  reprefs  the  ambition  of  France, 

The  fudden  death  of  the  duchefs  of  a.  d.  1670* 
Orleans,  who  had  negociated  this  ai-  ,67‘* 

liance, 
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liance,  and  whofe  fate  was  accompanied  with  fuf- 
picions  of  poifon,  threw  a gloom  over  the  courts, 
but  did  not  impede  the  preparations  of  the  confe- 
derate monarchs.  The  liberality  of  Lewis  ex- 
tended itfelf  to  Sweden,  and  Charles  the  Eleventh 
fubfcribed  the  new  league ; while  the  bifhop  of 
Munfter,  greedy  of  war  and  plunder,  and  natu- 
rally an  enemy  of  the  Dutch,  readily  concurred 
in  the  meafures  concerted  for  their  deftruftion. 

But  if  the  alliances  and  armaments 
of  Charles  and  Lewis  were  formidable,  A’  D'  I&71' 
the  pretences  they  afiigned  for  their  ho  (file  de- 
figns  were  frivolous  and  contemptible.  The  for- 
mer complained  that  the  cuftomary  honours  had 
been  refufed  to  the  Englifh  flag,  and  that  pic- 
tures injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the  Englifh 
had  been  encouraged  ; the  latter  maintained 
greater  dignify,  if  undifguifed  violence  and  in- 
juft ice  can  merit  that  appellation  ; he  pretended 
that  the  behaviour  of  the  Hollanders  had  been 
fuch  that  it  did  not  conlifl  with  his  glory  any 
longer  to  bear. 

At  the  moment  that  the  United  Provinces  were 
menaced  by  fuch  powerful  enemies,  they  could 
derive  but  little  fatisfadtion  from  the  review  of 
their  domeftic  fituation.  Two  factions  at  that 
rime  agitated  the  republic.  The  one  headed  by 
John  de  Wit,  grand  penfionary,  a man  equally 

eminent 
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eminent  for  greatncfs  of  mind,  for  capacity,  and 
for  integrity,  but  who  regarded  with  jealoufy  the 
leaft  fhadow  of  abfolute  authority ; the  other  lefs 
attached  to  the  exterior  of  liberty,  defirous  of 
reftoring  the  rtadtholderfhip,  and  of  inverting  the 
prince  of  Orange  with  the  ports  and  dignities  of 
his  anceftors: 

Into  this,  country  burft  Lewis  the' Fourteenth, 
at  the  head  of  an  army  formidable  from  its  num- 
bers and  difcipline,  but  ftill  more  fo  from  the 
fkill  and  experience  of  Turenne,  Conde,  Lux- 
emburg, and  Vauban.  De  Wit  had  expe&ed  his  ' 
attack  on  the  fide  of  Maeftricht,  and  provided 
that  town  accordingly ; but  the  king  of  France 
taking  advantage  of  his  alliance  with  Cologne, 
invaded  the  provinces  from  that  quarter.  He 
parted  the  Meufe  at  Vifat,  portefled  himfelf  of 
Orfoi,  reduced  in  four  days  Burik,  Wefel,  Eme- 
rik,  and  Rhimberg ; and  prefied  forwards  to  the 
Rhine.  To  all  the  other  calamities  of  the  Dutch, 
was  added  the  exreme  drought  of  the  feafon, 
which  diminifhed  the  greateft  rivers  $ the  French 
cavalry,  animated  by  the  prefence  of  their  fove- 
reign,  plunged  into  the  dream  ; a few  Dutch  re- 
giments on  the  oppofite  bank  made  but  a feeble 
refiftance ; and  the  celebrated  palfage  of  the 
Rhine>  the  fubjedt  of  fo  much  panegyric,  was 
^ * atchicved 
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atchicved  without  danger  and  almoft  without  op* 
portion. 

Each  fuccefs  added  courage  to  the  conquerors, 
and  ftmek  the  vanquifhed  with  difmay ; and 
every  hour  brought  intelligence  of  fome  freih  ac* 
quifition.  A lift  of  defen celefs  cities  that  opened 
their  gates  on  the  appearance  of  an  enemy,  can 
afford  neither  inftru&ion  nor  entertainment  to  the 
reader.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  in 
little  more  than  a-  month  three  provinces,  Guel- 
derland,  Overyffel,  and  Utrecht,  were  in  the 
hands  of  Lewis ; Groningen  was  threatened  ; 
Friezeland  lay  expofed ; and  the  only  difficulty 
fhat  prefented  itfelf  was  in  Holland  and  Zealand. 
Gonde  and  Turenne  exhorted  the  king  to  difman- 
tle,  with  a few  exceptions,  all  the  towns  that  he; 

had  taken,  and  prefs  on  to  new  conquefts  ; but 

/ 

Lewis  liftened  to  the  counfels  of  Louvois,  who 
prevailed  on  him  to  ftrengthen  his  acquifitions 
with  new  fortifications  ; a project  which,  by  weak- 
ening the  main  army,  proved  fatal  to  his  ambitious 
deflgns. 

E(ut  at  fea  the  Dutch  maintained  their  former 
renown,  and  engaged  with  alacrity  the  combined 
fleets  of  two  powerful  nations.  De  Ruyter,  their 
admiral,  on  this  accafion  acquired  immortal  ho- 
nour, and  acknowledged,  that  of  two  and  thirty 
' - . * a&ions 
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a&ionfe  tyhich  he  had  beheld,  this  combat  was 
the  mod  obftinately  difputed.  The  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  two  fleets  was  nearly  equal ; the  approach 
of  night  at  lengrh  fufpended  the  fury  of  the 
combatants  ; and  both  retired  to  their  refpe&ive 
harbours  to  repair  the  damages  which  they  had 
differed. 

# But  the  glory  of  de  Ruyter  could  not  infpire  his 
countrymen  to  emulate  his  concjuft  by  land  ; the 
dates  determined  to  implore  .the  pity  of  the  confe- 
derated monarchs  ; but  the  conditions  that  Lewis 
prefcribed  were  little  better  than  articles  of  Ha- 
very.  All  the  towns  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

• 9 m \ s 

Rhine  were  to  be  ceded,  with  Nimeguen,  and 
feveral  in  the  heart  of  the  provinces ; the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  was  every  where  to  be  re  efta- 
bliihed;  and  a medal  was  annually  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  French  court,  importing  that,  the' 
Hollanders  retained  their  freedom  by  the  modera- 
tion of  Lewis. 

The  indignation  of  the  people  at  terms  fo  fa- 
tal and  difgraceful,  broke  out  in  open  and  violent 
feditions.  Indead  of  arming  to  meet  the  haughty 
conqueror,  they  difeharged  their  rage  on  their 
own  unhappy  minider.  The  unfortunate  De  Wit, 
and  his  brother  Cornelius,  were  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  frenzy  of  the  populace ; the  mod  fhocking 
- indignities  were  exercifed  on  their  difmembered 

limbs ; 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


446 

limbs ; and  the  united  voice  of  the  people  in- 
verted with  the  foie  adminiftration  William  prince 
of  Orange. 

That  prince,  though  only  in  the  twenty  fecond 
year  of  his  age,  gave  ftrong  indications  of  all  thofe 
great  qualities  by  which  his  life  was  afterwards 
diftinguifhed.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  demeanor 
fuited  extremely  the  genius  of  the  people  whofe 
councils  he  was  called  to  direct.  Silent  and 
thoughtful,  he  pofiefled  a found  and  fteady  un- 
derftanding ; was  firm  in  his  refolution,  and  in- 
defatigable in  bufinefs;  and  never  fuffered  plea- 
fure  to  allure,  or  danger  to  intimidate  him.  His 
appointment  once  more  animated  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  his  countrymen  ; they  refolved,  if  unable 
to  maintain  their  freedom  in  Europe,  to  fly  to 
their  fettlements  in  the  Indies,  and  eredt  a new 
republic  in  thofe  remote  regions.  While,  to  check 
the  prefent  progrefs  of  the  vitrtor,  they  called  to 
their  affiftanGe  that  deftruflive  clement,  againft 
which  -they  had  formerly  lb  diligently  fortified 
themfelves  ; and  opening  the  fluices,  laid  the  ad- 
jacent country  under  water. 

Lewis  had  made  his  triumphal  entry  into 
Utrecht ; but  he  now  quitted  a campaign  in 
which  the  difficulties  of  war  were  increafed,  and 
the  hopes  of  conqueft  were  diminifhed.  He  re- 
turned to  his  capital  to  enjoy  the  acclamations  of 
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his  fubje&s  for  fuccefles  which  he  owed  to  the 
merit  of  his  generals,  or  to  the  panic  of  his  ene- 
mies. But  already  a confederacy  was  formed  to 
fet  bounds  to  his  afpiring  ambition.  Spain  pri- 
vately afiifted,  and  the  emperor  openly  fupported, 
the  United  Provinces ; Luxemburgh  was  difap- 
pointed  in  an  attempt  on  the  Hague,  and  the 
bilhop  of  Munfter  was  repulfed  from  the  walls  of 
Groningen. 

The  enfuing  year  extended  more  A D ^ 
widely  the  flames  of  war.  The  em- 
peror and  Spain  openly  declared  themfelves  the 
allies  of  the  Dutch ; and  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was 
now  engaged  to  protect  thofe  provinces  which 
during  fo  many  years  fhe  had  endeavoured  to  op- 
prefs.  De  Ruyter  flill  maintained  his  reputation 
at  fea,  and  encountered  in  a fecond  and  indeci- 
five  adlion  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
England.  A third  that  foon  after  enfued,  though 
equally  obftinate  and  bloody,  dill  left  the  vic- 
tory doubtful.  But  Lewis  at  the  head  of  a nu- 
merous army  invefted,  and  in  a week  reduced 
Maeftricht.  The  prince  of  Orange  in  return 
laid  fiege  to  Naerden  ; and  the  fuccefs  of  that 
enterprife  confirmed  the  confidence  of  his  coun- 
trymen ; he  immediately  after  directed  his  march 
to  join  Montecuculli,  the  imperial  general,  who 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  was  oppofed  to  Tu- 
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rsnne;  the  artful  conduct  of  that  commander 
eluded  the  penetration  of  the  marefchal,  and  he 
fuddenly  fat  down  before  Bonne.  Under  the 
walls  of  that  city  he  was  joined  by  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  with  fimilar  addrefs  had  deceived 
and  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  French  gene- 
rals. Bonne  foon  furrfehdered  to  their  combined 
arms;  feveral  other  places  in  the  electorate  of 
Cologne  fell  into  their  hands ; the  communication 
between  France  artd  the  United  Provinces  was  cut 
off ; and  Lewis  was  obliged  to  recall  his  forces, 
and  abandoh  all  his  conquefts  with  greater  rapi- 
dity than  he  had  at  firlt  made  them. 

The  firm  remonftrances  of  the  En- 

A.D.  167a. 

glith  parliament  and  the  clamours  of 
his  people,  compelled  Charles  to  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  United  Provinces.  But  while  he 
reluctantly  deferred  his  ally  Lewis,  he  (till  in- 
filled that  ten  thoufand  men  whom  he  had  de- 
tached to  reinforce  the  army  of  that  monarch, 
fhould  not  be  recalled,  though  he  confented  to 
bind  himfeif  by  a fecret  article  of  the  treaty 
never  to  recruit  them.  Even  this  reinforcement, 
fmall  as  it  might  feeitt,  was  neceffary  to  the  va- 
rious enterprifes  of  the  French  king.  The  em- 
pire, Spain,  and  Holland,  Were  now  firmly  united 
againft  him.  The  frsfhop  of  Munfter  and  the 
ieftot  of  Cologne  had  been  compelled  to  re*" 
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nounce  his  alliance;  yet  he  continued  to  make 
head  every  where  againft  his  enemies,  and  even 
meditated  new  conquefts.  With  a powerful  army 
in  perfon  he  once  more  invaded  Tranche  Comte  ; 
laid  fiege  to  and  again  carried  Befanijon ; and  in 
fix  weeks  reduced  the  whole  province,  which  has 
ever  fince  remained  annexed  to  the  dominions  of 
France. 

* • 

In  Flanders  the  allied  army  was  commanded 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  French  by  the 
prince  of  Conde.  The  former,  encouraged  by 
his  fuperior  numbers, . endeavoured  to  penetrate 
into  France;  but  in  the  attempt  he  rafhly  ex- 
pofed  at  Seneffe  a wing  of  his  army,  and  his  ac- 
tive adverfary  failed  not  to  feize  and  improve- 
the  advantage.  But  the  prince  of  Orange  , amply 
compenfated  for  his  error  by  his  behaviour  in  the 

obflinate  and  bloody  action  that  enfued  ; he  ral- 

» * ' 

lied  his  difmayed  troops,  led  them  to  the  charge, 
and  pulhed  the  martial  veterans  of  France.  The 
conflict  was  continued  for  fome  time  after  fun- 
fet,  till  darknefs  parted  the  combatants,  and  left  % 
the  victory  undecided.  But  the  condudt  of  Wil- 
liam was  (lamped  by  the  applaufe  of  his  generous 
antagonifl ; “ the  prince  of  Orange,”  faid  Conde, 

“ has  adlcd  in  every  thing  like  an  old  captaifr, 

“ except  venturing  his  life  too  like  a young  fol- 
“ dier.”  ; ; •* 
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In  Alface,  Turenne  difplayed  againft  a much 
fuperior  enerpy,  all  that  military  fkill  which  by  long 
experience,  profound  reflexion,  and  great  genius, 
he  had  been  able  to  acquire.  By  a fudden  and 
forced  march  he  attacked  and  defeated  at  Sintz- 
heim  the  duke  of  Lorrain  and  Caprara,  the  gene- 
ral of  the  Imperialifts,  and  afterwards  extended  his 
bloody  devaftations  over  the  palatinate.  Seventy 
thoufand  Germans  deluged  Alface ; they  were  fur- 
priled  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  Turenne  ; 
a confiderable  detachment  was  cut  in  pieces  at  Mul- 
haufen ; the  elcdtor  of  Brandenburg,  who  had 
been  entrulled  with  the  chief  command,  was  routed 
by  the  adive  vigilance  of  the  marefchal  near  Col- 
mar; a third  body  fuffered  the  fame  fate  at  Turk- 
heim ; and  this  formidable  hoft,  baffled  and  dif- 
perfed,  was  liappy  to  evacuate  Alface  and  repafs 
the  Rhine. 

To  oppofe  Turenne,  the  Imperialifts 
" ;5'  recalled  their  celebrated  genera!  Monte- 
cutulli.  The  objedt  of  the  latter  was  to  penetrate 
into  Alface,_Lorrain,  or  Burgundy ; the  aim  of  the 
former  was  to  guard  the  French  frontiers,  and  dif- 
appoint  all  the  fchemes  of  his  enemy.  The  banks 
of  the  Rhine  was  the  theatre  on  which  their  /kill 
was  difplayed.  Each  encountered  the  other  with  _ 
perfeyerance,  penetration,  and  adivity  ; but  on 
the  moment  that  they  were  on  the  point  of  flaking 
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their  reputation  on  the  fate  of  a battle  near  the 
village  of  Saltzbach,  Turenne  was  killed  by  a 
cannon  ball  as  he  was  reconnoitring  a fituation  to 
eredt  a battery.  The  news  of  his  fate  impreffed 
the  king,  the  court,  and  the  people,  with  the 
deepeft  forrow  ; but  it  was  in  the  camp  that  his  lofs 
was  inofl:  feverely  felt  and  fenfibly  regretted. 
Montecuculli,  who  had  for  three  months  been  kept 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  by  the  abilities  of 
the  marefchal,  palled  that  river  the  moment  he 
heard  Turenne  was  no  more ; he  penetrated  into 
Alface ; and  the  French,  who  had  lately  afpired 
to  victory,  efteemed  themfelves  happy  in  efcap- 
ing  defeat,  and  effefting  a retreat  under  the 
conduct  of  de  Lorges,  nephew  to  the  deceafed 
general. 

Part  of  the  German  Army,  after  the  death  of 
Tuienne,  had  formed  the  liege  of  Treves ; and 
marefchal  Crequi,  with  the  troops  that  he  could  aT 
femble,  advanced  to  the  relief  of  that  place.  His 
negligence  expofed  him  to  a total  and  bloody  de- 
feat ; with  four  attendants  only  he  efcaped  into 
Treves,  and  endeavoured  by  a vigorous  defence  to 
efface  his  difgrace ; but  the  garrifon  at  length  mu- 
tinied againft  his  authority ; they  opened  the  gates 
to  the  en  .my  ; and  lince  he  refufed  to  fign  the  ca- 
pitulation they  had  made,  they  delivered  him  up  a 
prifoner  to  the  Imperialifts.  . . 
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Lewis  in  perfon  had  taken  the  field  in  Flan« 
ders,  and  was  oppofed  by  the  prince  of  Orange 
with  an  equal  army  ; each  party  was  unwilling  to 
hazard  a general  engagement  without  fome  vifi- 
ble  advantage.  The  monarch  foon  after  re- 
turned to  Verfailles,  and  the  late  difafters  in 
Germany  induced  him  to  recal  the  prince  of 
Conde  to  make  head  againft  Montecuculli.  The 
prince  on  this  new  field  confirmed  the  opinion 
of  his  fuperior  genius.  He  compelled  the  Ger- 
mans to  raife  the  fieges  of  Hagenau  and  Saverne ; 
he  eluded  their  attempts  to  force  him  to  a battle ; 
and  at  length  contained  them  to  repafs  the 
Rhine.  With  this  campaign  he  clofed  the 
long  fcries  of  his  martial  toils  and  glory ; the 
remnant  of  his  life  he  pafled  in  honourable  retire- 
ment at  Chantilly ; while  Montecuculli,  full  of 
years  and  fame,  withdrew  at  the  fame  time  from 
the  fcene  of  aftion,  unwilling  to  expofc  that  re- 
putation in  contefts  with  younger  adverfaries, 
which  he  had  acquired  as  the  rival  of  Conde  and 
Turcnne. 

Though  the  death,  of  Turenne,  and 
A.  D.  1676.  retreat  0p  Quide,  deprived  Lewis 

of  two  commanders,  whofe  military  talents  have 
feldom  been  equalled,  and  never  excelled,  yet  the 
vigour  and  difcipline  that  they  had  infufed  into 
>he  armies,  ftill  continued  to  open  the  road  to 
3 viftory. 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  453 

vi&ory.  The  Hollanders  themfelves  Toon  after 
fuftained  a lofs  which  plunged  them  in  the  fame 
honourable  forrow  as  France  had  lately  felt.  Mef- 
fina  had  revolted,  and  a fleet  under  the  duke  de 
Vivonne  was  difpatched  to  fupport  the  rebels ; 
the  Dutch  fent  a fquadron  to  aflift  the  Spaniards ; 
an  engagement  enfued;  and  de  Ruyter,  the  Tu- 
renne  of  Holland,  received  a wound  which  put 
an  end  to  his  glorious  life ; the  Dutch  difmayed 
at  his  death,  retired  in  confufion;  yet  the  advan- 
tage the  French  obtairfed  was  but  tranfient ; and 
they  were  foon  after  reduced  to  evacuate  Medina, 
at  the  moment  that  they  flattered  themfelves  with 
the  hope  of  becoming  mailers  of  it. 

In  Germany,  Charles  the  Fifth,  the  new  duke 
of  Lorrain,  who  fucceeded  his  uncle  Charles  the 
Fourth,  and  who  like  him  was  ftripped  of  his  do- 
minions, had  recovered  Philipfburgh ; but  he 
vainly  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  his  own  ter- 
ritories ; marefchal  Crequi  ranfomed  from  confine- ' 
ment,  and  grown  more  prudent  by  his  defeat, 
defended  the  entrance  into  Lorrain,  and  in  re- 
peated actions  baffled  and  defeated  the  unfortu- 
nate duke. 

In  Flanders  Lewis  himfelf  early  took  the  field, 
and  provided  with  ample  magazines-,  began  his 
operations,  while  the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  unable 
to  find  forage  in  the  open  country.  The  Spanifh 
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towns  ill  fortified,  made  but  a feeble  refinance ; 
in  the  month  of  April  he  laid  fiege  to  Conde,  and 
topk  it  by  florm  in  four  days ; while  the  duke  of 
Orleans  inverted  Bouchain,  he  ported  himfelf  to 
fLch  advantage  as  to  hinder  the  confederates  from 
relieving  it,  or  fighting  but  under  great  difficul- 
ties ; the  prince  of  Orange,  after  furtnounting  a 
variety  of  obftacles,  came  indeed  in  fight  of  the 
French  army  ; but  his  induftry  ferved  only  to  ren- 
der him  a fpetflator  of  the  furrender  of  Bouchain ; 
both  armies  flood  in  awe  of  each  other,  and 
were  unwilling  to  hazard  an  edtion  which  might 
be  attended  with  the  mod  important  confequences. 
Satisfied  with  his  new  acquifitions,  and  the  glory 
he  had  gained,  Lewis  retired  to  Verfaillcs,  and 
entrufted.  his  army  to  the  command  of  maref- 
, chal  Schomberg ; on  his  departure  William  in- 
verted Maeftricht ; but  Schomberg,  who  had 
taken  Aire,  immediately  advanced  to  the  relief 
of  that  place,  and  the  prince  was  compelled  re- 
luctantly to  retire. 

During  the  various  operations  of  the  hoftile 
armies,  the  language  of  peace  had  been  refumed, 
and  a congrefs  had  been  eftablifhed  at  Nime- 
guen  under  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land ; the  Dutch  loaded  with  debts,  and  haraffed 
with  taxes,  were  defirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
war,  But  gratitude  to  their  allies,  the  emperor 
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and  the  king  of  Spain,  induced  them  to  try  th 
confequcnces  of  another  campaign  ; and  the 
prince  of  Orange  urged  by  motives  of  honour, 
of  ambition,  and  of  animofity  againft  France, 
endeavoured  to  keep  them  fteady  to  this  refo- 
lution. 

Lewis  .was  alfo  fincerely  defirous  of 
peace;  his  kingdom  was  exhaufted  by  ’ ' 
the  violent  efforts  that  fhe  had  made ; but  the 
monarch  was  confcious  that  a good  treaty  could 
only  be  attained  by  & vigorous  war.  In  February 
he  laid  liege  to  Valenciennes,  and  carried  it  by 
dorm ; he  next  inverted  Cambray  and  Saint 
Omer.  The  prince  of  Orange  advanced  to  the 
relief  of  the  latter  place,  and  was  encountered  by 
the  French,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
the  brother  of  the  king,  and  marefchal  Luxem- 
burg. The  former  concealed  beneath  the  effemi- 
nate manners  of  a woman,  a courage  die  mod  ar- 
dent, and  the  latter  had  been  the  conftant  friend 
and  pupil  of  the  great  Conde.  By  a maderly 
movement  of  that  genera],  William  was  defeated, 
and  compelled  to  feek  Ihelter  under  the  walls  of 
Ypres;  but  Lewis,  jealous  of  his  brother’s  fame, 
who  had  fought  glory  in  the  thicked  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  liftened  to  the  viftory  with  fmall  figns  of 
external  fatisfairtion,  and  never  afterwards  en- 
trufted  the  duke  with  the  chief  command.  Cam- 
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bray  and  Saint  Omer  foon  furrendered,  and  clofed 
the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Negotiations  for  peace  were  (till 
A.  D.  1C78.  c0nt;nuecj}  and  Charles  of  England 
having  bellowed  the  hand  of  his  niece  on  the 
prince  of  Orange,  feemed  fincerely  defirous  of 
acquiefcing  in  the  wifhes  of  his  people,  and  of 
prot.&ing  the  provinces.  The  king  of  France 
had  taken  the  field  with  his  ufual  readinefs,  and 
had  reduced  Ypres  and  Ghent,  and  the  army 
under  Luxemburg  had  inverted  Mons,  when 
Van  Eeverning,  the  Dutch  ambaflador,  alarmed 
at  his  progrpfs,  and  confcious  of  the  unfteady 
councils  of  England,  at  Nimeguen  figned  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  minifters  of  France;  by 
this  treaty  Lewis  fecured  the  pofieffion  of  Franche 
■Comte,  together  with  Cambray,  Aire,  Saint 
Omer,  Valenciennes,  Tournay,  Ypres,  Bou- 
chain  ; Cartel,  &c.  and  agreed  to  reftore  to  Spain 
only  Charleroi,  Courtrai,  Oudenarde,  Athe,  Ghenc, 
and  Leonbourgh ; while  in  the  north,  his  ally  the 
king  of  Sweden  was  reinftated  in  thofe  dominions 
of  which  he  had  been  dripped  by  the  joint  forces 
of  Denmark  and  Germany. 

The  king  of  Spain  and  the  emperor  reluclandy 
and  fucceffively  fubferibed  to  thefe  hard  condi- 
tions ; which  were  confidered  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  with  equal  difguft.  The  day  after  they 
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were  figned  he  attacked,  near  Mons,  and  gained 
fome  advantage  over,  Luxemburg,  who  reded 
fecure  on  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  and  -concluded  the 
war  fin iflied ; William  had  alio  reafon  to  believe 
the  peace  was  iigned,  though  not  formally  noti- 
fied ; and  he  wantonly  facrificed  the  lives  of  many 
brave  men  on  both  fides,  who  fell  in  this  (harp  and 
well-conteded  adtion. 

The  temped  of  war  which  had  fo  A.  D.  is79. 
long  agitated  Europe,  was  fucceeded  ,6S3* 
by  four  years  of  peace.  Lewis,  whofe  reftlefs 
ambition  was  ever  awake,  diligently  employed 
each  moment  in  preparations  for  future  conquefis ; 
even  the  treaty  that  he  had  fo  lately  figned  at  Ni- 
tmeguen  could  not  fufpend  his  infatiate  third  for 
dominion ; by  treachery  he  poffefied  himfelf  of 
the  imperial  city  of  Stra(burgh ; he  purchafed 
Cafal  of  the  duke  of  Mantua  , and  difpoflelTed  the 
eledfor  Palatine  and  the  eledfor  of  Treves  of  the 
lordfhips  of  Falkemburg,  Germafheim,  and  Val- 
dentz.  Ports  and  harbours  were  condrudted  at 
Bred  and  Toulon  ; the  docks  were  filled  with  (hips 
of  war,  the  army  was  augmented,  and  the  maga- 
zines replenifhed ; while  the  people,  enriched  by 
arts  and  commerce,  willingly  fubmitted  to  new 
impods,  and  cheerfully  acquiefced  under  their 
burthens. 

The 
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The  death  of  the  queen  was  an  event  a.  d.  ,isv 
but  little  regarded  by  Lewis,  who  al-  ,6®7- 
ready  felt  that  pafiion  for  madame  de  Maintenon, 
which  accompanied  him  through  the  reft  of  his 
life ; he  was  doubtlefs  imprefled  with  more  real 
concern  at  the  lofs  of  Colbert,  whofe  Ikill  and  in- 
tegrity as  a financier  had  greatly  contributed  to  his 
conquefts ; that  minifier  expired  when  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  king  had  juft  rekindled  the  flame  of 
war;  on  pretences  the  moft  frivolous,  Lewis  had 
demanded  Aloft  of  the  Spaniards;  and  on  their 
refufal  had  feized  on  Luxemburg ; the  indigna- 
tion of  Spain  had  impelled  her  to  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war  againft  her  haughty  enemy ; but  her 
own  weaknefs,  and  the  fituation  of  the  other  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  compelled  her  to  fign  at  Ratftbon  a 
truce  for  twenty  years,  which  left  Lewis  in  the 
peaceable  pofleffion  of  Luxemburg. 

With  equal  injuftice  that  monarch  had  bom- 
barded Genoa,  and  reduced  the  republic  to  fue. 
for  peace  in  the  moft  abje<fl  manner,  for  having 
ftipulated  to  build  fome  gallies  for  the  Spaniards ; 
but  greater  glory  accompanied  the  expedition 
againft  Algiers;  and  thofe  licentious  rovers,  after 
beholding  the  greateft  part  of  their  city  reduced  to 
afhes,  fubmitted  to  releafe  feveral  hundreds  of 
chriftian  captives.  Yet  vanity  or  intereft  were 
the  foie  motives  that  aftuated  the  fovereign  of 
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France ; and  while  he  .braved  the  fpiritual  cen- 
lures  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and  ftripped  that  fee 
of  Avignon,  he  revoked  the  edidts  of  Nantz,  re- 
vived the  perfecution  againlt  the  Proteftants,  and 
drove  by  his  miftaken  policy  into  exile  above  five 
hundred  thoufand  of  the  moft  nfeful  and  induf- 
trious  inhabitants  of  France. 

Lewis  difeovered  too  late  that  the  characters  of 
a conqueror  and  perlecutor  are  incompatible;  be- 
befides  weakening  his  own  kingdom  by  the  banifla- 
ment  of  myriads,  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  refu- 
gees had  inflamed  againft  him  all  the  Proteftant 
nations  of  Europe.  The  prince  of  Orange,  who 
well  knew  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  general  in- 
dignation, had  by  his  intrigues  and  influence  form- 
ed a league  at  Auglburg,  where  the  whole  empire 
united  in  its  defence  againlt  the  French  monarch ; 
Spain  and  Holland  became  parties  in  the  fame  al- 
liance ; the  acceflion  of  Savoy  was  afterwards  ob- 
tained ; and  Sweden  and  Denmark  feemed  to  fa- 
vour the  fame  caufe. 

The  knowledge  of  this  league  had 

° ° A D 1488 

not  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  king 
of  France ; and  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  the 
confederates,  he  had  invaded  the  empire,  and  laid 
fiege  to  Philiplburg ; but  his  attention  was  en- 
groffed  by  the  affairs  of  England,  which  every  day 
more  plainly  pointed  to  a new  revolution.  Charles 
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the  Second  had  expired  at  variance  with  his  parlia^ 
ment,  and  defpifed  by  his  people.  His  brother  the 
duke  of  York,  as  James  the  Second,  fucceeded  to 
the  throne  ; the  misfortunes  of  his  father  ferved  not 
to  reftrain  the  rafh  zeal  and  blind  obedience  of 
that  prince  for  the  church  of  Rome.  He  openly 
violated  the  laws  of  his  country,  he  endeavoured  to 
fubvert  the  eflablifhed  religion,  and  compelled  his 
fubje&s  to  feek  their  fafety  in  revolt,  and  to  call  to 
their  protection  the  prince  of  Orange. 

William,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  that 
monarch  whom  he  was  fummoned  to  oppofe,  iif- 
tened  with  pleafure  to  felicitations  which  were  at 
once  enforced  by  policy  and  religion;  he  dili- 
gently  cohered  a formidable  fleet,  levied  addi- 
tional troops,  and  raifed  confiderabie  ferns  of 
money;  but  Lewis’s  envoy  at  the  Hague  pene- 
trated into  the  real  objedt  of  his  preparations,  and 
informed  his  matter  of  his  difeovery.  The  king 
of  France  immediately  conveyed  the  intelligence 
to  James;  at  the  fame  time  he  offered  to  rein- 
force the  Englifh  fleet  with  a French  fquadron,  to 
fend  over  any  number  of  troops,  or  to  march  into 
the  Netherlands  and  engage  the  Dutch  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  country ; but  thefe  propofals 
were  rejeCled  by  the  king  of  England,  who  dread- 
ed to  increafe  the  difaffe&ion  of  his  febjccts  by  fo 
unpopular  an  alliance. 

i 
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At  length  the  prince  of  Orange  fat  fail,  and 
after  encountering  a violent  tempeft  at  fea,  landed 
at  Torbay  on  the  coaft  of  Devonlhire;  he  was 
joined  by  the  principal  nobility  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  integrity  of  his  enterprife  was  fortified  by  the 
appearance  of  the  princefs  Anne,  the  other  daugh- 
ter ^f  James  ; that  unfortunate  prince,  deferted  by 
his  fubje&s,  his  favourites,  and  his  children, 
yielded  to  the  torrent,  abdicated  the  throne,  and 
fought  fhelter  with  his  infant  fon  and  queen  in 
France  ; Lewis  received  the  royal  fugitives  with 
every  mark  of  refpedl  and  afiurance  of  fupport ; 
while  die  gratitude  of  the  Englifh  placed  their 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  prince  of  Orange ; and  ' 
that  monarch,  as  William  the  Third,  prepared  to 
aflert  his  own  dignity,  and  to  vindicate  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe. 

England  and  Holland,  the  two  great  a.  t>.  ,6S8. 
maritime  powers  of  Europe,  the  em-  lCi9- 
pire  and  Spain,  with  the  greateft  part  of  Italy, 
were  now  united  againft  France ; but  her  mo- 
narch ftill  confided  in  his  former  fortune,  and  his 
enemies  acknowledged  his  preparations  were 
worthy  of  the  important  conteft.  Philipfburg  was 
taken;  Manheim,  Frankendal,  Spires,  Worms, 
and  Oppenheim,  furrendered;  and  the  fruitful 
country  of  the  palatinate  was,  at  the  unrelenting 
voice  of  Lewis,  configned  to  deftruftion ; her 

towns 
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towns  ,were  reduced  to  afhes,  her  fertile  fields 
became  a defert,  and  the  wretched  people,  driven 
from  their  habitations  by  the  fury  of  the  flames 
and  the  brutality  of  the  foldiers,  were  left  to  pe- 
rifh  by  famine  and  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon  ; 
fuch  were  the  means  by  which  the  king  of  France 
endeavoured  to  intimidate  his  enemies  and  pro- 
tect his  frontier ; yet  the  former  were  rather  ex- 
afperated  than  vanquifhed ; and  the  imperial  ar- 
mies, under  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  refumed  their 

courage,  and  covered  the  important  cities  of  Bonn 

/ 

and  Mentz. 

A.D.  1689. 1 But  the  grand  object  of  Lewis  was 
i69#*  to  reflore  to  his  dominions  the  fugi- 
tive James ; that  unhappy  prince  had  {till  a ftrong 
party  in  Ireland ; and  the  friendship  of  France  li- 
berally furnilhed  him  with  arms  and  ammunition 
of  every  kind ; a confiderable  fleet  was  fitted  out 
to  fecond  his  efforts,  and  in  its  courfe  encountered 

the  fquadrons  of  England  and  Holland  in  an  in- 

* . 

decifive  engagement ; he  was  received  into  Lime- 
ric,  and  his  ‘firfl  fuccefs  exceeded  his  mod  fan- 
guine  expectations ; but  his  career  was  checked 
by  the  fkill  of  the  duke  of  Schomberg ; and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Boyne  he  was  vanquilhed  by  the 
fuperior  fortune  and  genius  of  William.  James 
himfelf  abandoned  the  day  with  a precipitation 
unworthy  of  the  crown  he  afpired  to,  and  haftily 

returned 
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returned  to  France;  while  his  fuccefsful  rival, 
by  his  valour  and  conduct,  extorted  the  applaufe 
of  his  enemies,  and  eftablifhed  his  tottering  throne; 
a defultory  war  was  maintained  for  fome  time 
after  the  flight  of  James,  till  Ireland  gradually 
withdrew  from  the  fupport  of  a prince  who  had 
deferted  her,  and  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of 
William. 

In  Flanders  the  marefchal  d’Humieres  was  de- 
feated by  the  prince  of  Waldeck,  and  Lewis,  to 
retrieve  this  difafler,  again  entrufted  his  forces  in 
the  Netherlands  to  the  marefchal  duke  of  Lux- 
emburg. In  the . plains  of  Fleurus,  near  Char- 
leroi, that  general  avenged  the  injured  glory  of 
his  country ; the  prince  of  Waldeck  was  defeated 
with  the  lofs  of  fix  thoufand  killed  and  eight  thou- 
fand  taken  prifoners ; yet  the  vidtor  acknowledged 
the  gallantry  of  the  vanquifhed ; “ Prince  Wal- 
“ deck,  ” faid  he,  “ ought  always  to  remember 
“ the  French,  cavalry ; and  I (hall  never  forget 
“ the  Dutch  infantry.” 

In  the  enfuing  campaign  Lewis  him- 
felf  was  prefent  at  the  (iege  of  Mons;  A’ 
and  retired,  after  the  furrender  of  that  city  to  Ver- 
failles ; while  William,  who  had  haftened  from 
Ireland  to  oppofe  marefchal  Luxemburg,  con- 
cluded the  campaign  finilhed,  and  repaired  to 
the  Hague;  the  marefchal  embraced  the  moment 

of 


/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


464 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


of  his  abfence,  and  by  a forced  march  furprifed 
and  routed  the  rear  of  the  confederates  commanded 
by  the  prince  of  Waldeck. 

On  the  frontiers  of  Germany,  and  in  Spain,  a 
feeble  and  defultory  war  was  carried  on  with  vari- 
ous fuccefs;  but  in  Piedmont,  Victor  Amedeus, 
duke  of  Savoy,  a prince  brave,  penetrating,  and 
adtive,  was  oppofed  by  the  marefchal  Catinat,  who 
had  relinquilhed  the  early  ftudy  of  the  law  for  the 
more  glorious  profeflion  of  arms  ; and  who  amidft 
camps  cultivated  the  maxims  of  philofophy.  At 
Saluces  he  triumphed  over  the  duke  of  Savoy  in  a 
bloody  and  obftinate  encounter;  and  the  con* 
queror  foon  reduced  to  the  authority  of  Lewis  the 
greateft  part  of  Savoy  and  Piedmont. 

In  two  engagements  the  fleet  of 
France  had  at  leaf!  maintained  an 
equality  with  thofe  of  England  and  Holland ; 
and  Lewis,  {till  anxious  to  reftore  the  fhattered 
fortunes  of  James,  determined  to  hazard  a gene- 
ral aCtion,  and,  if  victorious,  to  invade  England. 
The  hoftile  fleets  met  in  the  channel  near  Cape 
la  Hogue,  and  Tourville,  the  French , admiral^ 
obeyed  the  orders  of  his  fovereign  ; but  the  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  confederates  foon  decided  the 
fate  of  the  day.  -The  French  admiral’s  own  {hip, 
with  twenty  more  of  the  largeft  veffels  of  his 
fleet,  were  defUoyed  by  the  fire  of  the  vidtors; 
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ahd  James,  with  a figh  of  defpair,  beheld  from  a 
heighbouring  eminence,  the  gloomy  flame  which 
for  ever  blafted  the  fond  eipedlations  he  had 
toourifhed. 

But  on  land  Lewis  ftill  maintained 
his  fuperiority ; Namur,  the  ftrongeft  A'  D‘ 
fortrefs  of  the  Netherlands,  was  reduced  even  in 
the  fight  of  William;  and  though  the  activity 
and  vigilance  of  that  monarch  furprifed  the  French 
camp  at  Steenkirk,  yet  the  battle  was  reftored  by 
the  abilities  of  Luxemburgh,  and  the  kindred  va- 
lour of  the  princes  of  the  blood  5 and  the  king  of 
England,  after  the  mod  daring  efforts,  was  in* 
dignantly  compelled  to  give  the  fignal  of  retreat* 
The  next  year  he  ftill  experienced  a more  deci- 
five  defeat ; at  Landen  the  army  of  the  confede- 
rates was  broken  with  the  lofs  of  eight  thoufand 
men  ; Huy  and  Charleroy  were  the  prey  of  the 
victors  ; while  Lewis  repaired  by  his  induftry  his 
late  difafters  at  fea,  and  once  more  difputed  the 
fovereignty  of  that  element. 

Huy  was  recovered  in  the  enfuing  A.  D.  1694.* 
campaign  by  William  ; and  Luxem-  l69S- 
burgh,  who  had  fo  often  triumphed  over  that 
monarch,  foon  after  found  from  difeafe  that  death 
which  he  had  in  vain  courted  in  fields  of  battle; 
the  duke  of  Savoy  eluded  the  vigilance  of  Cati- 
nar,  penetrated  into  Dauphine,  and  retaliated  the 
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miferies  of  the  Palatinate.  While  France  ap- 
peared the  object  of  envy  to  neighbouring  dates, 
her  diftrcfs  each  day  increafed  with  the  number 
of  her  victories  ; her  provinces  were  depopulated* 
to  recruit  her  fleets  and  armies ; the  ravages  of 
war  were  attended  by  thole  of  famine ; and 
amidd  hrs  glories  the  monarch  was  heard  fre- 
quently to  figh  for  peace.  The  king  of  England, 
animated  by  the  death  of  Luxemburgh,  had  in- 
veiled  Namur;  and  though  that  city  was  obdi- 
nately  defended  by  the  marefchal  Boulders,  it  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  in  the  fight  of  the  French 
army  commanded  by  Villeroi,  who  could  only 
gratify  his  rcfentment  by  the  unprofitable  bom-' 

* i 

bardment  of  Bruflels. 

To  diminifh  the  numbers  of  hi$ 

A»  D»  1696.  • I 1 * C T~* 

enemies,  the  king  ot  France 
a negociation  with  the  duke  of  Savoy  ; and  Ama- 
deus was  eafily  induced  to  prefer  his  intered  to 
the  faith  he  had  pledged  his  allies.  He  re- 
ceived again  his  dominions  with  four  millions  of 
livres  to  repair  the  damages  they  had  fudained  ; 
Lewis  at  the  fame  time  engaged  to  him  his  con* 
dant  protection,  and  promiled  his  fecond  fon,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  to  the  princefs  of  Savoy* 
Though  this  treaty  fecured  France  on  the  fide  of 
Italy,  yet  her  coafts  were  continually  alarmed  and 
afiliCted  by  the  defeentsof  the  Englifh,  and  Lewis 

beheld 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  467 

beheld  with  concern  that  people:  again  refume 
their  naval  fuperiority.  • 

In  Flanders  the  marefchal  Catinat 
reduced  Athe;  in  Spain  the  duke  of  A’ l697' 
Vendofme,  grandfon  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  gained 
a glorious  victory ; he  inverted  Barcelona,  and 
the  prince  of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  who  defended  that 
city  with  a garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  men,  was, 
after  a gallant  refiftance,  compelled  to  capitu- 
late; in  America,  Pointis,  with  a French  fqua- 
dron,  furprifed  Carthagena  ; and  rite  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  Spain  in  the  plunder  of  that  place  was 
eftimated  at  thirty  millions  of  livres ; on  the  other 
hand,  Lewis  in  vain  attempted  to  fix  the  crown 
of  Poland  on  the  head  of  the  prince  of  Conti, 
who  was  conllrained  to  abandon  the  field  to 
his  fuccefsful  competitor  Augultus,  Elector  of 
Saxony. 

Each  party  at  length  fincerely  inclined  to 
peace ; the  empire  and  Spain  were  weary  of  a 
war  which  had  been  attended  only  with  misfor- 
tunes ; the  parliament  of  England  had  long  mur- 
mured at  the  heavy  and  increafing  expence ; and 
Holland,  though  more  devoted  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  William,  regretted  her  trade  intercepted, 
and  her  moft  fruitful  provinces  laid  wafte.  Lewis 
himfelf  could  not  be  entirely  indifferent  to  the 
tears  and  miferies  of  his  fubjeds ; the  rigour  of 
H h 2 the 
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the  feafon  had  combined  with  the  rage  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  kingdom,  lately  fo  fertile,  pre- 
fented  to  the  eye  a dreary  and  barren  profpedL 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  mediation  of 
Charles  the  Eleventh,  king  of  Sweden,-  was  ac- 
cepted ; and  the  cattle  of  Ryfvvick,  near  the 
Hague,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  fcene  of  negocia- 
tion. 

The  king  of  Fiance  reftored  to  the  Spaniards* 
all  thofe  places  that  he  had  taken  from  them,  and 
the  conquefts  that  he  had  made  in  Flanders  during 
the  laft  war,  as  Luxemburgh,  Mons,  Athe,  and' 
Courtrah  _He  acknowledged  William  the  Third 
as  lawful  king  of  England,  whom  he  had  hitherto- 
treated  as  an  ufurper.  To  the  empire  he  rciin- 
qnifhed  Fribourg,  Brifac,  Kheil,  and  Philipf- 
bourg  ; and  even  fubmitted  to  dcftroy  the  forti- 
fications of  Strafburg  on  the  Rhine  ; Fort  Lewis,, 
and  Traerbach,  works  on  which  the  great  Vauban 
had  exhaufted  his  art,  and  the  king  his  treafure,. 
Lorrain,  Treves,  and  the  Palatinate,  were  religned 
to  their  refpedtive  princes ; and  France,  after  a 
long  and  bloody  war,  in  which  her  vidtori.es  can- 
V-nly  be  numbered  by  her  campaigns,  confented 
tv  a peace,  which  could  fcarce  have  been  cx- 
pedted  from  her,  if  humbled  by  repeated  de- 
feat: 

The  njir.Uters  who  had  figned  the  treaty,  orr 
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their  return  to  the  capital  were  purfued  with  re- 
proach and  ridicule  ; they  were  execrated  as  trai- 
tors to  their  country  by  the  unthinking  multitude, 
who  had  lately  clamoured  again (l  the  profecution 
of  the  war;  the  policy  and  judgment  of  Lewis 
were  generally  arraigned;  but  that  monarch,  in 
the  late  negotiation,  harboured  a defign  beyond 
the  views  of  the  vulgar ; the  health  of  Charles  the 
Second  of  Spain  daily  declined ; and  the  king  of 
France  revolved  in  fecret  his  pretenfions  to  that 
fucceflion,  which  by  the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees  he 
fcad  folemnly  renounced. 
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Chapter  ike  Thirty-fixth . 

\ * 


DEATH  OF  CHARLES  THE-  SECOND  KING  OF 
SPAIN — WAR  FOR  THE  SU CCESSION — BATTLES 

OF  HOCHSTET,  OR  BLENHEIM OF  RAMILLIES 

AND  TURIN DISTRESS  OF  FRANCE LEWIS 

IN  VAIN  SUES  FOR  PEACE  — BATTLE  OF  MAL- 
PLAQUET — VICTORIES  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  VEN- 
DOME  IN  SPAIN --PEACE  OF  UTRECHT  BETWEEN 
. FRANCE,  AND  THE  CONFEDERATE  POWERS 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  HOLLAND,  PRUSSIA,  POR- 
TUGAL, AND  SAVO Y--PHILIP  ACKNOWLEDGED 

KING  OF  SPAIN SUCCESS  OF  VILLARS  IN 

GERMANY — PEACE  WITH  THE  EMPEROR— 

DOMESTIC  MISFORTUNES  OF  LEWIS  — HIS 

* 

DEATH  AND  CHARACTER. 


The  dawning  luftre  of  Lewis  had  been  ob- 
feured  by  the  power  and  afcendancy  of  his  impe- 
rious minifter;  on  the  death  of  Mazarin,  he 
emerged  from  that  ahjedt  Rate  of  vaflalage,  and 
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awed  and  aftonifhed  Europe  by  the  blaze  of  his 
meridian  glory  ; but  a dark  cloud  hung  over  his 
fettingfun  ; and  he  furvived  to  behold,  in  the  eve- 
ning of  life,  the  defertion  of  his  allies  and  the 
triumph  of  his  enemies ; his  cities  rafed,  his  peo- 
ple llaughtered,  and  his  children  prematurely 
buried  in  the  grave. 

The  peace  of  Ryfvvick  was  fuc- 
, . , . . , A.  D.  169S. 

ceeded  by  new  negotiations ; the  pre- 

tenlions  of  the  king  of  France  to  the  Spanifh 
fucceffion  were  not  veiled  from  the  penetrating 
eye  of  William  the  Third  ; Lewis,  fenfible  that 
the  emperor  urged  the  fame  claims  of  confan- 
guinity,  though  priority  of  birth  fortified  the  title 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  confcious  from  late 
experience  that  his  own  ftrength  was  not  able  to 
cpntend  with  the  united  power  of  Europe,  opened 
by  his  minifter  a new  project  to  the  king  of 
England.  William  entered  into  it  with  alacrity  ; 
and  the  celebrated  treaty  of  partition  was  con- 
cluded, which  divided  the  dominions  of  Spain 
during  the  life  of  her  fovereign.  To  the  young 
prince  of  Bavaria  were  affigned  Spain  and  the 
Eaft-Indies ; to  the  dauphin,  fon  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the  province  of 
Guipufcoa ; and  to  the  archduke  Charles,  the 
fecond  fon  of  the  emperor  Leopold,  only  the 
duchy  of  Milan. 
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A.  D.  1699.  Even  the  feeble  and  languid  foul  of 
1700’  Charles  was  aroufed  by  this  daring  in* 
fult ; he  heard  with  indignation  in  what  manner 
his  monarchy  had  been  dillributed  ; and  to  pre* 
ferve  it  entire  he  figned  his  will,  and  bequeathed 
the  whole  of  his  ample  dominions  to  the  prince 
of  Bavaria  ; the  hidden  death  of  that  prince  not 
only  difcoacerted  the  defigr.s  of  Charles,  but  even 
thofe  of  Lewis  and'William  ; the  two  latter  mo- 
narchs  figned,  however,  a new  treaty  of  parti* 
tion,  by  which  Spain  and  the  Eaft-Indies  were 

1 

transferred  to  the  aYchduke  Charles,  and  Milan 
to  the  duke  of  Lorrain.  To  this  treaty  the  env 
peror  Leopold,  who  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
hope  of  the  whole  fucceffion,  refufed  to  accede. 

But  it  was  only  the  dread  of  alarm* 

' i/Cl"  ing  the  united  fears  of  Europe,  which 
had  prevailed  on  Lewis,  to  fybfcribe  conditions  fa 
inadequate  to  his  infatiate  ambition ; he  Hill 
waited  in  anxious  fufpence  the  death  of  Charles, 
and  the  bed  of  that  expiring  monarch  was  be- 
fieged  by  the  intrigues  and  factions  of  the  rival 
houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon  ; but  the  intracta- 
ble haughtinefs  of  the  former  had  dilgtifted  the 
minilters  of  Spain  ; and  they  prevailed  on  their 
monarch  to  fign  a new  will,  which  blafted  the 
hopes  of  Leopold,  and  preferred  the  Spanilh  mo* 
qarchy  entire ; exprefiing  his  indignation  at  the 
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late  injurious  conduct  of  Lewis,  Charles  be- 
queathed liis  dominions  to  Philip  duke  of  An- 
jou, grandfon  to  the  king  of  France,  and  foon  af-- 
terwards  expired. 

The  treaty  of  partition  augmented  the  power 
and  dominions  of  France;  the  will  of  Charles  ag- 
grandifed  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ; Lewis  preferred 
the  elevation  of  his  family  to  the  mterefts  of  the 
Hate,  and  accepted  for  his  grandfon  the  royal  for- 
tune that  was  bequeathed  him ; at  the  fame  time 
he  endeavoured  to  juftify  to  his  allies  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  partition  treaty,  by  obferving  that  he 
had  only  departed  from  the  words,  and  flill  ad- 
hered to  the  fpirit  of  it,  which  was  to  prcferve 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

But  none  felt  their  difappointment  more  deeply 
than  the  emperor  Leopold,  and  William  king  of 
England.  The  former  beheld  Spain,  and  her  de- 
pendencies, for  ever  feparated  from  the  houfe  of 
Auftria;  yet  his  weaknefs  confined  him  to  inef- 
fectual remonftrances ; the  latter,  though  fecure 
of  the  affeCtion  of  the  united  provinces,  was  re- 
garded with  jealoufy  by  the  Englifii  parliament; 
and  he  found  that  people  averfe  to  increafe  their 
debt,  and  facrificc  their  trade,  to  gratify  his  en- 
jnity  to  Lewis  by  a new  war,  in  which  they  con- 
sidered themfelves  but  little  intereited. 

Philip  the  Fifth  was  formally  acknowledged  by 
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the  king  of  England  and  the  Rates  of  Holland ; 
he  was  fupported  by  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and 
the  duke  of  Savoy  ; and  from  Gibraltar  to  Ant- 
werp, and  from  the  Danube  to  Naples,  Lewis  be- 
held the  power  and  influence  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  extended  ; he  was  elated  with  the  bound- 
lefs  profpeft  before  him,  and  his  prefumption 
precipitated  him  into  two  errors,  the  fource  of  all 
his  future  calamities. 

^ While  Leopold  ftill  hefitated  whe- 

'701'  ther  to  acknowledge  or  oppofe  the 
elevation  of  Philip  the  Fifth,  he  was  aroufed  by  a 
new  proof  of  the  infatiate  difpofition  of  Lewis. 
That  monarch  prevailed  on  the  duke  of  Mantua 
to  admit  a garrifon  into  his  capital,  and  all  Italy 
trembled  for  her  liberties  ; the  emperor  imme- 
diately prepared  to  aflert  the  freedom  of  Europe 
by  the  fword  ; his  army  was  entrufled  to  the  com- 
mand of  prince  Piugene,  fon  to  the  count  of 
Soiflbns.  This  general,  who  afterwards  became 
fo  dangerous  an  adverfary  to  Lewis  the  Four* 
teenth,  had  afpired  to  military  honours  in  his  na- 
tive country  ; but  his  requeft  of  a regiment  had 
been  rejected  by  the  king,  and  the  indignant 
prince  for  ever  renounced  the  fervice  of  France, 
and  fought  glory  under  the  imperial  ftandard  j 
his  refentment  was  the  f abject  of  derifion  at  Paris ; 
but  he  foon  diflinguifhed  his  martial  genius  in 
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fucceflive  victories  againft  the  Turks,  and  wa* 
now  fummoned  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  Italy  and 
his  own  infults.  He  entered  that  country  with 
thirty  thoufand  men,  and  full  powers  to  adt  accord- 
ing to  his  own  difcretion ; he  forced  the  poft  of 
Carpi ; reduced  marefchal  Catinat  to  adl  upon  the 
defenfive  ; and  overwhelmed  the  country  between 
the  Adige  and  the  Adda ; Villeroi,  the  favourite 
of  Lewis,  was  fent  to  alfurae  the  command  over 
Catinat,  and  difgufted  by  his  arrogance  the  duke 
of  Savoy;  he  compelled  his  reluctant  colleagues 
to  attack  prince  Eugene ; in  the  ftrong  poft  of 
Chiari,  on  the  banks  of  the  Oglio,  his  temerity 
was  chaftifed  by  a fevere  and  bloody  defeat;  and 
five  thoufand  of  the  braveft  troops  of  France 
perilhed  on  that  difaftrous  day. 

While  the  flames  of  war  were  kindled  in  Italy, 
James,  the  abdicated  monarch  of  England,  clofed 
at  St.  Germain’s  his  unfortunate  and  inglorious 
life.  The  tears  and  importunities  of  tnadame 
de  Maintenon  prevailed  over  the  counfels  of  his 
moft  experienced  minifters,  and  Lewis,  though 
he  had  acknowledged  William’s  title  by  the  peace 
of  Ryfwick,  now  proclaimed  the  fon  of  the  de- 
ceafed  prince  as  James  the  Third.  The  enmity 
of  William  was  ftimulated  by  this  wanton  infult; 
England,  that  had  hitherto  regarded  war  with 
averfion,  partook  in  the  indignation  of  her  fove- 

reign. 
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reign,  and  prepared  to  vindicate  by  arms  her  own  * 
choice.  The  difcernment  of  William  improved 
the  honourable  enthufiafm ; he  concerted  the 
triple  alliance  between  the  empire,  the  united 
provinces,  and  England,  and  h aliened,  by  his 
prefence  and  diligence,  their  formidable  prepara- 
tions. .... 

But  thcfe  inceffant  efforts  exhaufled 
A-  D.  1702.  ^ frame  naturally  weak  and  delicate  ; 

a fall  from  his  horfe  quickened  the  progrefs  of 
dileafe,  and  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  age  he 
yielded  up  his  throne  and  life.  -The  former  was 
immediately  filled  by  Anne,  the  daughter  of  the 
unfortunate  James,  and  who  had  married  the 
prince  of  Denmark ; and  the  new  queen  difpatch- 
ed  the  earl  of  Marlborough  to  the  Hague,  to  af- 
fure  her  allies  that  Ihe  would  adopt  and  fuppoit 
the  engagements  of  her  predeccffor. 

That  nobleman  was  foon  after  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  allied  army,  and  difplayed  that 
military  fk.Hl  which  he  acquired  under  the  maref- 
xhal  Turenne;  Boufffers,  to  whom  Lewis  had  en- 
trulled  his  grandfon  the' duke  of  Burgundy  to 
train  to  war,  was  confounded  by  the  rapid  and 
complicated  movements  of  his  adverfary.  He 
evacuated  Guelderland,  retired  under  the  walls  of 
Liege,  and  finally  fought  fhelter  in  Brabant ; 

while 
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while  Venlo,  Ruremonde,  and  Liege,  were  fuo 
ceffively  reduced  by  Marlborough. 

In  Italy  prince  Eugene,  by  a daring  and  well- 
concerted  march,  had  furprifed  Cremona,  and 
taken  marefchal  Villeroi  prifoner  ; after  an  obfti- 
nate  conflict  he  was  expelled  again  the  townj 
fuffered  fome  lofs  at  Santa  Vittoria ; and  in  the 
battle  of  Luzara  was  encountered  by  the  duke 
of  Vendofme;  that  prince,  in  whom  martial  acti- 
vity and  indolence  were  wonderfully  blended, 
was  diftinguiflied  by  talents  worthy  the  grandforr 
of  Henry  the  Fourth;  and  though  in  the  battle 
of  Luzara  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  nearly  equal, 
yet  Vendofme  claimed  the  advantage,  and  main- 
tained it  by  the  reduction  of  Luzara  and  Guaf- 
talla. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  a more  decifive  vic- 
tory was  obtained  over  prince  Lewis  of  Baden 

by  the  marefchal  Villars;  and  foon  after  in  the 

— 

plains  of  Hochftet,  in  concert  with  the  ele&or  of 
Bavaria,  he  charged  and  routed  the  imperial  ge- 
neral count  Styrum ; three  thoufand  of  the  im- 
pcrialifls  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  four  thou- 
sand were  taken  prifoners  with  their  cannon  and 
baggage ; while  marefchal  Tallard,  near  Spires, 
engaged  and  defeated  the  prince  of  Hefife. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fuccefs  France  was  alarmed 

f * 

by  the  defertion  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  ob- 
tained 
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wined  from  the  erhperor  the  promife  of  Montfdr* 
rat,  Mantua,  Valencia,  and  the  countries  between 
> the  Po  and  the  Tanaro.  At  the  fame  time  the 
enemies  of  the  hriufe  of  Bourbon  were  increafed  by 
the  declaration  of  Peter  the  Second  of  Portugal^ 
who  acknowledged,  the  archduke  Charles  as  fo- 
vereign  of  Spain. 

A.  D.  1703.  The  duke  of  Marlborough,  with  in-* 
1 7°4-  creafe  of  dignity  and  the  applaufe  of 
his  country,  had  returned  to  Flanders,  poffefled 
h imfelf  of  Bonn,  the  refidence  of  the  eleftor  of  Co* 
Iogn,  retaken  Huy  and  Limbourg,  and  made  him- 
felf matter  of  the  Lower  Rhine ; marefchal  Ville* 
roi,  redeemed  from  captivity,  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  check  his  progrefs,  and  was  foon  after  deceived 
by  his  mafterly  addrefs.  To  l'uccour  the  emperor, 
opprefled  by  the  joint  forces  of  France  arid  the  elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  Marlborough  rapidly  marched  into 
the  heart  of  Germany,  and  traverfing  the  Rhine, 
the  Maine,  and  the  Necker,  was  met  at  Mindel- 
lheim  by  prince  Eugene,  who  had  quitted  Italy, 
to  affume  the  command  of  the  imperialifts  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube. 

Villars  had  been  recalled  to  wage  an  inglorious 
> war  in  the  mountains  of  the  Cevennes  againft 
the  unhappy  proteftants,  whom  the  perfecution 
of  Lewis  had  forced  into  revolt,  and  the  glory 
of  France  was  entrufted  to  marefchal  Tallard  j 

the 
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the  liijes  of  the  eleflor  of  Bavaria,  near  Donawerr, 
had  been  forced  by  Marlborough  with  confider- 
able  lofs ; but  the  appearance  of  Tallard  infpired 
that  prince  with  frefh  confidence ; it  was  deter- 
mined to  rifle  the  fate  of  the  war  on  a decifive 
battle,  and  the  French  and  Bavarians  with  fupe- 
rior  numbers  advanced  to  attack  the  confederates, 
who  effected  a junction  with  the  prince  of  Baden  ; 
but  the  plains  of  Hochftet,  which  had  fo  lately 
witnefled  the  triumph  of  Villars,  were  render- 
ed memorable  by  the  defeat  of  Tallard.  That 
general  was  vanquifhed  by  the  fuperior  Ikill  of 
his  adverfary  ; he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner, 
with  fourteen  thoufand  of  the  braveft  troops  of 
France  ; twelve  thoufand  perifhed  by  the  fword, 
or  were  precipitated  into  the  rapid  ftream  of  the 
Danube;  and  of  an  army. of  fixty  thoufand  men, 
fcarce  twenty  thoufand  could  be  collected  from 
its  broken  remains. 

The  battle  of  Hochftet,  better  a.  D.  1704. 
knowm  in  'England  by  the  name  of  1 7°S* 

Blenheim,  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  vigors 
the  deflorate  of  Bavaria ; and  Lewis  once  more 
fummoned  the  marefchal  Villars  to  the  feene  of 
his  former  glory ; an  accommodation  had  reftored 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Ccvennes  to  their  allegi- 
ance; and  the  condufl  of  Villars  proved  him 
an  adverfary  worthy  of  Marlborough.  He  occu- 
pied 
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pied  a ftrong  camp,  remained  on  the  defendyg* 

i 

and  by  his  prudent  meafures  compelled  the  duk<3 
to  relinquifh  his  defign  of  penetrating  into  Franca 
by  the  courfe  of  the  Mofeile. 

The  dates,  anxious  for  their  frontier,  foon  pre- 
Vailed  on  the  duke  of  Marlborough  to  return  ta 
Flanders  ; and  Villeroi,  who  had  taken  Huy,  and 
was  preparing  to  befiege  Liege,  abandoned  the 
enterprife  on  the  intelligence  of  his  approach* 
Huy  was  again  compelled  to  furrender  tp  the 
confederates  ; and  the  lines  of  Villeroi  were  im- 
mediately after  forced.  That  general  eroded  the 
Geete  and  Dyle  with  precipitation  ; but  the  drongf 
ground  he  judicioufly  occupied  prevented  the 
allies  from  improving  their  advantage,,  and  he 
fhortly  after  reftored  his  reputation  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  Died. 

The  numerous  armies  of  the  empire  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  were  baffled  by  the  fkill  of 
Villars;  and  in  Italy  the  duke  of  Vendofme  in- 
ceflantly  prefled  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  fought  the  bloody  but  indecifive  battle 
of  Caflano,  gained  that  of  Cadinato,  and  even 
menaced  Turin  with  the  horrors  of  a fiege.  But 
in  Spain  the  allies,  who  had  proclaimed  the  arch- 
duke Charles,  king,  obtained  the  mod  rapid  and 
fplendid  advantages ; the  earl  of  Peterborough 
poffefied  himfelf  of  Barcelona  ; all  ‘ Catalonia 
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tanged  itfelf  under  the  banners  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria;  while  Gibraltar,  which  the  year  before 
had  been  wrefted  by  the  Englifh  from  Philip,  fe- 
cure  in  her  native  drength,  defied  the  vain  and 
feeble  efforts  of  the  marefchal  de  Tefie. 

Lewis  had  reaped  fome  fatisfatdion  from  the 
gallantry  of  his  natural  fon,  the  count  of  Tou- 
loufe,  who,  with  the  French  fleet,  engaged,  with 
honour  and  without  lofs,  that  of  England.  But 
this  was  the  lad  effort  of  marine  greatne:s;  the 
numerous  enterprifes  of  the  king  had  exhaufted 
his  treafures,  and  his  navy  was  gradually  differed 
to  fink  into  that  date  of  infignificance  from  whence 
he  had  raifed  it.  Even  the  death  of  the  em- 
peror abated  not  the  ardour  of  the  confederates, 
and  his  fon  Jofeph  fucceeded  to  his  throne  and 
defigns. 

The  campaign  in  Flanders  opened 
with  events  the  mod  difadrous.  The  A,D,17°6* 
command  there  was  dill  entrufted  to  the  maref- 
chal Villeroi ; and  that  general,  impatient  of  glory, 
yet  unendowed  with  talents  to  acquire  it,  rejected 
the  advice  of  his  officers,  and  determined  to  ha- 
zard a decifive  engagement  againd  the  allied. 
Near  the  village  of  Ramillies,  France  was  van- 
quifhed  by  the  injudicious  difpofition  of  her  own,* 
and  the  confummate  fkill  of  the  Englifh  com- 
mander. In  the  a&ion  and  purfuit  twenty  thou- 
vol.  11.  •.  I i fand 
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fand  men  were  flaughtered  or  taken  prifoners  ,* 
Antwerp,  Bruffels,  Oftend,  Menin,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  Spanilli  Flanders  were  the  prey  of  the  vic- 
tor j the  court  of  Lewis  was  filled  with  confterna- 
tionh  but  the  monarch  himfelf  ftill  preferved  his 
magnanimity  ; inftead  of  reproaching,  endea- 
voured  to  confole  the  unfortunate  Villeioi ; and  to 
his  expreffions  of  concern,  replied,  cc  People  Ikt. 
(C  our  time  of  life,  monfieur  Marefchal,  are  not 
“ fortunate.”  ' 

The  flattering  profpeft  in  Italy  hill  promifed 
to  repair  the  difafters  of  Flanders ; -Turin  there 
was  inverted  by  marefchal  Feuillade ; and  the 
fiege  was  covered  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the 
nephew  of  Lewis,  but  w^iofe  authority  was  con* 
trolled  by  the  fuperior  but  fecret  powers  of  maref- 
chal Marfin.  The  city  was  already  reduced  to 
the  laft  diftrefs,  when  the  befiegers  were  alarmed 
by  the  rapid  approach  of  prince  Eugene.  In  a 
long  and  painful  march  that  celebrated  comman- 
der had  pierced  the  moft  difficult  defiles,  had  tra- 
verfed  the  rapid  ftreams  of  the  Adige  and  the 
Po,  and  effecting  a jun&ion  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  now  prefled  forwards  to  the  relief  of 
the  defponding  capital.  The  duke  of  Orleans 
would  have  quitted  his  lines  to  have  met  and  en- 
countered the  enemy  ; this  bold,  but  prudent  pro- 

pofal 
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pofal  was  over -ruled  by  marefchal  Marfin  ; the 
French  awaited  the  attack  in  their  entrenchments  ; 
but  their  confidence  was  extinguiflied  by  the  dif- 
fenfions  of  their  generals ; prince  Eugene  and  the 
duke  of  Savoy  charged  with  rival  ardour,  and  in 
lefs  than  two  hours  their  efforts  obtained  a com- 
plete viftory.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  wound- 
ed ; marefchal  Marfin  killed ; the  fcattered  rem- 
nant of  the  vanquithed  troops  directed  their  hafty 
and  trembling  fteps  towards  Pignerol ; and  by  the 
fate  of  one  day  the  duchies  of  Milan,  Mantua, 
and  Piedmont,  with  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
were  torn  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

An  advantage  obtained  by  the  French  in  Man- 
tua over  the  prince  of  Heffe,  could  but  ill  com- 
penfate  the  difaftrous  battle  of  Turin.  The 
caurtiers  of  Lewis  flood  aghaft  at  the  intelli- 
gence, and  nvtdame  de  Mai ntenon  alone  ventured 
to  inform  him  that  all  Italy  was  occupied  by  his 
enemies.  His  grand fon  Philip  had  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  precipitately  the  fiege  of  Bar- 
celona; Charles  had  entered  in  triumph,  and 
been  proclaimed  in  Madrid.  But  that  prince 
fuffered  the  moment  of  enterprife  to  elapfe ; and 
was  in  his  turn  reduced  to  evacuate  the  capital, 
and  fly  before  the  arms  of  the  -duke  of  Ber- 
wick, natural  fon  to  James  the  Second  of  Eng- 
land. . ' 
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Lewis,  humbled  by  repeated  de- 
‘ I7°7'  feats,  fued  in  vain  for  peace;  the  al- 
lies elated  by  their  victories,  determined  to  pur- 
fue  their  advantages,  and  rejected  his  propofals. 
Yet  the  war  in  Flanders  was  continued  this 
campaign  with  little  effect ; the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome,  who  commanded  the  French,  remained 
upon  the  defenfive ; and  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough was  difpatched  into  Saxony  to  penetrate 
into  the  intentions,  and  concilitate  the  friendfliip 
of  Charles  the  Twelfth  kihg  of  Sweden.  That 
monarch,  young  and  warlike,  and  ambitious  of 
the  fame  of  a-  conqueror,  had  already  fpread  his 
renown  through  the  north.  He  had  preferibed 
laws  to  Denmark : he  had  defeated  the  Mufco- 
vites,  a people  fcarce  known  in  Europe,  and  juft 
emerging  from  barbarifm ; and  had  purfued  with 
implacable  enmity,  Auguftus  king  of  Poland  into 
his  hereditary  dominions  of  Saxony.  The  confe- 
derates trembled  left  he  fhould  turn  his  victorious 
arms  againft  the  empire ; but  Marlborough  was 
equally  fuccefsful  in  the  cabinet  as  the  field ; he 
gained  the  minifters  of  Charles;  and  that  mo- 
narch foon  after  repaffed  the  Oder,  and  directed 
his  march  towards  Mufcovy  in  fearch  of  barren 
laurels. 

In  Spain  the  duke  of  Berwick  triumphed  at 
Almanza  over  the  forces  of  the  confederates,  and 
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reftored  the  finking  fortunes  of  Philip.  In  Ger- 
many marefchal  Villars  pafifed  the  Rhine,  preffed 
the  Imperialifts,  and  even  penetrated  to  the  Da- 
nube. Yet  he  was  prevented  from  improving 
his  advantage  by  the  recall  of  a confiderable  part 
of  his  army  to  the  defence  of  France  itfelf,  which 
was  now  attacked  within  its  limits.  The  duke  of 
Savoy  and  prince  Eugene  had  forced  the  pafiagc 
of  the  river  Var,  advanced  along  the  coaft  of  Pro- 
vence, and  incamped  under  the  walls  of  Toulon. 
But  the  tardy  motions  of  the  Germans,  who  were 
to  have  joined  them,  and  the  a&ivity  of  France, 
compelled  them  to  abandon  the  enterprife;  and 
they  retired,  after  having  bombarded  the  town, 
and  convinced  Lewis  that  his  native  dominions 
were  not  invulnerable. 

The  tranfient  fuccefs  of  the  laft  . ^ 

. . A.  D.  170$. 

campaign  revived  the  fpints  of  the 
king  of  France;  he  determined  to  make  one 
more  exertion  in  favour  of  the  exiled,  branch  of 
Stuart.  . Seventy  tranfports,  with  fix  thoufand 
troops,  convoyed  by  eight  men  of  war,  failed 
from  Dunkirk;  but  the  coafts  of  Britain  were 
prote&ed  by  her  numerous  fleet ; the  vigilance 
of  her  officers  were  already  alarmed;  the  adhe- 
rents of  James  were  fecured  and  difarmed  ; and 
the  French,  after  a fruitlefs  attempt  to  land  in 
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Scotland,  efteemed  themfelves  happy  in  fafely  re- 
gaining  Dunkirk. 

Flanders  at  fir  ft  promifed  a fairer  harveft;  and 
-the  forces  of  France,  commanded  by  Vendome, 
were  animated  by  the  prefence  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  eldeft  fon  of  the  dauphin.  The  inha- 
bitants -of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  corrupted  by  the 
gold  of  Lewis,  opened  their  gates.  But  the  hopes 
"of  the  French  were  blafted  by  the  approach  of 
Marlborough ; on  the  banks  of  the  Scheld  they 

. **  K . 

were  attacked  by  that  general,  who  had  aiffe&ed 

a junction  with  prince  Eugene ; the  battle  of 

* , « 

Qudenarde :* was  long,  obftinate,  and  bloody; 
night;.  parted  the  combatants;  the  French  were 
rather  preffed.-  than  vanquifhed;  but.  the  troops 
of  ’Le wifi,  from  fucceffive  defeats,  had  loft  all 
confidence,  and  they  difperfed  under  cover  of  the 
darknefs ; Lifie,  defended  by  marefchal  Boufflers 
in  perform,  and  fortified  by  the  confummate  fkill  of 
Vauban,  was  reduced  by  the  confederates;  Ghent 
and  Bruges  were  recovered ; and  the  ele&or  of 
Bavaria  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  walls  of 
Bruflels.  s 

A.  D.  1708.'  In  Spain,  Germany,  and  . Italy  a fee- 

17°9‘  ble  and  languid  war  was  carried  on  ; 

% 

in  the  further  indeed  the  honourable  attachment 

* • . , 

of  the  Caftilians  to  Philip  became  every  day 
more  evident ; but  in  the  latter  the  duke  of  Sa- 
3 ' . • • voy 
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voy  eluded  the  vigilance  of  Villars,  and  rendered 
himfelf  mafter  of  Exilles,  and  Feneftrelles ; the 
. Britifh  fleet  reduced  the  iflands  of  Sardinia  and 

Minorca ; and  the  difficulties  of  Lewis  increafed 

> 

on  every  fide.  The  taking  of  Lifle  had  opened 
a road  to  the  very  gates  of  Paris  ; that  proud  city 
was  infulted  and  alarmed  by  the  predatory  incur- 
fions  of  the  enemy  ; and  a prince  who  had  carried 
his  arms  a few  years  before  to  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  the  Tagus,  and  die  Po,  now  doubted 
whether  he  could  remain  in  his  capital  with 
fafety.  The  dcfpair  of  the  nation  was  completed 
by  • the  feverity  of  the  winter ; the  olive  trees 
throughout  the  fouth  of  France  were  deftroyed, 
the  grain  was  cut  off,  and  the  profpeft  of  im- 
pending famine  threw  a deeper  gloom  over  the 
calamities  of  war.  Accuftomed  to  profperity, 
Lewis  relu&antly  bowed  beneath  his  adverfe  for- 
tune, and  inltru&ed  his  minifter  Torcy  to  open  at 
die  Hague  a negociation  for  peace. 

But  though  the  king  of  France 
agreed  to  yield  the  whole  Spanifh  A# 
monarchy  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  to  cede  Fur- 
nes,  Ypres,  Tournav,  Lifle,  &c.  as  a barrier  to 
Holland;  to  own  the  title  of  queen  Anne  to  the 
Britifh  throne  ; and  to  remove  the  pretender  from 
France ; yet  thefe  conceffions  appeared  infufficr- 
ent;  and  the  allies  demanded  that  the  king  fhould 
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afiift  in  driving  his  grandfon  from  the  throne  of 
Spain ; Lewis  rejc&ed  the  ignominious  condition 
with  indignation,  and  added,  “ fince  I muft  make 
“ war,  I had  rather  it  was  againft  my  enemies 
“ than  my  children.” 

The  internal  mifery  of  France  ferved  to  fwell 
her  forces,  and  the  wretched  hufbandman  fought 
in  the  profeflion  of  arms,  that  fubliftence  which  he 
could  no  longer  extort  from  the  earth.  Maref- 
chal  Villars  was  recalled  from  Italy  to  aflume  the 
command  of  an  army  formidable  from  its  num- 
bers and  defpair.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Mal- 
plaquet  he  diligently  fortified  a camp  naturally 
Throng;  Marlborough  and  Eugene,  animated  by 
the  capture  of  Tournay,  rulhed  to  the  attack. 
The  battle  was  difputed  with  an  obhinacy  fcarce 
to  be  equalled  even  in  thefe  fanguinary  annals; 
the  allies  were  frequently  repulled,  and  as  fre- 
quently returned  to  the  charge;  Villars  himfelf 
was  wounded,  and  Boufflers,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
comfnand,  at  length  withdrew  his  troops  from 
the  unavailing  conflict.  Yet  his  retreat  partook 
in  nothing  of  Bight;  it  was  neither  confufed  nor 
precipitate;  eight  thoufand  of  the  French  were 
indeed  left  dead  on  the  ground  ; but  the  confede- 
rates purchaled  the  honour  of  the  held  of  battle  at 
the  expence  of  twc.J:y  the./,  d men. 

/ 

Mons  foon  after  furrendeied  to  the  allies,  and 
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clofed  the  campaign  in  Flanders.  The  efforts 
of  the  contending  powers  in  Spain,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  were  ftill  feeble  and  inadequate ; but  in 
the  north  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  had  endea- 
voured to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Ruflia,  was 
at  Pultowa  defeated  by  the  fovereign  of  that  coun- 
try, afterwards  fo  celebrated  as  Peter  the  Great ; 
the  Swedifh  army  was  entirely  deftroyed;  and 
Charles,  who  had  afpired  to  rival  the  fame  of 
Alexander,  wounded  and  accompanied  only  by  a 
few  faithful  guards,  croffed  the  Boryfthenes  in  a 
fmall  boat,  and  fought  Ihelter  in  the  Ottoman  do- 
minions. 

The  negociations  of  peace  had  been 
refumed  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  in  A’  I7"0* 
the  enfuing  year.  The  allies  took  the  field,  and 
marefUial  Villars  ftudioufly  avoided  a decifive  en- 
gagement. Douay,  Bethune,  Saint  Venant,  and 
Aire  were  fucceffively  reduced  by  the  confede- 
rates ; but  thefe  towns  were  long  and  obftinately 
defended ; and  the  befiegers  loft  by  the  fword, 
by  d ifeafe,  and  fatigue,  above  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  men  ; difabled  by  fucccfs,  and  fatisfied  with 
their  new  acquifitions,  they  withdrew  into  winter  - 
quarters. 

Germany  and  Italy  prefented  nothing  worthy 
of  attention  ; but  in  Spain  the  campaign  that 
opened  with  events  the  moll  inaufpicious  to  the 
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houfe  of  Bourbon,  was  clofed  with  the  moft 
fplendid  and  decifive  fuccefs.  In  the  battle  of 
Almenafa,  the  rival  monarchs  encountered  each 
other  with  mutual  rage,  but  Philip  was  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  fuperior  fortune  of  Charles. 
In  the  battle  of  Saragoffa  he  buffered  a fecond 
and  more  bloody  defeat ; Madrid  was  again  oc- 
cupied by  the  confederates ; and  the  fituation  of 
Philip  appeared  defperate  to  his  moft  fanguine 
adherents.  But  he  was  raifed  from  defpondence 
by  the  courage  and  condudt  of  the  duke  of  Ven- 
dome.  His  affability,  franknefs,  and  generofity, 
conciliated  the  efteem  of  every  clafs  of  men ; 
he  again  kindled  the  enthufiafm  of  the  Caftilians, 
affembled  the  troops  fcattered  by  the  defeat  of  Sa- 
ragoffa,  allured  to  his  ftandard  the  moft  gallant  fpi- 
rits  of  Spain,  conducted  the  king  in  triumph  to 
his  capital,  and  purfued  with  vigour  the  aftonilhed 
and  difmayed  enemy.  At  Brehuega  general  Stan- 
hope, with  five  thoufand  Englifh,  furrendered 
after  a brave  refiftance  ; at  Villa  Viciofa  Starem- 
• berg  was  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  near  fix  thoufand 
men  ; and  though  his  retreat  challenged  the  admi- 
ration of  his  adverfary,  yet  the  progrefs  of  Vendome 
was  rapid  and  uninterrupted  ; and  Portugal  in  her 
turn  was  taught  by  the  vi&ors  to  experience  the 
calamities  of  war. 

The 
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The  fuccefs  of  Philip  in  Spain 
could  not  alleviate  the  diftrefs  of  ' 

France,  though  it  might  moderate  the  prefump- 
tion  of  her  enemies  ; that  kingdom,  totally  ex- 
haufted  by  her  inceffant  efforts,  prefented  a fcene 
of  dreary  defolation  ; but  the  peace,  which  fhe 
had  in  vain  implored  by  the  moft  humiliating  con- 
ceffions,  was  now  facilitated  by  two  events  as  fa- 
vourable as  they  were  unexpedted.  Amidft  a glo- 
rious and  fuccefsful  war,  the  queen  of  England 
was  prevailed  on  to  difmifs  thofe  minifters  who 
had  condu&ed  it,  and  admit  to  her  councils  a 
new  defcription  of  men  who  had  fyflematically 
laboured  to  oppofe  it.  About  the  fame  time,  in 
the  vigour  of  his  age,  the  emperor  Jofeph  ex- 
pired ; and  his  brother  Charles,  the  competitor 
of  Philip  for  Spain,  was  raifcd  to  the  Imperial 
throne.  The  confederates  had  been  arouzed  to 
adlion  by  the  dread  of  uniting  in  one  hand  the 
fceptres  of  France  and  Spain ; and  they  could  not 
but  regard  with  fimilar  jealoufy,  the  latter  king- 
dom added  to  the  hereditary  dominions  of  Charles, 
and  the  power  that  he  derived  from  the  Imperial 
crown. 

Though  the  female  paffions  of  his  fovereign 
had  exiled  his  friends  from  her  confidence,  yet 
the  reputation  of  Marlborough  preferved  him 
from  being  involved  in  their  immediate  difgrace ; 
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he  again  refumed  the  command  in  Flanders ; and 
marefchal  Villars,  who  was  alfo  again  oppofed  to 
him,  well  acquainted  with  the  ardent  defire  of 
Lewis  for  peace,  and  confcious  that  he  conduced 
the  lafl  army  the  (late  could  furnifh,  dexteroufly 
eluded  every  effort  of  the  confederates  to  force 
him  to  a decifive  engagement.  He  had  encamped 
behind  the  river  Sanfet,  and  had  fortified  his  lines 
with  fuch  fkill  and  diligence,  as  obtained  for  them 
the  character  of  impenetrable.  But  he  was  de- 
ceived by  the  maflerly  addrefs  of  Marlborough  ; 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  works  on  which 
fo  much  co  ft  and  labour  had  been  lavifhed,  and 
had  the  mortification  of  beholding  the  allies  inveft 
and  reduce  the  flrong  and  important  fortrefs  of 
Bouchain. 

This  lafl  enterprife  of  Marlborough 
A*  0.  1712.  t]ie  jong  an(j  fpiendid  fenes  of 

his  martial  exploits ; he  was  recalled  to  England ; 
and  foon  after,  difgufted  at  the  afcendancy  of  a 
party  whofe  implacable  enmity  he  was  no  ftran- 
ger  to,  refigned  his  command.  His  place  was 
fupplied  by  the  duke  of  Ormond,  equal  to  him 
alone  in  perfonal  courage,  and  whofe  attachment 
to  the  new  miniftry  was  his  principal  recom- 
mendation. But  while  each  power  prepared  with 
vigour  for  a fecond  campaign,  negociations  for 
peace  were  fecretly  carried  on  between  the  courts 
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of  Paris  and  London.  Lewis  entrurted  this  im- 
portant and  delicate  concern  to  the  knowledge  and 
addrefs  of  Menager,  deputy  from  the  city  of 
Rouen  ; certain  preliminaries  were  by  his  diligence 
and  prudence  adjufted ; but  before  they  could  be 
reduced  to  form,  the  operations  of  war  had  been 
refumed  in  Flanders. 

% 

Marefchal  Villars  ftill  remained  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  fuftained  the  cau-  A* D*  I71Z* 
tious  part  that  he  had  a cted  in  the  preceding  cam- 
paign ; but  prince  Eugene  infulted  and  burnt  the 
fuburbs  of  Arras ; and  was  no  fooner  joined  by  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  than  he  advanced  towards  the 
French,  and  propofed  to  the  duke  to  give  battle ; 
but  the  Englifh  general  had  received  inftructions 
not  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and  the  prince,  dif- 
appointed  in  this  favourite  object,  inverted  Quef- 
noi.  Before  that  town  furrendered,  a certation  of 
arms  was  proclaimed  between  France  and  Great 
Britain ; the  duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  Britilh 
troops,  withdrew  from  the  confederates,  and  di- 
rected his  march  towards  Dunkirk,  which  was  de- 
livered by  Lewis  to  the  Englifh  as  a pledge  of  his 
intentions  to  fulfil  the  preliminaries  of  peace  which 
his  envoy  had  figned. 

Though  deferred  by  fo  important  an  ally,  the 
army  of  prince  Eugene  was  llill  formidable.  Ma- 
refchal Villiars  beheld  with  indignation  Quefnoi 
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taken  in  his  fight ; and  the  confederates  foon  after 
inverted  Landreci.  But  prince  Eugene  is  accufed 
of  errors  on  this  occafion,  which  did  not  efcape 
the  vigilance  of  his  veteran  antagonift  His  lines 
were  too  much  extended  j his  magazines  at  Mar- 
chiennes  were  at  too  great  a diftance,  and  the  earl 
of  Albemarle,  who  was  ported  between  Denain 
and  the  prince’s  camp,  was  not  near  enough  to  be 
fuj) ported  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Marefchal  Villars 
ordered  his  cavalry  to  advance  within  fight  of  the 
camp  of  the  prince ; and  while  that  quarter  of  the 
confederates  prepared  for  adlion,  he  rapidly  prefied 
forwards  with  his  infantry  towards  Denain,  pierced 
the  intrenchments  of  Albemarle,  cut  m pieces 
thofe  who  refilled,  forced  the  furvivors  to  feek 
their  fafety  in  flight,  took  that  general  himfelf 
prifoner,  and  rtaughtered  or  difperfed  a body  of 
fourteen  thotifand  men.  Prince  Eugene  had 
marched  in  hafte  to  their  fupport,  but  before  he 
could  arrive  the  adlion  was  over.  In  endeavour- 
ing to  wreft  from  the  French  a bridge  over  the 
Scheld  which  they  had  occupied,  he  augmented 
his  lofs ; and  was  at  laffc  obliged  to  withdraw  to  his  * 
camp,  after  having  witnefled  the  defeat  of  his  beft 
troops. 

All  the  ports  along  the  Scarpe,  as  far  as  Mar- 
chiennes,  were  fwept  away  by  the  vidtors,  and 
Marchiennes  itfelf  was  foon  after  inverted  by  Vil- 
lars ; 
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lars ; though  defended  by  a garrifon  of  four  thou- 
fand  men,  fuch  was  the  ardour  of  the  affailants, 
that  it  was  compelled  to  furrender  in  three  days ; 
all  the  ammunition  and  provifions  that  the  enemy 
had  laid  up  for  the  whole  campaign,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  French  ; the  confederates  retired 
from  the  walls  of  Landreci ; while  Villars-  reduced 
Douay  and  Quefnoi,  pofleffed  himfelf  in  the  latter 
of  the  military  ftores  of  the  allies,  and  terminated 
the  campaign  by  the  reduction  of  the  important 
town  of  Bouchain. 

The  preliminaries  which  had  been 
figned  between  the  courts  of  Paris  ’ ' I/I3' 
and  London  were  fucceeded  by  open  conferences- 
for  peace  at  Utrecht ; thefe  were  quickened  by  the 
brilliant  and  rapid  fuccefs  of  Villars  ; the  emperor 
and  fome  of  the  independent  princes  of  Germany 
ftill  maintained  an  haughty  and  fullen  referve,  and 
refufed  to  (heath  the  fword.  But  Great  Britain, 
Holland,  Pruffia,  Portugal,  and  Savoy,  acquiefced 
in  the  terms  propofed,  and  figned  feparate  treaties 
of  peace. 

By  thefe  Philip  the  Fifth  was  acknowledged 
king  of  Spain,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  folemnly. 
renounced  all  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  France; 
Lewis,  for  the  other  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  difavowed  all  right  to  the  future  fuccef- 
fion  of  any  part  of  the  Spanifh  territories,  and 
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every  precaution  was  taken  to  feparate  for  ever 
thofe  kindred  thrones.  The  king  of  France  con- 
fented  to  guaranty  the  crown  of  Britain  to  the 
Proteftant  line  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  to  de- 
molifh  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  and  to  yield 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  Newfoundland,  Hudfori’a 
Bay,  and  Acadia ; he  promifed  to  fequefter  into 
the  hands  of  Holland,  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
all  that  France,  or  her  allies,  poflefied  in  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwick ; he  confented  to  allow  the 
title  of  king  of  Pruffia  to  the  eledVor  of  Branden- 
burg, and  to  cede  to  him  the  town  of  Guelders, 
with  part  of  the  Spanifh  Guelderland ; with  Por- 
tugal, all  places  that  had  been  taken  on  either 
fide  were  mutually  reftored  ; to  the  duke  of  Savoy 
was  given  the  ifiand  of  Sicily,  with  the  title  of 
king  ; he  was  alfo  fecured  in  the  fucceffion  of  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  in  cafe  of  failure  in  the  king  of 
Spain  and  his  pofterity ; and  in  exchange  for  the 
valley  of  Barcelonetta  and  its  dependencies,  he  ob- 
tained the  reftitution  of  the  duchy  of  Savoy,  the 
county  of  Nice,  and  all  the  country  along  the 
Alps  towards  Piedmont. 

By  fuch  conceffions  Lewis  difarmed  the  rage 
of  his  moft  formidable  enemies,  and  refcued  his 
kingdom  from  the  deftrudtion  that  impended  over 
it ; amidfl  misfortune  and  defeat,  he  eftablifhed 

his 
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his  grandfon  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  whofe  pre- 
tenfions  had  firft  excited  the  hoftile  confederacy 
of  Europe;  and  he  was  now  left  to  turn  his  whole 
force  againft  the  emperor,  who,  deferted  and 
alone,  Hill  nourifhed  the  flames  of  war.  From 
the  Schelde  marefchal  Villars  rapidly  directed 
his  fteps  towards  the  Rhine ; he  made  himfelf 
matter  of  Spires  and  Worms,  took  Landau, 
pierced  the  lines  which  prince  Eugene  had  or- 
dered to  be  drawn  from  Brifgau,  defeated  Vau- 
ban,  and,  laftly,  invefted  and  reduced  Friburg, 
the  capital  of  Upper  Auftria. 

His  approach  awakened  Charles  the  Sixth  from 
- the  delufive  idea  that  he  had  entertained  of  his 
own  ftrength,  and  he  now  panted  for  that  repofe 
which  he  fo  lately  indignantly  rejected.  At 
Radftadt  marefchal  Villars  and  the  prince  Eu- 
gene, who  had  been  fo  often  oppofed  to  each 
other  in  the  field,  were  now  oppofed  in  the  ca- 
binet. Both  difplayed  that  franknefs  of  character 
for  which  they  were  diftinguilhed ; and  defpifing 
the  intrigues  of  courts,  they  foon  adjufted  the 
different  pretenfions  of  their  fovereigns.  Lewis 
yielded  to  the  emperor  the  fort  of  Keil,  the  city 
of  Friburg,  and  old  Brifac,  with  its  dependencies  j 
but  he  retained  Strafbourgh  and  Landau,  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Alface,  and  procured  his  allies,  the 
vol.  xi.  Kk  electors 
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electors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria,  to  be  reinftated 
in  their  ranks  and  dominions. 

• A.  D.  16S6.  The  domeftic  mifery  of  Lewis  had 

I71°»  kept  pace  with  the  public  calamities  ; 
that  court,  the  fpiendour  and  magnificent  enter- 
tainments of  which  had  excited  the  envy  and  admi- 
ration of  Europe,  had  long  been  imprefTed  with 
a deep  and  fettled  gloom.  The  paffion  of  the 
king  for  madame  de.Maintenon,  and  the  addrefs 
of  that  lady,  who  flill  kept  alive  his  hopes,  with- 
out gratifying  his  defires,  had  induced  him  to 

* 

confent  to  a private  marriage ; the  art  of  furgery 
in  Europe  was  yet  feeble  and  crude;  a fiftula, 
with  which  the  king  was  attacked,  fpread  a gene- 
ral alarm  ; and  though  the  operation  was  fuccefs-  . 
fully  performed,  yet  he  ever  after  led  a more  fe- 
rious  and  retired  life,  and  chiefly  devoted  his  hours 
to  the  converfation  of  madarqe*  de  Maintenon, 
whofe  influence  increafed  with  his  years. 

A.  D.  1 7 1 1.  But  it  was  while  his  mind  was  yet 

x712*  opprefTed  by  a long  and  bloody  war, 
invariably  unfortunate,  that  he  was  doomed  to 
experience  the  fevereft  pangs  of  domeflic  afflic- 
tion. The  death  of  the  king’s  only  fon,  which 
happened  this  year ; the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
duchefs  his  wife,  and  their  eldell  fon,  all  fwept 
away  within  a few  months,  and  laid  in  the  fame 
tomb^  the  only  furviving  child  at  the  point  of 
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death ; thefe  private  woes  added  to  thofe  of  the 
public,  mark  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  as  an  a?ra  of  calamity  ; and  a wretch- 
ed people  awaited  in  filence  to  behold  the  former 
greatnefs  and  glory  of  their  monarch  extinguilhed 
by  the  dark  cloud  of  mifcry  which  obfcured  his 
fetting  fun. 

From  thefe  gloomy  apprehenfions 
they  were  relieved  by  the  found  of 
peace;  but  one  mortification  ftill  remained  to 
embitter  the  laft  hours  of  the  king  of  France# 
He  had  enlarged  the  canal  of  Mardyke,  and 
formed  an  harbour  there,  which  was  thought  al- 
ready  equal  to  that  of  Dunkirk.  The  earl  of  Stair, 
ambaffador  from  England,  remonflrated  againft 
this  evafion  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  and  Lewis  reluftantly  confented 
to  difcontinue  the  works; 

The  Catalans  ftill  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  au-* 

i 

thority  of  Philip  of  Spain  ; bold  and  hardy,  they 
flattered  themfelvcs  with  the  hopes  of  erecting  a 
republic  in  that  fruitful  country ; and  Lewis,  who 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  had  not  •been 
able  to  fupport  his  grandfon,  now  fitted  out  an 
armament  for  his  affiftance.  A fquadron  of  French 
fhips  blocked  up  the  harbour,  and  marefchal 
Berwick,  with  a confiderable  army,  inverted  Bar- 
celona by  land.  The  inhabitants  defended  them- 
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felves  with  a courage  that  was  fortified  by  fanatic 
cifm;  the  priefts  and  monks  ran  tp  arms,  and 
mounted  the  trenches  as  if  it  had  been  a religious 
war ; but  the  queen  of  England,  faithful  to  the 
treaty  fhe  had  concluded,  refufed  their  fupplica* 
tions  for  affiftance ; the  aflailants  at  length  pene- 
trated into  the  town  ; and  the  befieged,  after  hav- 
ing defended  ftreet  after  ftreet,  were  overpowered 
by  the  number  of  their  enemies  ; the  clemency  of 
Philip  granted  to  them  their  lives  and  eftates;  but 
their  important  privileges  were  for  ever  abolifhed ; 
and  the  fpirit  of  that  daring  people,  who,  as  Ta- 
citus happily  cxpreffes  himfelf,  “ only  feemed  to 
“ live  when  engaged  in  war,”  was  finally  broken. 

Queen  Ann  had  expired  in  Eng* 
A.  D.  1715.  jancj^  and^he  life  of  Lewis  now  alfo 
drew  near  its  end.  At  the  age  of  feventy-feven, 
that  vanity  and  ambition  which  had  agitated  the 
years  of  manhood,  were  nearly  extinguilhed.  He 
coldly  liftened  to  the  folic^tations  of  the  unfortu* 
nate  James,  who  afpired  to  afcend  the  throne  of 
his  lifter,  already  filled  by  the  eleftor  of  Hanover. 
To  the  importunities  of  that  prince  he  granted  a 
fmall  fupply  of  money,  and  a veffel  fitted  out  in 
the  name  of  an  individual ; but  while  that  en- 
terprise hung  in  fufpence,  Lewis  himfelf  was 
feized  with  a difeafe  that  brought  him  to  the 
grave. 
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In  his  laft  hours  he  difplayed  a greatnefs  of 
mind  worthy  of  his  elevated  fituation.  “ Why 
“ do  you  weep,”  faid  he  to  his  domeftics,  “ did 
“ you  think  me  immortal  ?”  The  fortitude  with 
which  he  beheld  his  end,  was  diverted  of  that 
glare  of  oftcntation  which  had  tinfelled  the  reft 
of  his  life;  he  had  the  courage  even  to  acknow- 
ledge his  errors ; and  his  advice  to  his  infant  fuc- 
Ceffor  was  to  avoid  that  glory  which  he  himfelf 
had  fought  by  war,  and  to  confider  the  hgppinefs 
of  his  people  as  the  principal  objedt  of  his  go- 
vernment. To  madame  de  Maintenon  he  left  no 
fixed  ftipend,  and  contented  himfelf  with  recom- 
mending her  to  the  care  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  ; 
fhe  immediately  retired  to  St.  Cyr,  which  had 
been  founded  at  her  perfuafion  for  the  education 
of  young  ladies  of  quality,  and  demanded  only 
a penfion  of  eighty  thoufand  livres ; this  was  re- 
gularly paid  her  to  her  death,  an  event  which 
took  place  in  about  four  years  afterwards. 

The  charadter  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  whofe 
long  and  various  reign  was  alternately  the  glory 
and  misfortune  of  his  fubjedts,  has  exercifed  the 
ingenuity  of  the  moft  celebrated  hiftorians.  The 
mafculine  beauty  of  his  perfon  was  embellifhed 
with  a noble  air ; the  dignity  of  his  behaviour 
was  tempered  with  the  higheft  affability  and  po- 
litenefs;  elegant  without  effeminacy,  addidted  to 
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jfleafure  without  neglecting  bufinefs,  decent  in 
his  very  vices,  and  beloved  in  the  midft  of  ar** 
birrary  power.  But  his  qualities  feemed  rather 
thole  that  attradt  a momentary  regard,  than 
command  a permanent  efteern ! the  talents,  the 
fire  of  the  flatefman  and  the  hero  were  (till 

t 

wanting ; vanity  rather  prompted  him  to  in- 
fult,  than  ambition  to  enflave  his  neighbours; 
though  he  frequently  took  the  field,  and  reduced 
in  perfon  Franche  Comte,  and  feveral  of  the 
• ftrengeft  towns  of  the  Netherlands,  .yet  his  per- 
fonal  courage  has  not  efcaped  imputation  ; and  in 
repeated  campaigns  he  never  expofed  his  life  or 
reputation  tb  the  hazard  of  a battle.  A purer 
praife  attends  the  care  with  which  he  foftered  the 
arts  and  fciences ; though  his  own  -.acquilitions 
in  literature  were  few  and  limited,  yet  he  pa** 
tronized  the  learned  with  a liberal  hand  ; and 
the  painter,  the  fculptor,  and  the  architect  were 
woke  into  life  by  the  genial  ray  of  his  bounty.- 
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